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I I SXH." xii. 21. And turn ye not qfide ; fir then 

Jbouid ye go after vain things^ which cannot profit 
nor deliver J for they are vain. 

YE have been profeffing to forfake your wan- 
dering life through the empty creation, and 
to turn to the Lord as your portion, as your foul's 
reft, and as your great Lord and Matter from 
henceforth. There i^ one thing of which I would 
perfuade you, the faith of which would keep you 
ever with him ; and this is, that if you were to 
change every day, you can never do better, never 
do fo well. This is the fcope of our text;* in 
'which we have Samuel's' reafon to the Ifraelites for 
their not turning afide from the Lord in any cafe ; 
Vol. III. A which 

• Delivered at Galailiiels, on Sahbatb, Sept. d. 1719, 
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O THE FOLLY OF TURNING 

which is, " For then fhould we goiafter vain things, 
which cannot profit nor deliver, for they are vain.*' 

Thefe words (without any fupplement, and 
to the fame fenfe,but more forcibly cxprefied) may 
be read word for word thus : " And ye (hall not 
turn afide, but after vaui things,** &c. ; that is, 
ye cannot turn afidc, but you muft, by doing fo, 
go after vain things. The text is a defiance held 
out to men in their attempts ta mend their condi- 
tion by departing from the Lord. In which there 
is, 

. I. A cafe fuppofed, which is, That they fliould 
turn afide from the Lord ; and having done fo, they 
have the wide world to chufe upon, let them take to 
the right hand, or to the Jeft, chufe the beft they 
can pitch on, fome or all, that what is wanting in 
one, may be made up in another. This is the ut- 
moft extent to which it can be carried.— There is, 

2. The determltiation in this cafe, which is 
exprefled in the text with all confidence! Ye 
ihall not, ye cannot for your hearts, turn <iMcy but 
after vain things 5 I defy you to find out a fubftan^ 
tial good for yourfelves in the whole creation, fe- 
parate from God, Betake yourfelves to what you 
will, to idols that are fo already, to other things ^ 
to make idols of them, make your bed of them, 
you (hall neve;r make more of them than vanity, 
• they, are unprofitable^ empty, hclplcfs nothings. 
— From this fubje£t I take the following 

Doctrine, That no man fhall mend his condi- 
. tion, but will ruin it, by turning afide from 
the Ix>rd, let him turn to what hand foever he 
will. — ^For iUuftrating this dofirine, I {hall, 

I. Offer fome things for explaining this point. 

II. Evince the truth of this weighty point. 

IIL^ 
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ASIDE FROM THS LORD, 7* 

III. Add the pradical improvement- 

We are then, 
I. To offer fome things for explaimng^ this 
point. — Here I obferve, 

I. That no man, by turning afide from the 

Lord, Ihall mend his condition, but ruin it, in 
point of reft to his heart, and fatisfaftion to the 
defires of it : Ifa. Ivii. 19. 20. « I create the fruit 
ofthejips; peace, peace to liira that is far off, 
and to him that is near, faith the Lord ; and I 
will heal him. But the wicked are like the trou- 
bled fea, when it cannot reft, whofe waters caft . 
tip mire and dirt. There is no^peace, faith my 
God, to the wicked." Every man's heart within 
him is naturally an hungry, empty thing, which 
muft be filled from fomething without itfelf, or it 
cannot reft. Some, hearing of the foul'^ fatisfac- 
tion to be had in God, come away to ordinances, 
and are for a time found about the Lord's hand^ 
like the mixed multitude from Egypt among the 
Ifraelites. They do net at the very fir ft find that 
.fatisfaftion for which they look, and they cannot 
wait V but for hafte to be filled, they go back, tt> 
the world and their lufts. In this cafe, \he more 
hafte, the lefs fpecd, they are farther from it than 
ever, — I obferve, ^ ^ 

Z. That no man, by turning afide from the 
Lord, fliall mend his condition, but ruin it, in 
point of comfort and eafe to his confcience : Pfal. 
xxxii. 3. 5. " When I kept Clence, my bones 
waxed old, through my roaring all the day long. 
I acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine ini- 
quity have I not hid. I faid, I will confefs my 
tranfgreffioiis unto the Lord ; and thou forgavcfl: 

• the iniquity of my fin." This is the true way to 

^et eafe. liut fome awakened finners feek eafe 

A 2 ^t 
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TirE FOLLY OF TURNING 

by their tears, confefTions, refolutions, and the 
like, not by the blood of Chrifl : but, alas ! thofe 
pbfters will not flick, they will never draw out 
the thorn of guilt. Some divert the pain of con- 
fcience, by filling their hands and heads with 
b'ufiiiefs, like Cain.' Some ftifle it by finning, 
yet ipore over the belly of conviftions. ' But the 
fore healed with any of thefe, which are but mere 
palliatives, will break out more dreadfully than 
ever, though perhaps not till there is no remedy. 
And how is the cafe thus mended ? is it not 
ruined ? — I obferve^' 

3. That no man, by turning afide from the 
Lord, fliall mend his condition, but ruin it, in - 
point of his interefl and advantage : Jer, ii. 13. 

« For my people have committed two great evils ; 
they have forfaken me the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and hewed them out cifterns, broken ciftcrnsi ' 
that can hold no water." He who changes, chan- 
ges for what he accounts the better for himfelf ; 
yet men often find themftlves difappointed. No- 
thing draws perfons more away from God than 
intereft ; but heaven fhall be turned nethermofl^ 
and earth uppermoft in the univerfe, ere any man, 
manage as fecurely as he will, fhall ever be a 
gainer by turning afide from God. , For this ye 
have the concurring teflimony pf all true penr- 
tents, whofe eyes have been opened : Hof. ii. 7. 
" And fhe fhall follow after her lovers, but fhe 
fhall not overtake them -, and fhe fhall feek them, 
but fhall not find them j then fhall fhe fay, I will 
go and return to my firft hufband, for then was it 
better with me than now." — 1 obferve^ 

4. That no man, by turning afide from the 
Lord, will better, his condition, but ruin it," in 
point of fecurity. from evil: Prov. xxviii. i8, 
«*Whofo walketh uprightly, fhali be faved j but 

he 
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ASIDE FROM THE LORD. 9 

he that is pervcrfe in his ways, fliall fall at once." 
Sin often promifes, but can- never afford a folid 
ihelter. Any hiding-place or defence to which 
perfons betake themfelves, turning away from God^ 
is but vanity, and cannot deliver 5 Day, it cxpofes 
them to the way of eyil: Amos, v. 19. " As if 
a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him ; 
or went into thcjhbufe, and^ leaned his hand upon 
the wall, and a ferpent hit him." The Jews, in 
their crucifying of Chrift, are a (landing witnefs 
to this : John, xi. 48. << If we let him alone," faid 
they, « all men will believe on him, and the Ro- 
mans fliall come, and take away both our place 
and nation." Matth, xxii.^. « But when the 
king heard thereof, he was wroth : and he fent 
forth his armies, and deftroyed* thofe murderers^ 
and burnt up their city."-— We now come, • 

n. To evinbe the truth of this weighty point. 
That no man (hall mend his condition, but will 
ruin it, by turning afide from the Lord, let him 
turn to what liand foever he will. — ^We ihall do 
this,. * 

Birfij By confidering to what a perfon turns 
afide when he turns from God. 

Secondly i By talcing a view of what he turns a** 
fide from* And,. 

Thirdly y By infpeftmg the pretended gain whicb 
he acquires by turning afide from the Lord. 

Fi^i We^re tojcvince ths truth of Ais weighs 
ty point, by confidering to what a perfon turns 
afide- when he turns from God. It is but vanity,, 
which cannot profit or deliver. There ate but two 
things to which a perfon .jcan turn afide, though. 

Aa Ae 
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lO THE FOLLY OF TURNING ' ' 

the particulars are numbeflcfs. The chai*a£ler 
agrees either, 

1. To (in, that is, to (inful :ways, courfes, or 
prafticcs. And while there is a God in heaTen 
to avenge the affront, no man fhall mend His con- 
dition in this way. You will not) indeed, want 
an invitation to turn afide, and go in at this door ^ 
but know for a certain that it will ruin you, foF 
<< the dead are there, and her guefts are in the 
depths of hell," Prbv» ix. i &. Sin is the way itt 
which you will never find reft to your fouls ; on 
the contrary, it will produce a fting to your coii- 
fcience, a conftant reftleffliefs to your heart, and 
eternal ruin to the whole man, ii mercy recover 
yoii not, and bring you back to God.— Or the 
•charafter agrees, 

2. To the creature, to whlch^ when men at« 
turning aOde from God, they turn to feek their hap- 
pinefs. This comprehends all created comforts 
whatfoever. Of them we have two things to fay, 

( I.) They are all uncertain, a perfon can never: 
get a fure hold of them : Prov. xxiii. 5. " Wiit 
thou fet thine eyes upon that which is not ? foiJ 
riclies certainly make themfelves wings, they flee 
away as an eagle towards hcaveor" Uncl^ange- 
ablenefs is an tfTential property of that which makes 
truly happy and fully fatisfies, for other wife the 
very fear of lofing the thing mars the full reft of 
the heart in it. But where is this to be found 
but in God ? ' The creature is fo uncertain, that 
there is not one moment in which we may not ei- 
ther be taken from it, or it from us ; fo that a 
perfon may reft as well on the top of a wheel, as 
on any creature. And turning afide from God to 
it, is burning from the fountain to a ciftem, which^ 
in that very moment ^hen a perfon goes to drink 
out of it, may run dry. 

(2.) 
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ASIDE FROM THE JLOKD. * M 

- (2.) They are utterly infufikient. It is not in 
^lem to anfwer the cravings of the human heart, 
of an immortal fo.ul. Hence it is f&id, Ifa. ly. 2. 
<< Wherefore do* ye fpend money for that which is 
not bread> and your labour for that which fatis-' 
fieth not ?" [i.] There is no fuitaWenefs in them 
to the foul, fqr they arc not commenfurate to the 
defires. of It ; God only is fo, being an infinite 
good. Wherefore, wherever you go to make your 
bed among them, you wilJ find it Ihorter than you 
can ftretch yourfetf upon. [a. J>They have no di- 
vine appointment for that end, without whicli 
grais would be no more fatisfying to the flocks 
than fand. God has kept the tfatisfying of the 
foul to himfelf, as his. peculiar prerogative. — - 
Thettefore>the tuniing afide to fuch emptinefs cait 
never make a. man happy.l-Here, however, may. 
be ftatecf this^ 

ObjeSlion^ What f does not every body know 
that there i» z goodnefs in^the.creature ? Anfwer^ 
But every i body Ihouldlikewrfe know .that it is un- 
certain and ihfufficiehty and. therefore not worth 
the turning afide to from- a' good God. Befides^ 
know this farther, 'that no creattire can be to thee 
more than this God, from whom thou tumeft a- 
fide, makes it to b^.. , So thou mayeft get it, and 
at-the feme time' there may come a withering curfe 
with it/ that thou ihak findno more fapin it than 
Hainan iahis ricbesi family, honours, which, by * 
his own cdnfeflion, availed him nothings £fther, 
V. 13. Yea, thy ruin may rife from it, as Achan'« 
from ^e golddA wedge. 

Secpndiyy For evincing. the truth of this weighty 
point, condor what a..perfon turns afide from, 
when tunung afide froali God. . He turns from 
an upmaking pontion ; Pfal* l^xiii. 25. *« Whom 

' have 
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12 THE FOI^LY OF TO&NING 

iiave I in heaven tut thee ? an J there is none up- 
on earth that t dcfire befides thee^" Cleave to the 
Lord, turn not afide from him : Fbr, 

I. Thou art enriched for time^;. i Tim. iv* 8» 
« God line fs is profitable unto all things, having 
the ptomife of the life that now isi and of that 
which is to come." The everlafting covenant fo- 
<;ures all that thou needed. Thy provifion is fure : 
Pfal. xxxvli. 3. *' Truft in the Lordj arid do good ; 
fo {halt thou dwell in the land,, and verily thou 
ftiak be fed." Ifa.xxxiii. 16. " He fcal! dwell on 
high, his place of defence fhall be the munition of 
rocks 5 bread fhall be given him, his water (hall, 
be fure." Thou ihalt not want lodging : Pfal. xc. ^ 
I. "Lord, thou haft been our dwdling-place in 
all . generations." Fear not want of cloathing : 
Matth. vi- 30. << For if God fo cloathe the grafs 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
caft into the oven, fliall he not much more cloathe 
you, O ye of little faith ?" "What want ye more^ 
then,? Why, fome would hav£ land alfo. Then 
cleave to. Chrift aa thy Lord and Hufband. -. He 
is Lord of all the land in the world j the earth, 
ftiall he thine in the right of thy Hufband»: Mat. 
V. 5. " Blefied are the meek, for they fhall inherit 
the earth.^' But what will a perfon do for money ? 
Why,, cleave to. the Lord ; Job, xxii. .24. 25; 
V « Tnen fhalt thou lay up gold as dcift» and the 
• goldTof Ophir as the ftones of the brooks. Yea, 
the Almighty fliall be thy drfence, and thou fhalt 
hav^ plenty of filver.'*— Here fome may propofe 
Ais \ ^ . . 

^ Obje&ion^ Thefe are fine words, but what will 
th.ey bring into our mouth, or on our back, what 
will they bring intorthe cofiers ? Anfwer^ They 
are God's words, and his word^ are better than 
all the world's good deeds. Some, to wlxom God 

has 
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has no fpecial love, he gives them their portion m 
their hand, and fets them ofF; others, who are . 
his dear children, he gives them the good words 
of a promife, and keeps them at home with hini- 
felf. Say now, which of thefe have the beft of 
it? The following words determine it: Matth. 
XXV. 34. " Then fliall the King fay unto them on 
his right-hand. Come, ye. bkfled of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world," God approves not of 
thofe men who fay t6 the needy, " Depart in peace> 
be ye warmed, and be ye filled 5 notwitftftanding, 
tbey give them not thofe thir^gs which are. needful 
to the body,**' Jam. ii. td. And^ will He hlmfelf 
treat his people fo ? Np, no. Many a faint has 
trufted to thefe words, when they had nothing 
clfc to truft to, and they have all been made out 
to them : Pfal. xxxiv. 8. p. «^; O tafte and fee that ^ 
the Lord is good ! blefled is the man that trufteth 
in him. O fear the Lord, ye his faints 1 for there 
is no want to them that fear him." The unbelie- 
ver's miftake is, that God^s bond cannot be paid, 
but in giving the very thit)g itfelf. Even this is 
often done, but he alfo gives his people more fre- 
quently what is as good. Mofes, wanting nieat 
forty days, had no reafon to complain, when God 
in thofe days took away his ftoniach, and fatis'fied 
him otherwife than by meat. Adam lived well 
when the neavens were the roof of his houfe, and 
God was his God. And the enjoyment of God 
ftili will abundantly conipenfate the want of all 
thefe thijigs.' ' 

2. Cleave unto the Lord, turn notafide frbni 
him, and thus thou art enriched for eternity, i Tim. 
iv. 8. quoted above. Come death when it will, 
what then ? tliou fliklt be carried where thy hap- 
pincfs fhalt be completed r John, xiv. 2. " In ray 

Father's 
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14 THE FOLLY OF TURNING 

Father's houfc are many manfions ; if it were nor 
fo, I would have told you : I go to prepare a place 
for you." Tlie law cannot debar thee from this 
happinefsy it is fatisfied ; juftice has nothing to 
fay agaiuft thee, for the debt is paid : God is thy 
God ; and the tongue of men, nor of angels, can- 
not fully exprefs this privilege. 

Thirdly^ The truth of this weighty point in the 
text will farther appear, by infpefting- the pre-- 
tended gain which is acquired by turning 'afide 
from the Lord. — It may all be fummed up in thefc 
two particulars. 

1. It is nothing : Prov* xxiii. 5. (quoted abov^). 
All* the gain is but children's gain, which they 
have won. off their fellows, of which grown per- 
fons make no account *, and as little will a fpiri- 
tual heart account of gain got by tuniinjg afide 
fiom the Lord. It is a poor trade where a perfon 
is not gaining for his foul ; and no perfon will gain 
for this by turning afide from God. 

2, It is worfe than nothing. W.hat(bevei; thou 
thinkeft thou gaineft by turning afide from the 
Lord, a thoufand times more is going to deilruc* 
tion in the mean time. Count what thou giveft 
out, as well as what thou getteft in, and thou wilt 
^bon fee the gain worfe than nothing : Matth. xvi. 

26. " For what is a man profited, if he (hail gain 
the whole world, and lofe his own foul ? or what 
(hall a man give in exchange for his foul ?*' 

From all which it is evident, that no man fhall 
- better his condition, but ruin it, by turning afide 
from the Lord, let him turn to what hand foever 
he will.— I now proceed, 

III. To make fome improvement of this fub- 
jeft, in an ufe of information.— ^cnce/ 

I. You. 
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ASIDE FROM TifE LORD* I J 

1. You who have never yet turned to the Lord, 
but have been going afide from him all your cays, 
Vnow, that ye are yet in a ruinous condition ; there 
is nothing you can call yours, but what is vanity, 
and cannot profit or deliver. Ye will not be per- 
fuaded of this ; but remember it is explicitly told 
you ; and if grace do not open your eyes to fee it 
tin?ely, death will open them to fee it when it is 
out of time to mend the matter. 

2. Backfliders, be all of you convinced of the 
fooUfli choice ye have made, repent, and turn a- 
gain unto the Lord. "What have you gained by 
your departures from him ? Where is the advan- 
tage of the fad exchange ? Blafted profits ! ihort- 
lived pleafures ! leaving a fting behind them in the 
confcience! thefe will not compenfate for what ye 
have loft. 

3. Ye who'havc got near God in this ordinance, 
ye noay fee that it is your duty and intereft, by a 
holy tender walk, a living by faith, to hold where 
you are. Tf you ftep afide from God, you may 
well mar your cafe, you will never mend it this 
way. Entertain no curiofity to be on the other 
fide of the hedge j fatisfy yourfelves that there is 
nothing there but vain things,^ which cannot profit 
nor deliver, for they are vain : Ifa. xxx. 7. " For 
the Egyptian fhali help in vain, and to no purpofe j 
therefore have I cried concerning this, Their' 
ftrength is to fit fiill." 

4. Difappointed communicants may hence be 
fatisfied, that if you love your own fouls, it is not 
for your profit to go afide to another door, to jget 
your lof& at the door of God's houfe made up ano- 
ther way. Your cafe, it is likely, is fad, and Satan 
will ftrike in with the occafiou.to make you affair 
offer. But know of a truth, if you embrace it, 
inftead of mending your^condition, you fiiall make 
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your fad cafe yet fadder. Be peremptory in your 
refolutions, that you will wait upon the Lord, 
and not give over, how long foever ye be without 
fenfible fuccefs : Gen. xxxii. 26. " And the angel 
faid to Jacob, Let me go, for the day breaketh ^ 
and he faid, I will not let thee go, except thou 
blefs me." Go thou, and do likewife. 

5* Ye carnal 9nes, who are weary of waiting on 
about the Lord's' hand, and are longing to be back 
to the world as yotir element, faying in your heart, 
<« When will the Sabbath be over ?" ye may fee 
the propriety of checking thefe carnal motions ; 
ftir up yourfelves to feck the Lord, and to improve 
the prefent opportunity for making a happy fettle- 
ment for your fouls ; otherwife., if ye mifs fuch an 
occafionTof mending your condition, ye know 
. not if ever ye ftiall have it again j and by negled- 
ing it, ye run towards the ruining of your fouls. 

Let all be exhorted to cleave to the Lord, and 
trepible at the thought of turning afide from him. 
Be exhorted, with purpofe of heart to cleave 
'unto the Lord, Ads, xi. 23. Turn not afide 
from his precious truths, his holy ordinances, the 
way of holinefs and tendernefs in the whole of 
your converfation ; Tjut cleave to the Lord, his 
word, his way, and to whatever bears his ftamp. 
Turn not afide, whatever may be the temptation 
or allurement. Know of a truth, that it is but 
poifdn prefented,4n a golden cup to you, which 
will work the ruin of youi" condition ; it is but a 
gilded vanity, to cheat you cut of a fubftantial good : 
it is what will not fail to be bittcrnefs in the end. 
Have your eyes in your head, then, and forfeit 
not God's favour or fmiles for lying vanities. 

Again^ Turn not afide, whatever be the hazard 
of hblding on. Let devils and men run that as 

high 
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high as they will, as fure as God's word is truth, 
the greateft hazard is ever on the other fide ; and 
tbeywho turn afide run the moft fearful ri{k.— - 
Wherefore, take it home with you, lay it up in 
your hearts, and improve it in your daily walk; de- 
cide all your controverues with temptation, ma- 
naged by a fubtile devil, a carnal heart, or the 
men of the world, by this, — ^That you cannot turn 
afide, but " after vain things, which cannot profit^ 
nor deliver, for they arc vai?>." Amen. 



Vol. Iir. 3 lEsus 
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JESUS COMPLETELY QUALIFIED 
JOR HIS WORK*. ' 



SERMQN XLVI. 

3 s A. Ixi, 1,. ^he Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
hecaufe the Lord hath anointed me. 

THIS text is that upon vhich our Lord Jefus 
himfelf preached to the congregation of Naza- 
reth, Luke, iv. i6. — 19. And if ye afk of whom 
the prophet fpake, Jefus tells you, ver. 21. that 
it was of him.' Though the prophet perhaps had 
an eye to himfelf, and to the promifed deliver- 
ance from the Babylonifh captivity \ yei certain- 
ly Chrift, and the fpiritual deliverance by him, is 
the principal fubjed. Jefus is here defcribed as 
the Mediator between God and man. In the words 
we ^avc two things. 

I. The glorious qualifications of our Mediator : 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon we. Here are 
the three perfons of the Trinity diftinguifhed. The 
Lord God, his Son, and his Spirit. Our Lord 

Jefus 
* Delivered Sept. 171S. 
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Jefus being both God and min, the Holy Spirit, 
with all his gifts, was put on tlie man Clirift. At 
his b.iptifm the Spirit defcended. upon him like a 
dove, Matth. iii. i5. On him alfo the Spirit 
reded, and never ag^in departed, from him, but 
continued filling him at all times >vith graciis and 
gifts for the difcharge of his great truft. So that . 
he fays the Spirit is upon me, not is come upon me. 
— We have, 

2. The rea/oft of thefe glorious qualifications. 
This was, becaufe they were 'ncc^flary for the of- 
fice to vi4iich he was called : Becaufe the Lord 
God hath anointed me. It behoved him to be both 
God and man. As he was God, he could h^ve no- 
thing added to him ; but as he was man, it behored 
him to be endowed with unparalleled qualifications 
for this unparalleled office. — Here confider his call 
to the work. The Lord anointed him, as prophets, 
priefts, and kings were wont to be, and thus 
were called and fet apart to their refpcftive of- 
fices 5 in like manner was Chrilt called of the Fa- 
ther to the Mediatorial works, not with material 
oil, as they were, but with the Holy Spirit, which 

was fignified by that oil. Again, confider his 

mi (Ron : The hoid/enf him. He did not come un- 
fent to the world ; but his Father having called 
him, and furnifhed him for the work, fent him 
away to exercife his commiflion, and to perform 
his work» ■ • Confider, next, the work he. was 
called to, and fcnt out upon. Confider this work 
with refpe£k to ehrift himfelf 5 and it is threefold. 
Fir^, As a prophet or preacher of the gofpel, re- 
vealing the Father's mind. Secondly y A pricft or 
healer, a fpirituai phyfician, for fin-fick foulst^ to 
bind up the broken hearted. Thirdly, As a king, 
to iflTu^ out prbclamatious, far more joyful than 
B 2 ' ^' thofe 
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thofc of Cyrus to the captives^ as the fpiritual 
captivity and imprifonment is far worfe than a cor- 
poral one. — Confider the work as it refpefts the 
different forts of people with whom he has to 
deal ; and it is twofold. F'trjly Some of them 
have fome good in therii wrought by his Spirit ; 
and of thefc, fome are the meek, others are bro- 
ken hearted. Secondlyy Some of them have no 
good in them, they are captives, prifoners to Sa« 
tan. Both forts are in his commiffion, as perfons 
he has to deal with. — Confider this work as it re* 
fpefts the different cafes of thefe forts of perfons ; 
and it is fourfold, i^, To the meek, he has 
to carry good tidings, zdly^ To the broken- 
hearted, he has to bind up their wounds. '^Sy^ To 
the captives he has to give deliverance, ainl /^hiy^ 
'To the prifoners he has to open the prifon-doors. 
Thus he is, by the Father*6 fpecial appointment, 
to give fuitable help to each cafe. A more par- 
ticular explication of thefe things will be given as 
we advance in the fubje£l. ^ ' 

Now, here is a great work j and becaufe of it, 
(or, as it is in the Hebrew, anfwerable to it), he 
is endowed with the Spirit, with his graces and 
gifts, without which he could not be qualified 
for it. 

The fubjeft of our prefent difcoUrfe, is our 
Lord's qualification for his work: Ihe Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me. Here our Lord com^ 
mends himfelf to poor finners, that they may come 
to him, and be happy in him. Who can commend 
him to purpofe but himfelf ? He commends him-- 
felf to us, from the fulncfs of the Spirit lodged in 
him,, as in Rev. iii. i. *< And unto the angel of 
the church of Sardis write, Thefe things faith he 
that hath the feven Spirits'of God, and the feven 
ftars." As when the foul is gone, the body can 

move 
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move and aft no more ; fo where the Spirit of 
God is gone from men, they can do no more. good. 
While deftitute of die Spirit, they are fliut up un- 
der an uninterrupted barrennefs. Now, this is the 
natural cafe of the whole world. To the world, 
then, under. the want of the Spirit, Chrift here 
makes public proclamation, where the Spirit is to 
be found ; as if he had faid, « O all ye fpiritlefs, 
lifelefs finners, dead to grace and goodnefs, be it 
known unto you, the Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me* He fays as Jofeph faid to his brethren, Gen. 
xlv. 9. and downwards. The Spirit came upon 
Mofes and the prophets, but they could fpare none 
of their oil ; if they could, they could not have 
communicated it. But the Spirit is on me^ as the 
oil in- the ciftern, to be difperfed by the pipes of 
conveyance to poor finners who will come to me. 
This is indeed a proclamation of a tvell-ftored and 
cheap market, to a country periihing under f;i- 
mine, to which they fnould all refort. 

That this is the true intern of thefe words,^ ap- 
pears, Jirft^ Becaufe it is plain from the origi- 
nal accentuation, that the principal purpofe of the 
text, is not to fhew why the Spirit was on Chrift, 
(for in that cafe the chief ftop within the verft 
had been at broken hearted), but to-fliew, that 
the Spirit. /V on him, (for there the great ftop is.") 
7ke Spirit of the Lord God is upon mey &c. Second^ 
ly^ Becaufe an amaJzing change is prophefied, in 
the preceding chapter, to come upon the church 
of the Gentiles ; and fo here follows the account- 
ing for it : The Spiritcf the Lord God is upon nje^ 
to be communicated for cfFefting this change. 

From this part of the fubjedl, I obferve the fol- 
lowing ' 

DocXRiNB, That the Spirit of God was eminent- 
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ly otv Jefus Chrift^ to be communicated to poor 
fmners. 

This was typified by the ointment poured out 
on the head of the High Prieft, Pfal. cxxxiii. 2* 
Compare John, i. 16. 
y 
For illuftrating this doftrine, we propofe, 

I. To (hew in what eminent fort the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon Ghrift the Mediator. 

II. To confirm this point, That the Spirit is put 
upon Chrift tcTbe communicated r 

III. I will confider the reafonablcnefs and fuit- 
ablenefs of this glorious device, of the Spirit's be- 
ing put on Chrift, to be communicated to poor fin- 
ners. — And then, 

IV. We fhall in^rowe the fubje£L — We are, 

I. To (hew in what cmineirt fort the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon the Mediator. — ^Here we ob»- 
ferve, 

I. That the gifts. 3nd graces of the Spirit were 
conferred on Chrift's human nature in a Angular 
meafure: Pfal.xlv. 7. " God, thy God, hath anoint- 
ed th^e with tlie oil of gladnefs above thy fellows." 
What thefe are you may fee, Ifa. iii. 2. 3. Others^ 
have had much of thefe, but never any fo much 
of them as the man Chrift, though they were 
not infinite, which is a property peculiar to the 
divine perf eft ions. Thus his enemies were ob- 
liged bo confefs, that he fpoke as never man fpokci. 
And in this fenfe that teftimony, John, iii. 34* 
« God giveth not his Spirit by meafure unto, him," 
may be applied even to Chrift's manhood j name-* 
ly, tli"at God gives^not his gifts and graces to him 
fparingly, as out of a meafure, but with a full- 
hand moft abundantly. — We obferve, 

a. The fulnefs of the Spirit was upon the Me- 
diator I and th^t is au infinite fulnefs; for he iS' 

God 
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God as well as man : Col. ii. 9. '< For in him 
dwelled! all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodiljr*" 
The Holy Spirit is an infinite Spirit of boundiefs 
perfe£tions> all which Jefus Chrift as God doth fully 
poflefs. The divine nature, an unfathomable 
deptli of perfe£kions, was united to the human na- 
ture in our Mediator ^ fo that he has not only a 
portion of the Spirit, but the whole fulnefs of the 
Spirit, John, iii. 34. Saints have, and can have, 
b«t their meafure 5 but the ocean of perfefiions,. 
which knows no bounds, and all grace, were and 
was in him. — We obferve,. 

3. That the Spirit was at all times aHke on the 
Mediator. The Spirit came fometimes on the pro^ 
phets, itiftruGing them what to fay, and exciting 
them to fay it 5 but fometimes the fpirit of pro- 
phecy did not blow, they had it not at their 
command: i Peter, i. 2 J. "For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man ; but ho- 
ly men of God fpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft." i&e an inftance, 2 Sam. viL 2.-5. 
where the prophet Nathan knew not how to di- 
re£l David, till the word of the Lord came to him. 
So the Spirit of fan£lification in the faints, though 
he never departs from them, yet how often is there 
a dead caUn in their fouls, which requires them to 
fay, as in Song, iv. 26. " Awake, O north wind ! 
and come, thou fouth ^ Blow upon my garden, that 
the fpices thereof may flow out. Let my Beloved 
come into his garden, and eat his pleafant fruits." 
But the SpiritL refted on Jefus Chrift, Ifa. xi. 2 ; 
k dwelkth in him. Col. ii. 9. He never can be 
at a lofs for want of the Spirit, whofb waters 
in him are never (hallow, but ftiU continue alike 
deep. — ^We obferve, 

4. That the Spirit is upon him in the fulnefs of 
a fQuntain^ to \k communicated to thofe who come 

to 
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to him : Zcch. xiii. i. « In that day there ihall be 
a fountain opened to the houfe of David, and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, forfm and for unclean* 
nefs : So " J'^lus breathed on his difciples," John, 
XX. 22. and faid unto them, " Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoft." All others, even the faints in heaven, 
have but the fulnefs of a veffel, what only may fervc 
thcmfelves. But he has the fulnefs cf a fpring, 
where the waters are ever flowing, and therefore 
can furnifli all others who come to him, and yet 
have never the lefs to himfelf. — ^We come now, 

II. To confirmjthis point, lliat the Spirit was in 
Chrift to be communicated. — We obferve, 

!• That this is plain from fcripture-tefthno- 
ny : Rev. iii. i. "He hath the feven fpirits of 
God." All the faints ha v e the Spirit of God. He 
dwells in each of them ; if any man have not 
the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 
9. But then this is quite another thing than the 
Ample having of the Spirit. Chrift hath the Spirit 
as he hath the feven ftars, that is, at his difpofal, 
to give them or take them from whom he will : Pfal. 
Ixvi. 18. "Thou. haft received gifts for men ; yea, 
for the rebellious alfo, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them." Compare Eph. iv, 8. Whence 
it is plain, that Qirift receivg^ thefe gifts, received 
thexn to give them to men. — ^This is plain, 

2. For Chrift, as Mediator and Surety of the 
new covenant, is a common perfon, as Adam 
was in the firft covenant, who received the ftock 
of all mankind in his hand> and loft it. Now, free 
grace has made up the ftock again, and put it in 
a fure hand, where it never can be loft : Pfal. 
]xxxix. 19. « I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty." He is the fecond Adam, and therefore 

. ' the 
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the f ulnefs of the Spirit and of his grace is put upon 
him,^to be communicated by him to poor finncrs.-- 
Confider farther, 

3. That Chrift could not have been qualified to 
execute the office to which the Father had called 
hinn, without communicating the Spirit to thofe 
with whom he has to deal ; therefore fays the text, 
jT^e Spirit of the Lord God is upon fne, hecaufe he hath 
fent me to preach good tidings to the -meek. How 
(hall the poor meclc ones, who fee nothing in them 
or about them to recommend them to God, be- 
lieve the good tidings, without the Spirit of faith ? 
How can the broken hearted have their wounds 
bound up without the healing Spirit ? How can the 
captives and prifoners be delivered, unlefs the 
Spirit break off their fetters. — Confider, 

Lajlyy That it is from Jefus Chrift that all who 
partake of the Spirit do receive the Spirit ; there 
is lio, other channel of conveyance : John, i. 16. 
*< Out of his fulnefs have all we received, and grace 
for grace." John, vi. 63. " It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth : the words that I fpeak unto you are 
fpirft, and they are life." It is he who fends the 
Spirit, John, xv. 16. It is true, the Father is faid 
to give the Spirit to them that afk him, Luke, xi. 
13.; but it is ftill in Chrifl's name, and for his fake, 
John, xiv. 29. Theijeforc he is called the Spirit 
of God's Son, whom he fends forth into the hearts 
of his people. — We now proceed, 

IIL To confider the reafonablenefs and fuitable- 
ncfs of this glorious device, of the Spirit b^ing put 
on Chrift to be communicated^to poor finners. 

I. It is moft fuitable to the Father's honour, that 
guilty criminals partake of his Spirit through a 
Mediator. Gjd looted on all th« fallen race of 
man, and 'could be pleafcd with none of them : 

Pfal 



Digitized by Google 



26 JESUS COMPLETELY QiJALIFIED- 

Pfal. XIV. 3. " They are all gone a fide ; they are 
altogether become filthy." But -behold his own 
Son became man ! and he is well pleafed with him, 
with his perfon and mediation, and therefore w^ith. 
fmners in him, Matth. iii 17. In Chrift he meets 
with the finner ; and his juftice being fati&fied by 
him, he may, with fafety to his own honour, com- 
municate with the poor creatures, and they re- 
ceive his Spirit, as members of his own Son, their 
glorious Head. 

2. It is mod fuitable to the honour of the Son^ . 
who is appointed head over all things td the church, 
which is his body, Eph. i. 23. This is that ho- 
nour which his Father has put upon him, that he 
be the great fteward of heaven, the truftee for , all 
the ele&.of God, the great dilpenfer of the Fa- 
ther's favours, to the objefts of everlafting love. . 
And as Pharaoh put an honour upon Jofeph, by 
ordering his petitioners to go to Jofeph; fo does - 
the Father put honour upon Chrill, his own well- 
beloved Son, by a fimilar appointment. 

3. It is moft fuitable to the honour of the Holy 
Spirit ; for in this manner the gift of the Spirit 
appears to be by the infinite value of the blood of 
the Son of God: Rev, v. 6. "The Lamb.flain 
hath, fevcn horns and feven eyes, which ai^ the 

^ feven fpirits of God fent. forth into all the earth.'* 
No receiving of this aoly fire, but from the altar 
where a Saviour was flain. No communicating 
of that Spirit, but through the blood of the Re- 
deemer. 

Lajil^i It is mbft fuitable to the finner's cafe ; 
for Chrift is bone of our bone^-and fleih of our flefli. 
He is our near kinfman, through whom we oome 
to God ^boldly : Eph. iii. 1 2. " In whom we have 
boldnefs and accefs with confidence by die faith of 
him." We are not able to behold an unvailed 

# God, 
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God^ his gK)ry would dazzle and confound us > 
but through the vail • of the flefti of Chiift, we 
may behold him, and live. — We now come, 

IV. To a pradical improvement of the fubje£l. 
And this, 

Fiffi^ In an ufe for information. 
I. This lets us fee the tranfcendent glory and 
beauty of Jefus Chrift. Pharaoh could fay of Jo- 
feph to his fervants. Gen, xlviii. 38." Can we find 
fuch a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of 
God is ?" How does the firmament fliine with the 
ftars which fparkle in \x. ! How beautiful is the 
earth, when decked with the variety of the gifts 
of nature in the fpriny! But what are all thefe 
to the Mediator's glory and beauty, in whom all 
the gifts and graces of God's Spirit do center: 
Pfal. xlv. 2. " Thou art fairer than the fons of 
men ; grace js ppured into thy lips." There is 
no man, however well qualified, that excela in all 
things, there is a want in every individual, but 
no want in Chrift ; Song, v, i6.'« Yea, he is al- 
together Jovely." (Heb. He is all defiresj. — 
We may learn, 

2. The abfolute fulnefs and fiifficiency of Chrift 
to make the finner who comes to him perfe£lly 
happy ; he gives them reft, Matth. xi. 28. There 
is a lulnefs of the Spirit in him to anfwer all their 
necefiities, be what they will. Behold the whole 
conftellation of gifts and graces in our exalted/ 
Redeemer. Every good gift, natural, moral, or 
religious, come • from this Spirit. Some have 
one gift of him, f(5mc another 5 but our. Lord 
Jefus Chrift has all, which is more than all the 
excellencies to be found in artgels and men. And 
what can he want to beftow, who has the Spirit 

to 
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to give to thofc who come to him ?— We niay 
learn, 

3. The freedom of grace in Chrift. He has all^ 
and he communicates all freely. The fpringruns 
freely without price or hire. It is a pleafure to 
have a full bread fucked ; and it is a pleafure to ' 
our blefled Redeemer to do good and to commu- 
nicate to undeferving finners. — We may fee, 

4. The abfolute need we have of Cnrift. Ye 
are ruined without the Spirit, ye will pine away 
in your guilt, mil away in your conuptions, and, 
like dead corpfes, be buried out of God's fight, 
if ye get not the Spirit ; and ye cannot have the 
Spirit but from Chrift. This is the only market 
opened to relieve your nectfities. 

La/iiyj Ye are inexcufeable if ye continue with- 
out the Spirit^ for you may have the Spirit if you 
come to Chrift ; but, alas ! he may fay of us, as 
John, v. 40. " Ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life." I would raife your dead fouls, I 
would quicken you, I would make you as a w^U 
watered garden ; but alas ! ye care not for die Spirit: 
Prov. i. 25. " Ye have fet at nought all my coun- 
fel, and would none of my reproof." — We Ihall 
improve this fubje£l, 

SecofuUyy In an ufe of exhortation. 

I. I would exhort you, then, to come to Chrift, 
that ye may partake of his Spirit. Chrift is fay- 
ing to you this day. The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me. Come, and I will pour him out up- 
on you. Alas for the want of the Spirit this day I 
it appears fadly in the whole church, in the con- 
gregation, in neighbourhoods, and in families. 
There is enough of a felfifli, deVilifti, carnal, 
worldly, profane, and formal fpirit, but little of a 
holy heavenly fpirit, to be feen this, day. But we 
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may get the .%irit, if we will by faith come to 
Cbrift for it. O that we were all moving to 
him for this fpirit ! — ^To be more particular, we 
would exhort you, 

1 . Come to Chrift, O thou dead and lifelefs fin- 
laer, who art lying rotting under the power of thy 
lufts, who haft a heart within thee which cannot 
repent and mourn, or Jet go the dead . grip it has 
taken of the world, and of finful courfes. His 
Spirit is a ipirit of life, which will malce the dry 
bones live, th« withered foul flouriih as an herb, 
the heart, which is like a clog now in duties, to be * 
like the chariots of Aminadib rEph. v.i 4. <* Awake, 
thou that fleepeft, and arife from the dead, and 
Chrift will give thee light," 

2. Come, drooping, fainting, difpiritcd foul, 
-who art haraffcd with terrors, pierced wiUi fear- 
ful apprchenfionA, whofe heart is like a ft one, dy- 
ing within thee. His Spirit is a (pirit of light, life, 
and comfort; he binds up the broken hearted, makes 
light to arife to thofe who go mourning without 
the fun, takes off the fackcloth, and girds with 
giadnefs. 

3. Come, hard-hearted finner^ whom nothing can 
move, neitherjudgements nor mercies, who canft 
not mourn either for thy own fins, or the fins of 
the generation. His Spirit can foften the heart. 
He will take away your ftony heart, and give you 
an heart of flefli. An outpouring of -the Spirit, 
wjould melt down the heart, and diColve it in tears 
of godly forrow, this would break the bands of iron 
and brans : Zech,*xii. lo. " And I will pour out up- 
on the houfe of Ilfavid, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jcrufalem, the fpirit of grace and of fupplication 5 
and they fhall look upon me whom they have pier- 
ced, and they fliall mourn for him, as one mourn- 

VoL. IIL . C eth 
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cth for his only fon ; and (hall be in bitter- 
nefs for htm, as one that is in bitternefs for his 
iirft.born." 

4. CoVnc, ten\pted finner, who art harafled with 
temptations, and art ready to fay, One day I fhall 
fall before this great adverfary. The Spirit is a 
fpirit of power, 2, Tim. i. 7. It maybe, that temp^ 
tations come in on thee like a breaking forth of 
waters, threatening to fweep all before them ; but 
come to Chrift for his Spirit, who is able to ftcm 
the tide, to create ^peace, and to mske thee^more 
than a conquerpr. 

5. Come, unfruitful fm'ner. The Lord is ats 
much pains with you by ordinances and providen- 
ces, yet you lire barren I you bring forth nofniit 
anfwerable to the pains erf the Huibandman. What 
is the reafon the Spirit comes not with the word 
and providences ? But you may have the Spirit from 
Chrift, and this would make you fruitful: £pb« 
V. 9. « For the fruit of the Spirit,^ is in all good* 
nefs, and rrghteoufnefe, and truth." The blowing 
of that wind from heaven would tnake thefpices flow 
out, Cant. i\f^. 16. ami caufc you to make progrefa, 
in your journey to the Zion above. 

6. Come, unholy finner. The Spirit wHch Chrift 
has to give, is a fpirit of hoHnefs, Rom. i. 4, 
He works like water in wafliing the polluted ibu)^ 
like fire in burning up corruption. He is the great 
principle of holinefs, who works it wherever he 
comes, and inakcs of the very worft a vcflel fit for 
the Matter's ufe. 

Laftlyy Come to Chrift for his Spirit, whatever 
your cafe be ; you will find a fuitable cure from 
him, by the fulnefs of the Spirit in him ; he is fu^t* 
cd for every cafe that is put in his hand : Col. ii. 
9. 10. " For in him dwelleth all the fulneis of ^he 
<3odhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, 

who 
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p IS the head of all principalities .and powcis." 
IwiU be eyes to the bliiid, light to them that fit 
brkne&, legs to the lamcj meac to the hungry, 
jk to the thirfty^ cloathing to the naked ; all in 
i.-srTo preljail wkh you in coming to Clirift for 
i4>e Spirit, I would offer you the following Mo- 
tives. 

Mot. I. The Spirit of the Lord is abfolutdy ue* 
ceflary for you to hav^, you eanaol want him, 
you muft have him. The w^rldmay as well want 
tiic fun, moon, and ftars^ as you can want the 
Spirit 'r for without the Spirit ye can do nothing 
but fin. When the fout is away, the body is dead, 
and can do nothing but He and rot* in a grave : And 
when the Spirit ot God is not in a man, he is dead 
La Btiy and can do nothing but fin : John, vi 6^,, 
« It is the fpixit thatquickneth, the flefliptofiteth 
nothing : the words that I fpeak unto you, they 
arc fpirit, and they are life/' Ye cannot have a 
good and ao^cptable thought,^ nor perform any- 
juty acceptable : Johfl,^i;v. 24.^* God is aS^n^ 
and they that worfliip him, muft worfhip him iiir 
fpirit and. iu truth." So that all piins are loft 
u]K)n thce^ as on the dead tree, to which fummer 
and winter are alike, — Again, without -the Spirit, 
ye are oohe 4f ChrilVs, R.om. viii. 9, « If any man 
have not the Spit it of Chrlft, he is. none of his." 
Aflthofe who"^ are Chrift's, they are feakd and mark- 
ed witli the Spitit of Chriil : Eph. i. 13. « In 
whom alfo, after that ye believed, ye were fcaled 
with the Holy Spirit of prortiire." Men.fet their 
mark on their fliieepi and therefore fays one^ If 
luch a one be one of my fheejj, it has fuch a-Juark,; 
io f:iy^ our Lord, If one of my flieep, he has my 
Spirit in him -, and fo without the Spirit,, without. 
Chrift, and without the Eather-^ therefore without 
the Spirit, without God in the v.^osld.r-Fardier, 
Q' ^ without 

Digitized by Google 



32 'J£SUS COMPLETELY <ilJrALIFIEJ> 

M^ithout the Spirit, ye arc undone for ever ; for fo 
ye are without God, and therefore without faope^ 
Eph. ii. 12. The dead corpfe may be kept a while,, 
but when there is no hope of the return of life, 
it is buried in a grave ; fo, without the Spirit, y© 
may be kept a while through God's patience, but 
the end will be, to be caft into the pit, and buried 
out of God's fight in fiery flames. 

Mot, 2. You cannot h^ve the Spirit but from* 
Jefus Chrift. The bleficd Mediator is the^ bowl 
from which this holy oil is conveyed to all the* 
lamps which burn with it. The Spirit, fays he, is on. 
me : i John, ii. 20. « But ye have an unc):ion fron^ 
the hofy One^ and ye know all things,*' ver. 27* 
" But the anointing which ye have received of him, 
abideth in you." The Egyptians muft have ftarvedj^ 
if they had not been fupplied with com by Jofeph, 
for he had all the corn at his difpofal ; and we mufb 
be for «ver without the Spirit, if we receive hinx 
not from Chrift. The Spirit dwells in none but as. 
members of Chrift 5 and whence ftall the membera 
have life but from the Head ? 

Mot. 2* Y^ "™^y ^^^^ ^^ Spirit, and that freely^ 
from Chrift: Prov. i. 23. "Turn ye at my reproof ;. 
behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto, you, I will 
make known my words unto you." And the pro- 
mife is very bountiful, ye may have all free of 
coft : Rev. xxii. 17. ** And whofoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely." The ISpirit on 
Chrift is that water of life which -gives life to the 
dead, and life more abundantly to the living ; and 
the terms are, Afk of him, and he will give thee 
living water, John, iv. 10. Not only drops of 
the fpirit, but the fpirit poured out, floods of the 
fame: Ifa. xliv. 3. " For I will pour water upon 
him that is thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground ; 
I will pour xjiy fpirit upon thy feed, and my blefll^ 
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ing upon thirte offspring," John^ Yti. 3*^ 3^4 « He 
t^ai btflicveth on: wty a» tbe ffarit>ture bath' £iidy 
Dut of his belly fhall flow rivers of living, rwatiir* 
(But tfaisfpafae he of the Spirit^ whi'dl ^hey fSiat 
believe on him (tiould receive; for the Holy Ghofli 
was sot yet ^en, becatife that Jefus* wael not fct 
^kwifiect)." 

I»^y9 By wsiy of motive, if ye will not* ci>mo 
to Chrift) f<)ritfae Sph'it>. ye' judge yoitrfeh«ruRwoi>> 
thy of- eternal; li£e,ryc are flighters of Cbrtil, amd 
dreadful will your reckoning be : Prov. i* 24.— 27- 
-*« Becaufe I have called, and ye have rcfufed : I 
have ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded. 
•But yc have fet at nought VII my counfel, and would 
none of my reproof. I alfo will laugh at your ca- 
lamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as defolation, and your 
deftruiiion cometh as a whirlwind j when diftrefs 
and ajQguifh cometh upon you." It will be more 
tolerabfc for thofe who never heard where they 
might partake of the Spirit than for you. 

In conclufion, I Ihall only add the following Di- 
rections. 

1 . Pray earneftly for the Spirit, in the name of 
Chrift ; you have a promife of the Spirit; fays God 
by Ezekiel, xxxvii. 27. " And I will put my'fpirit 
within you.'' "And faid Jefus, « If ye then being e- 
vil, knowhow togive good gifts unto your children, 
how much more (haJl not your heavenly Father 
give his Holy Spirit to them that afk him r Takfe 
courage then, believe the promife, prefs it, and 
4epend upon it. 

2. Unite with Jeftts Chrift, acjcepting him in 
the gofpeUoffer, and giving yourfelves away free- 
ly to him. Bring your dead foul to the Lord 
of life, and he will breathe in it, aYid ye fliall be 
•like the dead man laid in the fepulchre of Ellfha, 
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who revived^ and ftood upon his feet, when- 
ever he toudied the prophet's bones^ 2 KingSy 
xiii. 21. 

Lajlfyf Wait and look for die Spirit in Chrift's 
ordinances, efpecially the preaching of the gofpel. 
They who would, have the wind to blow on diemi 
go out into ^e open ^ir ; though they may for the 
prefent mifs it, they wait till it blows, when in 
Ifke manner exercifed, then you fhaU know that 
the miniftration of the Spirit is glorious, 2 Cor^ 
iii. 8. Amen. 



JESU^ 
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lOR HIS WORK. 'r 



SERMON XLIt 



£sA« Ixi. I. Th^ Spirit of the Lord God is upon mff, 
Ifecauft the Lord hatb anointed rn^ 

UNDER this.part of the text, we propofe to 
confider the Qeceflity'of the fulnefs of the 
dpiric beih? lodged in ChriiL It was neceflary, 
becaufe the Lord, had anointed.him unto, andfent 
him forth upon the. Mediatory work. TTie great- 
ncfs of that, work required it.r»-Hcre I obferve the 
following Doctrines. . . 

DocT. L That our Lord Jefus Chrift.was by the 

Father anointed to, and fent forth ^upon, the. 

Mediatory work.— ^Or, in other words. 
That our Mediator, the Lord Jieftis, was anointed 

by die Father unto this oiEce, and fent forth by 

him to this work. 

'••.'•' "^ • • DocT • 
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DocT. II. That the work upon which Jefus the 
Mediator was fent forth, neceflarily required 
the f«kief6 of the Spirit to be lodged-in-huxu — 
We begin with 

DocT. I. That our Lord Jefus Chrift was by the 
Father anointed to, and fent forth upon, the Me- 
diatory work.r-*Op, in ol&fer words. 

That our Mediator, the Lord Jefuj, was anoint- 
ed by the Father unto this office, and fent forth 
by him to this wo£k.<<— Ia illuArating this doc- 
trine, I fliall, 

I. C0NSIDBR the aneiBting here mentioned. 
IL Speak cjf the fending which flowed from and 
followed upon it. 

III. Make fome praiS^ical improvement. 

♦..''• > . ■ - .• . 

I. 1 Am to cpnfidpr the anointing here memion- 

cd. In attending to this, I fliall,^fy7, flrcw what 
is meant by this anointing. Secondly y Wherewith 
Chrift was. anointed. - , ^ , 

Flrfly We are to fliew what is meant b'ylhiif 
anointing., tender the Old l^eftament, anpinthig'. 
was^ ac^reipony ufed for confeoratifig king^ priefts; . 
and prophets : thus David was anointed Icing, Aaron 
was anoititi^d priefti. Elifha anointed a prophet. 
This ccrejnony Signified two things :-*-iTie de(Tg-.^ 
nation of the pcrfon to the oiffce. It belitg a Ggn, 
by- the divine apjpointmenti that this wag- the perr 
{on whom God had called to this work \ it was^- 
fo i difcover y, of the divine purpofe^ as thereby the 
perfon wa& confecrated to the ofiice ; though fom&- 
times, it was long after that he. got his ordfers to 
ptoceed to the a^ud exercife of it. T!km Siamtiel, 
hytbe command of the Lord, anointed iDaVidlcihg 
long before he afliuned the government^ i Sam. 

xvi. 
\ 
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XVI. 1 3* — A'gain, this ceremony alio fignifiecj the 
endowment of the perfon with abilities aiui quali- 
fications neceflary to fit him for the work. ThuS) 
when Sajttl was anointed king, God gave him an- 
other heart, i Sam. x. 13.. ** And when David wto 
ancMnted king, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him from that day forward," i Sam. xvi. 13. 
Accordingly, Chrift's anointing (ignifies two 
things. / .1 

1 . His defignation to the Mediatory office. The 
Father pitched upon his Son, and fet him apart 
for this grand work, to recover a ruined . world* 
He made choice of him to be the repairer of. the 
great breach, and {}ut the breach under bis handv 
Hence he is called God's elcft or chofen one : Ifa. 
xlii. I. « Behold (fays God) my fervant whom I 
uphold, mine eledt in whom my foul dclighteth.** 
Chrift's anointing figniSeJj' . ' 

2. His being fitted and fumifhed for that office 
to which he was dcfigned and fet apart : John, iiii 
31. "For he" whom God hath fent, fpeaketh the 
words of God, for God gJveth not the Spirit bvmca* 
fiire unto him/^ Hence it is faid x>f him, tnat h« 
is able to fave them tp the uttermoft that come uft» 
to God by him, feeing he ever Hveth- to make in-» 

' terceffion foi them ." It was.an uriparallcled' work» 
and fo unparalleled qualifications; were neceflary 
for it. He was jpitched upon to be the Father's 
fervant in the great work of recovering an eleft 
world. He was infitiitely wife who made the 
choice, and therefore could not but pitch on a fuit- 
able perfon : He was alfo infinitdy powerful, and 
all fuificient, and therefore could fully qualify him 
for it. We have both the choice and the furni- 
ture together : Ka^ xlii. l. " Behold my fervant' 
whom I uphold, mine eleft in whom my foul de-. 
lighteth : I have put my fpirit upon him ; he ihalL 

bring 
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bring forth judgement to the Gentiles.** And thh 
is the import of the aht)inting;— But kt us view it 
more particularly. 

In die defignation or choice made by the Father^ 
Infinite wifdom appeared in it moft confpicuoufly,^ 
%vithinfinitclove to an elefl world. When the divine 
decree and purpefe of man's redemption was laid 
A(mn by. the Trinity, the great thing next to be 
confidered was^ who fhould undertake the work, 
and bo the Redeemer* No mere man could be 
cfaofen^ for none could have a back to bear fiich a 
bvrden. All were guilty, and could-not fatisfy for 
their own fin, for lefspurehafe falvatbn for others. 
No angel couM be chofen^ fbr even they, with their 
ftock, could not have been able to ha«e difcharged 
the debt, in regard it was infinite; wherefore the 
Father made choice of his own Son, as a perfon 
who could undertake -h : PfaL Issicxi^. nj ao., 
w'Then tbou fpakeft in vifion. to thy hrly 0ne, and 
fJndAV I ha^e^Md help upon one tbdft is mighty; 
l&ive:eji;ah:ed one cbofeh outt)f the people ; Ihave- 
fomnd David my^fetvanr, and^thitiy holy oil hav« 
Janoiiite'd him-" H© being the Son of God, it 
A>iibttefe became the. divine perfc£tians to pitch qn 
Wmv-te owe who \rsit w purchafe for us the adop- 
ribn ojPfons>. and tcx. bring many children to; glory. 
r^-Lct' vfc view tbis stiKftftting, 

In qualify ingj him fot the work> in .which* tlie 
fame love and wifdomapdears. Our Mediator had to 
die, for " without fhedding of blood-, there could be 
no remifEon of fin." The divine nature was not ca- 
pable of dying, therefore he prepared him a body : 
Meb. X. 5. " NVhereforc, when he cometh into the 
world, he faith. Sacrifice and oftcring thou wouldll 
not, but a body haft thou prepslred me." T^ie 
fame' nature which finned had to fufFer -, tlierefore he 
did mot-create him i^ body out of nothings but prepa- 
red 
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wd him one of the feed of Adam. He vns cho- 
fcH out of tyw people : (Sal. iv. 4. " God fent forth 
fais8on, m^de of a woman, made under the law/' 
But fafTthcTjOur Twfture was corrupted, and ourfleCh 
fittful fle§i ; dierefore it could not- be immediateiy 
united to the divine natore ; wherefore he fan£ti« 
fied the fubftance of which that precious body 
^as formed, and made him a holy human nature : 
Heb. vii. 26. "For fuch an High-prieft became 
us, who is holy, harmlefs, ufidefiled, feperate from 
fiimers, and made higher than the heavens.*' 
While what die human nature could do 01 fufFer, 
would not have pofiefied fufiicient virtue, if fepara- 
ted from the divine ; therefore he oinites it with 
it, John, i. 14. « And the word was mfade flefh,aiMi 
dwelt among us.*' And heote the h^man nature 
was filled with all gifts and graces ncccflary to it, 
for that part which k was to a£t in the great work. 
—Let us now, ^ 

Secondly, Inquire wherewith Chr^ft was anointed. 
Not with material oil, but with the Spirit, (ighified 
by it : PfaL xlv. 7. « God thy God hath anointed 
thee with the cA\ of gladnefs, above thy fellows." 
And while the defignation of tjie perfo^ was from 
eternity,- the Spirit's defcending upon him like a 
dove at his baptifm, was the difcovcry of that eter- 
nal choice, and ferved for the vifible defignation 
of him to the ^ world: Matth. iii. 16. 17. «< And 
Jefus, when he was baptifed, went up ftraight way 
out of the water : and, lo ! the Jieavens were opened 
unto him, smd he faw the Spirit of God defeend*- 
Ynglike a dove, and lighting upon him : And, lei 
a voice from heaven, faying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleafcd." And by the 
fame Spirit it -was that he was qufdrfied and ^tted 
for the Mediatory work, his holy humafinatuvc feed- 
ing with it.T-If it be inquired, how his having 

been 
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been anointed can be the reafon of the Spirit's be- 
tng upon him» when die Spirit was that with which 
he was anointed ? I anfwer. That Chriff's having 
been anointed with the Spirit to qualify him for the 
Mediatory work, is a very proper reaibn why the 
Spirit was lodged and continues to be in Chrift, to 
be communicated from him to the members of his 
myftical body, 

II. We are now ftiortly to fpeak of the fending 
of Chrift by the Father. As he anointed^ fo he 
ient him. This means the Father's calling him 
out unto the exercife of his office for which he had 
been deGgned^ and for which he had been quali- 
fied. He was feafonably fent to the work by the 
Jather, and he willingly came and put hand to it, 
for. his Father's glory, and the falvation of poor an- 
ners : PfaL xl. 87. « Then faid he, Lo I come ; in 
the volume of the book it is written of me, I de- 
light to do thy will, O my God ! Yea, thy law is 
within my heart.*' We may obferve three periods 
of this fending. 

Thc^rjl period was at Adam's fall, when aU 
imankind ^as newly ruined by the firft fin 5 then 
ithe Mediator came and looked on the ruins of the 
world, Gen. iii. 8. j preached deliverance to the 
captives, ver. 15. telling them that the feed of the 
.woman (hoidd bruife the head of the ferpent. He 
•healed the broken hearted, by covjering Adam and 
bis wife with coats of fkm, ver. 2 j . even the ikins 
of facrifices, a type of the rightcoufnefs of a flain 
Redeemer. Thus he underpropped the world by 
his mediation, when all was fhaken loofe by man's 
difobedience. He began immediately to repair the 
breach, and kept the world from abfolute and irre- 
parable ruin. 

The' 
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The /econd period was at his birth, in tlie ful- 
nefs of time, when he~becanie man, being born of 
the virgin : Gal. iv. 4. " When the fulnefs of the 
time was corne^ God fent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law." The world was 
then in a deplorable condition ; the knowledge of 
the true God was loft among the Gentiles, religion 
was corrupted among the Jews, fome few were 
groaning for the confolation of Jfrael. Then he 
came in the fleih, being born of a mean woman, and 
laid in a manger ; but at his birth the angels fung, 
as ill Luke, ii. 14. << Glory to God in the higheft, 
and on earth peace,, good-will towards men." 

The tbird period was when he entered on the 
public exercife of his miniftry at his baptifqi ; then ^ 
was he, in a fpecial manner, fent out on that work 
to which he was called : Matth.iii. 17. "This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I.atn well pleafed." 
Mattb. iv. 17. « From that time, Jefus began to 
preach, and to fay, Repent, for the kingdomof God 
is at hand.'* Then he went about his work, preach* 
ing the gofpel, to bring fnmers to God ; he alfo 
became obedient unto the death, according to 
the everlafting covenant between him and his 
Father. 

III. We now j^oceed to make fome praftical 
improvement. 

y?. In an ufe of information. 

I . This fubje£l informs us, that the falvation 
of finners was the concern of a whole Trinity. 
How great a work mud it be, when the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, each a£ted their 
part for bringing it about. The Father fent the 
Son, the Son fubmitted to be fent as Mediator^ 
and by the Holy Spirit he was fitted for the work. 
Never, then, think little of that falvation, which rc- 
VoL. III. D quired 
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quired fucli caufes and authors to bring it about. 
-^It informs us, 

2. That Jefus Chrift is perfeAIy able to fave 
fmners : Hcb- vii. 25. ** He is able to fave to the 
tittermoft." He was the FatJicr's choice to that 
^reat work, which may affurc us he was an able 
hand for it. He has all given him to fit him for 
it> which the fulnefs of tbe Godhead aiibrds. 
, The /Father had never taken him cautioner, if he 
had not been perfeftly able to pay the debt. He 
had never laid the finner's help upon him, if he had 
not been.^k to bear the weight of it. 

.3. .See here the manifold wifiiom of God, how 
it is displayed in tire contrivanceoffahration through 
Chrift. Tne firft creation was a work of wifdom i 
but the fecond was more fo j the confufed heap at 
firft was little in comparifon of the confufion fin 
brought into the world, but divine wifdom brought 
order out of this confufion. Truth meets with 
/mercy, righteoufnefs and peace embrace each other, 
fin is punifhed, and the finner fpared. Out of the 
^eatcft, affront to God, rifec the occafion of his 
greateft glory, his Son's obedience inftead of theirs. 
When at the fall hell rejoiced, angels ftood afto- 
niftied, and men lay groveling in the depth of 
mifery, wifdom found out a way of recovery, to 
the marring of the devil's joy, tfie diffipating man's 
' fears, and giving angels a myftery of wifdom to 
pry into : Eph. iii. 10. " To the intent that now 
*into the principalities and powers in heavenly pla- 
ces, might be known by the church the manifold 
wifdom 'of God, according to the eternal purpofe 
which he purpofed in Jefus Chrift our Lord." 

4. See here the amazing mercy of God to objefls 
Ml the deepeft mifery. To have given rebel fmncrs 
fome years refpite from their due puniihment, to 

- have 
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liave locked them up. in hell, to be releafed after 
foxne millions of years, would have glorifi«*d mer- 
cy ; but for an offended God to provide a Media- 
tor himfelf, proclaims che height and depth of in* 
finite mercy. 

5. Sec here the love of God to poor finners* 
Thie love of the Father is wonderful, 111 fending 
his own Son to recover iinners by his obedience 
and death : John, iii. 16. " God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his Son, hie only-begotten Son, unto 
the death, the moft bitter death, even the death-of 
the-Ciofs." — The love of Chrift, which undertook 
that heavy work for poor finners. Here is love 
itdniiirahle in aU its dimenfions : Chrift coming in 
the room of fmncrs^. If ye doubt his love, look 
into his pierced fide,, and behold its glowings there. 
-^Thc love of the Spirit dwelling in Chrift, as the 
Head, to enliven poor tinners as his members^ 
beiiig in him, exciting, moving him forward to 
the work, and fitting Hm for it. —I (hall only add 
an ufe of exhortation. 

O ! firs, let Chrift be your choice, as he was the 
Father's. His Father is well pleafed witli him, be- 
you aUa well pleafed with him Employ him inyour* 
every cafe, put all your cafes in his hand, lay your 
help where the Father hath laid it. Receive Him 
whom the V Father hath fent, receive him for ail 
the ends to which the Father hath anointed and fent 
him. He is called Meffuh, and Chrift, to denote 
his being anointed as the Prophet, Prieft, and King 
of his people ; he was anointed for all thcfe offices,, 
receive and improve him in them all. He is anoint- 
ed as the great Prophet, to declare the mind of 
God to (inners : Ifa. Ixi. i . He is to « preach good 
tidings to the njieek." Receive him for your Pro- 
phet, and teacher ; renouncing your own wifdom, 
fubm:t yourfelvestobe taugKtby his word and Spirit ; 
D 2 ami 
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and go to him for dire£lion in all cafes. He is an 
anointed Prieft : Pfal. ex. 4. « The Lord hath fworn, 
and wiU not repent, thou art a Prieft for ever after 
the order of Melchifedec." Receive him as your 
Prieft, laying the weight of your fouls on his fa- 
crifice and interceffion ; renouncing all confidence 
in yourfelves. Carry your guilt to him, to be car- 
ried o£F by his atonement, and put all your fpiri- 
tual facrinces in his hand, . for only out of his hand 
will they be accepted. He is anointed King : 
Pfal. ii. <5. ** Yet have I fet my King upon my holy 
hill of Zion." Submit yourfelves a willing people 
to the royal Mediator, to receive his command- 
ments, to live Recording to his laws, topurfuethe 

, intereft of his kingdom in the world, and to fight 
under his banner again ft the devil, the world, and 
the fiefli'i fince for thcfe ends he is fent, and has 
come, it lies on us to receive him as fuch. And 
that this may have weight with you, confider, 

(i.) Who fent him; the Father, the firft perfon 
of tlie glorious Trinity : John, v. 37. " The Fa- 

"ther himfelf," faid he, « tliat hath fent me, hath 
borne witnefs of me." And will we not welcome 
him whom the Father hath fent, and entertain 
him for the ends for which he is fent ? The Father 

.had a concern fpr the falvation of loft finners, and 
hath fent them a deliverer, a Saviour. How will you 
anfwer if you flight him ? — Confider, 

(2.) Wnois fent. The Father hath put an honour 
on man, beyond what he hath put on angels, in 

' that he. feijt a Saviour for the one, not for the bther. 
Had he fent a lower perfon, an angel, with what 
profound refpefl: ought we to have received him as 
the meflenger of the Lord ? how much more ^xrhen 
he hath fent his own Son ? — Confider, 

(3.) The errand and defign on which he was fent; 
namely, to recover a loft world, to make up the 

peace 

Digitized by Google 



FOR HIS work:.. 45 

peace between God and finners : Lute, Xix. ro. 
«* For the Sen of man is come to feek 3nd to fave 
that which was loft." O! may not his errand 
make hini a welcome mefTenger to the world ? If' 
we will not receive him on this errand, we arc 
felf-deftroyers a fecond time, who having firft given 
ourfelves a dreadful wound, in the next place re- 
jc£b the Saviour, the Phyfician fcnt to us. — Con* 
iider,^ ^ 

(4.) The work he was fent upon for this end ;. 
doing-work, fuffering-^ork. His doing- work we 
hare in our text, it will be pleafing and acceptable 
to fenfible fipners. His fuffering-work was hard 
work, but was a neccffary foundation for the other. 
He preached good tidings, but he brought them 
from his own death. He bindeth up the broken- 
hearted, but the healing medicine is his own blood ;. 
he proclaims deliverance, but the ranfom was his 
€>wi> life. — Coniider, 

(5.) "Whence and whither he was fent ; from the 
Father's bofom to this earth, where he was enter- 
tained with all evil treatment, till they nailed him 
to a crofs, and he was buried in a grave, Phil. ii. 
6^ — 8. He was fent from the regions of blifs' to 
this lower world, .and refufed liot the journey ; he 
was fent from the halleluiahs of angels, to endure 
the contradidlion of finners againft himfelf. And 
when he is come, will We not receive him ? 

Lajllyy Confider the neceflity of this miffion:^ 
PfaT, xl. 6. « Sacrifice and oiFering thou didft not 
defire ; mine ears haft thou opened ; burnt-offer- 
ings and fin-dfFerings halt thou not required 5 then 
faid I, Lo ! I come." The world had univerfally 
perifhed without remedy if he had not come. He 
bare up the pillars thereof, and 'C^rarded off the blow^ 
of juftice, by laying his own neck on the block.. 
And now that he is come, he muft be embraoed* 
D 3 and 
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and improve^, elfe we perifti ; for, A£bs, iv. 1 2- 
** Neither is there falvation in any oth^r : for there 
is none other name under heaven, given among.^ 
men, whereby we muft be faved." There is no 
other faJvation to look to: Heb. ii. 3^ " How then 
fhall we efcape, if we negle£k fo great falvation ?" 
—I fhall now go on to Uluftrate very briefly. 

Doctrine II. That the work upon which the 
Mediator wa& fent forth, neceflarily required the 
fulnefs of the Spirit to be lodged in him^ 

In illuftrating this, all that I intend is, To con- 
firm the pbint briefly, and then conclude with a 
very fhort improvement. 

To confirm this point, we nee<} do no more but 
give a fhort account of Chrift's Mediatory work. 

I. Chrift is the Darys-man betwixt God and fin- 
' ners. He was employed to take cognifance of the 
diference between the two parties, to decide who 
it was had done the wrong, ^nd on what terms 
they might be reconciled. Hence we read, John> 
V. 22. « For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
cpmmitted all judgement unto the Son.^ He has 
framed the covenant of reconciliation, as Media- 
tor between' the parties : Song, iii. 9, " King So- 
lomon made himfelf a chariot of thi^ wood of Le- 
banon." In him is found what Job fo much de- 
fired, Job, ix. 3. J. « a days- man to lay his hands 
upon both ;" namely, to keep the difTenting parties 
afunder, left they fliould fall foul of one another. 
This the Mediator had to do; this he did when he 
limeoufly ftept in betwixt an offended God and 
|ruilty finners, like the ranKaugh tin the thicket, when 
Ifaac was lying bound on the altar, which flopped 
the execution, and held the' hand of juftice, Pfal,. 
vi. 7. (quoted above) .-*-Hc is a days-man,, to keep- 
then^ 
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tkem together^ left they (hould quite feperate, and 
tlie reconciliation of the parties Wow up. Thus 
Chrift deals with fmners, who^therwife woiild 
run away ftom God| and never come in terms 
with him. Thus he did with our firft parents, 
whom he brought out of their hiding-place^ to fet 
matters on a new footing. 

2. He is the Mefienger that goes betwixt the 
parties^, intimating the mind of the one to the 
other, in order to make reconciliation. And in this 
refpeS Mofes was a typical mediator : Deut. v. 5, . 
<< I ftood between the Lord and you at that time,, to 
fliew you the word of the Lord ; for ye wer^ afraid by 
reafo»of the fire, and went not up into the mount." 
Sa Chrift is called the.Meflenger of the covenant, 
Mai. iii. I. He brings the Lord's mind to poor 
finnerS) unfolds the thoughts of love which were 
from eternity in his breaft : John, i. 1 8. " No man 
hath feen God at ahy time, the only-begotten Son^. 
vrho is in the bofom of the Father, he hath decla- 
red him." Thus he brings down the covenant out^ 
of the regifter of heaven, and proclaims it to re- 
bels : And if there be any among them content to 
come into it, and who accept of it, he reports their 
acceptance to his Father : John, xvii: 6. " For I 
have given unto them the words which thou gaveft 
unto me, and they have received them, and have 
known furely that I came out from thee y and they 
have believed that thou didft fend me." 

3. He is4i Surety betwixt the parties, and there^ 
fore is call^ the furety of a better teftament, Heb. . 
vii. 2Z. V. engaging and taking burden upon him on 
their behalf, that fo the peace may be firm and. 
lafting. — Chrift, the Mediator, is furety. for man 
to God. In the firft covenant, man had no furety. 
for himfelf ; and there needed none. He was able- 
to do all that was required of him j for he was in. 

good 
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good cafe, there was no flaw in his eftate^ but m his 
fallen (late, God would not take his word, nor his 
moft folemn engagement 5 it behoved him to, have 
a furety to undertake for him, and that both by 
way of fatisfadtion and caution. Man was bro- 
ken, was drowned m debt which he never would 
be able to pay, and fo he needed a furety to make 
fatisfa6bion, who fhould be ablci and would en- 
gage himfelf to pay the debt. Chrift the Mediae 
tor then became furety for the broken man, un- 
dertook to pay all his debt, gave in his bond for 
it in the covenant of redemption, which the Father 
accepted : Pfal. Ixxxix. 19. "I have laid help up- 
on one that is mighty ;*' he engaged body for body^. 
life for life, like Judah for Benjamin, Gen. xliii. 
9. ; in the fulnefs of time he paid the debt, and 
got up the difcharge at his own refurreftion from 
the dead. Man was falfe and fickle, and not to 
be trufted ; fo needed a cautioner who would bind 
for his good behaviour. Chrift became cautioner 
for the poor prodigals, engaging himfelf that they 
ihall confent to the covenant: John, vi. 37. «• All 
that the Father giveth me, (hall come to me : and 
him that cometh to me,. I will in no wife caft out*** 
And that having confented, they fhall hold by it, 
and never' fall away totally and finally : John, x. 
28. " And I will give unto them eternal life, and 
they (haH never perifh, neither ihall any one pluck 
them out of my hand." By his Spirit of faith ami 
hoHnefs, which he puts in them, he accordingly fe- 
cures them. — He is alfo furety for God to man. 
He undertook that God's part of the covenant iliall 
bepundually fulfilled to us : 2 Cor. i. 20 . « For all the 
promifes of God in him are yea, and in him amen, 
to the glory of God by us." It is true, the infinite 
veracity and power of the principal leaves no need 
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of a furety, in rcfped of himfelf ; but poor guilty 
finnersj fcnfible of their own- unworthinefs, are 
timorous^ mifbelieving, diilruftful creatures 5 and 
therefore, that they may be helped to believe, there 
is a Surety of their own nature, even the man Chrift 
Jefus, granted unto them. That all the promifes of 
God in the covenant, fhall be fulfilled to thofe who 
come into it, he has completely enfured. He has 
given his eautionary word : John, v. 24. " Verily> 
verily, I fay unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and belicveth on him that fent me, hath everlaft* 
ing life,, and fhall not come into condemnation, but 
is pafied from death to life." He hath given his 
Spirit as the earned and feal of the promifes, £ph. 
i^ 13. «« In whom alfo, after ye believed, ye were 
fealed vsrith the holy Spirit of promife, wbiph is the 
earned of our inheritance, until the redemption of 
the pnrchafed pofieffion, unto the praife of his glo- 
ry." He has given them the firft-fruits of the Spirit 
in themfelves, Rom. viii. 23. He has alfo given 
them the Sacrament. He has gone to death with it, 
"faying, « This is my blood of the New Teftament, 
which is fhed for many, for tlie remiflion 9f fins," 
Matth. xxvi. 28. 

4. He is an Interceflbr betwixt the parties: Ifa.liii. 
1 2. « He wakes intercefEon for the tranfgreffors." 
He, by his intereft, manages betwixt the Lord and 
poor fmners, to fet matters right, and keep them 
fo. This is that which relates to the application of 
his redemption,^ and puts life in the Mediator's 
death, that it rpay bt efficacious to his chofen ones. 
As the High-Prieft appeared in the holy of holies, 
prefenting the blood of the facrifice to the Lord ; fo 
does Chrift appear in heaven to intercede for thofe 
for whom he has died. And he intercedes, — as a 
Peace-maker, who aSually makes peace betwixt 
God and every believing finneri Hence, Heh.xii.24.^ 

he 
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he is *' Jefus the Mediator of the new covenant ;" 
and his blood is ^<the blood 0f fprtnkling> that fpeak- 
eth better things than that of Abel/' By his meaoAy 
he who was before an enemy is reconciled to Gro4> 
brought within the bond of the covenant of peaoCi 
and gets a right to all the benefits of k. As by 
his gracious Spirit he extinguilhes thfi real emntty 
of the (inner againft God, fo by his interceffioa be 
removes th^ legal enmity in God againft the fin- 
ner.— He intercedes as. tlie Secretary^ or favourite 
courtier of heaven, bringisg in the finner into tlie 
comfortable gracious prefence of GQd> firocuTiiig 
him accefs to God, and communion with him .iii 
duties : £ph. iii. 1 2. « In whom we have boldneis 
snd accefS} with confidence, by the faith of him.'* 
Thus, thcough the vail of his fleih, the believii!^ 
Gnner draws nigh to God, and God draws nigh 
to him with his quickening, fandtfying, and com« 
forting influences. The hnner looks on God with 
the confidence a child does on a father.i — ^He in- 
tercedes as a Refident at the court of heaven : 
Heb. ix. 24. <* He is entered into heaven it- 
ielf, now to appear in the prefence of God for 
us." And by this means he maintains that peace 
which he has made betwixt God and believers r 
Rom. V. I, « Beii>g juilified by faith, we have 
epacc with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift :" 
He keeps the believer's trade with lieaven open and 
free for them : Rom. v. 2. " By whom alfo we have 
accefs by faith, into this grace, whetein we ftand,^ 
and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.!' He 
removes any emergent differences, Ifa. liii, 12*5 
and fb enfures, by the covenant of peace, that th^re 
can never be a total r\ipture betwixt heaven and 
them : Heb. vii. 25. ^* Wherefore he is able to 
fave them to the uttermoft that come to God by 
him, feeing he ever liveth to mak^ interc^ffion. 

foi: 
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for them." — He intercedes as an Advocate at the 
bar of God : i John, ii. i. " If any man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift 
the righteous.^' He pleads their caufe before God, 
upon the ground of his own fufitrings, againft all 
their accufers and whatever is charged upon tbem, 
fo that they arc freed f^om condemnation, their 
right and title to heaven is ftill vindicated, not«- 
withflanding their many failures ; and wrath can- 
go no farther againft them than temporary ftrokes. 
— He intercedes as a Solicitor for his people bo- 
fore the Lord. He prefcnts their petitions, and 
folicits for the granting of them. With much in- 
cenfe he oflers the prayers of all faints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne^ Rev. 
viii. 3. They have many wants, both as to tem- 
poral and fpiritual things. They muft go to God 
for them, qnd put up th^r petitions. But he muft 
prefefit them, elfe they cannot be heard. 

5. He is the Adniiniftrator of the covenant, 
God's deputy-governor, to difpofe of the benefits 
of * the covenant, and to manage the whole matter 
betwixt the Lord and finners : Matth. xxviii. 1 8- 
*« All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth." As Jofcph was fet over the land of Egypt, 
fo he is fet over his Father's houfe, all commerce 
betwixt the Lord and (inners being through his 
mediation. As they can offer nothing to God ac*- 
ceptably, but through him j fo they can receive no 
benefit from heaven but through his hand : Jblin^ 
V. 22. " For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgement unto the Son." He ha^ 
to bring the elefl: to confent to the covenant ; to 
rule and goverft them in it ; to proteft, provide, 
and furnifh them with all rieceffaries through the 
wildernefs 5 and, finally, to give them the crown 
and kingdom at laft ; this is the office and work 
to which Chrifl was anointed ^-neither men nor an- 
gel? 

Digitized by Google 



52 JESUS COMPLETELY QUALIFIED 

gels could be fit for fuch a truft. Could any ma- 
nage it without a fulnefs of the Spirit lodged in him ? 
therefore, as in John, v. 22. (quoted above), and in 
vcr. 23. «* All men ihould honour the Son^ even- 
as they honour the Father : he that hoaoureth not 
the Son, honoureth not the Father that fent him." 
All men fliould honour the Son, for none but one 
who had the fulnefs of the divine perfe6lious could 
be capable of fuch a truft. Who elfe was fit to be 
days-man between God and finners ? Who elfe 
could be the meflenger of the covenant, for who 
hath known the mind of the Lord, but his only- 
begotten and well-beloved Son, who from eternity 
lay < in his bofom ? 

I concluctc with a very fhort improvement. 

1. Learn hence, that the work of the falvation 
of finners, reftoring them to the favour _of Go€t, 
and to make them happy, is a great work, and 
a work which was not eafily accompliflied. It 
was a work above the poM'er of men or angels, a 
work not to be performed but by him who has 
all power in heaven and earth. Think on this, ye 
that judge it fuch an cafy thing to obtain mercy; 
and aifure thyfelf it is a work which can never be 
done but by Chrill's own hand. 

2. Highly efteem and honour Chrift, particu- 
larly by believing in him, who is thus qualified for 
this great work. O what need of the fulnefs of 
the Spirit in him to fuppoit him under the load 
of the ele£l's debt, — in order to the difcharging it, 
— ^and to touch and turn the hearts of finners unto 
God ! - 

Lqflly^ See your abfolute need of Chrift. Yen 
muft have an intereft in him, elfe you cannot be 
faved. His mediation only can fave you from the 
wrath of God, and from the loweft hell. Amen. 

JESUS 
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was the bed among men ; he brought good tidings, 
the beft of tidings 5 ty thefe tidings is meant die 
gofpcl, Luke, iv. 1 8. This is the good news, the 
tidings of peace and faivation, which Jefus brought 
from heaven to earth. — We have, 

2. The fpecial obje6l: of this part of the work, 
the meek. The word (ignifies, fuch as are meek, 
humble, and fubmiffive, being made fo by pover- 
ty and afflidion. In the parallel place, it reads 
poor, and the one explains the other. If it is in- 
quired, what poor ones aie meant ? I think it is 
plain, it is not thofe who are mean in the world, 
but the poor in fpirit, for tliefe poor ones are 
meek. Thefe meek poor ones are clafied with the 
broken-hearted, and both <liftingui{hed from the 
captives and prifoners, by the original accentuatidn. 
So that by the meek here is meant, the poor in fpi- 
rit, thofe who, as being convinced by the law, have 
feen themfelves to be poor, that they have nothing 
in which they could (land before God as righteous, 
but look on themfelves as wretched, and mife- 
rable, and poor, and blind, ond naked. Rev. iii. 
1 7. And it is remarkable, that our Saviour's fcr- 
mon on the mount begins with good tidings to 
fuch perfons : Matth. v. 3. « Bleflcd are the poor 
in fpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

But here there occurs a queftion :, Was Chrift 
to preach the good tidings 01 the gofpel to none but 
thefe ? To this I anfwer. The feofpel was in itfelf 
good tidings unto all : Luke, ii. 10. « And the 
angel faid unto them. Fear not, for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which (hall be to all 
people.*' Our Lord preached to all who heard 
him prcmifcuoufly thefe good tidings, but inefTefir 
they were not good to any but to the poor in fpirit 
among them. None but thefe could relifh the 
^oodnefs of them j to others th^ were taftelefs, 
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but to the poopr in fpirU) they funk like a refrefU^ 
iiig oil into their hones. — From thefe words I take 
the following 

DocTRiNE} That as the tidings of thp gofpel will 
indeed be good and welcome tidings to thofe 
who are meek,. and poor in fpirit, fo Jefus is, by 
his heavenly Father, employed on the great work 
of preaching the good tidings of the gofpel to 
tinners, efpecially to fuch who a^re meek, and 
fpiritually poor in their own eyes.— In handling 
this doftrine we propofe» 

I. To confider this meeknefs and poverty, and 
fliew who are thefe meek ppor ones. 

H. To explain the good tidings of the gofpel, 
and, as we.gp along> fhew that tfiey are good ^nd 
welcomejtidings^ to fuch perfoas. 

UL Shew.hQiW this grea^ work of preaching ia, 
and hatb.be^i performed 7 by Chrifl. 

IV. Giv« the reafons of the do£trine. 

V, Make fame pra<9tical improvemeiit of tlie 
whole.-*«We are then* 

I. To confider this meeknefs arid poverty, and 
flbew who arc thefe meek poor ones, — As to this, 
we obfcrve,.that this meckiiejfe comprehends in it, 

I. A prefling fcene of utter emptinefs in one's 
felf: Rom. viii. 18. "For I know that in me 
(that is in my ilcih) dwelleth no good thing." ^ A 
poor man going abroad, fees this and the otlier 
thing, in the honfes of the richj but when he 
comes home, he fees ©one of them*ther^. Thus, 
the meek poor foul looks through bimfelf, and 
there, as in.himfelf, he fees nothing but emplinefs 
of all goodnefs, no holinefs, wifdom, new: ftrength. 
The heart, which fliould be the garden of the Lor4f 
E 2 appears 
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appears as a bare muir, a wild, a wafte. He is 
ready to cry out, O barren, dry, faplefs heart 
and nature of mine ! Agur looks for knowledge, 
and he fays, Prov. xxx. 2. 3. " Surely I am more 
brutifh than any man, and have not the under* 
ftanding of a man. I neither learned wifdom, nor 
have the knowledge of the holy." The prodigal 
looks to his provifions, and fays, ** How many hi- 
red fervants of my father have bread enough, and to 
fpare, and I pcrifti with hunger ?" . Paul reckons 
up his whole felf, and the fum total is nought : 
2 Cor. xii. 1 1. << For tn nothing am I behind the 
very chiefeft apoftles, though I be nothing/' — This 
meeknefs comprehends, 

2. A preffing fcnfe of Gnfulnefs : Rom. vii. r4. 
«« We know that the law is fpiritual, but I am car- 
nal, fold under fin." He looks to the whole of 
himfelf, and he fees nothing on him but rags 5 a 
(inful nature, a corrdpt heart, unclean iufts, and 
an unholy life. He muft rank his jrighteoufnefs 
with his unrightoufnefs, his duties- with his fins, 
for he is defiled with them all : Ifa. Ixiv. 6. <« "but 
we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righ- 
teoufneffes are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as. 
a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 
us away." Thefe meek poor ones fee themfelves 
the Very pi£lur« of rank poverty, having only fil- 
thy rags, death painted k^n their face by want, and 
overgrown with the vermin of filthy Iufts. They 
fee themfelves not only nothing, but worfe than 
nothing, while they look over thefe frightful ac- 
counts of the debt of fin, which ftand againft them, 
and tor which they have nothing to pay. — ^This 
meeknefs comprehends, 

3. 'A preffing fenfe of mifery by fin. Like the 
prodigal, they lee themfelves ready to perifh with 
hunger. Debt is a heavy burden to an honeft 

heart, 
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heart, and filthinefs to one that defires to be clean ^ 
Rom. vii. 24. " O wretched man that I am, who 
ftiall delivc?r nie from the body of dxis death f '* 
They look about them, and fee themfelves in a 
cloud of miieriesj arifmg from their fins. Their po- 
verty prefleth them down. They are obliged to 
do many things which otherwife they would not, 
and cannot attain %o other things which they defire 
to arrive at: Rom. vii. 19. « For the good that I 
would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not^ 
that I do." It feparates them from that commu- 
nion with God which they would otherwife en- . 
joy, makes them fit within, mourning without the. 
fun, when otherwife they might walk abroad in 
the light of the Lord's countenance. This preileth 
their fouls to the duil. — It comprehends, 

4. A fenfe of utter inability to help one's felf : 
2 Cor. iii« 5. " Not that we are fufficient of our* 
felves to think any thing as ot purfelves." Thicy 
fee themfelves in ^he mire, but unable to help 
themfelves out ; therefore thefe poor men cry un- 
to the Lord, Pfal. xxxiv. 6. They fee an emptinefs 
and weaknds in all their, external privileges, their 
gifts, duties; yea, tb^if graces^, to fave and help 
tbem. They. count all things but lofs for Ghrift, 
aod wiQi to be found. in Chrift, not having on 
their own righteoufnefe, which is of the law. They 
find the (ling in their eonfcience, but cannot draw 
it out J guiltvis a burden, but they cannot throw it 
oSi luiU are Arong and uneafy, but they are not 
able to n%after them j and this prefles thejn fore.— - 
This.jneekaefs cooiprehends, 

5. A fenfe of the abfolute need of a Saviour, and 
of help from heaven : 2 Cor. iii. 5. « But our fuf- 
ficiency is of. God." The pride of the fpirit is 
beat down, they lie down at the Lprd's feet, faying, 
J^r. xxxi. 18. « Thou haft chaftifed me, and 1 was 

• £-3^ ^ chaftifed,. 
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diaftifed, as a bullock unaccu Homed to the yoke : 
turn thou me, and I (hall be turned, for thou art 
the Lord my God." They fee they will be ruiii- 
ed if their help come not from above. Their cafe 
appears defperate to all remedies, but thofe which 
are under the management of an eternal omnipo- 
tent hand. They fay to their fouls, as the king of 
Ifrael faid to the woman in the time of -famine, " If 
the Lord do nothelp thee, whence (halll helpthee ?'* 
— It cotnprehends, 

6. A fenfe as to utter unworthinefs of the Lord's 
help ', they fee nothing which they have to re- 
commend them to the I^ord's help. They dare 
not (land upoit worth, like thofe proud beggars, 
who wodd have others to value them, and who 
value themfelyes, on what they have been or done. 
Like the centurion, they fay, " Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou fhouldfl come under my roof.** 
Hence there is a word put in for them, Ila. Iv. !• 
«« Ho ! every one that thirftetb, come ye to the wa- 
ter, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and 
cat •, yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money 
^ and without price." They own the Lord would 
be juft, if he fhould never rouchfafe his mercy and 
grace to them, but exclude them for ever from 
his prefence : Jer. iii. ;jt2. ^ It i& of the Lord's 
» mercies that we are no\ co'rifumed, becaufe his 
oompaflions fail not.** They fee a lothfomenefs 
in the bell things about them, in tlieir reforma- 
tion, mourning, their deOres of Chrift, wreftling, 
and prayers for metcy ; fo that they Conclude, 
if ever^he notice them, it muft be altogether 
for his own name's fake. — ^This meeknefs compre- 
hends, 

7 . An earneft defire as to the fupply of foul- wants : 
I»Iat. V. 6. « Blefled are they which do hunger and 

thirft 
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thirft after righteoufnefs, for they fliall be filled.*' 
A greedy Tnany we fay, is always poor, becaufe 
natural poverty confifts rather in the dcfire of 
what we want, than in the want itfelf. There 
are many who want fpiritual good things, yet are 
not poor in fpirit, becaufe they are not pained 
with the want of them. But the poor ih fpirit 
are pained with the '^^^nt of fpiritual good things. 
They pant for them, Pfal. xlii. j. 5 long for them, 
thirft for them, Pfal. Ixiii. i . Hence we read of 
the expedation of the poor, which fljall not perilh 
for ever, Pfal. ix. 18. — It comprehends, 

Laftly^ . A hearty contentment in fubmitting to 
any method of help which the Lord will prefcribe ? 
Adls, ix. 7. " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?* 
Beggars muft not be chuiers ; thcfe meek poor ones 
are content with Chrift on any terms, while others 
ftand contending about them. Neceility has no 
Jaw, and hunger will break through ftone-walls. 
Whofo are thus fituated, will be for a Savioilr, a 
righteoufnefs,fand holinefs, at any rate. ' They ate 
content to be taught, content to be managed : 
PfaL XXV. 9. « The meek will he guide in judge- 
ment; and the meek will he teach his way.'' 
They are content to part with all, for the enrich- 
ing pearl of great price- — ^We are now, 

II. To explain the good tidings of the gofpet, 
and, as we go along, fhew that they are good and 
•welcome tidings to fuch perfons. 

The poor in fpirit are- wounded by the law; the 
gofpel brings a healing medicine to thefe wounds. 
It fuits their cafe fully, and declares to them the 
good news of a falve for all their fores. Solomon 
tells usy Prov. xxv. 25. « As cold waters to a thirfty 
foul, fo is good news from a far country." Appli- 
cable 
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cable this to nothing fo much as the good tidings 
brought us from heaven in the gofpel. I cannot e<- 
numerate all the articles of thefe good tidings> but 
Ihall take notice of the following. 

I. The gpfpeUtidings are tidings of a. complete 
{alvatioa. And are not theCp good tidings ? Luke« . 
ii. II, ^ For unto us is born a Saviour, who is. 
Chrift the Lord." Oi loft-finners, there is a falva- 
tion purchated for you, a great, a complete falva- 
tion, afalvation from (in, Matth. u CLU and from 
the wrath of God, John, iii. i6. It is offered to 
you, and'ofFered freely, though it was dear bought; 
it is offered without money and without price, 
Ifa. ly. i> If ye aj(k what ye.fhall do to he faved ?, 
BeUeve in thfs Lord Jefus Chrift, and ye (hall be 
iaved*. Though you are l6ft, though ypu have 
de(hx>yed yourfelves, yet Iiere is help for you. 
Though ye are infeudble finners, the tidings ar^ 
to you I it .will in particular be good and welcome 
tidings to the meek poor: ones, who fee their 
loft and undone condition. A Siviour wLU be 
as welcome a fight to tfaemy as a rope caft out 
from the fhore will he to a drowning man. . 
They will eagerly embrace th« Saviour and his 
falvation : Song, i. 3. " Becaufe of the favour of. 
of thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment: 
poured forth; therefore do the virgins love thee.'* 
•—Thefe tidings relate,, . 

2.. To a redem:pcion, to ^ ranCoim paid : G^l. lit. . 
13. <* Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of. 
the law, bding made a curfe for us." Sin and/ 
Satan made, war upon the work), and overcame ^ 
^m all in Adam ; fo that by nature we ate cap^ 
tives and (laves. No more God's free men, nor 
our own men, but ilaves ; and the rattling of the 
chains of divers, lufts upon us arc evidences of it... 
But good tidings, OcaptivesJ thelLing's Son, out 

of; 
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of his princely bounty, has purchafed for you re- 
demption, he has paid a complete^ ranfom, even 
his own blood ; and whofoever will, may come to 
him. Your freedom is bought ; come, take the 
benefit of it, by following him out of the land of 
your captivity: Zech. ix. ii. laf. « As for thee 
alfo, by the blood of thy covenant, I haye fent 
forth thy prifoners out of the pit v^herein is no 
water ; turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye prifoners of 
hope." But what avails this to thofe who account 
it a kind captivity, who love their mafter, arid his 
drudgery work ? they will not come to Jefus- 
But never were the tidings of a ranfom fo welcome 
to a Have in Turkey, as thefe are to meek poor ones^ 
who are groaning under their bondage, and breath- 
ing for 3ie liberty of the fons of God.— Thefe 
tidings relate, 

3. To an indemnity, a pardon to crimiiials 
who will come to Jefus : A^s, xiii. 38. 39. " Be 
it known unto youy therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the fot-i 
givenefs of fins : And by him all that believe are 
juftified from all thingvS, from which ye could not 
be juftified by the law of Mofes." The world of 
mankind, God's natural fubjeds, have joined his 
grand enemy, and rifen up in rebellion againft 
their fovereign Lord. The law has proclaim- 
ed us all traitors, juftice demands vengeance on 
the criminals, and we cannot efcape by flight 
or by might. But good tidings, O criminals ! The 
glorious Mediator has got an aft of grace, of in- 
demnity and pardon, pafled in the court of heaven, 
in favour of a. ruined world, bearing, that whofo- 
ever will come in, and lay down their arms, fhall 
have a full and free pardon, written, for the bet- 
ter fecurity, in the blood of the Mediator. It is 
proclaimed" to you, Jfa. Iv. 7. " Let the wicked 

forfake 
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foriake bis way» and the unrighteous man hts 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord» and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our God» 
lor he ^vill abundantly pardon." In this indem- 
nity, there are no exceptions ; Ifa. i. i8. « Come 
aovfr, let us reafon together, faith the Lord : Tbo' 
your fins be as fcarlet, tliey (hail l>e^as white as 
fnew ; though they be red as crimfon, . they (hall 
be as wool." Now, whatever this be to others, it 
will be welcome tidings to t^e meek poor ones> 
whofe confcieaces ajre galled with the (ting of fin^ 
bowing down lunder a ienfe of guilt. Never was 
a pardon more welcome to a malefa^or on the 
ibaffold, than.thiswtUbeto them^ Ifa. xzxiii. 24. 
« And the inhabitants (hall not fay, I am . fick ; 
the.pcople that dwell therein ihall be forgiven their 
iniquities." — ^Thcfe tidings relate, 

,4. To afglorious phyficianof fouls, who never 
miiies to cure his^atknts: Matth; ix. 12. 13^ 
«^ They that be whoie need not a phyfician, but 
they that are fict I am not come to call the 
nghteotts, but finaers, to repentance." That for- 
bidden fruit which was eaten by our firft parents^ 
has entailed dreadiuldifeafes on all their podertty ; 
fathat this world is no better than an.hofpital, 
where there is npt Qne found perfon j and the fick- 
nefs is unto, death* . But good tidings, O fm*fick 
foul ! There is a glorious ^PhyGcian come from 
heaven, who will cure all who will come K(y 
be cured by him. He cures infallibly % his 
blood cleanfeth from all fin. He . cures freely : 
Hof. xiv. 4. " I will heal their backfliding, I will 
love them freely." He rejeSs no piitients : John, 
vL 37. ** Him that ^meth unto me, I will in no 
wife call out." The medicine of his blood and 
Spirit removes all difeafes. . What is thy difeafe ? 
Is it a flony heart ? He takes it away, and gives an 

heart. 
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heart of flefli. Is it Windnefs, deafncfs, dumb- 
nefs, lamenefs ? He makes the blind to fee, the 
deaf to hear, the dumb to fpeak, and the lame to 
walk. Is it the falling evil of backfliding ? the con- 
fumption or decay of grace ? the running ifluc 
of predominant lulls ? the fever of raging lufts ? 
the univerfal leprofy of the corruption of nature ? 
All thefe he can cure, for he healeth all manner 
of difeafes. They who fee not their difeafes, will" 
indeed flight him ; but it will be good tidings 
to the nleek poor ones, who are groaning under 
thefe difeafes. O ! then, will fuch an one fay, I 
will take rtiy ftony heart to him, my blindneis to 
him, &c. — Thefe tidings are the tidings, 

5. Of a feaft : Ifa. xxv. 6, " And in this moun- 
tain (hall the Lord of hods make unto all people 
a feaft of fat things, a feaft of wines on the lees, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees, 
well refined." Since man has left God, he has 
had nothing to feed upon, but the duft with the 
ferpent, oi the huflcs of created things with the 
fwine. He has never been fatisfied, he never 
could get enough ; ftill red hunger has been upon 
him, like thofe who eat but are not fatisfied. 
But good tidings, O famifhed finners ! our Lord 
Jcfus Chrift has mad^ a feaft for hunger-bitten 
finners, and they are all invited to it : . Ifa. Iv. 2. 
" Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your foul delight itfelf 
in fatnefs.'* -It is the beft of feafts, where the foul 
may tieed to the full. Jefus himfelf is the maker, 
and alfo the matter of it ; 'all. the benefits of the 
covenant are the provifion which are ferved up at 
•this feaft, he who dats thereof fliall never die. It 
is true, that moft men put no value upon it : Prov, 
xxvii. 7. « The full foul loatheth an honey-comb." 
But, Pfal. ixii. 26. « The meek fliall eat and be 

fatisfied." 
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fatislied." It will be good tidings to hungry fouls, 
who are Tick of the dud and of hufks, and are long- 
ing to eat bread in their Father's houfe, where 
there is plenty and to fpare. — Thefe tidings relate, 

6. To a treafure : 2 Cor. iv. 7. " But we have 
this treafure in earthen vcflels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us." Man 
was broken by his fall i he loft all his goods, and 
all his credit in heaven 5 fo that abfolute poverty 
reigns among Adam's fons, who have neither in 
them nor on them for the prefent neceflity, and 
befides are drowned in debt to the juftice of God. 
But good tidings, poor finners ! There is a treafure 
hid in the field of the gofpel, which will enrich 
you ; and by the gofpel you arc pointed to it. ^ O 
buy the field ! Matth. xiii. 44. In this field are 
the moft precious things, precious promifcs, and 
within them precious Chrift, with all his merits ; 
gold tried in the fire, white raiment and eye-falve. 
Rev. iii. 1 8. Here is variety of all good things, 
and^abundance. They who are rich in their own 
eyes will not value this treafure ; but to the meek 
poor ones, it will be glad tidings. They will 
readily do as the man, Matth. xiii. 14. who fold all 
that he had, and bought the field in which the 
great treafure was hid. — ^Thefe tidings relate, 

7. To a marriage, a moft happy match fo^ poor 
finners : Hof. ii. 19. 20. " And I will betrothe thee 
unto me for ever j yea, 1 will betrothe thee unto 
me in righteoufnefs, and in judgement, and in 
loving kindnefs, and in mercies ; I will even be- 
trothe thee unto me in faithfulriefs, and thou Ihalt 
know the Lord." The Bridegroom is the royal 
Mediator, who is content to match with poor cap- 
tive fouls. We are naturally of the houfe of hell : 
John, viii. 44. " Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lufts of your father ye will do." This be- 
ing 
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ing our cafe, we could have no hopes of being 
comfortably difpofed of. Bat good tidings, O chil- 
dren of the devil's family ! You may be married 
to the Son of God, who for that end has taken 
on our nature j he fays, Matth.xxii. 4. " All things 
are ready : come unto the marriage.*'' This match 
is the mod honourable, the richeft, the happiefl, 
of which we are capable. There is nothing to 
hinder the match, he will make you lovely ; and, 
what is more„ he will make you willing. Moit 
men defpife thi§ marriage, they prefer their farms 
and merchandife to it. But the poor meek ones 
will as gladly embrace it, as ever » captive woman, 
to fave her life, would match with the moft de- 
(irable conqueror. — ^Thefe tidings relate,' 

8- To a vidlory, a glorious victory : Ifa. xxv^ 
8. ** He will fwallow up^ death in viftory ; and 
the Lord will wipe away tears from all eyes.'* 
There is no getting to the heavenly Canaan, with- 
out fighttng our enemies -, which would, if poflible, 
keep us out there. We ar.e not able for them ; fin, 
Satan, and death, are too ftrong for us. But 
good tidings ! Chrift has fought that battle, and ' 
obtained a glorious viflory •, he offers you a fhare 
of the vidlory and fpoils : Rev. iii. 21.. " To him 
that over Cometh, will I grant to fit with me in 
my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am fet 
down with my Father in his throne." Join the 
coziqueror, come lip at his back againft your 
fpiritual enemies, and ye fhall ht more than con- 
querors, through him that loved us, Rom. viii. 
37. They who have not yet broke their cove- 
nant with death, and agreement with hell, will 
flight this vidory. But it will be good tidings 
to the meek poor ones, who would fain break 
through the hoft of their fpiritual enemies, but 
know not how to make it out. — ^Thefc tidings re- 
late. 

Vol. III. F LaJ/j^ 
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Laftlyj To a peace, a moft deiirable peace : 
Eph. ii. 14. " For be (Chrift Jefus) is our peace, 
vmo hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us.** Sin 
made difcord, and broke the peace between hea- 
ven and earth ; fo that God and the {inner be- 
came enemies. All accefs to God, all commu- 
nication betwixt heaven and earth, was blocked 
up. But good tidings ! Chrift has made peace 
hy his own blood. It is offered to you, Ife. xxvii. 
4, 5. " Fury is not in me : Let him take hold of 
my ftrength, that he may make pleace with me, 
and he fliall make peace with me.** It is a firm 
peace, on the moft folid foundation, a lafting 
peace which will never torminate, a peace which 
yrill ere long be complete in all its parts ; peace ex- 
ternal, internal, eternal.— This will be good ti- 
dings to the meek poor ones, who are wounded 
, with the appyehenfions of God's angejr, and af- 
frighted >vith the thoughts of his wrath. — We are^ 
then, ... ' . 

HI. To (hew how this work of preaching i» 
and hath been performed by Jefus Chi'ift. — As to 
this, we qbferve, That he performed it under the 
Old Teftamcnt, and under the New Teftament 
difpenfation. 

Ftrfti He performed this work under the Old- 
Teftament difpenfation.-T-Under this difpenfation, 

I. The firft proclamation of thefe tidings was 
done perfonally by himfelf in paradife, to^ the 
compendized worl^, our firft parents : Gen. i\u 
15. « And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy feed and her feed : 
it (hall bruife thy head, and thou {halt bruife his 
heel." The Son of God appearing in human 
ihape,. as a prelude of his incarnation, fat as 

their 
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their Judge, and, as the Interpreter of his Failicr's . 
mind, preached the firft gofpcl to thera in that 
promife, which contains ^he fubftance aiiJ a- 
bridgement of the whole gofpel. He was abfo- 
lutely the firft, in all refpeds, who preached the 
good tidings of the gofpel. 

2. The iecond proclamation was, by his am- 
bafiadors in his name, who were of two forts :— 
Extraordinary, namely, the prophets whom he 
infpired infallibly to teach the people : 2 Pet. i. 
2-1. " For the pA>phcfy came not in old time by 
the will of man : but holy men of God fpake as 
they were mored by the Holy Ghoft." — And or- 
dinary teachers, fuch as priefts and Levites un» 
der the law, priefts and others before the law. 
And in rcfpeft of this preaching by men in his 
name, he is faid to have preached to thofe who 
lived before the flood : i Peter, iii. 19. « By 
which alfo he went, and preached unto the fpirits 
in prifon."^— There was alfo a proclamation, 

3. By his written wotd, Deut. xxx. 11. — 14. 
This is his own word, where the meek poor ones 
may always find the glad tidings of falvation. 
Before it was written, they never wanted infpi- 
red men, and when it was written, though for a 
time, they might wantx prophets, yet this they 
had always from him as an infallible rule. 

2d/y, He preached and preaches under the New- 
Teftament difpenfation. — This he did, 

I. By his Qwn perfonal preaching in the days 
of his flefli, when he went about among the Jews, 
preaching to them as the Miniller of the circum- 
cifion : Rom. xv. 8. « Now I fay, that Jefus 
Chrift was a minifter of the circumcifion for the 
truth of God, to confirm the promifes made un- 
to the fathers." So that he himfelf, by him- 
&lf, did begin this difpenfation. The gofpcl at 
F 2 the 
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the firtl'1>egan to be fpoken by the Lord, Hcb. 
ii. 3. " He fpake as never man fpake, and taught 
as one having authority."- He did it, 

2. By infpiring his apoftles to preach and write 
the doctrines of falvation, contained in the Kew 
Teftamentj on whom he poured out his Spirit, 
and by their writings, they beiog dead, yet fpeak 
to us from him and by hira.-r-He does it, 

3. By raifing up and continuing always a go- 
fpel-miniftry in the church: Eph. iv. 11^ — 13. 
<^ And he gave fome, apodles 5 *and fome, pro- 
phets ; and fome, evangelifts ; and fbme, paftors 
and teachers -, for the perfefting of the faiQts, fcM: 
the work of the miniftry, for the cdi^ring of the 
body of Chrift : Till we all come to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfeffe man, unto the meafure of 
the ftature of the fuhiefs of Chrift/' And with 
them he has promifed to be pre&nt always, even 
unto the end of the world, Matth. xxviiL ^o. 
Thefe preach in his name, as deputed by him to 
declare thefe good tidings. 

Thus you fee this work is performed by the 
Son of God, not only by himfelf, but by his fcr- 
vants in his name. And though the miftakes, 
errors, and unfaithfulnefii of ordinary minifters, 
both under the Old and New Teftament, s^^e 
folely their own, their preaching of the true doc- 
trine of the gofpel is indeed his ; they are but as 

it were the voice, he is the fpeaker. For 

He gave and gives the gifts whereby they aise 
fitted to preach the gofpel. All their tapers are 
lighted at his fliining lamp : John, i. 9. <* That 
was the true light, which lighteth every cMie th^ 
Cometh into the world." Their wifiiom and know-^ 
ledge in divine myfteries is given them by hini^ 
for the good of hi$ church, Eph. iv. 8. Their 

commiflion 
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commlflion is from him, and from him they de- 
rive their power and authority^ Matth. xxviii. 19. 
20. They are his minifters and fervants fent 
out upon his work, and to him they muft give an 
account: La/l/y^ The efficacy of their miniftry is 
folely owing to him and his Spirit, i Cor. iii. 7. 
« So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the 
incteafe." He makes it effedual to his cleft ones. 
— We are, . 

TV. To give the reafons of the dodrlne, or 
fliew. That none but he was fit to be employed in 
, this work. — This will appear if we confidcr, 

1. That none but he could reveal the fecrets of 
love, which were hid from eternity in the bread 
of God : John, i. 18. " No man hath feen God at 
any time ; the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bofom of the Father,, he- hath declared him." 
Neither man nor angel could open up thefe. But 
he was privy ta his Father's <:ounfels,,. as being in . 
the bofom of his Father from all eternity.-. , ' 

2. Nonebut he was fit to be an univerfal preacher - 
to all perfons for whom thefe tidings were, dc- 
figned, ' and fo -whom they were to be carried, and; 
this in all ages.... Who clfe^could have the great 
charge of this weighty bufinefs ? This required . 
one of infinite .wifdom, and one every where pre- 
fciit.:- ^ 

-^'j/^^j ''Whofe'teftirtionybut* his could be a 
fufficient ground of faith in this, of all matters 
the moft important ? Here lies the weight of 
God's honour, and the falvation of an ele£l world ; . 
and this required no Icfsfolid a bottom, than the 
teftunony of Truth itfelf. . 

F 3 /= THE . 
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SERMON XLIX: 



I^A. IxK I.. The Lord hah andnttd nu U prmb ffd- 
tidiftgi to thermeh,^^- 



^ATriNG gone througK the do£hrinal patrt of 
^ this fubjed, by of&ring what was intended 
ontlie fev<;ral heads of methodwhich we laid do\nii> 
w« fhaU now, as was propofedj 

IV. Make feme practical .impiFovement^ and tbtf^ 
in ufes of information^— trial, — and exhortation* 

We are, in thejEr^ place, tp improve this fub* 
]t€t in ai^ ttfe of information. 

r. Hence you may learn what \8 the greatcaufe 
of flighting the gofpel, of that coldrife entertain* 
ment which it gets amongft mod of its hea(rerS| 
that little reliifh which there is for the great truths 
of the gofpcl i why fo few do comply with the 
IjraciottS calls which it afibrds. People may at<- 

uiute 

Digitized by Google 



jssirs A ni£JLCi{£it» &c.. 71 

tribute this to what caufes they will> but the true 
caufe is the want of this meeknefs and poverty of 
fpirit. Inftead of this, there are pride and felf*cQn« 
ceit, unfubdued and unmortiiied. I may branch 
tfaefe out into feveral paxticularsy as oppofed to this 
meeknefs« There is, 

(!•) No due fenfc of fpiritual wants: Prov.. 
xxvii. 7. « llie fttU foul batheth the honey-tcomb.** 
Moft men are fick of a Laodicean difeafej faying^ 
in their pradice a«> they &ld'in their hearts* that 
** they are rich and increafed in goods, and ftand in 
need of nothing,** Rcv^ iii.i?. Tbej arc not 
mourning under their want of light, of life^ and of 
holinefs. They reifi;n as kings with what they hwe,^ 
dbottgh, as with Kmg Saul^^oil is departed from 
them. H^nce they do not value that treafiire 
which is hid in the fidd of the gofpel. 

(2.) Men have no true fight and fen& of their 
own finfttkieCi.. l%ey fee not die Tinfulnefs of 
their nature, of their hearts, lips, and liveSy but 
are like Sampfon, without his two eyes : M^tth. 
is. 12. << They tbat be whole need not a phyfi«* 
cian, but dieythat are fick.'* They are {lining 
away in tilieir fins; their fidknefs has .not yet 
taken them by the heart; their wounds are not 
lanced ; dte law has not had its efib£i upon tbfiirij,, 
and therefore the gofpel is not roUflied. 

(3.) Their eyes arc raUed, fo that they feu not 
&eir mifery by fin, and as being without ChfHt; 
Hof.vii.p. <(^ Strangers have devoured his ftrengtl^ 
and he knoweth it not ; yea^ gray hairs are heffC 
and there upon him, yet he knoweth not ;-^and 
they do not return^to the Lord their God, nor jeek 
him for alibis?' Did they fee the cloudsiof wrath 
whidi are hanging above their heads^ the qiuck apr 
proaches which death with its fti^ is JSiakingtOf 
wards tbem^ their feparation from God, and from 

all 
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all the privileges of the covenant, they covldiiot» 
be at eafe. The gofpel- tidings would be to them. 
as life front the dead* 

(4.) They are ftrangers to their utter in^ility . 
to help themfdve&i , They are lilcc Sampfon, in 
another cafe, who knew not that his'ftrength was: 
departed from him We may fee how corrupt 
nature changes itfelf into various fliape» on thi&- 
point. If you urge men to piy the work of their 
falvation, Alas ! fay they, we can do nothing;, 
they thus make it a covert for their fldth^ Urgc» 
them with the neceffity of reformation and re- 
pentance, they fay. It is time enough, they wil^ . 
attend to this afterwards^ as if it were in the- 
power of their hand -^o do this bufmefs at any. 
time : they thus ma-ke it a covert £01 their delays, , 
and flill haveno reliih forthe.gofpeU . 

(5.) Th€fy do not feel their need of Chrift : : 
Rev. ill. 17. « They. need his. blood and Spirit^*, 
but they are not duly fenfible' of^ their 'need." ' 
Their own works are big in their own eyes, and ap^ 
peartpthfem fufficient in order to obtam GodV 
favour. Their natural and acquired abilities are. - 
alfo with them fufficient in order to thtir fandi-. 
fication; they are by lio ineans ihaken outof them— -' 
felves ; therefore the offer of the gofpel is but .an 
offer of food to the full foul, and fo is loatlied. -. 

(6;) They fee not their own unw;orthinefs of 
a Saviour's help; they come to the- market ofr • 
grace with their money in their hand* They, look . 
on themfelves as worthy of what Chrift fhould> 
do for them, Luke, vii. 4^ Though they be per- 
haps fo far ^humbled as to fee they muft JiavCr 
mercy and help from the Lord, yet they look oa 
their refomiation and duties as what cannot but 
cecommexid thexp to Chrift beyond many others* 
. They 
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They cannot fee how the Lord can rejcft thofe 
-who come fo far a length as they do. Hence the 
dodrine of free grace is but taftekfs to them. 

{7.) They have no anxiety for the fupply of 
their foul- wants* They want grace and hoHncfs, 
but they can be eafy witliout them. Like lboli(h 
yirgins^ they fkep on at ea£b, while they have no 
oil for their lamps : Prov. vi. 16. " Yet a little 
fleep» a little {lumber, a little folding of the hands 
to fleep,** Their defires are keen after the worlds 
hut weak» iiaint, and languiihing after fpiritual 
good things. Th/ey have no hunger and thirft 
after them. H^enpe they value not the gofpel, 
nor the fountain of livixfg waters. 

(8.) They are not content with Chrift but on 
terms of their own making. They axe like thofe 
who feek to b;^ a commodity which jct they can 
be without. If they can get it at thi?ir own price, 
they will take it ; if not, they can want it* There 
are right-eye (ins, yet they will by no means part 
with them. They are not pleaded with the cove- 
naht« forne things are in it which they muft have 
out \ there are fome things out which they mufl: 
hare in« dfe they will not come into it. Hence 
they care not for the gofpel, or that covenant 
which it reveals. 

2. Hence learn, that flight the gofpel-call who 
will, the meek, the poor ijn fpirit will gladly re- 
ceive it. They who are fliaken out of tliemfclves 
by the law, will be g4ad to creep under that ftel- 
ter which is held forth in the gofpel. Thefe fouls 
willfeaft fweetlyon what is taflelcfs to others, 
what others tread under feet and defpife. The 
hungry are glad of that for which the full foul 
haa no appetite ; and juft fo it is in this cafe. — 
This fubje^ informs us, 

3. Of the dignity and honour of the work of 

the 

Digitized by Google 



74 JEStrS A PREACHER OF GOOi) 

the miniftry. With Paul, we would not be afiia- 
med to magnify that office which is ccnverfant 
about thofe things which are moft neceiTary for 
the world, which bring the higheft honour to 
God, and the greateft good to mankind. It is true, 
it is often a defpifed office in the ivorld j but wif- 
dom is juftified of her children. God had but 
one Son, and he made him a minifter, a preacher 
of the gofpel. He is the chief ihepherd and bi- 
fliop of fouls, and therefore the office of ^he mi- 
niftxy will be efteemed by all thofe who have a 
true efteem for Chrift. — It informs us, 

4. Of that good-will which the Father and the 
Son jointly bear ta finners \ fince the Father put 
his own Son into this work, and the Son readily 
engaged in it. Do they not by this fay, « Why 
will ye die ?*' It was good-will to men in its ut* 
moft height, that ever fuch tidings were to be 
carried, and that ever fuch a meflenger was em- 
ployed. — It informs us, - 

5. How acceptable meeknefs and poverty of 
fpirit are unto .the Lord, who has put a peculiar 
article in Chrift*s commiffion for fuch. As to 
others, he is to humble and bring them down ; 
as to thefe, he is torefrefli and revive them. with 
good news. — ^It informs us, 

6. As to the gorodnefs and weight of the good 
tidings of the gofpel, which are brought to us hj 
fuch a hand. Surely the weight of the matter 
muft be great, when fuch a meflenger was fent to 
publiih it. — We are informed, 

7. As to the danger of flighting thefe tidings^ 
though men be employed in carrying- then! ; for 
they fpeak in the name of the great Meflenger, 
preach in the name, and by the authority of, the 
great Preacher. So he that « defpifeth thtm, 
defpifcth him that fent them :" Hcb- iu 7. « How 
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fhall they efcape, if they negleffc fo gpeat a falva- 
tion?" 

This fubjeft may be improved. 
Secondly, In an ufe of trial. ^ 

Hereby we may try whether we be meek and 
poor or not. What reliih have we for gofpek 
truths I The meek, the poor in fpirit, (and fuch , 
all muft be who are true Chriftians), have a An- 
gular relifh for the word of the gofpel. It taftes 
to them very differently from what it does to any 
in the world beftde^. Job fays, " I have efteem- 
€d the wortls of his mouth more than my necef- 
fary food," chap. :xxiii. 12. David fays, «< They 
are more to be defired than gold, yea, than much 
jine gold ; fweeter alfo than honey, and the ho* 
ney-comb," Pfal. xiac. i o. — For, 

1. They arc admitted to partake of the kernel 
of the word, while others break their teeth on the 
fhell. It comes to them as it . did to the Thefla- 
lonians, i Theff. 1. 5- " not in word opjy, but 
alfo in power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and in 
much aflurance." It has not been a dry channel 
to thepi, or a dead letter, but the miniftration of 
the Spirit. Therefore the apoftle fays, i Pet. ii. 
2. 3. "As new-born babes^ defire ye the fmcere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby \ if 
fo be that ye have tafted that the Lord is gracious*" 
And this firft tafte of it leaves a relifh behind it ^ 
the drawing by of the vail has difcovered the trea- 
fure in the earthen veffels. 

2. It is their food, food proper and fuitable to 
their new nature : Deut xxxii'. 47, « Eor itis not 
a vain thing for you, bccaufe it is your life." All 
living creatures have thei^ proper food ; thus one 
relifhes and* delights iii that yi^hich another does 
not defire. The new creature is nouriflied by the 
iiocere milk of the word, i ret. ik 2. •. This is 
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natural to them, for the faints have had their life 
by it, they are bom again by the incorruptible feed 
of the word of God, i Pet. i. 23. Thus the faints 
have a peculiar relifh for the word of God, while 
others do not regard it j more than the dog does the 
hay, which, though the ox feeds fweetly on it^ 
yet it is not agreeable to the dog. 

Lafi/y, AU their hoped are in it ; it is all their 
falvation, and all their defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.; 
take this from them, and what have they more ? 
Hence they are content to pairt with all to buy 
this field, Matth. xni. 44. and to part with life 
itfelf rather than the gofpel, Mark, viii. 35. — 
What wonder is it diat a landed man ihould have 
a delight in reading his charter, the pardoned cri"- 
mlnal in reading the king's pardon, which another 
has not ? As natural is it that the Chriftkn (hould 
have a delight peculiar to himfelf in reading and 
hearing the gofpel.-^— Here occurs a 

^tjSfHon^ Since hypocrites may have a relifh of 
the good tidings of the gofpel, how fhall I diftin- 
guifti between their reHfli and the reiilh of a fm- 
cere Chriftian, who is meek and poor in fpirit ? — 
To this I 

An/ivery Hypocrites may have fome defires, 
and wait upon public ordinances, Ifa. Iviii. 2. 
Like the ftony-ground hearers, they may receive 
the wo^l joyfully, Matth. xiii. 20. ; but yet there 
are great differences betwixtjtheir deiires and thofe 
of a fincere Chriftian.---Such as, 

I. The fincere Chriftian relifhes the good ti- 
dings of the gofpel as good, yea, as the heft for 
him, fo as that he can lay the weight of his falva- 
tion, for time and eternity, upon this word, and 
chufe it for his portion, PfaJ. cxix. 1 1 1. ; where- 
as the hypocrite may relifh them as good^ but not 
as the beft for him : So that, for all the relifh he 
has of the word, he has another thing which he 

looks 
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looks on as ftill better for him. He has fome- 
thing elfe on which he is difpofed to lay at leaft 
part of his weight before the {x)rd ; for he is never 
poor in fpirit, nor (haken out of his own righ- 
teoufncfs- But the Chridian has no confidence 
in the flefli, Phil, iii, 3, 

2. The Chriftian gets his relifti for the goipel, 
by feeling tlie cxtrerfie bittcmefs of fin : A^s> ii. 
37. " When they heard this, they were pricked 
to the hearty and faid unto Peter and the refl of 
the- apoftles, Men and brethren, what fhal! we 
Ao ?" But the hypocrite comes eafier by his : 
•* When he hears the word, he anon with joy re- 
ceives it," Matth, xiii. ao. No man can rcliih 
health at the rate one does who is brought back 
from the gates of death. Many relifh the fweet- 
ncfs of the word to whom fin was never made 
bitter ; or if it was, it was never the bittereft of 
ai] things. Hence the rdiih for fuch is very fu- 
perficial. But God puts in more and more bit ter- 
ncfs in fin to his own people, till it becomes of all 
bitters the bittereft ; and then they truly relilli the 
gpod tidings of the gofpeL ^ 

3. The Chriflian's relifh for the gofpel is the 
moll powerful and overcoming relifh which he 
has. The hypocrite's is not fo : Pfal. xxvii. 4. 
" One thmg have I defired of the Lord, that will 
I feek after, that I may dwell in the houfe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple." So 
fays the Chridian, but of the hypocrite it is faid^ 
£zck. xxxiii. 31. << They come unto thee: as. the 
people Gometh, and they fit before thee ^ 'my 
people^ and they hear thy words, but they will 
not do them ; for with their mouth they Oiew 
much love, but their heart goeth after their co- 
vctoufncfs." The fincere Chriftian chufcs Chrift 

• Vol. in. G peremptorily 
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peremptorily, if they fliould beg with him. They 
fee fuch a fuitablenefs in him' to th^ cafe» that 
^ey muft have him on any terms ; whereas the hy- 
pocrite gets only half a look of Chrift in tht gofpel. 
Hence he has only half aftdion for him, a 4ind 
of hankering after him. Chrift is fweet to them, 
but ftill fome one hiA is fweeter ; fo that, like 
Orpah, they leave him, bvt not without fome af- 
fe£l:ion for him. 9ut the ChViftian-like Ruth 
cleaves unto him, and thereby is brought to h6« 
sour. 

LaJHy, The Chriftian reUfiies all the tidings of 
the gofpel in every particulaT of them, whereas 
the hypocrite has always fomething in them which 
he does not approve oif. The Chriftian without 
ihame has refpe& to all God's, commandments, 
Pfal. cxix. 6. He relifhes the eoodnefs of the 
promifesy and alfo the holinefs ot the command* 
ments. << He efteems all God's preempts x^oncern* 
ing all things to be right," ver. 128. HercxI 
heard John gladly till his beloved Ittft was touchy 
ed. And fo do many, thev love the word, with 
the exception of that which ftirikes againft their 
beloved lufts. 

This fubjca may be improved, ' 

Thirdly^ In an ttfe of exhortation. 

As ever you would reliih the good tidings of 
-the gofpel, labour to be meek and poor in ipirit. 
Would you have your fouls refrefliod at ordinan- 
ces ? Would you part:dce of die .^oodnefs of out 
Lord's houfe, and find that in ordinances, which 
is the bidden manxta, which the carnal world 
knows not of i Wellj tadce this courfe } it is^ the 
way to prepare yourfelves for it. 

X. Keep up always a deep feufe of fow^ own 
finfulnefs, ^(vretchednefs, and abfohite need cf 
Chrift. Our Lord was called the friend of pa« 

UicsniSy 
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bUcans and finaers, faecaufb they who faw the leaft 
good in dicmfebes got moft of his converfe : i 
Pet. V. 5. " God rcfiftcth the proudj and givcdi 
grace to the humble." The low valleys have the 
waters running in them>. when they run ofF the 
high hills as faft as they come on : I(a. xl. 4. 
<« Every valley fhall be exalted, and every moun** 
tain and hill fliall be made low/' The msm who 
feels his difeafe prizes the remedy, while he who 
is raving and inienfiUe di&egards it. 

2. Be of a teachable dtfpofition ^ this is true 
medcneia : PfaL xxv. 9. « The meek will he teach 
his way/* They who fit down to judge the wof d, 
rather than to be judged by it, may meet with 
what may difgitft or pleafe their fancy, but are 
out of the way o£ the true Spiritual reliih for xb&r 
word: James,, i. 2i, « Wherefore, lay apart all 
Athinefs and fuperfluity of naughtinefs, and re« 
ceive with meeknefs the ingrafted word, which is 
able to (ave your fouls/' How many a weak 
Chriftian's foul is refreihed with . that word, in 
which men who have knowledge, but not grace^ 
find nothing. They will be fure to profit who 
lie down at the Lord's feet, to. learn and receive 
the word aa die word of God. 

3» Be much in reviewing and mourning over 
your fjpiritual wants. Look not fo much to what 
you have attained, as to what you are yet (host 
of. Imitate Paul, in << forgetting the things that 
are behind, and reaching forth to thofe things that 
are before," Phil. iii. 13. Mourn over your, dark^ 
nefs, deadne&, and uikbolinefs. Let thefe be 
your continual burden, and you (hail no^ want .a 
word in feafon, I&. L 4. Jefus hath the tongue 
of the learned, to fpe^ a word in feafon to him 
that is weary. This would make you lie at the 
qttch for a word from th^ Iiord| like Benhadad'^ 
G 2., fcirvants 
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fcrvants in another cafe, and receive the Lord's 
meffage greedily, as what in one way Or another 
wijl profit you. 

4. Cry much to God for communion with him 
in gofpel- ordinances. Come to ordinances in a 
believing expedation of enjoying it^ Set your- 
felves to receive the gofpei as the Lord's word to 
you, which worketh effectually in you that be- 
lieve. The LoTd appoints finners to meet with 
him there, faying, " In all places where I record 
my name, I will come unto thee, and I will blefs 
thee," Exod. xx. 24. Propofe a meeting with 
him there alfo, and you may be fure it will hold. 
•Like Jacob, you will prevail with God to bkla 
you, Hqf. xii. 4. compare Gen. xxxv« i. Chrift 
had promifed the Spirit, and commanded the diC- 
ciples to wait for him, A<£ts, i. 4^ They conti- 
nued in prayer, ver. 14. See the fruit of it, 
chap. ii. 

Lq/lfyi Be thankful for the leaft of God's mercies, 
and be fubmiflive to the Lord under every trying 
difpcnfation, as fenfiWc of your utter unworthi- 
neft. When was it that Jacob, got the Uefllng i 
Was it not when in this frame, </ 1 am not wor- 
thy," faid he, « of the leaft of all the mercies, and 
of all the truth which thou haft fhewed unto thy 
fervant ; for with my ftaff I pafled over this Jor- 
dan, and now I am become two bands." A fenfe 
of unworthinefs as to the leaft mercies, cannot 
mifs to produce in you a rclifli for the great mer- 
cies of the gofpei. 

There are many complaints as to the )vant of 
God's prefence in ordinances- There isjoot that 
fovnd in them which was in former times. — 
Many lay the blame of thSs on minifters ; and I 
dare fayi there is not either a godly miniftcr in 
Scotland, or a godly Chriftian, afling as fuch, 
»' who 



d by Google 



TH)IK6S TO XBC: MXtKi , 81 . 

who dare refuie that he has a real (hare in il.-r^ 
The ckany to c^ ftenea at the guUfy^ muft cdme 
oat from among thofe mmiftera and. people who 
are ftrangers to their own hearts, and fee better 
into others than they do into themfelres. BiiC 
however it be, I dare promife, in the name of the 
Lord, that the hiingry fhall not be fent empty 
aw3y. The meek poor ones ihaH be feafted in 
ordinances ; and their hungry fouls ihall be re- 
freihed with the gofpel, fare with others as it 
will: Pfal. xxii. 24. << The meek ihall eat, and 
be fatisfied." Matth. v. 6, « Bleffed are they, 
which do hunger and tbirft after vighteoufhefs, 
for they ihaQ be filled." — O i but the fpiritual re- 
iiih for the word is , well worth alL the trouble 
which is neceffary for having it*- For, . 

I. This is the bidden maniia peculiar to God-s • 
hidden ones, on earth: ^ To him tfaatrorercometh 
wiU I give to eat c^*^ the hidden manna^" Rev* it. . 
17. We read, jExod^xvi. 13. 14. of a dew un- 
der whichithcrmahnB^tlay.' The ordinances ste 
that dew ^ coottftiitiion M^dariGhrifl in ordinances, . 
hj relifiung hb wotd^ iai tl^^ marnia under it. The 
ordinances axc.the calnnet ; . this Is the opening e£ 
the caUoeti^. and die fiading of the jewel, the 
dnving by thenrail,^andrbeholding the glory; iht 
diggi^f vpthie. iieid, and falling en . the treafure^-, . 
the bieakcag tfae^fisi^W ^^^ S^^S out the pearL • 

a. Thb would make the Sabbath th^ ma& plea- 
£iotday.i]»a{l the week^ 'the 'hours of wov^tp the 
mcA pleafaat hoiars,3.iWhkh navr to mod are a 
wcarinefe* Soe 'how the goipe^,. iehr in its power, 
cbdi a0eA : Uk. ix. 3. << They joy before tfaee 
according to die joy in harveft, and' as jnert re- 
joice when they divide theipoiL" Cocn^afe v^. a. 
If you had ever any experience of khts^vcdifh, dave 
Jptt foy but tbat thefe were your golden days, even 
G 3^ the 
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the beft tim€ ever ydii had in your life, and that 
an thfe world could never make up your lofs fince 
you wanted them ? You who never tailed of it, 
believe others, fince you are not capable of judging 
in the matter: Pfal. Ixxxiy. lo. "For a day in 
thy courts is better than a thoufand." Believe 
thofe who have got that at ordinances, which has 
made them joyftiUy embrace perfecntion, banift* 
ment, afcaffold, and a fire. 

3. This' would readily hang about you all the 
week, in a holy, favoury, tender difpofiticn, and 
make you fejodce at the return of the Sabbath : 
Pfaii cxxii.fi ^ I was glad when they faid unto 
me, Let- us go" into thte houfe of the Lord." It is 
good being iii Chrift's company in his fen<Suary ; 
wherever they go afterwards, tliey imelt of his 
good oiiitments ;; knowkcfge is takfti of them that 
theyii have been ^wiih Jerus, Afts, •iv..i3. Re- 
inember ivhat isfftid of the gofpel, aCer. 4i. \6. 
** To the , one we are ' the. ^voui^ t>f death ui?to 
deaths and to the othep tthstifavour of iifeunib 
life." Alas 5 how >nmkv and us^voury are the 
converfations of'tnofl^i beqatife ''thdy.neyer get a 
rrliifafor the word. « n.r ' ^ . i: -ta; d . 

1-4. This would make- ptt iifeful "Cfeiftians. 
Thewomaxi' of Samaria^ as focn^jas 'ffiearoiifiiecl 
the gofpel,.{he got another (fpifit: ';^s )[^e bad 
bden fprmerly a prop of th^Idet^l^s k^ygij^dbm^ and 
, an' agent for hini in the plaee Where ^e lived ; 
{be howj wbencodveited bygrac^^.tutrBsiifeful 
for othlsTjs. ; This would majseiyo^ natoradly oom- 
mend the way of God to others^ w^uld.make you 
ufef ul 'in your families, in the oongrdgation, aiiii 
in the country-^fide. • ;.l -ji '.- 

. Laftiy^ This Would be a. heavein on t«rA*, Wfavt 
id the hapjpthtfs of the faints in glory ? (Tbey eii- 



J'.- 



d by Google 



rmiJ^GS *fO THE AfEEK. ^3 

joy Godi afid this in the utmdft perfej^ion. You 
ihould relifli that enjoymeiU of him, which m 
your mea-fare you have for the prefent, as a pre- 
lude, an earneft of what fhall be your privilege 
hereafter. ' »- . 

I SHAt-L have done yx^ltlii a w6rd to all in gene- 
ral, and 11* particular 't<y me«k poor ones. — To all 
in general, I would fay. Entertain the good tidings 
of the gofpel,* flight them notj give them a fuitable 
entertQintncnt.- Believe them' as' undoubted tru^hl. 
When God fpeaks, i^ls reafdnable we believe; foip 
ho is Truth, he is "the fafihfiil atid true Witncfsj 
Rev: nil i4.i ' Thie catnsil mind is ap^ to fall intd 
unbelief of the gofjp«l, which^reflc(as great diiho* 
nour upon 'God: t Jdhn, v.'' ib. " He that huL 
iieveih-not Gbd^ hath'ipade him a Har, becaufe he 
believeth not the recbrd that God gave of his 
St>n." And this alfo makes th* gofpel unprofit- 
able to oarfelves : « The word preached did not 
profit? them, not heing mixed with'fakh irt them 
that heard ity" Heb; Vv. 2.— Embriice thefe tidings 
joyfully and' thankfully ^ they are tidings of great 
joy, afnd ihould be received wltK the 'grcateft joy 
and chearfulnefs ; as a malefafbor on the fcaObld 
ihould receive the'tidings-of a pardon, or as an in- 
liemnity would be received by thofc who havi 
forfeited their lives bv their treafon. And tKe 
grfcater the danger* is from which the gofpel pro- 
claims ddi^ratice, the mor^ welcome fhould the 
tidings be. •^Finally, lay the weight of your fouls 
on thefe tidings for time and eternity, fall in with 
, the gofpel-contrivance, and embrace the covenant 
as well ordered in all things, and fure, Matttu xiii. 
44. Embrace the fahrati<»i; come away with 
the Redeemer, accept ijbe ranfosi, a<^ept the in- 
4emnity,put your cafe in the hand of the greatPhy- 

fician^ 
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fician, and all (hail be well* To prevail ^b you 
as to this, confider, for motxyeS) 

From whence the tidings come* . It is from a 
far country, fiomheaveni Ae throne qf God, yea,, 
the depths of the counfel of God, John, i. i8*. 
Behold tidings of love and good wiil from hea- 
ven, of a Qiercy-feat fet up there ^ur Qoof <fi|Ufifrs,. 
from whence. they cQidd ^ve Idok^d/oiir .S)o(hi|ig; 
but wrath i— Confidf r, . , : . 

. Who brings the tidii^s, theSort. of God. O I 
glorious mt&ng^T^i. wbo~le6:<. the Father's boTcmr 
^d came ^oyf» ii?tOsthi^ ,.eafth» to prodaim tbe^ 

Ekd tidings. Anfi^ii^rfb^t he is afcefid^ imo 
eavcn^ he hasient his'mieifter& in His ifame .fq 
prpcl^im them, witb ^i^ tfirti6cation,:Xbiiithe wI^^ 
b^areth yoib he^^ietlxmej anil be ,whp ^pifeth 
you, defpifeth me i and he wb^^ defpiifeth m€,,de-^ 
j^ifeth him that fent me.-r-?Confider,. 

What arc the hidings. - Tidings of a falvation,. 
a Fed^^ptipn, &o. Th^ are good tidings, tlic . 
bfft of tilings tbat ever came into tbe yfOfi4-r-^ 
Gopd to refre^ and revive ihfi^ fpirits o£ tbofe , 
whom nothing elfe can comfort, .tven^ fin^ts de- 
preiied ^nder apprefienfions of wraldhi; And tiie 
mor^ to be ^ileemed ^hat they are peimliar to jfiiu-- 
fill n>c«i,.iK>t'falle(v, angels. ** Vnto you, O men !^ 
I call, ai;ul |ny;Voi(e is to the fons of men."— r 
Gonfider* 

.The ne^d: there w>as cf . tbefe tidings in .the 
worlds Never did tidings-co^ne fo feal£cHiablyto 
any^ as &ofe'of thegofpc;! to tho world i^ined by 
^n. ,We \yere as Ifaac, with tlie knife at our 
throat, when tbe.tidtngs.cameof Jefus Cfarift, as 
jl^, ram CsCught in the thickets lit us but (Up- 
pofe tlxe world witlxjuit the gd|Msl> we will then 
llava a fie^ lawj flaming Ofuour faoa, and no 
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way whatever to efcapc. Thus will we fee the 
feaibnablenefd of gofpcl tidings. 

To meek poor ones, in particular, T wouUl fay, 
O ! fenfible (inners, preflfed with the fcnfe of your 
fpiritual wants, your (infulnefs, mifery, inability 
10 help yourfelves, you who fee your abfolute need 
of Chxiil, and wiUial your unworthinefs of his 
help, who are longing for fupply, and content 
with Chrift on any terms, to you is the word of 
this (klvation fent^ particularly $ con» away, and 
joyfully embrace thefc good tidings. To influence 
you to this, confider. 

That your names are .particularly in Chrift's 
commifTion. He was fent to'preai^ good tidings 
.to th^ meek. The Lord knowk that the ^oor 
convinced {inner will have many doubts and fears, 
which will be hard fo^ him to overcome, fo as to 
get the tidings believed. TherdTofo, as in MaTk^i 
xvi. 7. the angel fard uhto" the women, " Go 
your way* tcU his* difctple^, ^tnd Peter, thiit he 
goeth before you inta<j^ke, diere ihall ye fee 
him, as he faid' linto you.'' ' So iher« -particular 
noti<?e is taken of the meek; God has a fpecial 
eye on theoutcafts of Ifra^l to bring them in to 
himfelf, I£u.lr. 1; Again, confider, i 

' That the ^aiid end for yriiidh liie Lord difiro^ 
vers to you your fpiritual poverty is, that you 
may come to Chritt for fupply : Gal. iii. 24. 
«« Wherefore the law was our fchoolmafter, to 
bring us unto Chrift, that we might be juftified 
by faith." God brought a famine on Jacob's 
houfehold' in Canaan, when there was corn in 
Egypt, that Jofeph's brethren might have an er- 
rand to him. Therefore rejeft not the counfcl 
of God againft yourfelves. Confider farther, 

That Chrift is able to fupply all your wants : 
" Open thy mouth wide, fays he, and I will fill 

it," 
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it," P6L Ixxii. lo. Were your wants as great-- 
as Paul's, as Mary Magdalene's, as. Manafleh's 
were, he has enough to fuppiy diem all, a ful- 
ne£i of merit and of Spirit. If all the world were 
ib poor in fpirit, there is enough £or them all, 
and to fpare} these is an' mfinite value in hl& 
blood, and an infinite efficacy in his, Spirit. Con« 
fider. 

That you .cansiot get the fnpply of your wants 
any where cife : A£ls ir. 12. « Neither is these ijJU 
ration in aay other ; for there is none other name 
under heaven, given among men^ whereby ^wc 
xnuft be faved.'* Alas I poor finhers are ready to. 
go ti> wrong doors for faptdy^ and to feek to have , 
their wants fupplkd by themfelves. But aU your 
4utieS| prayers, watchings, mourmngs» will do no. 
good, unld» yott believe.:. John, vt. 29* ^ This is, 
the work of God, that ye. believe on him whom he 
hathfept." Confidec, laftly, 
: .. That OUT Lord makes you wekosse to- him ami 
jiis fulnefs^ and th^.fx^dy, lia.. Iv.; i. I dare not 
come taCluaft, &ys bne. Why ib? Chrtit is a 
jgift, even the gift of God, Joboy iv. i.o^'i.and 
what is freer. thattalgift?. .Nothing^is v^uii^ed of 
you but to receive itk Iodine then your ear, and_ 
<oiiie unto hitfi^ hezti and your, foub fluiU live. — ^ 
Amecu 
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JESUS BINDS UP THS BROKEN HEARTED. 



SERMON L. 

Is A. Ixi. I. — To bind up the broken hearted. 



IN there words, we have smother piece of work 
which 'the Father has put in Chrift's hand. 
He hath fent liim to hind up the broken hearted. 
In the words there is, i.TPhe work itfelf, to bind 
up ; Luke hath it to healj chapter xv. 1 8. He is 
employed by the Father as the great PhyGcian to 
bind up finners, as a fiirgecn does a broken bone 
or any other wound, and to heal them. This be- 
ings to his prieftly office. We have, 2. The 
obje^ls of it } the broken hearted^ fuch as are fick of 
fin, who have their hearts broken and call down 
within them, t>n accoiint of fin, and its confe-^ 
quences. This is a (icknefs which Chriil is (cot 
to cure. 

From this fubjed, you may obferve the fol- 
lowing 

Doc- 
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Doctrine, Our Lord Jcfus is appointed of his 
Father,- to be the Phyfician of broken-hearted 
finners, to bind them up, and heal them. 

For illuflrating this doflrinc, we fhall confi- 
der, 

I. What is that brokenneTs of heart, which is 
here meant. 

II. What is it in and about fin which breaks 
the man's heart, who. is thus evangelically broken 
hearted. 

ni. What fort of a heirt a broken heart is. 

IV. How tlie Lord Chrift binds up, and heals 
, the broken-hearted. 

V. Make fome improvement. — We are then, 

I. To inquire what is that brokennefs of heart 
which is here meant, and of which tjie Lord takes 
fo much notice. The broken hearted is of two 
kinds. 

1. There is a natural one, arifing from natural 
•nd carnal caufes merely, which worketh death, 
2 Cor. vii. 10. Thus many who are very whole 
hearted in refpeft of fin, complain that their 
hearts and fpirits are broken by their crofTes, af- 
fliQions, and ill ufage which tbcy meet with in 
the world. Thus Ahab, Haman, and Nabal, their 
hearts were' broken \Vith their refpedlive croiTes. 
This IS nothing but the crack which a proud 

. lieart gets by God's providence, when it will not 
bow, and is very difpTeafing lA God's fight. 
This Chrid will not heal, till it is broken at an- 
other ratie. — ^There is, 

2. A religious broken heart, which arifes from 
religious caufes, namely, fin and its confequences* 
Sin has funk into the fouls of all Adam's pofte- 
rity, like a deadly poifon. But moft men are 

whole- 
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whole-hearted, . though they , carry their death 
about with them, becauie t^e poUbn jfias not yet 
begun to work. The; thorn of guih is (licking in 
tfaeo: confcienc€» but they <are eafv, for it hBS not 
yet hegun to fetter. But when the poifon begins 
to work, the heart k broken with it* Every iucli 
breaking of heart is not the ficknefs unto life 
whkh Qurift is^ fen^ to hetii. Thefre is. a twofold 
religious hr^jking^fheart-r-,igHy7» .A mere legal 
one: Jer. xxiiif ip.^^^ Isrnot^my word like as 9 
fire ? £ikh die, I^rd, ai>4 like a hamn>er that 
breaketh . the Irock in pieces r"; When the heart is 
broken by the mere forcp of the law,\k is broj^en 
as a rock in pieces by a hammer, each part re« 
nainiog hard and rocky ftilL As it hveaks the 
heart of a malefa£bor, to hear his doom pronounr 
ced, that he muft be hanged for his crime ; fo 
does tb^ law break, thq 'heart of a finner. This 
breaks the h^artfor fin, but not from it. Thus 
the hearts of Caij^ ^r^d Juda? were broken, and 
thus the hbarts of the damned fhall be Isroken for 
c?cr,J Men may dieof- thefe wounds, and never 
be heidfd. But tber^. )s,'^^^e^ttJ/y, An evaqge- 
iicalooe. * liVhe.n.»ot only the l^w does its partj^ 
but the, goTpel alfo breaks thefiqi|er's hea^t : Zech* 
xii. LO. *« An4 1 will pwpjju? upon the houfe of David, 
and upon th^ inhabitants of Jerufalem, the fpirit 
of grace and fupplication^andjthejr'ihaU Ipok upon 
mc'whoni they haye pierc^dj a,nd tj^ey (hall n\ourn 
for hii|i as one mouri^tj^fior his. cn^ fon, and 
fliall be in bjttemefs fpxj him^ as 01^ £hat is in 
bittemefs for his firftjioi^n?" i) T^s is thajt kmdjy 
heart-breaking for fin, which is an effefib of 'gor 
fpeUgrape, . ^ ^^e;fs^ o^ which never one ihaH 
die, it is the v^ry maiady. which in the text 
Chriftjs/eij^ tc^- cure. Sin Jnan .^^ngracioUs 
foui, is li^e soifoQ in a ferpoiit, it i% agreeabte 

Vol. m. ": H "to 
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to their nature, it does nof make diem-fiokat 
all. Though it be indeed with them iis a kiAdl 
tMF ferpenty fibm wh6fe kiiling locks men do* 
lend themfehres, by Mding a glafs^ betwixt them 
2nd the ferpent, which reiie&s the peifon on Ac 
ferl^eiit hhnfelf, and fo Klto b^J Thii8, Pfah 
yii. t6. ^< The wicked man's mifchief (hall ipetun 
tip^n his own headi and his violent d^dalings 'flisdl 
tetthrn upon his own pate." ' BciC in tbofe in wjboqa 
Crod has a gracbus irork, fin^ like poifein in a 
man, contrary to his natufCy and 'fe 'makes' 1dm 
}ieart-0ck. Thus the true broken-liearted finner 
is as lick of fin, as erer a man was of poifon, 
whfcK he had unwarily fwallowed down, aad 
iirould by all means be quit of it-^We aow 
come, ♦ 

II. To inquire what it is in and sAiout fin 
whith breaks tbe manV heart/ who is dius evan* 
gelicaliy brokcn*bearted.t-<rhere is, 

I. TTie guilt of fin, by which he is bound CMrer 
to the wrath of God. 'TWs,' which cannot be ta- 
ken away but^ by a free pardon, fickens thfc poor 
creature at the heart : Ifa.' xxxitu 24% << And the 
inhabitant ffaall iiotfdy; I am iick : the.|>e<D^;tbat 
dwWl therein 'fhall be' forgiven' &cir miquity.'* 
This guilt'is' their burden, a burden on their backs^ 
on tl^r' liead^, oh th^if^'ipirits,' which mak^s 
them* to cry. out, ks ih Hbfea, xiy^ 2. •< Take 
away all imquiiey, and -rfeceiye ub ' gi^a'doufl'f*'* 
They find the lokd/' aiid^their Tpiritii are ^oken 
under it, as a burden- wh^ they are not able 
to bear.— Tliercis, • *^*7 ^ 

a. The domineering ^6wer ef fiuj- or itis tyran^- 
ny,* by which thdy are.Ied captives to it. Thi6 is 
brcafctng to thcih, ^t liifts ate fiy^rong,'and 
they fa weakj' Aat tbcy cannot get t^e xnaAeiy 

• over 
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Q^er tlicin as they would : Horn. vii. ^3. 24. « But 
I fee another law in my members, warring againft 
the law of oiy mindy and briogiog mc into capti- 
vity to the law of fin, which is in fny members. 
O wjretched m^n that I am ! whoihall deliver me 
fromt be body.ofthia deafh ?!' For'fome time the 
yofee of fin fi foftojii their xjecks^.tbejr^ walked 
willingly after its commandments ; but how th^y 
are weary, of its ^minioQ, a-verie to fubmit to i^ 
ru)e, 9n4 their^ hearts ace brpken, under the weight 
«f tbofe iron fetters, , frpm which thty; would now 
fata be deUvercd.— There is, . . 

3. The contrviety which is^ji^u fin to the holy 
nature and law. of God. Tbi ^9Qmmandment. is 
come, into the heart, which it 1& inclined to obey, 
and fo that contrariety is breaking ; Rom« vil. I3« 
«< Was then tbat.which is good made., death unto 
me ? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear 
fin, . working death in me^ by that which i» good ; 
^t finbythe cdmmandmentmight be/come exoeed- 
ing fiufuU** The love, of (iod has fo touched the 
heart, as to produce in him a confidering fin to 
be bitter as death : The foul is wounded and caft 
down to ttunk of its grieving the Spirit,, tram* 
pling on the liply law, finning againit merciesn 
againft checks and reproofs v and^ accounts itfelj^ 
verj^ mtferable in thus requiting the LQrd.-r-Tliere 

18, 

4* The iind welling of fin^ and its cleaving fa 
clofe to a perfon that he cannot il^ake it ofif : Rom* 
vii. 24^ f < ,Q Mtf etched man that I am I who fliall 
deliver mi^/from the body ,of this death ?" He fees 
fin to be ^in his heart and .liiFe^ and not only fo, biit 
thatt it isi tfiiterwoyen intg his vei^y nature, and not 
tO'be totallyvextkpated till de^M^. He has now a 
fincere love to iieJlnefs, an ardenf dcfire of perfec- 
tion, Phil. ill. i3-« 14. } an hearty hatred againft 
... Ha fin. 
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fin, and an irreconcileable enmity to it : (o diat it 
'' cannot but be 1>rcaking to him^ while he fees the 
unwelcbme ^ucft ftill within his 'habitation.^ 
There is, '. ' = ' ■* • t 

y Sin's mixing itfclf -wth all he ddes^-^^etr 
^ith his beft duties : Rom. vii. 21. "I find then 
a law, that wjlien I would do good,* evil is pre- 
ffint with me." in the faireft line which he 'writes, 
fin leaves a blpt ; aiid on the ihMft and moft faered 
of God's Holy things to' which he* puts- katidi fin 
di-ops its defilement. This is' l)rfeaking to a 
holy heart. When he reyiews bis duties, and 
fees what deadnefi, what want of faith and love 
is in his prayef^, .}lfearing, communicating, and 
the like, whaf itt^tehfiilriefs, trntefidertiefsv^and 
ungodlinefs, in his daily walk, be is lothipttie 
in his own eye§, -and fick, - heatt-fick of his finful 

leif:-^ .■":-'■ -/• ' . ■ ^" ■• ' ; ^ 

6. Frequeilt bfit^kflidings into fiii, are ^^ery 
breaking in this cafe. The Lord complains' of 
breaking by thefe : Ezek. vi. 9. " ^ ^^ broken,*' 
fays lie, "witji their whdriih hearty which, hath 
departed from me, and with their- ^ycs which go 
a-wHoring after thdti idols." - And, on' tbe^other 
hand, they ate moft bt^aking to the fenfiWe fm<r^ 
ner himfelf : Jftf. xxxi. 18.' « I'havfe furely heard 
Ephraim' bernoaniiig hihifelf thus: Thou Jjaft 
chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed, as a bullock 
unacultomed to the yt^e : turn thou m^, and I 
j(hall be turned, fomho^ artUh^ Lord ^my God." 
O hoV heavy is it to a-gfacjous h*att*, to be fo 
often falling back into 'eyijs moi#ned dvcrJand hd- 
folved again ft' ! How near the hfeart bl ft fick maii 
muft it go, to be fo ofteivrelapfing, after be 'has 
^ been in a fair way of cure. Nothing u more 
powerfulto make one fay of life, I lodth it.-^— 
Thert is, •. • ' 

7. Dc- 
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7. Defertions, hidings of the XiOrcT s Uptf and 
interruptions of the foul's coolmunton with God» 
8ee how breaking thefe are^ ilfa. liv^ 6* << For the 
Lord hath called thee^ -as a woman forfaken and 
grieved in fpitit, aivl a wife of youth^ whea thou 
Willi reftif^y faith thy God.'' Sometimes the 
foul h brought very low by^ defertions) and ready 
to give up all lor lofti liami iii. id, << And I 
faidj My ftrenglh and my hope is perifhed from 
tlie Lord."* This is a bitter root, fpringing up 
from fin, and branches fc^th divers wayS) aJl of 
them breaking taafetifihle foul.— There is fpiri- 
tual <kadne(s3L Soiig^ v. 2. Influences from hea- 
ven are f eftraincd, smd- fo the heart is bound up 
as with bands bf iiion and brafs. They cannot- 
eidier bdievQ,^ love, or mburn acceptably.^ All 
that remains is a fecret diffiitisfa&ion with ihnit 
^wn cafe, only a figh or 'a groan; becauft they 
eanndt believe^ love;, or praAice» as they kpow. to 
be re(}uired of theniv -fiiying, Ifa. hiii. 17. ^ O 
Le^d, ^why haft' thou made us to err from thv 
%ays, and hardened our hearts from thy fe^r.?? ' 
This is breaking. Next there is, prayer&^ ihut- 
outy Lam. iii. ^..c' AUb when I csy and fhout, he 
ihutteth out my prayer.'* . While a Chriftian has 
accefs to God by pr^yer^ and can pour his com-* 
plaints into -his- bolbai, 'whatfoevor be his cafe, he 
has not fo iTmoh ta complain of. Thus Hannah^ 
after fhe had done iib^ went her way and did eat^ 
and her countenance, was no morpiad% This alfo 
encourages them to wait upon the.Lord^ Micah, 
vii. 7.. But when the door of accefs fee nfi^ to be 
ihuti and a« thick clouds is drawn about the 
throne, thit»^ t&^ breaking^;: Lam. iiL 44. << Thoti 
haft coTertd thy felf^ with; a. cloud, that ou? prayer 
ftould not pafs through*^ iThi& made Zioa.fayi 
Ifa. atijbf I4« ^ TbeXord hath- forfakea.me> and 
- - Ha my 
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my Lord hath forgotten mc/' And Pfal. xx. 2. 
««MyGod, my God, why haft thou forfakcn mc ?* 
why art thou fo far from helping me* and from 
the words of my roaring ?"— Again, there is wrath 
apprehended, the terrors of God feizing on the 
foul. « The arrows of the Almighty,*' faidjob^ ««^are. 
within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up my 
fpirit, the terrors of God do fet themfelves again ft 
me,*' ch. vi. 4. This is of all terrors the moft 
terrible, and what heart can remain whole under 
it? Prov. xviii. 14. ^<The fpirit. of a man will 
fuftain his infirmities, but a wounded fpirit who 
can bear ?" See how Heman was broken under 
this, PfaK Ixxxviii. 15* << I am a£9i£led and ready 
to die from my youth up : while I fuder diy- fcr- 
rors, I am diftrafted/* It made Job, » grave ft^id 
man, of extraoidim^ry piety,, cry out m. the cqnr 
gregation, as unable to contain himfelf,. chap. xxx.. 
29. 30< 31. << I am a brotfaet to dra^MYs, and a^ 
companion to owls :. My ikin is black vifon me, 
and my bones are burned with heat. My ba^p 
alfo i& turned to mcnirnirig, -and my organ into the 
Toice of them that j wecp.'*4~Finally, there ^re- 
temptations dogging -die -foil, the more yil^ ^nd 
horrid thefe are, the more dreadful. Sometimes- 
the Lord looses Satan's chains^ and he is-Iet almoft 
loofe o» a Chriftian, r Con xii» 7., : Jience there 
are fiery d^rt^ fhot into the hearty: le^uraoidinarf 
temptations as tfr feith or .praidikq, Ephef. vi. 
16. y and thefcj though repelled, )^t coming 
back as if a fiegr were hid<to^ the. fysUiy by an ar- 
my refolved to m after the town. And when 
witha), one is }e£t ofttji to fall uiuier tb^^,,this 
h m6ft'breakiag to a gracious fouU— ?Tbere is, 

Lafiifi To ftimup all in* a wotd,. af .C^riftian's 
finfukiefs, with the bitt(^' fimits.fpriiJging. from 
his fin J theic ane \7faat are breaking to.hU t)eart. 
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He is not what God wouldj nor yfvbzt he would, 
have htmfelf to be. He is diffatisfied with him- 
fclf, yet cann<»t right ,hi«. <;d£^ : . p.om. vii. 19. 
<< For that which I do, I allow not ; for what I 
would, that I do not i but what I hate, that do 
I.** He brings nttferipa' on himfiplf by his fin, and 
therefore is fadly. broken lUidfC the thought of his 
cafe;-— We now. proceed/ ., ; 1 

IIL To: fiiewj what: fort of a heart a brokeo. 
heart is^ — As toithia we obfcrve,. 

I. That'it is a contrite or bfuiftd heait^: Pfal. 
Ik 1 7. « Ilie facrificei of Qod are a broken fpirit ^ , 
a broken and a.xQiitrite. ]|ea!rt,f O God, thou wik. 
not defpiie»'' Not .only, broken, in pieces like a. 
rock, but broken Oo powder,, and So fit to receive, 
any impreifion : So the word fignifies. The 
heart, thou^ before fometimes like an adamant,. 
which mercies coiiU not melt».npr judgements, 
tensfy, is now kindly broken and bruifed betwtict. 
the upper and nether mill-ftone | — the upper mill** 
ftone of thelawy a fenib of God's .wrath againil fin i; 
and — thevnether jisill-ftone of the gofpel, of dir; 
vine love, jonercy, and favour, manifefted in word, ' 
2ind prQvidence8.!---If one going to break a hard: 
ftone, wiiuid lay it. firm upon another hard ftone^* 
wht<^wiUiiQt. yield undemea^ it> then, when you^ 
ftrike, it wi^l intber not tMreak at all, or if it do,, 
it vdli not! hiedk' in ihiyers.: But either lay it hoi-; 
low, or on a k>ft bed,^ and it will break: all in. 
fhivers. Thus, lay the hard heart upon the hard- s 
law, and fl:rike it with the moft dreadful threajb- 
enings, of lutU and. damnation, it either will not 
break at ail,, or. at> leaftiit will not break fmall.. 
But- lay thq hard heart on the bed of the gofpeL 
of mercy and love, ' and then te^t the. hammer o£ 
the law ftcike, the bo^rt wfiU ^ ^ifonder. Legal 

preaching. 
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preaching, wUdi cafta a vailover gofpd-grace, is^ 
itdt the way te^ make good Chriftians. Jod lays 
the hearts of his bearers oa x^ercf, then fetches 
hSs ftroke vrith the hammer of the law, and cries, 
G^p. i*. i3[. " Rend yo«* htact^ and not your 
^rmentJs, and turn unto the Lord your G©d, for 
he IS gracious avtd merciful, fic^r tx> anger, and of 
great kindnefs, and reptateth him of the eviL'^ 
But it is the Spirit of .the Lord that carries home 
the ftrdce, dfe it will not do.«*-A hroken heart is> 
2. A pained hearty an adung heart : A€ts^ iu 
37. « When tliey heard this, dicy wero.«pricked 
to the heart, and feid unto Peter and the reft of 
the lapofttes, Men and brethreti, ^iriiat fhaii wcl 
do.^' Brutfing -or breaking a living member is 
not without pain: God wounds the guilty gcoi- 
fcience, that the fimiet may fee and fitti what an 
evil and bitter thing fin is: Jer; sL 19. >« Huae 
own^ wiokedneia ikaB eovref^ diee^ aad thy hadt-^ 
ilidings fhaff reprove thee ^ know choFefiarei and 
fee, that it is an evil thing, and a bitter, ttojfc thou 
haft forfafaen the Locd thy God, and that my fear 
is not in thee, faith theLord God of hofts^'' T^e 
deeper that the wound is, the forerr ^ heaort is 
broken.— -It is pained wiA forrow : Proin xr. i^.. 
«* Byforrow or the heart thefphat^is brohcm? A . 
bmken. heart is a^ formwfut heart foi £n, far the 
cffbotc given to God, the diihooour put 6n«.]mi 
by it, and the evil btought on oneVfttf*^ Thus 
the bn^en4)earted (inner is a nioilrning finner,' 
Zech. xii; ip. The.fpirit of heavinefs filsdown 
On, the man, tiU.Chrift bihdi up his wound ;. his 
j0y is turned into lamentation. — Theheartis paia- 
ed alfa with remorfe for finy A^s^ iK 37.. Eve* 
rv remembrance of his folly gives him a twkdi by 
the fcout^ of eoiifcience. He caSs himfelf fool 
and l^aft for fo re^iiig the Lottl. ^ He is hear-^ 

tily 

Digitized by Google 



T^£ BKOK£]^M£ART£B« . 97 

tily difpleafed with himfelf on that account : Job> 
ilii.'<^i "Wherefore I abhor mjrfelf,. and repent 
in duft and aflies." He fmitcis on Iiis brcaft, as 
worthy to be pierced, Luke, xviii. 13.; ^ndfmitea 
on his thigh, as "Worthy to be broJwQn for ilrhat: he 
has done. — Again^ it 1$ pained with anxiety and 
care how to be faved fronr fin : AGs, xvi. gp. 
«« What Ihalllrfo to be faved ?" It brings'a^bur- 
den of care upon his head, how to get the guilt 
removed, the poi/ircrof it broken, and to get it' 
expelled at length. Neff^ was a man more, an* 
xious about the cure of a broken leg or .army than 
the broken-hearted finiter h to get his foul-woundd 
healed, and to be free of fin, which is hisgrcatcft 
crbfs.-^Thc h^art'ispaincd with longing . defitce 
after grace": Pfal^cxix. 20. " My foul breaketh 
fordie longing that it. hath unto thy judgements 
at all times." ^ The: brdkei^-hcigiited fimicr, fen* 
fible of his fpiritilal wantsi longs for tbefupplyof 
them, pants for it as a thirfty man - for watery 
and the ,delay of anfwering thefe defires ni^kes » 
fick heart: rrov. xiii. 12.. "Hope, deferred ma- 
ktth the heart fick.**--** A: broken, heart is, 

3. A ihameful heari. The whole heai:! ia^fwt 
k ^Impudent ii'bc^ the -biToken heart is filled with. 
Ihatne. • , Bzra faid,' chap^ ix. 6. « O my God, 1 
anr afliamed, and blofh to. lift up my face/ to thee, 
my God :^for our iniquities are increafed over our ^ 
head, and^ouf^rtifp^fs is grown up unto the hea- 
vens.^ The man lizws. ckywu his bead before rhfi 
Lord, as notabte-tdilooid 1:^^ Ffal. xl. 12. He 
fees himfelf fcrtppefl^f hSs beautiful .garmented 
and is aibamed ^ his fpiritital t)akednef$, iWi^ 
with the ^ublicany'he cannot. lift sxp ^ .eye^k 
He is fatten into the mire^ and is aibamed to come 
before Odd in his defilement^: Ifa.4x4v. 6^ Hie 
vain expectations frpm the way.of.finarq baulked, 

and 
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Ztid fo he turns back afliamed. His reproadi is 
difcovered> he is corkfiEtcA of. the .bafclt ingrati- 
tude, and (6 is filled with fhame. As the thief 
is afhimed when he is found, fo is th« houfe of 
Uirael aihaoxiedy. Jar. ii. z^.t-A broken heart is,. 

4. A £3ft and tender hearty fpr a broken and a 
hard heart are oppofed to each other: Ezek. xxxvi. 
%6i " I will Cake, away the.Hony heirt out of your 
fleih, and I will give you an heattvpf flefii," When 
the Spirit of tl^c Lord breaks tbeJieatt with go- 
ipel-grace, he tncks it -dffwn, an4 ibftcns it, takes 
away that ilnnineiav ftifihef9,hardnefs, that cleaves 
to the heait in its nsctural ftate. The broken-hearted 
finncr, however,, willfvcry probably fay, Alas! I 
find* my he^rt^a hard' heart«**-*To this I* anfwer. 
To find the kardnefs of heart,. ai>4 to be weighted 
and grieved wkh.it^ is a flga of tendemefs, €ven 
acsroaningii^a^^of life:. arCor.viii.ia. <« For 
il thjeie be firft a willing mincii. it is accepted ae« 
€Otding to what a man i!t!th, and not according to 
what he hath not.'' There is no l^ieart in. this 
iMrld but there is fome haidnefs iti it. , 'fheie 
may be tears where there' is- fio br9]f;)eu* hearty, as 
in Bfau, and there may be a broken and tender 
heart where tears are noc Tcy9it^Qmfore,t^^he 
Hendernefsof your hearts by the follqwil^ mi^^ 

Are your hearts kindly . a£«^e4 wkh pi[avi- 
dences ? Thou meeteft with a mercy,, and ir<is a 
wortder to thee that th^s Lofidrthcnild be fo kind 
to'fuch an unworthy wtet<^;. Thfm f^yeft as Ja- 
cob, << I am not wporthy of.thsr leaft of ajl the 
jBdercies, ^nd of aU dafi toudi, which, thou hafi 
Ihewed uiito thy ietvant,'' Gfiii.i.xxw. .lo. . It 
nAelts Af heart into an earneit .define of holipefs, 
knowing that the goodnefs of. God leadeth thee 
til* repentanote.-*- Again, thott meeteft* with a re- 
Uike of- provideiu:e^ Ibewing thfie< that thou art 

out 
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out of die way, and thoii dared not venture far- 
ther that wajr. This is a good fign : Prov. xviT, 
10. " A reproof enters more into a wife man^ 
dian a hundred ftripc* into a fool." — Again, do 
the threatenings of the Lord's word awe thy 
heart, not only in refpeft of grofs outbreakmgs^ 
but in the courfe of thy daily walk? Ifa. Izit. a; 

«« 'but to this rtan will I look,^ even to hkn 

that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and trem<» 
bicth at my word.'* * Art thou afraid of theJLond's 
difpleafure more than of any thing elfe, and muft 
thou ftand at a diflance from thefe things which the 
world makes light of on that account h This is a 
£gn of a tender heart. This^ refiei^ion was com. 
fcrtable to Job, chap.'xxxi. 13^ «« Fordeftruflion 
fSrom God was tL terror unto mc ; ^nd by reafon of 
his highnefs t could not endure." Now this had 
a tendency to feep him frte from all iin.^-^inaily, 
have the Lord's commandmemst an awful autho- 
rity .on thy coilfcienee, fo that t^jLi art tender, of 
om:nding him, and trampling on them ? A hard 
heart can eaftly digeft^an offence agiiiiift God, but 
a tender heart reipeiSts M .his* commandmients^ 
Pfal. c%ix.6. A burnt child ^eods dieiire^ and 
the fihner whofe heart has been broken for fin 
dreads fin as the greatcft evil. ^I^hete are fome 
who will be very tender at th^ir pYayers, it may 
be that they weep and pray % but then fearitil un* 
tendemefe appears in their ordinary walk. But 
ftcw me the perfonv ivhois in Atfaar of the Lord 
all the daylong, who is afraid- to fay or do an ill 
thing : I fay,' this is ^e tender perfon, though his 
prayers fhould be filled firom beginning to end with 
complaints of bardnefs of heart) not the other : 
I JcAm, V. 3. ^ For this is the love of God, that 
wekeep his commandments^ and his command* 
mcnts are not grievous.'*— A broken heart is, 
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5. A rent heart : Joel, iU 1 3. *' And wri your 
hearts, and not your garments, and. turn untotl^ 
Lord your God." The plough of humiliation and 
repentance is drawn through the hearty which 
tears up the fallow-ground, and pierces to die 
T^ry foul, l^any a man's heart is rent with re- 
morfe, or 'rather mangled, which is never tho- 
roughly rent ; and fo their wound goes together 
again after fome time, and diey ajre as before. 
&it the truly broken heart is rent to purpofe, till 
the plough reach to the root of fin. 

' Here there may be propofed this queftion, Wliat 
is the diflfeiience.o£ thefq rentings ?. To this I an- 
fwer, An unrenewed man's heart may be rent for 
fin, but it is liot reittfroQi it. »The he^rt truly 
broken b'nt>t only rent for, but fron^ fin ; not oply 
affirlghted at, but framed iu^ a h4^^<l o^ ^^i £zek. 
xxxvi. 3 1. :*' Then fliall ,ye. remember. youir own 
ev'd wiys, and your doings that w^re not ^ood, 
and (hall loathe yQ\ir(elves in ypurq^t^nfigh^ fpryouv 
iniquities,, and xoi^ your abointnations.^'. The heart 
is fo broken, that the reigning love of. fin runs out 
of it, as water out Ktf a cracked velTcl, pr as. filthy 
matter out of a wiifui^d which is laid open. He 
digs deep^ .as: the; ^i^ifc builder 5 , the , other, , like 
Balaam j vriio^ofeffed a regard to the authority 
of God, but ftiU loved the wages of iniquity. — 
Again, the rent of jtbe former either clofes too 
foon, as thofe. who. quickly fall fecure again, get- 
ting eafe by bribing their confci^nces ^ or it never 
was clofed at alf,; falling undec abfohite degair, 
like Judas* , Bat the other is at length healed, yet 
liot till the ii^eat Fhyfi^ian ukes the cur^ in hand. 
The wound, is k^pto^eip, and th? foul refufedi 
healing, till the Lord jooks doyrxK and beholcfs from 
heaven, as in Lam.iii. ^o« Thew^^qdi^ tf^Q^deep ^ 
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W cured, but by his Mood and Spirit, yet not fo 
deep, but that fome ray of hope is always left % 
there is a " wb<? knows but the Lord will yet re- 
turn ?" — The broken heart is, 

6. A pliable heart. The hard heart is a heart 
of (ione, unpliable. When th^ Spirit breaks the 
heart for iin, he makes it a heart of flefh, £zek« 
xxzvi. 26. Hearts which the grace of God has not 
touched, are like young horfes not uled.to the 
faddle, young bullocks unaccullomed to* the yoke; 
they are , unpliable and unmanageable, becaufe 
they are not yet broken, Jer, xxxi. 18. But "if 
ever any good be made of that heart of thine, th« 
Spirit of God will break it ; howevier wild and unr 
trafSbable it be, the Spirit will make it pliable, — 
He will make it pliable to the will of his com- 
mandments, faying, *' Lord, what'Wouldft thou 
have me to do ? and what fliall we do ?" A£ls, ii. 
37. They h^d (jften heard before what they 
fhould do, but they would not comply ; but now, 
fince tReir hard heart is broken, they are very pli- 
able. Many a time the ilnner's heart gets fuch a 
piercing tluuft in his finful courfe, that one would 
think, furely he will comply now.' Yes, but the 
heart is not broken yet, tlierefore the man will 
not comply, according as Sdomon reprefents it 
in the cafe of the drunkard, Prov. xxii. 29. 32. 
and 34. " They have ftrickcn me, flialt thou fay, 
and I was not fic^L j they havt beaten mei and 
I felt it not ; when fliall I awake ? I will feek it 
yet again." But if God havq any thoughts o£ 
love jto him, the Spirit of Go&yfrUl take tihe cafe 
in his own hand ; and were he as ftiff as the devil 
and his hard he^t can make him, he wiU hreajc 
him to that rate, that he ihall ply as wax ere He 
have done with him, Witnefs Saul the periccutor. 

Vol. m. I who 
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^ho was fo foftcncd, that he cried, « Lofd, what 
tirouldft thou have me to do ?" Afts, ix. 6. — Tbt 
heart become? pliable aifo to the will of his pro- 
vidence: Pfal. li. 4. " That thtni rtiighteft be jtrf- 
tlfied when thou fpcakeft, and be cleaned when 
thou judgcft." An unrenewed heurt is a muitmir- 
ing one under the hand of God, and will readily 
cHufe to fin rather ihan fuffer. But the brpfen 
hcAit will fay, Give me thy favour, and ftkc 
from me what thou wilt : Luke, xhr. 2!6. " If 
^ny man come to me, and hate in>this father, and 
mother, and wiffe, and children, and'brethren, and 
fifters, and his own life alfo, he caniiot be my dif- 
rciple." Sometimes one meets with an affliAion, 
and they cry out they arc broken> they are not 
able to bear it. God fends them a heavier one, 
they are fttickett till they leave off weeping, and 
witral opens tlie heart-vein to Heed for fin, and 
fo in fome fort tfity are made to forget their af- 
fti&Jon. And it rs their great concern to get 
their foul's difeafe heated, let God do with ditm 
othetwrfc as he will. — A broken heart is, 

Laftty^ A humble heart: ffa. hdi. 15. quoted 
above. 'Hie hard heart is a gathered boil \ when 
it u broSen^, it is difcuffed. As foon as the heart 
is broken under a fenfe of fin, pride and felf-con- 
ceit vanifli away 5 ajtd tht tnore broken-hearted 
that a perfon is, the lefs proud. Paul was a proud 
perfccutor, but the Loid hid the pride of his 
heart, when he broke it, A£fe, he. 4. 5-. He^e- 
kiah, in his brokennfefs of heart is very humWe, : 
*« I ihall go foftly," feid he, « all my years in the 
bittemefs of my fxmV* Hi. xxaviii. t6. O ! if 
tht prt)ud and empty profefibrs of this day had a 
taftt of this broken heart, it would foon lay their 
gay fttithcrs, l^r out the ulcers 0f pride, fe?f-con- 

ceit, 
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ceit, which arc fwollcn fo big in many a poor fouL •'*- 
It would turn the faying, « Stand by, for I am ho- •* 
lier ihan thau>"-unto <« Depart from me, for I sim 
a (inful man." It would make them think little 
of What they have been, of what they are, and of 
what they have done or fufFcred •, little of what 
all their attainments; gifts, yea, and graces alfo, if 
they have any, are. 



' ^ THE 



Digitized by Google 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINtJEO. 



SERMON LI. 

IsiT. 1x1. i.'-^To hin4 up the hrtken hearted. 



T TAviNG confidered that brokctincfs of heart 
I 1 which is here meant,— ^what about fin the 
heart is broken for, — and defcribcd the nature of a 
broken heart, — we go on, as was propofed, 

Iv. To {hew how the Lord Chrift binds up 
and heals the broken hearted.— The great Phyfi 
cian ufes two forts" of bands for a broken heait, 
he binds them up with inner and with outward 
bands. . ^ 

^ . I . With inner bands, S^^hich go neareft' the fore, 
the pained broken heart. And thefc are two. — 
The firft inner band is, 

Cliiift's own Spirit, the . Spirit of adoption.* 

The hearts of the difcipks were fore broken .at 

, the news of Jefus leaving them, and it behoved 

ihem ro bleed ^ while. But he tells them, he 

would 
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would fend a healing band for their broken hearts:^ 
John, xiv. 16. " And I wiil pray the Father^* . 
faid hcj ' ** and he fhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with y^p for ever.'' 
Our Lord bre^iks his people's hearts by his Spirit, 
and yet by the fame Spirit hinds them up again. 
—In the firft work he is the Spirit of bondage) 
and fdme may be long under his hand this way. 
ilence we read .of fome « who, through fear of 
death, were all their life-time fubje£l to bondage,'^ 
Heb. ii. 15. The Old-Teftament church had 
much of this Spirit, « I am afiii£led," fays the, 
pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxxviii. 15. " and ready to die, 
from my youth up ; while I fuflferthy terrors, I 
am dlftrafted.^-^In the next work, he is the Spi- 
rit of adoption: Rom., viii. 15. " For ye have 
not received the fpirit of bondage again to fear ^ 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, .where- 
by we cry, Abba, Fathjcr." He comes quicken- 
inc, fanftifying, reviving, g.nd comforting the foul. 
Theierorc pray with David, Pfal li. 1 1.12. \«Take 
not thy holy Spirit frorti me ; reftore unto nae 
the joy of thy falvation, and uphold me with thy 
free Spirit."'.— The fecopd inner band is. 

Faith in Chrift, (the band of the covenant),- 
which he works in the heart by his Spirit. Faith 
is a healing band, for it knits the foul, Ephef. iii* 
17; " That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by 
faith.'' * The woman with the bloody iflue, when 
(he got a touch of the hem of ChrilVs garments, 
was prqfently made whole., Thus the broken- 
hearted (inner, when he. gets hold of Chrift by 
faith,, is. bound up with him in pnemyftical body, 
virtue comes from him for the fouFs healing. 
The virtue of his blood takes away guilt ; the 
-virtue of :l>is Spirit breaks the power of fin. 
The apoftle ^preC^ribes this healing b»ind -to the 
. I 3 broken- 
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%>rokcn-hcartcd jailor: Arts, xvi. 31. " Believe 
in the Lord Jcfus Chrift, and thou fhah fee favcd, 
and thy houfe ;'' and the more faith that there is, 
the band will be the ftrbngcr, and the foul the 
fodner healed. Much unbelief, and little faith, 

- keep the wounds of the foul long open: Pfal. 
xxvii. 13. "I had fainted unlefs I had believed 
to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the 
Jiving." A broken-hearted finner (laving off and 
difputing againft his believing, is .like a child 

- which has a broken leg J doing what he can to 
Icar off the bands with which it muft be bound 

' up ; but he muft admit them, or his leg will nev^r 

heal : John, xi. 40. " Jefus faith unto her, Said I 
not unto thee, that if thou wouldft believe, thou 
fhouldft fee the gloi7 of God ?'* Peter walking 
on the water, was like to break and (ink quite, 
Matth. xiv. 30. ; the caufe was his unbelief, ver. 
31. " Jefus faid unto him, O thou of little faidi, 
wherefore didft thou doubt ?**; — ^There are atfo, 

2. Outward bands for a broken heait. — Thcfe 
alfo are two. 

Thtjirji outward band is his own word, efpe- 

cially the promifes of the gofpel.- This band 

*Peter held out to the broken-hearted company, 

Ads, ii. 38, 39. « Repent," faid he, " and be 

baptifed every one of you, in the name of Jefw 

Chrift, for the rcmiffion of fins, and ye ihall re- 

j ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoft ; for the promife 

is unto you, and t6 your children, and to all that 

( are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 

I fhall call."" This word has a (bvereign virtue for 

\^^' healing, Pfal. cvii. 20. " He fent his word, and 

Iv healed them, and delivered them from their dc- 

^^ \. llruftions." Our Lord wraps up a promife, in a 

V' foft band of love 5 and he makes them lay it to 

^; tkit^i. their own hands 5 and the more clo&ly they 

tie 
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tip it about their broken hearts with the hand of 
faith, they will be the fooner whole. Say not. 
What can a word do ? An encouraging word 
from men will wonderfully raife a carnally-de- 
jcited mind ; and if fo, certainly the Lord's word 
will heal a broken heart. A promife will be, in 
this cafe, like the opening of a box of perfumes 
to one ready to faint away : Song, i. 3. " Becaufe 
of the favour of thy good ointments, thy 'name is 
like ointment poured forth, therefore do. the vir- 
gins love thee." 

i^icfecond outward band is his own feals of the 
covenant, A£ts, ii. 38. quoted above. Thefe feals 
are for our ingrafting into, and having communion 
with Jefus Chrift, and fo are moll fit means to bind 
up hearts broken under a fenfe of fin, when they arc 
partakers of thefe in faith. Hence many have been 
healed at fuch occafions j though indeed the wa* 
ter is not moved at all times, or at lead the broken- 
hearted finner does not always ftiep into it. It 
was an ancient cuftom, though that will not ju(li« 
' fy it, to put a white garment on perfons when 
they were baptifed. But furely our Lord has ta- 
ken off the fpirit of heavinefs, and given the gar- 
ment of praife to many at fealing ordinances. 
The eunuch, after he was baptifed, went on his 
way rejoicing. The forrowful difciples were alfo 
made glad, when after his refurreftion Jefus madb 
himfelt known to^ them in the breaking of bread, 
Luke, xxiv. 35. * All thefe bands are the Phyfi- 
ciani abfolute property. "The poor patient nas 
nothing of his o\^n to be a band to his wounds. 
The Spirit is the Spirit of Chrift v faith is his 
work i the word and facraments are his ordi- 
nances, and their efficacy is all from him ; and 
thus he heals- them. His kindnefs in this inftanccj 
ve may take up in thc& three things. 
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'(r.) Tlicy arc juftified and pardoned : Job, 
zxxiii. 23. 24. «^ If there be a meffenger with him, 
an interpreter, one among a thoufand, to (hew 
unto man his uprightnefs : Then he is gracious 
unto him, and faith, Deliver him from going 
down to the pit, I have found a ranibm/* The 
(ling of guilt is taken away, that poifon is carried 
off, by a full and free pardon. Thus .the Cck 
man is whole : Ifa. xxxni. 24. <* And the inhabi- 
tant (hall ifct fay, J am fick ; the. people that 
dwell therein (hall be forgiven their iniquity.*' 
The blood of Chrift, with which by faith the foul 
is bpund up, cleanfes the wound, and heals it : i 
John, f. 7. " But if we jwalk in the light, as be 
is in the light, we have fcllowftiip onfe with ano- 
ther, and the blood of Jefus Ghrift his Son clean- 
feth us from all fin." 

C2.) They are fanftificd : i Cor. vi. ii. « And 
fuch were fome of you ; but ye are waftied, but 
ye are fepflijB^d, but ye are juftified, ip the 
name of the Xord Jefus, and by the Spirit of 
our God." The Spirit is a fan^ifying fpirit-, 
faith a fanfHfyiqg' grace : A£ls, xV. 9. " And 
put no difference between us and them, ,fan£Kfy- 
ing their heaits by faith." The facram^nts are 
fanfliifying ordinancea: i Cor.xii- i j. " For by 
one Spirit, we are all baptifed into one body,— 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit."^ 
By thefe the power of corruption, as to its leign, 
is broken ; lufts are gra4ually killed, and .grace is 
ms^d^ to grow. 

X^qfi/yf They: are comforted: Job^ xxa^iii. 2c. 
j6. « His flefli ^^11 be/freOier th^n a diild's: 
He {hallrreturn to the di^ys of hisjouth : Hejlhall 
pray unto God, ?nd he fliall be favourable unto ' 
him : and.he ftall fee his face with joy: for l^e 
will rendw unto njan his tighteoufnefs." All 

thcfe 
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ifaefe bands have a comforting and alfo a refrefh- 
ing virtue. They bring the oil of joy fooncr or 
later to the foul. The way of the Phyficij^n in 
this is, "According to thy faith, fo*be it unto thee.** 
And thus the broken-hearted eat of the hidden 
manna, they get the white (tone, and in the ftonc 
a new name written, Rev. ii. 1 7. 

V. It now remains that we make fome im- 
provement of this fubje&.«--It may be improved in 
ttfcs of information,*— reproof,>—confolation, — 
and exhortation. 

Firft^ In an u(e of information* 

. I. -This (hews us the love and good-will of God 
to hel| poor (ianers,. efpecially broken-hearted 
ones. He has provided a glorious Phyfician for 
them, haying 'remembered tis in our low^eftate. 
O the love of the Father in invefting his Son with 
this office I Q.theTove of the Son in undertaking 
it ! . E^krialiy confidcring, wh^t it behoved him 
to undergo, in order to provide the medicines ; 
his own heart had to be broken, that finners 
might be bealed.i — We may learn, 

2. The precioufnefs of our fouls, and with all 
the defperatenefs of the di&afes of fin. Sure it 
behoved to be a defperate difeafe, and the patient 
at tlie fame time very precious in the Lord's fight^ 
for which he employed fui:h a Phyfician. A phy« 
fician of lefs value than an incarnate God, would 
have been a phyfician of no value for a broken- 
hearted finner. No medicine lefs than his blood 
could have been efFeflual, elfe the Saviour's heart 
Iiad never bben broken for blood to cure it.-— We 
may fee, 

3. To whom we muft go with our hard hearts. 
O the reigning plague of hardnefs of heart this 
day among all ratios! Ordinances, providences, 

mercies^ 
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matdts^ judgements^ cannot break thcin. < Ah$! 
There ts littfe (Kcaiion to fpcak to broki^-liearted 
/finners tlm > day ; it is the leaft part of our work, 
to get tfaetr hearts hcakd. We cannot go. with 
(whoie hearts^ as broken. What can we do widi 
ihem ? Cany them to Cbrift. .He who can heal 
brokeji hearts, can furely break whole hearts, lie 
is exalted, a Prince and a Saviour, to'give repen- 
tance to Ifrael, and forgivencfs of fins. Ads, v. 
ijo- A look of him would do what nothing jeUc^ 
•caAdo. Whaa the Lord JdAis iooked on Peter, 
then Peter remembered his (ins, and iieexit xMit, 
and wept bitteUyr, JUnkc, slxii. da^-^We ihaUam* 

'- x&eondkfjt )Iti an k& of rQUSOoL—^Tdiis ^bfirine 
itoproves diid ocndfiinna* 

;i. Thoire'iiKfaiiy anhehidiBirjhcarts ase ai^yiwoy 
rfaraken (foirrliii,. :go^aot toiGfatiftt' ^t Jtoph;£ciids 
tfif.JBOjrialitefi I££j[.;i3. «<^I^^TO.)EphvalDidaw' 
diis ficknB&,i 2JaA (|i'edbb.iaw;his!fvomid,jtiifn went 
^Epfaxaim rtoithe . AfFpffian, and lent to King ijareb : 
i^et .could (be ^ootjieal^yoa^ not;cuie you. of yoioi 
wound." The rHpiilit of sthe /Lord is at woisk with 
ilheiheatts of maiiy to ;break .theotifpr iihi'who 
ihiar aU by ^oir hafte tobe^ healed, wUcih oanies 
, Jtfaem to other phyiickns f^niQhsiil, Miho may 
.palliate the di&afi^, ;but^ney^ tan effe^ually.cncc 
-it. Thefe arev-T-the law^ wJi;cb is' liow .weak 
'.through the flefh, Rom. viii. 3. The, law may 
wound the foul, but i;ah never heal it : Rom. iii. 
ao. "Ry.the.deeds of the lawihallnoflefli, living 
3be juftifiied in htsiitght, for by the law is the kno^rr 
Jedgeof fin." Yet many go to. it for hbaling, name- 
ly, when they go-about to pacify their coptfcicnccs, 
.not i}y a believing application, and fpriiikling of 
cChrift's blood, but by their o^n prayers, vows, 
.lepentance^ amendment of their ways, and the 

^ * like. 
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like. The law indeed may give them -a palliative f 
by tfaefe things their confdences may l>e blinded 
atldi bribed, but the difeafe is ftill rooted in them, 
and will break forth again at laft, wh^n there is 
no remedy, if not fooner, by -the mercy of God, 
to prevent their finai ruin* — ^Throng of worldly 
bufinefs. When Cain's heart was wounded, and 
he could not get out the fting which galled his 
confcience, iie went to this phyiician, he went 
from the prefence of the Lord, and' built a city, 
Gen. iv^ i6. 17. To this many run at this dar, 
who, when their confciences begin to ftir withm 
them, fill tlieir heads and hands with bufinefi^ tiU 
they get confcience quiet. This palliates the dif« 
eafe by way ofdiverfibn, while it will make it only 
like » gathered dam, which will at length breais 
down the wall,, and overwhelm the foul with ag^ 
gravaicd forroM^s : Ifa. xxx. 13. " Therefore this 
iniquity (ball be to you as a breath- ready to fall^ 
fwelling out in a high wali> whofe break uig co« 
meth fuddcnly at an inftant." — Jovial company: 
So Saul, in his diflrefs of mind, inilead of calling 
for his Bible to read on, calls for moficians to play 
to him. And it is not to be doubted, that many 
a man's convitlioTis are drowned in the ale-houfe, 
hufhed to filence at revelling- meetings, thefe fup* 
ports of the devil's kingdom, ^ople are fo fond 
of i and many good motions are fpoiled and laugh- 
ed away. This paltiates th.e difeafe by fearing the 
confciencevaad making it fenfelefs.- But it will 
awaken again on tJhem like a lion voufed up^ and 
rent the caul of thofe hearts which have been fa 
healed. Hot xiii. 6. S.-^This doSrine reproves, 

2« Tbofe who offer themfeJves phyfieians to 
the broken in heart, in opnofition to Chrift and 
his metliod of cure. Thiere are fuch agents for 
the devil, who, like the Pliarifccs, wiU neither 

enter 
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enter in themfelves, nor fuffer thofe who would 
to enter. Like Elymas the forccrcr, they fcek to 
turn away men from the faith, AStSj xiii. 8« 
They no fooner difcerri any beginning ferioufnefs 
in others, but they fet themfelves to crufh it in 
the bud by their wicked advices, mockings, taunts, 
and liceutious enfnaring examples. To thefe I 
may fay, as in A£l$,.xiii. lo. << O full of allfub- 
tilty and all mifchief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of ail righteoufiiefs, wilt thou not ceafe to 
pervert the righk ways of the Lord ?" The blood 
of the fouls of fuch as perifli by thefe means will 
lie at the door of fuch perfons, and be Tcquired 
of them. 

Lq/Ny, Thofe are reproved, who, as their duty, 
is, dare, not go to thefe phyficiiins of no value, 
yet do not come to Chnd, which is their fin: 
Pfal. Ixxvii. 2. " My foul refufed to be comfort- 
ed." It is unbelief which makes it fo, and Sa- 
tan will do what he can to carry it on, to deter 
the finner from the great Phyfician. 'But ha? the 
Father accepted Chi ill a phyfician for broken- 
hearted (inners ?• Surely, then, they may come, 
and welcome \ nay, they muft coi]ic, or elfe they 
will never be healed. — We (hall now improve the 
fubjedl, • 

thirdly ^ In an ufe of comfort to thefe who arc 
truly broken-hearted for fm in a goifpel-fenfe. You 
' have an able Phyfician, who both can and will 
cure yOu, even thougli Satan may be ready to tell 
you that your cafe is pad cure. There is great 
gromid of comfort for fuch. ( i .) Yx)ur name is 
in Chrift's comn^iffion. (2.) You know your dif- 
eaf^, 4nd/this is a confiderable ftep x» the cure. 
(3.) Never any died of your difeafe : Pfal. cilvii. 
3.i « He healeth the Broken in hearty and bindcth 
2 • ^ up 



d by Google 



THE BROKEN-HEARTED. ' H3 

op their wounds." — Here, however, may tc pro- 
pofed this 

ObjeSlion^ My heart has been long broken for fin, 
and yet there is no appearance ol being, healed : 
Jer, xiv. 19. " Haft thou utterly rejeded Judah ? 
hath thy foul loathed Zion i why haft thou fmitten . 
us, and there is no healing for us ? we have looked 
for peace, and there is no good, and for the time 
of liealing, and behold trouble." — To this I 

' Anfwery Thy foul may be healed of the difeafe 
of fin, and thy guilt removed^ even the power of 
fin may be broken, though thy trouble does re- 
main. David's fin was put away, 2 Sam. xii. 13, 
yet he cries out of broken bones, Pfal. li. 8. — I 
would advife you to wait patiently on the great 
Phyfician, and in due time he will bind thee up. 
Limit him not to times and feafons, which are in 
his own hand «, he beft knows hpw to manage his ' 
patients. Some he keeps long in trouble, to pre- 
vent pride and fecurity^ 4nto w^ch they are apt 
to fail :^ others he fooh cures, to prevent defpair 
or utter defpon4ency, to which they are moft 
liable.*->lt only remains that this ful^jeA be im- 
proved, 

Lqfiiys In an ufe of exhortation. — This (hidl 
be addrefTed-to three forts of perfons. 

I would exhort whqle and hard hearted finners 
to labour to get broken hearts, hearts kindly broken 
for fin.-^To prevail with you in complying with 
this exhortation, I offer the following Motives. 

Mot. I. Confidcr the evil that there is in h^rd- 
nefs of heart. — It is very difpleafing in the fight of 
God: Jefus was grieved with the hardnefs of men's 
hearts, Mark, iii. 5. It grieves his Spirit, and 
highly provokes him, fo that God is ever angry 
with the hard-hearted fitnier. Suppofe a man to 
b^ under never To great guilt, but his heart x% bro- 

Vot. III. ' K ken 
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icen oti acc6urtt of it, Ckxl is not fo difpkafed with 
^ lifm as with tliofe who^ whatever their guilt be, 
«rie hard-hearted tinder it. — It fences the hcatt 
^gaiitft receiving any benefit by the means of fal- 
"vation. Till this hardnefs be removed^ it makes 
the heart proof agakift ordinances and |>royidences: 
iPfal.^^dv. ^. « Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as in the day df temptation in the 
wildcrnefs." Confider, as it is with the dead tree, 
even in the fpring, all labour is loft upon it ; fo is 
it with the hard-tearted finner. God fpeaks by his 
^ord and Spirit, by mercies and judgements ; 
biit nothmg makes impreffion <m the hard heart, 
jrca, the tnoft foftening means feave it as they 
found it, or mdft probably in a worfe ftate.— It 
binds up the heart from all gracious motions: 
S.om. ii. 4/5. **Or defpifeft thou the riches of 
his goodnefs, and .forbearance, and long- fufiering, 
liot knowing that thcgbodnefs of God kadeth thcc 
to repentance ? Biit stffcfr thy hardnefs and tmpeni*. 
tent heart treafureftup tititp thyfelf Wrath againft 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the rigJriieQts 
judgcrncm of God.'*'**Thi8 hardneisT is an iron 
l>and on the will, a ftoninefs in the heart, a hard 
fTee2e on tlie affeflions, fo that the (inner caimot 
repent, mourn, 6r turn frbm his evil courfes. it 
fo nails him down in his wicke^Way, that he can- 
- Hot move God-*ward, cannot relent of his fdly, 
thbugh his ds^nger be clearly before his ^yes, 
—In a word, it is the highway to 'be given up 
of 'God. Natural and acquinsd hardnefs lead 
the way to judicial hardnefs : Rom. xi. 7. *« The 
election hath obtained It, and the reft were blind- 
ed.*' When men harden their hearts againft re- 
proofs and Hivarnings, God many a tiftie Vifits 
them with a curfe, fo that they ihall nemr after 

kive 
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Save powcy to relent md yicW :: Hof. iv., 1.7., 
** Ephraim is jpin^d to idols : Jet hitn alone." 

Afo/. 2. Confidcr the^ eXicelleucc of a brokei^ 
hcsLTt. It is very pleafing. m the %ht of God,^ 
s^nd precious ; PfaL U. 1 7. " The facrifi<?e8 of God 
are a broken fpirit ; a broken aad a contrive heart,^ 
O Go4 tbPUr wilt wt di^fyii/t" He Ipoka to fuch,, 
while he ove];Ipoks others, Ifa. Ixvi. 2.. He is, 
near to them, while far from others, Pial. x^xiy- 
1 8. Jk is the way to get good of all the means of 
felvatioQ \ anclit is the root of gracious motions ir^ 
the foul. However low they lie, God \^ill take 
~Uiem up, and take them in : Ffal. cxlvii. 3. " He 
l^aletl^ the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds?." 

Mot. 3. The hardeft heart will break at length* 
if iiot in a way of raergy, yet in a way. of judge- 
j^ent: Prov. a^xix. i. « He tlxat, being often re^ 
proved, hvdeneth his neek, (hall fuddenly be de-^ 
ftroyed, and that without remedy." (Heb. broken* 
and no healing). Thy ftns are Inreakiog to. the. 
Spirit gf God, Ezek. vi. 9. Affuxc thyfelf that; 
the ftone will roll bacl^ on thyfelf fooner or later \ 
if it dp not kindly break the^rin a w^y of repept4 
^n.€e, it witt gri^d thjee to gowder iiv the ws^y of 
W'Tath* — ^Tp fujch we would give ^e ^lowing.di- 
re^ons l^rie^y. 

Bie^ye the threateniin^ s^ainft fi^, and apply 
them : Jonah, iii. 5. " So the people of NineveA 
believed God, and proclaimed a fait, and put on 
fackclotfa, from the greatefl of them even to the 
leaft of them." Thi$ belief work^th fear, an4 
fear vrark«th forrpw. A"^ though tbid be but 
legal huiniliation, yet thi^s \s ordinarily a m^W 
fan£kiified of Gpd to bring forward the eleflk fmney 
fp Chrift, as it ywras yvhcn Nqali h^ilded the ar^^ 
Heb. xi. 7. — Fpnder thy manifold. Cjns, on the one 
* k2 , hwid,. 
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hand, and the rich mercies with which thou haft 
been vifited on the otTicr. This is a proper mean 
to bring the heart into a broken difpofition : Rom. 
ii. 4. " The goodnefs of * God leadeth to repent- 
ance." Fclicve and meditate qn the fufFerings of 
Chrift for fin. Look how he was H)rokcn for it 
in a way of fufieringi till thy heart be broken for 
it in d way of repentance : Zech. xii. 10. (quoted 
above). 

We addrefs ourfelves, in the next place, to bro- 
ken-hearted finners. To fuchwe fay, Come to Chrift 
as a Phyfician for binding up and healing your 
broken nearts. You have fufikicnt encourage- 
ment to put your cafes in his hand. — It is ^ part 
of the work exprefsly put upon him by the Fa- 
ther, to bind up your wounds. — He has a moft 
tender fympathy for fucb broken-hearted ones: 
' Ifa. Ixiii. 9. " In all their afflidlion, he was af- 
fhdcd, and the angel of his prefence faved thtfm : 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them, 
and he bare them and carried them all the days 
of old." Therefore let us improve this fympa- 
thy : Hcb. iv. 1 5; 16. " For we have not an high- 
pricft, who cannot 'be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, but was in all 'points tempted 
like as wc are, yet without fin. "Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, tfiat we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." — He is very near to Tuch, even as 
dwelling under one roof with them for their 
welfare :'lfa. Txvii. 15. « For thus faith the high 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whofc 
name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him alfo that is of a contrite and humble 
fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones.**^ — There is 
a particular relation betwixt him as the Phyfician, 

and 
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iind dip broken hp^artp^ as, I^ proper patien<$; 
and therefore he h^ a peculiar cgre of U^em: 
£zek. x^xtv. ij;. 10^/* ? W^ ^^^^ "^X flock, an4 
I will caufe thexQ to )ie down, faith the Lord Qod; 
I will feek ^at which w^s lp(l, a^d bring again 
tiiat whlcl^ was driven i^w^y, ^qd wijl bind up that 
w^iich w^$ broken, and will {Irengthen that which 
wa§ fic^ 'f but I will deilroy the fat and the Ilrqng» 
I win fe^d them with j^dgement/' Tou fise tjial: 
he will handje the brokeri hearted very fend^ly : 
l^^. xl, XI- ^^ He ihall feed his dock |ike a ihep'- 
herd, he (hall gathef the lambs* with his arm, din4 
cany theoi in hi^ bofora', and fhall gently lea4 
thofe that are with young j" chap. xlii. 3. " 4 
bruifed reed fhall he not break, and tl^e ft^^oking 
flax ihall he riot quench 5 he fliall bring fwtlfi 
judgement untp truth." 

In the laft .place, we would exhort thofe- 
whofe broken hearts Chrift has healed, to take liee^! 
to the preferying your reftored. health,. IndeeiJ^ 
every one who feems to^ be healed, is not healed 
by the hand of the true Phyfician.f but if your 
hearts are now €afed> and your wouriis bound 
up By the gr,eat PhyjQcian^ you wij| knpw it *by 
tne{^ tl^ree tbings.--f-r,.you will hVc ^P appe-? 
titer for fpiritual food : I. Pet. ii. 2. ^. " As new- 
born babes, defire ye the fipQere milk of tl;e word, 
that ye may grow thereby \ xi fp be ye jbavc ta-p 
fted that the Lpfd is gracious," When pne be- 
gips to recover ii) eapeft, he recpyers his app^T 
tjte. But fu^h an ojij?,jf;?y ^e, is not wjell jct|, 
for hp has no appetitej^ft] tbp^i ^r^^^OJC yrdl if thoi^ 
doft want the fpiritual nunger- — ^2. Your food 
viU relilb yrith yoi^ : Prov. xXvii. 7. f« The full 
fpul loatjieth the ^onejr-pomb j f)ut to th^ hungry 
foul every bitter thmg is fweet.*' "Many hav); tiieip 
a«^s of cQufcience which they get over, but'ttill 
^ ' " K3 they 
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they have no r«li(h for fpiritual things, but for 
the world and- their lufts. Btit if Chrift has heal- 
ed thee, he has corrcftcd thy taftc. — Lafily^ Y5u 
will be beginning to walk in the way of God. «« I 
will run," faid David, ** in the way of thy com- 
Tnandments, when thou (halt enlarge my heart," 
Pfal. cxix. 3 2. They Who return with the - dog 
to the vomit, fliew tnat their difeafe is yet in its 
ftrcngth, though they are not fehfible of pain. 

Now, if CSirifl: has healed you, to preferve the 
health of your fouls, it is neceffary for you, — ^To 
Hecp a good , and regular diet. Beware of thefe^ 
things which formerly caft thee into foul-Ocknefs. 
Peter went no more back to the high prieft's hall,., 
nor Judah to Tamar, Gen. xxxviii.-2d. Feed 
there, and on thefe things which may tend to the 
foul's health. « Behold,^^ faid Jfefus to the impo- 
tent man he hatt healed, « behold thou art made 
whole ; fin no more, left a worfc thing come 
upon thee.** Anii for this caufe obferve your 
Phyfician's rules in aU things. — Walk cireumr 
fpe&ly, take notice of every ftep y6n make, as one 
who has had a broken limb nealed : Ifa; xxxviii. 15. 
^'^ I fliall go fbftly," faid Hezekiah, « all my years, 
in the bittemefs of my foul.'* And beware of 
walking in the dark, of going forward there where 
you cannot difcern ^our way by the light of the 
Lord's word.— Study to increafe in love to Chriftj 
25cal for hid glory, and hatred of fin. — Always 
keep corrcfpondeiice with your Phyfician. Be 
often at the throne of grace by prayer, and keep 
tip communion with hini iii^the ekercife of faith, 
f* They who wait upbii the liord Ihatt renew their 
ftrengthj they (hall mount; up with wings, as 
eaglels, they (hall run and not be yireary, and they 
fliall walk and not faintp^f-U^^Ameot 
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JESeS PROCLAIMS LIBERTY. TO THE . 
CAPTIVES. 



SERMON lit; 

Ra. IxL -I . •?— 2i proclaim liberty to the captives • 



MItherto we have had Chrift's commiffion 
as it refpefts thofe who have fome good in 
, the meek and the broken hearted. Here is 
his commiflLon whh rerpe£b to thofe who have no 
^Qod in them^ but. are utter ftrangers to him, li- 
ving in their natural ftate. He is anointed to 
proclaim liberty to the captives. — ^In which words 
confider, . ■ " 

I. Man's natural ffate. It is a ftate of captF-. 
vity; they are captives to Satan: 2 Tim. ii. ad. 
" And that they may recover themfelves out of 
the fnare of the devil, who are tak^n captives by 
him at his will*" . He is the tyrant whole captives 
they are, who has carried them away out of the 
light of God's'favour, and- holds them faft in hiS; 
territories,^ being the god of^ tUs world.— Gonfi-p 
der, 

2. Chrift's 
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2, Chrift's work with refped to. them, it is t9 
proclaim liberty to them, Luke, iy. 18. ** To 
preach deHverance to the captives.-* Thefeare 
indeed the fame. Luke's word for liberty or deli- 
verance, is properly difmifling or letting away, th^ 
is, giving Uberty. Tlie words for preaching and 
proclaiming, (ignify properly to cry, and are ufed 
either of preaching or proclaiming. And whatsis 
preaching but proclaiming in the name of the 
King of heaven ? and fo thi& relates to Chrift'^ 
kingly office. — From this part of the fabjed we 
take the following Doctrines.. 

DocT. I. That finners in their natural unregene* 
rate ftate are Satan^s captives. ^ 

DocT. IL That Jefus Chrift, with the exprcfe 
confent of his Father, has iflued out his royal 
proclamation of liberty to Satan's captiires. ^ 

We begin with,. 
DocT. L Th^t finners in their natural unregene^ 
rate fiate are Satan's captives. 

For illuftratipg this do^trin^, we fliall cont 
der, ' V . .• - 

I. How finners in their natural ftate hjwe be- 
come Satan's captives. ' 

IL What is their condition as Satan's captives* 

III* The properties of this captivity.,— And 
djen, 

IV. Add .the injprovemeiit of tlie fubjefL. 

We are then^ 
Ji. To fhew, hov^ finnitrs m their natural %tc 
have become S^^i;'^ c^ptiyes.—.'y'hcy Jj^avc becpmc 
his captivesj^ 
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1. As taken in war: 2 Pet, ii. 19. " Of whom 
a inan is overcome, of the fame is he brought ia 
bondage.'' Satan having proclaimed war againft 
Heaven, malicioufly fet on ourfirft parents in para- 
dtfe^ and on all mankind 4n them. -He fet on them 
as the confederates of heaven, and carried his 
point, gained the victory. And in this refpedi he^ 
is flill porfuing die vi£lory, and driving the unre- 
newed world before him as prifoners of war, call- 
ed his vlawful captives, Ifa. xli. 24. — ^They have 
become his captives, becaufe, 

2. They are bom his captives, as being born o£ 
thofc whom he overcaihe and carried captive. Sa 
they are exprefsly called the children of hell, 
Matth. xxiii. 15. There were many of the cap- 
tives in Babylon, who had never fcen Canaan, ha- 
ving been born in that country. Thefe were cap- 
tives no lefs than their parents \ and that by their 
birth. So is it with all Adam's pofterity natu- 
rally, they were born under the power of Satan, 
A£is, xxvi. 1 8. When a flave, under the law, 

- married m his mailer's houfe, though at the end 
of feven yea^s be got his own freedom, yet the 
children were his mafter's as being born in his 
houfe, and could not be free without i\ particular 
liberty fpr them, Exod. xxi. 4. Thus even the 
children of godly parents are by nature Satan's 
captives; children of Abraham j children of the 
devil. To the Jews». our Saviour faid, " Te are 
of your father the devil, and the lulls of your Fa-- 
ther ye will da," Johnx viii. 44.— ^We were, 

II. To inquire what is tiieir condition as Satan's 
captives. — Upon^this we. obfcrve, 

I. That every natural man is tranfported frooi 
their, primitive foil, into, Satan's territories, his^ 
kingdom of darknefs. Henee believers are 

faifl 
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faid " to be turned ftom the power of Satan un- 
' to God." A6bs; xxvi. 1 8. And again, CoL i, 
13. " God hath delivered us from the ppwet of 
darknefsj atid hath tranfiated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son." Sinners are not now where 
God at firft iet them down, they are tranfported 
into another kingdom ; like the prodigal^ they 
have left their fadier's houfe, and gone into a fai; 
country, where they have fpent* their fubftance^ 
Luke, XV.. 1 7. They are |ar from God, his cove-? 
nant, and his Son. Thou art in Satan's kifigdonv 
O unconverted ibut ! a bkck and difmal kingdom,, 
where \fin, darknefs, and death reign, whero 
there is no gleam of faving light or life \. and if 
thou wert awakened out of thy dream, thou wilt 
fee matters fo fituated \ a kingdom with which 
God will have war for ever 5 and thou art an un-^ 
happy fubjefl: of that kingdom, 

2. They are plundered- and robbed of all that ia 
valuable, as captives ufed to be: Rev. iii, 17^ 
^ They are wretched, and miferable, and poor,, 
and blind, and naked." The Ught of the mind,. 
Ae righteouftiefs of the will, the hoHnefs<of tho 
afledions ; all is loft, all h^s become a fpoil, and 
a prey to tae hellifh conquerojr. Now tlioi\ art a 
poor captive, who haft nothing truly good left 
thee, nothing which the bands of hell have xiot 
made thee render up, 

3. They are ftripped^ as has aKb been an 
ancient cuftom of dealing with captives. Thus, 
as the prophet Ifaiah, ch» xx. 3. 4. walked three 
years naked, for a fign and wonder upon Egypt 
and Ethiopia ; fb did the king of A%ria carry 
away thf fe nations captive, naked and bare*foot. 
What a melancholy fight is it, to fee brave m^n^ 
who were glittering in (htning apparel and arms 

. ' at 
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at 'the commenceitient of an engagement, when 
fallen into the handrofttieir enemies, (Iript and 
driven away naked before the conquerors. But 
yet more melancholy to fee precious fouls ftript 
by Satan of their original righteoufnefs, and driven 
away before him, -without any covering but rag4, 
filthy rags, Rev.iii. 17. This, O fmner I is the 
{hameful and* dangerous cafe, which thou art in 
as Satan's <:aptive. 

4. They afe no more matters of themfelve», but 
under ^ei power of the conqueror : 2^Ttm. ii. 26. 
"They art taken cs^tive by him at his will." 
Their liberty id gone, and they are flaves to the 
worft of matters. Wonder not that many a poor 
finner is at Satan's beck, over the belly of reafon 
and confcience, to ferve the devil, to their own 
Vtfible ruin. Alas ! they ave captives, not at 
their liberty, but hiutt go as he commands them; 
Rom. i. zj. ** There is a law in their members, 
which btingeth them iitlo eaptivity to the law oC 
fin and death.'* 

5. If they get any thing that is valuable, they 
cannot get it l&ept, it is 'torn from them by the 
conqueror. As the Babylonians watted and in^' 
fultod the IffaeUtes, when they carried them away 
captives, fo does Satan watte and infult his cap- 
tives, Pfal. cxxxvii. 3. Sometimes the i^tural 
man gets a convkSbion of fin or duty darted in oH 
him, and this produqes relentinga for fin, and re« 
fdurions to amendment of life ; but they do not 
continue. Alas t how can they, while they are 
Satan's captives^ who will not fufFer them to think 
of «nt^rtaimi)g them, more than Pharaoh would 
endure the Ifraelites to think of leaving his fer- 
vice. Nay, he rctts not till thej have jkhrown 
them away. 

6. they 
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6. They are fo fecured, as that they cannot get 
away) they are kept by -the ftrong man under the 
^ power of darknefs) Col. i. i ^ . There is a gulf fi&- 
ed between them and all fpintual good, fo that they 
cannot pafs. Satan has his guards on them, 
whom they cannot efcape to come back to the 
Lord. He has them fettered with divers litfts, 
which they cannot ihake off! And, in a word^ 
nothing lefs than a power ftronger than all the 
powers of bell, can make way for the deliverance 
of a captive. 

Laftiyy If they but offer to make efcape, they 
are more narrowly watched, ftronger guards fet 
on them, and more work put in their hands ; as 
Pharaoh did with the Ifraelites, the devil does 
with his captives, Rom. vii. 9. 10. 11. Hence 
many never go fo far wrong, as on the back of 
communions, convidioils, or times of more than 
ordinary ferioufnefs, the powers of hell being 
joined together to ftop the fugitive.,— We now 
proceed, 

III. To fpeak of the properties of this captivity. 
Here we obferve, that it is, 

1 . A ipiritual captivity, a captivity of the foul. 
The foul is the moft precious part of the man : 
and therefore the captivity of it muft be the moft 
deplorajrfe. All the captivity of men, if they 
were captives to the Turks or the moft barbarous 
nations, extends but to the body. He whofe body 
is in the power of another, his foul and thoughts are 
as free as thofe of any. But Satan lays his bands 
upon the inner man, and, go the body as it will, 
he holds faft the man, in fofar as he holds faft 
the foul. And, 

2. It is univerfal. It extends to all the powers 

and 
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and faculties of the foul, the inner man. The 
natural man's mind is Satan's captive : t Cor. ii. 
14. <« The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for tliejr are fooliflmefs unto 
hint ; neither can he. know them, becaufe they are 
fpiritually difarncd*" The Lord formed the mind 
of man in him, and endowed it with knowledge, to 
be the guide of the whole man in the way of hap- 
pinefs ; to be the eye of the foul, tp diftinguifh be- 
twixt Gn and duty^ and the pilot, to diredihis courfe 
through the feveral rocks and cpiickfands that lay 
betwixt him and the ihoie of the upper Canaan. But 
in the engagement betwixtSatan and mankind, being 
wounded by the deceit of the teitipter, Gen.iii. 5. 
it fell into the hands of the enemy, who robbed it 
of its light, and (hut up finners in darknefs. Hence 
diey are faid to be darknefs, Eph. v. 8. They can- 
not fee the way to efcape : and withal, there is 
ilruck up a falfe light in the mind, which, like 
wild-fire, leads the Xoul into pits and fnares, 
cauiing it to put fwcet for bitter, and bitter for 
fweet, good for evil, and evil for good. They 
thus *< glory in their fhame, and mind earthly 
things," Phil. iii. 19— Again, the will is his cap- 
tive. They have a ftony heart, Ezek. xzxvi. 16. 
The Lord having endowed this faculty with 
righteoufnefs, and ftraightnefs with his own will) 
for, Ecd. vii. 29. " God made man upright^" gave 
the will dominion over the man, that nothing, 
good or evil, could be done by him without it. 
But bdiolcL.it fell likewife into the enemy's hands, 
who hath given it fuch a fet to the wrong fide, 
that no created power can again ftraighten it : 
Hence, 2 Thef.iii. 5. « The Lord dired your hearts 
into the love of God." He only can do it. Sa- 
tan holds it fo fad, ths|t it cannot move without the 
* Vol. in. L circle 
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circle of evil he has drawn about it, nor can it will 
any thing truly good in a right manner: Phil. ii. 13. 
<^ It is God that worketh in us, both to will and 
to do of bis good pkafure." Satan hath loaded it 
with fuch heavy chains, that it cannot come to 
Chrift at his call, more than a mountain of brafs 
'Can come to a man at his calL <^ No man," faith 
Jefus, « (4n come unto me, except the Father 
who fent me draw him."— Farther, the aiFe£^ions 
alfo are Satan's captives : Cen.,vi. 5. << And Gcxl 
faw that the wickednefs of man was great in the 
^arth, and that every imagination of t£e thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually." Thea& 
fedions being made perfe^Uy h<dy, were fubje£t» 
<ed to the guidance of the mind, and the command 
of the^ill, and were fet in the foul to execute its 
holy contrivances and will. But, they alfo were 
taken in thisl war with hell ^ loofed from this 
bond of fttbje&ion to the unde|[ftanding and will 
in thde things, but nailed to Satan's door-pofts to 
ierve him and his work in the foul for ever ; fo 
that they have no heart for the price put into their 
hand to get wifdom, and can have no heart to it. 
But the natural man's joys and delights are ar* 
reded within' the compafs of carnal things, to- 
gether wirh his defires* forrows, and all his^odier 
affedions. . ' 

3. It is a bard and fore activity. The Egyp- 
tians and Babylonians never treated their captrves 
at the rat^ Satan does his« They are held bofy, 
and even bufy working their own ruin, kicking 
againit th0 pricks^ digging for the grave as for 
hid treafures^ It is their coi^aot work to fieed 
their luils, to ftarve their fouls •, and the de%n of 
their matter is, that the one may ruin the other. 
It is their 4a»ly eijnploynieQl, to weave inai^ for 

- . their 
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their own feet^ twift Cords to bind themfelves'over 
to deftrudiion, and dig pits into ; which they may 
fall, and never rife again« Ih fo far as fin is 
their work, they wrong their own fouls, Prov. viii. 
36. and^cwthemfelves in love with death.— This 
captivity is, 

4. A perpetual captivity. A few years cap- 
tivity among men, how grievous is it ! And nxen. 
will do what they can to be ranfomed. But this 
conquercr will never quit his captives, unlcfs 
they be takea from him by Almighty power. 
Death at for theft loofes other captives : " For in 
the grave," fays Job, iii. 18. 19. "the prifoners 
reft together, they hear not the voice of the op- 
preffor j and the lervant is free from his mailer." 
But thofe.who die \ Satan's captives are fo far 
from being free, that they are enfured to him for 
ever and ever. 

• JLaflfyt It is a voluntary captivity, and thus the 
more hopelefs : i Tim. ii. 26. « They arc taken 
captive by Satan at his will." They need not to 
be driven. They do not only go, but they run 
at his call : Rom. iii. 15. " Their feet are fwift 
to fhedWcwd/' Though they were taken in war, 
and born captives, yet now he is their mafter, by 
their own confentand choice, while theychufeto 
ferve the devil, and cannot be brought to give 
themfclves to the Lord. It is a .bewitching capti- 
vity. The finner once captive to Satan, never 
cares for his liberty, unlefs grace changes his. 
heart. He glories in the badges of his flavery ; 
lovts his work heartily, and is well pleafcd with 
his condition. The gracious proclamation of li- 
berty by Chrift founds in his cars \ but he fays, 
I love my mafter, I will not go p^t free.— "We are 
»ow, 

h% ly. To 
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IV. To make fome praftical improvement, 
Firfty In an ufe of convi£lion. Know then, and 
be convinced, O unconverted fiimer ! that thou 
art the devil's captive. Are there not many who 
have never troubled their heads about flieir ftate, 
who never have had any thing like a work of grace 
or converfion.upon their fpirits ? many in whom 
their hopeful beginnings have been all marred ? I 
would fay to every fuch one, Thou haft been 
hearing of the cafe of .the devil's captives, and 
jhou art the man, thou art the woman, as faft in 
bis power as ever prifoners pf w?ir were in the 
hands of their conquerors. You will not believe 
it, and this is your fin, and alfo your mifery. 
Rev. iii. 17. You will be ready to fign your- 
felves, and defy the devil ; though you have never 
been, by regenerating grace, delivered from the 
power of darknefs, and tranflated into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son, Col. i. 13. But this is 
Satan's way with his capiivcs, to put out their 
eyes : i Cor. iv, 4. ^^ He blinds the minds of 
them who believe not, left the light of the glorious 
goipel of Chrift, who is the image of God, Ihould 
ihine unto them f that they cannot; know where 
they are, or who it is that has got hold of them. 
Do you think, that it is only witches and wizards 
who are the devirs captives ? No, no, Satan may 
have a full poffeffion of thy foul,, though his name 
with thee be not Legion. Even praying people, 
and great pretenders to religion, to righteoufnefs, 
and fobriety, and thofe who^ have turned to a 
ftria courfe of life, much more to making a pro- 
feffion of religion, may ftill,be childreft of hell, 
as our Saviour called the Scribes and Pharifecs, 
Jtfatth xxiii. 15. And all un regenerate ones are 
children of wrath, and the devil's captives. He 
is « the fpirit that now worketh in the children 

of 
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df difobf ditncc ;** and they are « the children of 
wrath," Eph. ii. a. 3. Will you apply what was 
Ijpoken before for your convidion ? — ^Try your- 
feives. ' . • 

I. Art thou not, O unconverted Cnner ? car- 
ried ofF frofti God's .gracious prcfence, into the 
kingdom of Satan, the kingdom of daiknefs i 
What krtoweft thou of the light of God's.counte- 
Hance Ihlning on thy foul ? Certainly thou waft 
dncc darknefs, Eph. v. 8. Has there any fpiritual 
faving light broke up in your foul yet ? Has the 
long nignt of thy natural (late had a morning 
yet ? Or are you not in ' the ftate in which you 
was boqi ? If you be not in darknefs, what means 
your works of darknefs, and your not difcerning 
the tranfcehdent excellence of Chrift ? 

1. Are you not robbed and fttipped of your 
fjpiritual ornaments? Where is the light of the 
mind, the righteoufnefs of the will, the holinef$ 
of the zSt&ioaSf which man had before he fell 
into the enemy's hands> and which are reftc^ed 
ki fome meafurc to the ranfomed of the Lord ? 

3: jiVre ybu free to righteoufnefs? are you not 
under the power of the conqueror ? How is it 
then that you have no power to refift a tempta- 
tion, that Satan can fo eafily carry you the way 
you know to be wrong, over the htUf of reafon 
and confcience ? Nay, are not your lulls upori 
you like fetters, that you cannot move away from 
ciamal things God-ward ? 

44 Are you not quickly fpdiled'of ahy begin- 
nings of good which you fometimes meet \^lth ? 
Tou hear the w6rd, but do "hot the fbw'ls J[)ick it 
away from you ? Have not all yout torivi6Hoi1s 
and refdutions gone off by degrees like a moniin|^ 
«lo«d ? tiow quickly has all the ndife within ,yor5 
Juj ^iJrcaft 
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bre^ift been huflied, and you as much again in Ia?e 
;\rith your lufts as ever ! ^ . 

Admit the convi&ioni then, for they who never 
faw themfelves Satan's captives are never yet 
made Chrift's free-men^ John, viii. 32. 33. 44. 45. 
What think you, is the work of grace carried on 
in the foul as a morning-dream ? Are the devil's 
captives brought away, and never know that they 
were his captives ? What way can a foul embrace 
the pioblaimed liberty to the captives, who never 
faw itfelf in this condition ?— ^Confider, that this 
will be the firft ftcp to your liberty. The gofpel 
is fent " to open your eyes, and to turn you from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that you may receive forgivenefs of 
fitis, and an inheritance among them which are 
fandiified by faith that is in Chrift,'' A£ks,. x3Lvi. 
) 8. Chrift's Spirit begins his work with convic- 
tion of fin and mifery. He makes the captives to 
fee where they are, whofe they are, and what is 
their cafe. This roufes them out of their lethar- 
gy, makes them prize this liberty ^ it makes them 
glad to come away with their deliverer : *« O If- 
rael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf^ but in me is thine 
help."^This fubje£^ may be improved, 

Secondiyi In an ufe of exhortation. > 

O captive exiles ! haften to be loofed, that you 
niay not die in the pit, and that your bread may 
not fail, Ifa. li. 14. Stir up yourfelves to regain 
yQur liberty, and remain no longer at eafe in your 
captive- condition.— Confider, 

I. That a Oiort time's continuance in this ftate 
will put you beyond 9 poflibility of liberty : EccL 
ix. 10. << Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with all thy might ; for there is no work, noi: 
device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom, in the graye^ 
whither |^ii gocft^ Thy lUe h ua^JtaiPj and 
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if death carry thee off in this condition, thou wilt 
be carried to the lower prifon, and then farewell 
liberty for ever ^nd ever: Lukej xiii. 24. 25 
« Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate,; for many, 
I fay unto you, will feek to enter in, and (hall 
jiot be able. When once the mafter of the houfe 
is rifen up, and hath (hut the door, and ye begin 
to (land without, and to knock at the door, faying, 
Ix)rd„ Lord, open to us ; and he (hall anfwer and 
fay unto you, I know you not, whence ye are.** 
The fervant under the law, who, though he refufed 
his liberty at the end of fix years, yet received it in 
the year of jubilee. But whofo in this life refufe to 
come away from Satan's fervice, fhail never fee a 
time after for it. And when thou art clofed up 
in the net, it muft be without remedy ; it will tic 
no comfort to think that you did not imagine it 
would Jpijre come to this. — Confider, 

2. That now is the time of liberty : 2 Cor. vi. 
a. ^' Behold, now is the accepted time ! behold, 
Qow is the day of falvation !" Chrift has paid a 
ranfom for Satan's captives, and the liberty is pro- 
claimed in the gofpel. Strike in with the feafon 
of grace, and come away with the Deliverer upon 
the gracious proclamation. Hear what Chrift is 
faying to you^ Song, ii. 10. " Rife up, my love, 
Biy fair one, and come away/' 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINgED. 



SERMON LIU. 

I^A. Ixi. I. — ^0 prcclaim liberty to the captives.. 



TTAVING, in the preceding- difcaurfe, fpokd; 
M^X. ^^ ^^*^ ^^ °f ^^ do£lriiies which we took 
fiom this part of the fub)e£ij we go on to 

DecT. II. That Jcfiis Chrift, with the wrprefe* 
confent of his Father, has iffued oat his royal 
proclamation of liberty to Satan^s captives : He. 
hatbfent me tQ proclaim liberty to the captives. 

1)4 illuftrating. this do£):rinej we {hall^ 

I. Shew what this proclamation is. 

II. Explain what liberty is proclaimed in the 
g6fpel to Satan's captives. 

UI. Mention fome of the circumftances attend- 
ing this proclamation. And then, 

IV. Subjoin the improvement of the fubjed. 
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We are, 
. I. To fliew what this proclamation is. This 
royal proclamation iflued out by Jefus Chrift, is 
the gofpel, the glad tidings of falvation. The 
gofpel is the piroclamation of the King of heaven 
to poor finners, in which he proclaims liberty to 
all the captives of Satan, to whom it comes. The 
law lays the heavy yok^ of the curfe upon Gnners> 
the gofpel brings the offer of liberty.*^ Here we 
obfcrvc, 

I. Tliat it is a jubilee-proclamation. You 
have the law of jubilee^ which was every fiftieth 
year, when feveu times feven were over: Levt 
XXV. 10. 5< And ye'lhall hallow the fiftieth year, 
and proclaim liberty throughout all ihe land, unto 
all the inhabitants thereof; it (hall be a jubilee 
unto you,; and ye (hall return every man into his 
pofleffion, and ye (hall return every man unto his* 
family." It was proclaimed by found of trum- 
pet, on the day of atonement, ver. 9. then all the 
poor flaves got their liberty, whether their mailers 
were wilting to' part with them or ^not ; and all 
thofc who had been obliged to mortgage or fell 
their lands returned to die pofleffion of them a- 
gain. And fo it Was a proclamation which made 
many a heart glad. Now, the gofpel is fuch a 
proclamation, and the time of it is a year of ju- 
bilee. Jefus came, Ifa. Ixi. 2. " To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of venge- 
ance of our God, to, comfort all that mourn ;" 
compare 2 Cor. vi. 2. "Behold, now is the accept- 
ed time! behold, now is the day of falvation!" Ol 
good newsy fimicrs, there was a day of atonement 
on the crofs, and now the trumpet of the gofpel 
foundeth, and there is a proclamation, bearing that 
Satan's captives may now have their liberty^ tho' 
their maftlpr be not willing to part with them; 

that 
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that the mortgaged .inheritance of heaven and 
pod's favour, though forfeited, may be poflefled ; 
poor criminals and'bankrupts may return to them 
again. 

2- It is a conqueror's proclamation to captives* 
The king of Babylon took the Jews captive, and 
held them feventy years in captivity 5 but God 
raifed up Cyrus, Ifa. xlv..i. — 4. and he overturned 
the Babylonian empire ; the deftruftion of that 
kingdom was the deliverance of the Jews, for he 
proclainried liberty to them to return to their own 
land. This alfo was a type of the gofpel-procla-. 
ination. Satan warred againft n^ankind, he car- 
ried them all captive into bis own kingdom ;. 
and there was none to deliver out of his hand. 
But King Jefus has engaged him, routed all his 
forces, overturned his kingdom, and taken the 
kingdom to himfelf : Col. ii. 15. " And having- 
fpoiled principalities and powers, he made a fhcw 
of them openlyy triumphing over them in it.'' 
I John, iii. 8. " For this purpofe xhc Son ot 
God was manifefted, that he might deftroy tlic 
works of the' difviJ." And now being fettled on 
Jhis throne, his royal proclamation is iffued 6ut„ 
that Satan's captives may again return into tbc: 

WEfliallnow, 

II. Explain t?hat liberty is proclaimed in the 
gofpel to Satan's captives. 

This is the great fubjeft of the proclamation ;, 
and that you may fee the riches of this proclama^ 
tion, know that Chrift by the gofpel proclaims to- 
c\^ry poor fii>ner to whom it comes, 

1 . Liberty from the power and ilavery of Sa- 
tan : Afts, xxvi. 18. « He turns them from the 
power of Sataia unto. God." Every one who is 

willing 
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^ling to quit their old mafter the devil, may 
come away without his leave. Tou ar« welcome 
to Jcfus the conqueror, and the conquered tyrant 
(hall not have power to keep you. Now, «* the 
Spirit and the bride fay unto you, Come ; and 
let him that heareth fay, Come-, ?jid let him rfiat 
is adiirft come ; and whofpever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely," Rev. xxii. 17. He i$ 
a ftrong one, but there is a fttonger one than he, 
who will break his yoke from off your necKs, make 
his iron fetters to give way, like ropes which arc 
burnt with fire. And though, as long as you are 
here, he will be molefting you, yet he ihall never^ • 
never gain his former power over you, and you 
fliall at length be completely freed from the Icaft 
moleftation by him : ". The God of peace fhall^ 
bruife Satan under your feet (hortly," Rom. xvL 
20.— He proclaims, 

2. Liberty from the law as a covenant of works: 
Rom. vi. 14. " You are not under the law, but 
under grace." Satan's captives are under the law 
as a covenant of works, and it lays a heavy yoke 
upon them, namely, perfcd obedience, under the 
pain of the curfe. Gal. iii. 10. « For as many as 
are of the works of the law, are tinder the ctu*fe, 
for it is written, Curfed is every one that conti- 
nueth not in all things written in the book of the 
law, to do them." This curfe they carried away 
with thera when they went into captivity, and it 
abides on them always, till they be loofed from it. 
Now, Chrift proclaims liberty from this curfe, of- 
fers to bring finners from under the dominion of 
the law, to be under grace, where there is no 
more curfe : Gal. iii. 13.^* Chrift hath redeemed 
us from the curiTe of the law," Here they are 
provided with a righteoufnefs imputed to them, 
and not fct to feck it by their own works j where, 

in 
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in cafe of {inning, the utmoft penalty is fatherly 
^chaftifementi Pfal. Ixxxix. 30.-r-33. Thus he 
ofiers to take oAl the law's yoke, to fet you with- 
out the reach of its curfe, and to lay on his owii 
yoke, which is eafy, Matth. xi. 29. — ^Jefus pro** 
claims, 

3. Liberty from the dominion and bondage of 
fin : Rom. vi. 14. " Sin (hall not have doQiinion 
over you." Satan's captives are all the drudges 
of fin. It does not only dwell in them, as it does 
in the bed, but it reigns over them, fills their 
hearts and hands . contiaually with its work, (b 
that they can do nothing eHe but fin : PfaL xiv. 3. 
<« There is none that doeth good, no not one." 
It lays its commands on them, which are a law 
which they cannot difpute, but muft obey ; it has 
its feveral lufts in the heart, which are chains to 
them as its captives, the handles by which it holds 
them, and drags them after it. Now, Chrift pro- 
claims liberty from this, and his Spirit eiFe£ls it : 
Rom. viii. 2. ** The law of the Spirit of life in 
Chrift Jefus, makes them free from- the law of fin 
and death." He will break fin's dominion, loofe the 
chains of unmortified lufts, and fet the prifoners 
free : John, viii. 32. « Ye (hall know the truth, 
and the truth fliall make you ^ree." And though 
fin may dwell for a feafon, as an unclean, unwel- 

. come gueft, he will at length extirpate it wh(^y. 
He proclaims, ^ 

4. Liberty from the ruining influence of this 
prefent evil world : Gal. i. 4. <« Who gave himfelf 
for our tins, that he might deliver us from this 
prefent evil world, a,ccording to the will of God 
and our Father," This world has a ruining in* 
fluence on Satan's captives. TSe things of tliis 
world work their deftru£l:ion, the fqiiles of it are 
killing: Prov. i. 32. « The profperity of fools 

fliall 
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fliall deftroy them ;" their bieflings ar^ turned tq 
curfcs \ the frowns of it arc ejilharing and de- 
ftrudliye. f ^e god of this world mixes every 
cup with poifon. The men of this world arc ' 
ruining one another; and therefore it is faid, 
*^ Save yburfelves from this untoward generation," 
A£ks^ ii. 40. There is a plague in Satan's family, 
and each member ferves to infeft another, to con- 
vey fin and death to his fellow. But Jefus proclaims 
liberty frotfi this peft-houfe ; you may be drawn 
out of it, Jefus will ph^ck you as a brand out of 
^the fire; why (lay in it, while iie proclaims liberty 
to you from it? — Jefus proclaims, 

5 . Liberty from the fear, thg terror of death 
and hell : Heb. ii. 15. " He delivers them who, 
through fear of death, w^re all their lifetime fub*- 
jcO: to bondage." Satan's captives may for a 

• time be fecure, bearing nothing ; but as foon as 
their confcieijice awakens, they wiU be filled with 
horror, as perceiving the approach of death and 
heU towards them ; they can have no comfort- 
able view of another life. Chrift proclaims li- 
berty from this ; if you will come to him, con- 
fcience fliall be pacified with the fprinkling of his 
blood, . ye fhall be fet beyond tlie poflibility of pe- 
rifliing ; he will be to jou an Almighty Saviour. 
— He proclaims, 

6. Liberty from the fling of death and the evil 
of ^SiGtlotts. Though Chrifl:, in his gracious 
proclamation, does not promife that fuch as obey 
his will in it (hall never be afflicted f yet he pro- 
mifes that afiliftionS' fhall be fo far from doing 

- them hurt, that they fhall do them goo^: Rom. 
viii. 28. " And we know that all tilings work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpofe :" That 
though they die, death fliall be to themunftinged, 
Vol. m. M Jojan, 
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Jobn, Till. 51.** Verily, rciily, I fay uirto you. If 
a man keep my faying» he (hall nerer fee death.** 
Bo that dbey may meet it with that truimphailt 
fong> I Cor, XV. 55. « O .death ! where is thy 
fting ? O grave ! wkete is thy vidory ?'' It Audi 
not be to them what it is to Satan's captaves ^ the 
ierpent's {^g^ with which it kills the ferpent's 
ieed, (hall be taken away ere it comes near themr 
«^Jefus proclaims^ 

7. Liberty from the power of the grave : i Cor. 
i;v. 55. quoted above^^ \Cer. 57. ** Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the vi&ory, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord." Satan's captives are laid up in 
their graves as in prifone ; and when diey. come 
otit of them at the refutreftion^ death and the 
power of the grave will be ilill hanging about 
them ; fo that wy (hall but change one grave for 
a worie, namely, for the lake of fire. But Chriffs 
ranfomed ones, who come away on his prodanui- 
t|on of Ifterty, though they go ta the grave, yet 
the power of it over them fkail be brobesi, death 
fliall have no more power over than for ever.F*-' 
He proclaims, 

_8. Liberty from, candemnatoim : Rom. viii. r* 
«< There is therefore now no condiemnadoQ to 
them who arc in Chrift Jefus." AH Satan's cap- 
tives are condemned malcfadors : Johit, iii. 18; 
<^ He that believeih not is condemned already.** 
And the fentence {hall be folemnly pronoiuiceA 
againft them at the great day ; and fo they ihall be 
led away " iniio everiafting bomings, piepared for 
the devil and his angels," Mattb. xxv. This is 
terrible ; but Chrift proc^ietiras liberty from it. So 
fdon as thou embtaceft the oftred liberty, tlie 
guik of eicynal wrath ihall be done away, thou 
flialt be beycMd the reach of conderonatioii ; your 
ftAuding on die right band as fiscured^ and the feiK 

tence 
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tence of fbkmn abfolution fhall foUow.-^He pro* 
claima* 

9. Liberty of firee accefs to God, wkh hotf 
bokinefs: Rom.T. 1. 2. ■< Being j^lfied by fatth^ 
we have peace widi God throvigk our Lord Jefus 
Cbrift) by whom aUb we hav« acccib by faith in* 
to this grace wherein we (land, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God." Now, the capdm exiles 
are baniOied from the prefitace of God 4 they can 
have fio accefe to^'him, nor comniiinion with Mm. 
But oar Lord, by his death, has. opened the two>* 
leanred gates of his Father's houfe, and gives free 
liberty, by open prockunatton, to Satan's ^ptiwes, 
leaving their tnafter to come in. They have a€« 
cefs by one Spirit so the Father.-^Jefus proclaims^ 

Lq/ifyf Liberty, that is> freedom of fpitit in the 
fennee of God : 2 Cor. iii. 1 7. « Where the Spi- 
rit of the Lcn^d is there is liberty^'' The Spirit of 
Chrift bcalied a free fpirit, beeaofe he mal^s 
free. Satan's captives may^ yield fome obedience 
to God, but it is burdenfeme, becanfe tbey a^ 
lAierein as flates, from a flavifh fesHr of hell and 
wrath. But Chrift's free m^^n aft from a noWer 
]ffincipie^ lave: Rom.viii. 15. »< For yt have not 
received the fpirit of bondage again Co fear, but ft 
have received the ipirit of adoption, whereby ye cry^ 
Abba, Fatbcv :'*— i John, iv* 1 8. «« There is no fear 
in love, but per fed love -cafteth out fear 5 becaufo 
fear hath torment : he that feareth is not made pcr- 
fe£l in love." — We now proceed, 

IIL To mention fome of the circumftances at* 
tending this prochraation.-^Here we obferve, 

I . That the law on which it is founded was the 
eternal agreement of the glorious Tiiiiity for man'^ 
redemption. The eternal l»w of fove and good- 
will to *poor (inners, by which it was provided, 
- . M ;^ ' ^ th^t 
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that upon the Son of God's laying down his life* 
a ranfom for an cleft world, they ihould be deli- 
vered from the captivity of fin and Satan, and be 
made God's freemen ; which the eternal Son en- 
gaged to do. Accordingly, in the fnlnefs of time ' 
he did it, and thereby purchafed their liberty.— 
We obferve, 

2. That die proclamation was drawn up, and is 
Recorded in the3ible, by the Holy Spirit : Ifa, Iv. 
I. « Ho ! every one that thirftelfi, come ye to the 
wato's \ and he that hath; no' money, come ye, buy 
and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price." And what is the whole 
Bible but a declaration of this liberty, with pro- 
mises to thofe who accept of, and threatenings to 
thofe who refufc it. The truth and reality of this 
declaration is fealed by the blood of Chrift : 
«« This," faid he, « is the New Teftament in mf 
blood." So that there is not the lead ground to 
doubt its truth. — ^We obferve, 

3. That this proclaiTiation is iiTued out by our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, with the confent of his Father 
and the Spirit. The Father has fent him to proclaitn 
liberty to the captives. The Spirit fays. Come. A 
whole Trinity invites Satan's captives to liberty. 
They have no will that the captive exile ihould die 
in the pit : Ezek. xvili. 23. <^ Havel anypleafure at 
all that the wicked fhould die ? faith the Lord 
God ; and not that he fhould return from his ways» 
and live ?" — We obferve, 

4. That this proclamation is direGed fo men, 
to the fons of men : Piov. viii. 4. *« Untd^you, O 
men, do I call, and my voice is to the fons of men.'.' 
Not to fallen angels, they are excluded from the 
benefit of the purchafed liberty. But the captives 
in the land of the living, thefe prifoners of hope, 
to them is the proclamation direfled, without ex- 
ception 
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ceptton of jgreat, yea« erea the ^eatell; effoaen : 
l^cv. xxii, 1 7. "^Whofocvcr will, may take of the 
water of Kfc freely.'*— -Id, L 18* ♦« Come now, 
and let us reafon together, faith the Lord ; though 
your, iiiis be as Icarlet^ they ftiaQ be white as 
ffic^ $ though they be red like crinafim, they flndl 
^e as wool.'* Such aie invited, diough they have 
often jrefufed their liberty, and diough they have 
gone back into their captivity. > W e obferve^ 

' 5. That the firft crier of this proclamattoa was 
the Soa of God in his own perfon. He made this 
proclamation firft in paradife : Gen. iik i j. " The 
feed of the woman fhall bruife the head ot the fer« 
pent." After^irards he took on hkn naan^ nature : 
Then came and proclaimed it : Hebi ii. 3. *« Tfte 
gofpel at the firft began to be fpokenunto us by 
the lord." And he £^ed it with his moft precious, 
blood, though there were but few who came a- 
way upon the proclamation made by him : <^ Who - 
hath believed our report ? and to whixn hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed ?" is the complaint 
of the prophet Ifaiah.— We obl^rve^ 

6. That, being afcended into heav«u, he hsis^ 
appointed criers in his name, the rasnifters of the 
gofpel, to publiih this proclamation, and to invite 
finners to accept of tb^ liberty i 2 Cor. v. ao^ 
"Now then, we are . embaf&dors for Chrift, ais 
though God did bcfeech you by us : w6 pray you, 
'm Chrift's ftead, be ye reconciled onto God." 
This is ottr work, to proclaim it uato you, to 
make you fenfiblc that hberty is purchafed^ and of- 
fered uuto you* We ate the voice^ of the great 
crier ; Chrift criea to you by u».-^Wc obferve, 

L^ys That tine {ria(fc6 wiieve tbe porodamalioa 

ix ovAsrcd to be made is. in thk world : Mark, xvu 

&£. «< Qo je^' faid Jebis to his difoiplesi *^ 'mtx> 

Ha all 
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all the world, and preach the gofpel to every crca-» 
ture." As for thofe who are gone into the other 
, world, the proclamation can reach them no more ; 
die prifoners there are without hope. But while 
you are in this world, the proclamation is to you, 
and particularly when in thofe public aflemblies, 
.where the Lord's people are gathered together to 
hear it : Prov. i. ao. 21. " Wifdom crieth with- 
out, (he uttereth her voice in the ftreets ; ihe 
crieth in the chief place of concoiirfe, in the open- 
ings of the gates, in the city (he uttereth her 
words."— ~It only remains, 

IV. That we make fome improvement of the 
fubjcft. This fliall be confined to an ufe of ex- 
hortation. 

We would exhort you, O captive^ of Satan ! to 
comply with the dcfign of this proclamation of li- 
berty 5 we befeech you, receive not this grace of 
God in vain. — To be more particular, we exhort 
you, 

1. To be convinced of your ftate of captivi- 
ty, deceive not yourfelves 'with thoughts of liber- 
ty, while you are really ferving divers lufts. Till 
you fee^your captive ftate, what hope can there 
be of good to be obtained by the proclamation of 
liberty ? — We exhort you, . 

2. To be willing to come away and forfake your 
old mafter and his fervice. Ah [ may not the 

. time paft fuffice to have done the will of the flefli ? 
I Pet. iv. 3. You have been long under this cap- 
tivity \ had the ybungeft of you been as long a 
Have to any man as you have been to Satan, you 
would have been we^ry of your (ituation long ere 
. now. O ! ftrive that your fpirits may be raifed to- 
. wards your being free, and walk no more content- 
edly in your chains of diverd lulls. Y'ou ^ fay, 

you 
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jopL are not able to come away ; but if you were 
willing, you would nor be; allowed to remain ifi 
your captive ilate. — We exhort you, 

3. To be affefted at the heart with the news 
of the proclamation of liberty. Do not hear it 
unconcernedly, biit hear as thofe who are nearly 
concerned in the matter. Take a view of the 
wretched ftate you are in, and wonder that there 
is yet hope. How glad were the Ifraelites in E- 
gypt and Babylon of the notice they had of their 
liberty ! Thy captivity is a thoufand times worfe, 
and thy heart fhould leap within thee at the voice 
of the deliverer. — We exhort you^ 

Lqft/yf To accept of the proclaimed liberty, and 
come away witli the deliverer. Give up with your 
old nufter, lay by his work, bid. fare\Vell to his 
kingdom, as never to remain more in it. Shake 
off your fetters refolutely, and embrace cordially 
the offered liberty of the fons of God;— To pre- 
vail with you in doing this, we prefent you with the 
following Motives. 

. Aloi, I. Confider that the captivity you are^in 
is a mod miferable bondage and flavery ; Egyp- 
tian, Babylonifh, and Turkiih flavery and capti<* 
vity, all in one, are not fufficient to reprefent it. 
And this-will appear, if you confider, 

(i.) That the mafter is the devil. While thou 
art in thy natural ftate, thou art the devil's cap- 
tive and bond-fervant, 2 Tim. ii. 26. and that by 
a threefold title, — ^as taken in war, 2 Pet. ii. 19.— 
as bought by him at a low rate, '* yc fold yourfelves 
for nought," Ifa. Ui. 3. and^-as born in his hpufe^ 
Matth. xxiii. 15. Therefore ye are called to for- 
get that houfe, Pfal. xlv. 10. and to come out of 
his family, and 'touch not the unclean thing, z 
Cor. vi. 17. How wretched muft that bondage 
be ^cre the devil is matter 1 Sure he.is a cruel 

and 
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and mercilcfs mafter, whb wiH take fdeafure iii 
thy mi&ries. Do we efteem the cafe of tkofe 
wretches fo horrible, wlio, by exprefs compa^i, 
are become his i and will we yet contentedly con- 
tinue in bondage to the fame mafter ^—-^Confider, 

(a.) That the work is fin, called the worka of 
darknefs, Rom. xiit. 1 2» ' None of fais capdrea 
are fiifibred to be idle, h^puts a talk in their hands, 
which they nniil fulfil. One o£ two things- they 
arc always doing, while out of Chrift ; — either 
weairhig the fpider's web, working that which will 
not profit at the latter end, more than fach a web 
will be a garment ; or— hatching the cockatrice- 
egg, doing mifchief and wickednefs, that will re- 
coil upon you, to your own deftrw^ion. This 
dunghitUwork Satan employs his captives in, is 

moil unbecoming the heayen*born foul. ^Con- 

fider, 

(3.) That the piovifion and entertainment, is 
bad and unfatisfying : Ifa. Iv. 2. " Wherefore do 
you fpend money for that which is not bread,- and 
your labour for that which fatisfieth not ?" The 
beft of this fort, which the natural man has, is to 
eat duft with the ferpent, to fuck die breaft of 
filthy hxfts, which, though, iit may fcail one's cor- 
ruptions, poiibns the foul ; dr ^ eat huiks with 
the fwke, LuJce, xv. 16. to feed on the empty 
things of the world, which can afibt^ no nounih- 
nien$. Thus, while you afk from him bread, he 
gives you a ftone ; whtte you aft a^ fifli, he gires 
yoa a feorpioci .-^Confider^ ^ 

{4.) That the wages of thes work is death: Rom. 
n« 23« « For tbe wages of fin is death/' Prcfent 
death) ipintua], m the fepatfatido of thsiv fcub from 
God, for from every natoral num God is. depait- 
cdi) whether he knows it or not. Death tempos 
t$i, toicQn% mtoU wftk i» lltiaDg, aadpntfiddL 

with 
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With the envenomed arrows of ^he curfe. And- 
death eternal in hell^ where they fhall be ever 
dying, but never fliall die. O ! (hall not the con- 
iideration of thefe things move you to acce]^t of 
liberty, and come away from fuch a mailer, fuch 
work, fuch provifions, and fuch wages ? 

Mot, 2. The liberty proclaimed is mod excellent 
and glorious liberty, Rom. viii. 21. ; the glorious 
liberty of the fons of „God j which may create the 
moll furpaffing joy in the world. The glory and 
excellency of it will appear, if we confider, 

(i.) Tlie purchafer of it is Chrift the King of 
glory. He it is by whom we have the gofpel* 
jubilee proclaimed in the text. He is the yidlo- 
rious Monarch, who has overcome Sataq, and 
gives liberty to his captives. He is our near kinf- 
man, who has redeemed us by payment of a price» 
a coftly price, even his own precious blood. It 
was the honour of the Jews, that they had their 
liberty hy Cyrus i but how much more honour- 
able is it, to have liberty by Chrift ! And when 
fuch an one has purchafed for m liberty, will not 
you accept it ? — Confider, ; 

(2.) t'he ranfom paid for it : 1 Peter, i. 18. 19^ 
** Forafmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemied with corruptible things, as filver and 
gold, frorti your vain convcrfation, received by tra- 
dition from your fathers j but with the precious 
bJood of Chrill, as of a lamb without blemifti, and 
without fpot." Never was fuch a ranfom paid 
for the greateft captive king among men, as for 
us wrf'tchcd finners ; even ,the blood of God. He 
compaffionated the cafe of the poor captives, laid 
by the robes of his glory, put his neck under the 
yoke of the law, endured the wrath of God, the 
lling of death, and the rage of heJl, and all to pur- 
chafe this liberty for us. — Confider, 

^ (3.) The 



d by Google 



%4^ J£SUS PROCLAnn LIBfiRTT 

(3.^ The party to whom it was paid, to God, 
even his own Father : Ephef. ▼. 2. «♦ He gave hina- 
fclf an offering and a facrifice to God, for a fwect- 
finelling iavouf ." Satan U but the jailor andexe* 
eutioner, into whofe hands men^ feli, being con-* 
demned by the Judgey to whom alone the raafom 
was due. Hence, in refpe^ of Ssitan, his captives 
are faid to be redeemed without money, If. lii. 3. 
They are to be fet at Kberty by main feroc, 
being violently wrefted out of his hand, Ifa. xlix. 
25 — Confider, 

(4.) The glorioiis privileges afelendt^g diis liber- 
ty. U is not a nakc^i freedomi which yet woukl 
uc vahiable, but pregnant with nmny preciotts prt<» 
▼ileges. I have told you already, that it is a H« 
berty from the power oi Satan, from the law a^ 
a covenant, &c. But befidesthefe, miany pofitive, 
Ueflings und prrnieges attend itj Aich ao, did 
freed captives are made free men oJF die New Je^ 
rufalem, they are made citizens of heaven on 
earth, and are burgeifes there: Ephef. ii. 19. 
<^ They are no more ftrangers and foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens with the faints, and of the houfe* 
hold of God/* They are incorporated witfc the 
fociety of fiiints and angek, of whom Chrift is 
the head. They who had their lot before in the 
kingdom of darknefs, their lot then falls in thefc 
pleafant places. — The freed captives arcjnade chil- 
dren of the family of heaven : 2 Cor. vi. 1 8, •* And I 
willbe a fether unto you, and ye fliallbeRsy fons and 
daughters, hith the Lord Almighty." Sio it is the 
liberty of the fons of God. 'For God makes all 
the freed flaves, fons of his hoafe ; and whatever 
children may exped from a father, able and will- 
ing to do for them, this they may expedl from 
God.-^— Tlic freed captives are all mack firft-born : 
Heb. xii. 23. " The general affemWy and church 
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of the firft-^bomi whkh are written in heaven." 
This exceilelskce of dignity and power k put up* 
on them^ they are thu« highly advanced. As it 
was with Jofeph, he am only got his libertyi hii| 
was made lord over Egypt, w^re he had been a 
flave : fo the freed captive is made ki«g : Rev. L 
6* '< And hath made us kings and prieft^ unto 
God and his Father.". This is accemplifhed 'm 
them all, Ka.xiv. a. *« TTiey (haU rule over these 
oppvefibrs." They get maftery over their lufts, 
and Qn\\ at kft triumfA over Satan, Rom. xvi« 
20. They fhall fit and judge him, i Ck>r. vi. 3^ 
They are made priefts alfa, to oii^r up facrificea 
of praife to God, Rom< xii. i. O what a change 
of ^eir work ! They are aU heirs of God, and re- 
ceive the double portion. There is not any diing 
which fuch an one gets, but it is twice as much 
and good as that which a captive oF Satan has. 
The blefiing is the beft half ^ this the captives of 
Satan wane. — Lc^iy^ When their minority is over» 
tliey (hall have a perfed^ tibetty, with the affluence 
of aU tbingSi to an tntii^ completing of their 
happtnefs, Rom. viti. 21. O the glorious day abi- 
ding Cfarift's free men ! Now they have got the 
M^ord) Roll away the ftone^ Lazdrus come forth: but 
then this will be added, Loofe him and let him go* 
The great day wtU begin tbeir eternal jubilee ^ 
when death the kft enemy fliali be deftroyed» 
thai &all foul and body return to the fuU poflef* 
fion of ihe mortgaged rnheribance, and the fttfeSt 
freedom from their captivity. — Confider, 

(5.) The uBchaageablenefs of this liberty. 
Wheti oaee a captive is freed by Chrift, all the 
power and policy of heH cannot bring htm back 
again into bondage : John, x. a8. ^ And I wHl 
give vmt» them eternal life : and. they AiaU never 

peiifli; 



d by Google 



,148 JESUS PROCLAIMS LIBERTY 

perifli ; neither fliall any one pluck them oui o£ 
my hand.** See how Paul boaits of this, Rbni. 
viii. 3^. 39. It is true, were there none to pre- 
fervfe this liberty btit the believer himfelf, it 
might be loft ; but it is infallibly guarded againft 
the gates of hell, by the unalterable decree of 
God, 2 Tim. il. 19. ; by* his unchangeable love 
and covenant ; by the continual indwelling of the 
Spirit, and the prevalent interceffion of Chrift. - 
. Lqftly^ Confider the eternity of this liberty. 
Death does not put a clofe to this liberty, but ra- 
ther gives a new beginning to it ; it fhall continue 
for ever, they ih a 11 live for ever and ever in the 
enjoyment of it. 

Thus life and death are fet before you, will 
you accept this liberty or not ? May I not fay, 
** How fhall ye efcape, if ye neglect fo great fal- 
vation ?" Heb. ii. 3. — Confider, ^ 

I . That it is moft unreafonable to refufe u, to 
remain in captivity after the proclamation of li- 
berty is iffued. Would men but make their rea- 
fon judge betwixt Chrift and them, there ^ would 
be no fear of the caufe, Jofh. xxiv. 15. Who 
would refufe their liberty, if they might be made' 
free ? liberty from fuch a mafter and fuch work, 
&c. ; liberjty purchafed from fuch a glorious per-« 
fon, by the glorious King, at fuch a ranfom, &c. 
Confult your reafon, your intereft, and will you 
prefer the pleafures of fin for a feafon, to the 
eternal rivers of pleafures at God*s right hand ? — 
Confider^ 

2. That every refufal makes your captivity the 
more firm and hopelefs. Satan bores the ear of 
finners anew to his door-poft on every refufal. ' 
Hence none fo hard to win, as thofe who have 
refufed many gofpel-calls. Tyr^ ^d Sidon would 
be much eafier wrought upon^ than Choxazin and 

Bechfaida, 
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Bethfaida, Matth. xt. 21. Ezei. iii. 7.; wild 
Americans j than Scotfm m. For when the gofpel . 
does not foftenthe heart, it is hardened under it. 
— .Confider, . 

3. That by refufing.this liberty, you become 
the murderers of your, own fouls : Prov. viii. 39 
« He that (inneth againft me^ wrongeth his own . 
foul ; all they that hate me, love death." Hear, 
(inners, how our Lord expoftulates with you on 
this point, £zek. xviii. 31. 32. " Call away from 
you all your tranfgreflions, whereby ye have tranf- 
greiled, and njake you a new heart, and a new 
fpirit ; for why will y^ die, O houfc of Ifrael ? 
For I have no' pleafure in the" death of him that 
dieth, faith the Lord God : Wherefore turn your- 
felves, and liiffc ye/* You have the polfonous cup 
of your fins at your head, will ye drink it ? ye 
fay, ye cannot help it, yemuft drink it off: Our 
Lord fays, Throw it away, it will be your death 
if you do net. Come, to me, and I will free you 
from this miferable bondage to Sztvi and your 
lufts, fo that they (hall not haj^^ that power over 
you which they have had. Well,, if you will 
not comply, you arr murderers of your own foul 
with a witnefs, as really as iiFycdid wilfully drink 
up a cup of poifon, or (tabbed yourfelves with a 
fword.-r-Confider, 

4. That if you refufc,. you make the Deliverer 
your ehemy, and {hall not efcape, Heb. ii. 3. 
The Delivercjr will turn, your dcftroyer, for ne- 
gl^£l:ing his falvation. The Lamb of God will be 
a& a. lion to you, foii flighting his offers of grace. 
They who know not God, and who obey not the 
goipel of Our Lord Jefus Chrift, ihall be punifhed 
with.everUfting deftru£lion from the prefcnce of 
the Lord, and the glory of his power, 2 Theff. i. 
8, 9. As the foureft vinegar is made of the beft ^ 

Vol- IIL N . win^ 
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wine^ fo the fierceft wrath arifcs from flight 
♦rig thcgrcatcft grace, Prov. i. 24««-*3i.««-C!raifi^ 
4er, 

5. That ye know not how foon ye may be be- 
yond the reach of the proclamation of fiberty, 
Luk^ xiii. 24. 25* The voice of it is not heard 
on the other (ide of death, to which we are £ift 
n>aking way. Do you not fee, as in Pfal. ice* 9. 
that «♦ we fpend cnr days as a tale that is told ?'" 
A new-year's day, and odbcr days adjoining to it, 
arc very ill chofen for revelling, jollity, and carnal 
mirth ; ihcy fuit it nearly as ill, as does the pre- 
tended day t)f Chriit's birth, commonly called 
Yule-day. Alas ! they will give themfelves the loofc 
run in thefe things, becauw they we ndw a year 
nearer the grave and eternity than they were ; be- 
caufc they are entered on a new year, the end of 
which it may be they (hall never fee. If people 
will muke a difference between fuch days and 
others, it would be mcrfl fuitable in thefe days, to 
take a ibknm ferknis view of eternity, and to be 
making preparations for that day, which will put 
an end to their years. However, let this time put 
you in mind of death's approach, afnd refufe nor 
the of&r of grtice, which you will have no more, 
when once death has carried you off the ftage *••— ^ 
Confider, 

Laftlyy That your Judgement will be au>re 
grievodsi than that of thofe who never beard the 
gofpd, if you do ncit come away upon the procla- 
mation : Matth. 3ci. 22. " But I fay unto you. It 
fllallmore tolerable for, Tyre and Sidon,'at the 
day of judgement, than for you.*' Remember 
double (tripes are for him w!ho knew his mafter's 
win, and did it not \ and the hottcft place in 

hell 

* It would appear, th«t this dircQUtfc vi^i delivered 
the 6rft day, or at Icaft the fitik Sabbath of a new year. • 
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hell will Ke fotr gofpel-defpifers. Men may 
hare their lufts and finful' couffes cheaper in 
the dark corner of the earth, than in a land of 
light. 

We conclude with the following advices. — 
Xiabour to get a juft efteem of your fouls» and a 
due fenfe of what concerns another life. The 
foul is the man, as being the heft part of the man, 
the lofs of which nothing can ever counterbalance : 
Matth. xvi. 26, <« For what is a man profited, if 
he fhould gain the whole world, and lofe his own 
foul ? or whali fliall a man give in exchange for 
his foul ?'' The other life is the life cl^iefly to 
be cared fdr, fince that only is the Kfe which 
will have no end ; and a man is happy or unhap- 
py, as his plan for that life is well or ill laid. — 
Be feniible of the real drudgery. of (in. It is as 
real a fervitude as ever was in, the world, while 
men ferve divers lulls. This is clear from the 
very light of nature : tlie confidcratiou of the noble 
nature of the foul, with the expctience pf the ty- 
ranny of unruly palSons, made fome heatlien 
moralifts to lay it doWn as a principle, That a 
wife man is a free: man,— Wherefore, believe that - 
a holy life is the only true liberty r Pfal. exit. 44. 
45. " So fliall I keep thy law continually, for - 
ever and ever. And I will walk at liberty ; for 
I feek thy precepts." He, then, who has the ma- 
ttery over his own corrupt will and inclinations, 
who walks in the way of God's commandments, 
is ft'perfon the moft free and eafy.— -La/^/y, Come; 
to Chrift for his redeeming blood -and frde Spirit. 
Renounce the devil, the world, and the flefh. 
Receive and improve Jcfus as made of God un- 
to you, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan^iification, and 
redemption. Amen. 

N 2 JESlilS 
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SERMON LIV. 



Is A. 1x1. I.-— ^/;<f tie opening oftheprifin to them 
thai are bound. 



XT ERE is another benefit which, in the gofpel^ 
JlJL *s brought by Chrift to finners who are in 
their natural ftate, namely, a proclamation as to 
opening the prifon to the prifoners. In this there 
are two things. 

I. The mifery of a natural ftatc, which is here 
laid out in its full extent, in three particulars. 
You have heard that unconverted (inners are Sa- 
tan's captives \ this is a fad cafe, but it is yet worfe^ 
for, 

(i.) They are aUb prifoners. Every captive is 
not a prifoner, but all natural men, being Satan's 
captives, are held prifoners, fhut up in the prifon 
of their natural ftate. This is Satan's prifon, 
crammed full of his prifoners of war. But this is 
not all \ for, 

(2») They are prifoners in chains, they are bound 

in 
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in the prifon. Satan h^s his ifons on them, as 
malefactors under femence of death, that they 
ipay not efcape. This is ftill worfe' than being a 
prifoner. But worfe than all this is here ftatcd ; 
for, 

(3.) They arc blinded too in their prifon* For 
the word rendered opening, does particularly rel 
late to the opening the eyes 5 and therefore the 
prophet ufes it to exprefs the relieving of fuch 
prifoners pcrfeftly. This is evident by compa- 
ring Luke, iv. 18. " And recovering of fight to 
the blind, to fet at liberty them who are truifed." 
It was a cuftom much ufed in theeaftern nations, 
and retained among the Turks to this day, to put 
oat the eyes of fome of their prifoners, adding 
this mifery to their imprifonment. So the Phi- 
liftines'did with Samfon, Judges, xvi. 21.; and 
Nebuchadnezzar with Zedekian^ 2 Kings, xkv. 7. 
This, til a. fpiritual fenie, is the caie of all pri- 
foners in their natural ftate. To fum up all, O 
unconverted finnet ! thbu art Satan's captive, a 
captive in prifon, and a prifoner in chains ; and. 
withal thine eyes are put out, thou art in darkncfs, 
even d^knefv itfelf.-^In the words there 19, 

2. A fuitable remedy, full help proclaimed by 
Chriil in the gofpel. God has feen the nrifery 
~oi the prifoners, his Son has paid the ranjbm for 
them, ami thereupon he is ient to proclaim the 
opening of the prifon-doors to them, openti>ig every 
way to them; for this expreflion comprehends the 
affording full remedy to their cafe ; jpamely, 
owning their prif9n,-^opening their chains^— 
and opening their cyes% By his word he offers it, 
by his Spirit he efFe&s it, in ail his €\e£k.^^¥tom 
this Cubjcfk v^ propofe tiO your confideration the 
£p]Bowisig Doctrines : 

N 3 DocT. 

Digitized by Google 



154 JESUS OF^KS THE PRISON-DOORS . 

DocT. !• That every unconverted fihner is a bound* 
man in the prifon of a natural ftate, with his 
eyes put out. 

DocT. II. That by open proclamation in the go- 
> fpely Chrid ofiers to the prifonersJn a natural 
ftate, an opening of their eyes^ of their bands> 
and of their prifon- doors. 

We begin with 
DocT. I. That every unconverted finner is a 
bound man in the prifon of a natural ftate, with 
his eyes put out. 

For illuftrathig this doftrine, we fliall, 

I. Speak of the imprifonnient in which guilty 
finners are. 

II. ^Mention the bands, chains, and fetters- 
wherewith they arc bpund in thc^ prifon of a na- 
tural ftate. ^ 

III. Point out the darknefs and blindnefs of the 
prifoners in their natural (late. 

I. We are to confider the imprifenment irv 
which unconverted fmners are. 

Thb prifon is the natural unconverted (late j. 
and thus that word, i Pet. iii. 19. " By which 
alfo he went and preached to the fpirits in priibn/' 
is by fome underftood. However, it is plain that 
this is meaint in our text. Thus Peter faid to Simon 
the forccrer : AGtSy viij. ^^. " For I perceive 
that thou art in the gall of bittemefs, and in the 
bond of iniquity." Thus finners in their natural 
ilatCj are fiiid to be all concluded under fin, and 
Ihut up under the law, Gal. iii. 22. 23. Con« 
eluded or fhut up, that is, declared to be fo. Let 
us cozUider^ then; the nat^al ftate as a ftate of 

imprifonnient.. 
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ifitipriionment.' Here we {hall anfwer the three 
following QiJESTiONo ; - 

1 . Whofe prifoners are they ? 

2. What are the caufes of this imprifpnment ?. 
— And, 

3* In what condition are natural men, as pri- 
foners in thi& their natural Olslu I . .We begin, 
with, 

^uifi^ I . Whofe prifoners are they ? 
( X .) Unconverted finners are God's prifoners, a»: 
the great Judge and party whom, they have of- 
fended: Ronu xi. 32.. " God hath concluded 
them all In unbelief." There are two things in a 
natural ftate.^ — The finfulnefs of it 5. thev can do 
nothing but fin. Move they cannot without that 
circle, more than a prifoner out of his prifon. 
— ^The mifety of it. They are under the curfe ; 
Gal. iii. \z. This laft, God, as a juft Judge, in- 
iliified on mankind for rhe breach of the covenant 
of works \ and while this lies upon them, there 
can be no commiinion betwixt God and them, 
and confequently. nothing but fin in them ; and 
fo they are all concluded under fin. 

(2.) They are Satan's prifoners. Heafts as the 
jailor,, and is therefore faid to have the power of 
death, Heb. iu 14. Man, having freely yielded 
to Satan, and become his captive, was delivered 
up into his hand by the Judge. They are under 
the power of Satan,. A<5s, xxv^. i ?. He keeps 
the keys of this prifon, and watchfully marks his 
prifoners, that none of them efcape. Nay, when 
the commandment is come, to deliver the eled 
out of his hand, he will not yield them up, till 
the prifon-doors be broke open, and they are for- 
cibly taken out of his hand. 
4?5/?- 2. What are the caufes of this impri- 

fonment? 
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fonment ?— As to tUi« we obfcrrc, that tbey are 
inprifon, *» 1 

(i.) As debtors to divine juftice. Sin is a 
debt, fltid the worflfof all debts ) commitring fin 
is contracting a debt, which finners are unable 
to |)ay. But it muft be ))aid ) ft fatisfad^ion muft 
ht made to jttfttce to the utmoft farthing. ' As to 
natural men, their debt is not forgiven. All their 
accounts ftand uncancellcfd. They hare as- yet no 
(hare in the Cautioner's payment. T^refore 
they are kept in this prifon juftly for their debt, 
and they" cannot efcape. They were laid lip there 
fof our father Adam's debt. This debt brought 
al) mankind imotheprifon, Rom.v. 12. « Where- 
fore, as by one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin ; and fo death pafled upon all 
men^ for that all hare finned." The covenant be- 
ing broken, we became liable to |)ay the penalty, 
andjL being unable to relieve ourfelves, were (hut 
up in prifon under the wrath and curfe of God* 
They are alfo arrcfted there for their own debt, 
jtontraOed in their own perfons. Every finful , 
thought, word, or adion, is a new item in oiir ac- 
counts. And at the inftancc of every brokea 
comiwandment, tiic - laTr arrefts the natural man 
in the prifon, clapping its curfc upon the finner ; 
fo that the longer one remains rn their natural 
ftate, there is atways t?hd kfe hope of their deli- 
very. Nay, their deli'very is^ impoffiblei till the 
Cautioner loofe all the -atrcfts, by paying the 
whole debt. 

(a.^ They are in prifon as malcfeAors condemn- 
eid in law: Johi>, iii. 18. "He that bclieveth not 
Ts condemned already. There is a fentence of 
death pafTed upon all men in a natural fbtc, they 
arfe condemneil to die eternally ; and therefore 
ar^ committed to the jailor, to keep them in the 

prifon 
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prifon to the day of execution, which they know 
not how foon it may be appointed, how fooq 
death may lead out the prifoner to have the fen- 
tcnce fully executed upon him. — I go on to, 

^mft, 3. In what condition are natural men 
as prifoners in this their natural ftate ? — ^Thcir 
condition is moil difmal ; for, 

(i.) They are under the wrath of Gk)d, as the 
maiefadior put in prifon is under the wrath of his 
judge. Hence it is faid, Eph. li. 3. « And were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others.'* 
. A natural ilatc is a ftate of wrath. God bears a 
legal enmity againft thee as long as thoji ar^ out 
of Chrift. There is a black cloud of wrath which 
always hovers over the head of the natural man, 
and never will fcatter till he be a new creature, 
.God is ever angry,' never pleafed with him ; 
Pfal. vii. II. « God is angry with the wicke^d 
every day." — His perfon is not accq)tablc to God ; 
Pfal. v- 5. *< The foolifli fliall not ftand in his 
fight, and he hateth all the workers of iniquity." 
iNior are his performances^ acceptabje.to God, Ifa. 
Ixvi. 3. God will have no communion nor fellow- 
(hip with him : Amos, iii. 3. " Cam two walk to- 
gether -.except they be agreed i" There is wrath 
iii his word, his looks, and difpenfations towards 
him., 

(21) They are both under the dominion. of the 
law, aad alfo under the the lafh of it : GaL iii. lo. 
<« For as many as arc of the works of the law, arc 
under thecurfe, for it is written, Curfed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
boc^ of tlie law, to do them." It has him as faft^ 
i» its hands as ever a: prifoner was. It has him by 
the n<ck) faying, Pay what thOu oweft ; and will 
never quit/the hold through the ages of eternity, 
unlefs.he get the Surety that is able to take it off 

his 
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his hand. Its demands are htgh, quite above' fats 
reach; perfefil: fatisfaftion for what is pad ; pcrfcd 
obedience 'for what is to come. It is a mercilefs 
', creditor) and will abate thee nothing. As long 
as thou art in its power^ ^and that is as long as 
thou art in this pnfon)| thou muii lay thy account 
with the payment of the utmoft farthing. What 
though the fentehce is hot fpeedily executed ? a re- 
prieve is no pardon^ Deut. xxxii. 35. 

(3.) They are under the power of Satan, as the 
keeper of the prilbn, Afts, xxvi. 18. He has a 
corhmanding and a reftraining power over them,, 
a Tim. iiv 26. " They are in the fnare of the de- 
vil, and taken captive by him at his wilL** They 
cannot move out without the bounds of his jurifc 
diiSiion, more than the prifoner out of the dui*- 
geon. Ic is true, Satan keeps not all alike clofe, 
fome have the liberty of the form of godlinefe, on 
account of which ^ they reckon themfclves fecurc 
as td the goodnefs of iheifftate, and by thie delb- 
fion they are held the fafter in his hands. 

(4.) They are in a mod uncomfortable condition. 
If a perfon was in a palace as a prifon, it would 
be uncomfortable \ fzt more in this cafe, the pit 
wherein is no water has nothing to refrcih the foul, 
Zech. ix. II. ' It is true, moft natural men are 
ftupid, they confider it not j they are blind, and 
*they f<^ not the^ fliadow of death about them. 
But when once their eyes ai'e opened, there is no 
more reft for them there ; they cry, •« What fliall 
we do to be faved ?" They fee the filthy prifbn- 
,v garments of unmortified, unpardoned iins about 
them, which they can no longer \*rear at cafe. 
. The fcanty allowance' of the prifoner's diet, un- 
bleffed mercies, which can fetve for nothing but 
to keep in the wretched life till the d^iy of execu- 
tion. , ~ -- ' 

(5.) They 
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(5.) Tbey have no fecurity for. a moment's iafety; 
bat if their eyes were opened^ they would fee 
themfelves every moment in hazard of dropping 
into the pit^ of hell \ fee the natural man's cafe» 
Pfai. vii. 1 1.-— 16. He is ever (landing before 
God's bent bow, and ha^ nothing to fecure him 
for a moment from the drawing of it. He iseon^ 
demned alieady, and the fenteni^e is p^ft ; no d^y 
known for die execution, uncertain but every day 
tbe dead- warrant may be given cut againft hin% 
and he hd forth to execution. What can he fee 
to put it ofF^ but long abufed patience which >yiU 
wear out at length ? 

(6,) They ai« fo fecured, that they can never 
get away without fatisfa£lion for their debts aind 
crimes* There is no breakin]g this prifon. Sooner 
may bars of iron and gates of biafs be got over^ 
than a p'ifoner can get out of the (late of wratji 
withoitt fatisfying the demands of the law. And 
ihetefore the fmner will die in this prifonj if hp 
come not to Chrift. There is no getting o^t of 
this pit bat by the blood of the «cQvena|it. , . 

For the innprovement of this part of tlie fub- 
jc£b,— ^ ! Sirs, be concerned to bok to the ftatc of 
fin in this g^afs, and be ye di^ly afie£led witli it, 
as the mauer requires. Confider, (inner, where 
you are', and in what condition.—- Is the ftatc of 
fin a prifon'-ilate ? Then who are the men that 
walk at liberty i Is it not thefe whoie coniciences 
are purged by faith in Chrift, whofe guilt is re- 
moved, who walk after the Spirit, and lead a holy, 
heavenly, circum(pc£fc life ? Or is it thofe who, 
fcoming to be bound up to the rules of a holy walk, 
can ftretch d^r coniciences at their pkafurc, aiid 
tal^ to themfelves a fmful lil>erty, which otheis 
dare not for their fouls, who can laugh at thofe 
things for -^pribxch others moura, and follpw their 
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Icifts to the ruin, of their fouls ? Truly no.. All 
that finful liberty which thofe do take, and all the 
pleafures which they have' m it, is. but the rattlifig 
of the chains of l^c devil's prifoiicrs, - while ihey 
go up and down in their prifon. — Is the Itate of 
fin a ftate in which ye can quietly fleep another 
night ? It is ft Sodom on which fire and brim* 
ftone will come down. Hafte ye, and efcape for 
your life. Ah ! finner, canft thou be at eafe in a 
ftate of wrath ? The world, it. may be, fmiles 
upon thee 5 it may be that it frowns ; but what of 
either of thefe, while God is angry with thee 
every day? Thou haft perhaps fomething for 
many years fot thy body, it may be nothing ; but 
what fccurity haft thou for thy foul, when death 
(hall call th^e hence, thou knoweft not how foon ? 
— Is the work of converfion to God it flight 
bufmefs, about which perfons arc under fmall 
neceflity to trouble their heads? Surely it 
is a moft weighty bufinefs, which, if it be not 

^one, there is nothing at all done for- eternity. 
Let men in an JuncoiWerted. ftate put on what 
appearances of religion they will, : perform what 
duties they will, they are but dead works> wrought 

■ in Satan's prifon, and kave the worker in a^ 
(iate of death. Turn, turn ye, then, from your 
(Ins unto God, cry for regenerating- ffin<Eiify» 
ing grace, reft not till you get it.-r=-Will you not 
eagerly embrace the offer made you in the pro- 
clamation of opening the prifon to thefe that are 
bound ? Chrift is come to your prifon-door, of- 
fering by his blood and. Spirit to fet you free. 
Are you willing to come away ? or are yo^i fo 
in love with your prifon as not to care for deliver- 
ance.— We are, . * - 

'■ II. To mention the bands^ chains, and fetters, 

with 
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with which iiaconvcrted finners arc bound in. the 
prifon of a natural ftate. Thefe are twofoldi Gpd's 
and Satan's.-— There arc, 

I. Qpd's bands, for .they are his prifoners $iaii4 
Acfe are heavier than the heavieft irons ever were 
on prifoners ;' for, 

(i.) There are bands of guilt and the curfe on 
them all, by which the^ law binds them over to 
wrath, Gah iii. lo. Guilt is a bcHid binding over 
the (inner to deferved puniftiment. The curfe of 
the law devotes him to deffrudion. Thefe, worfe 
than, iron fetters, enter into the foul ; and while 
they lie on perfons, they cannot ftir out of the 
prifon, nor make their efcape. No fooner is the * 
foul awakened to feel them,, than it feels them 
heavier than can be borne. 

(2.) There are the bands of judicial hardacfs 
on fome. Thofe with whom the Lord has been 
long dealing, who will not h^ar, but harden them- 
ielves againft calls, warnings, and reproofs ^ many 
times the Lord judicially hardens them, makes 
hardnefs of heart their puniihment, as it is their 
Cn; recals the motions lof bis Spirit, Hof. iv. 17. 
<< Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone." 
He gives diem over, faying, << He that is unjuft, 
let him be unjuft (till ; and he which is (ilthy, let 
him jbe filthy ftiU," Ret. xiii. 1 1. ^ he gives them 
up to their own lu(b, Pfal. Ixxxi. 12. " So I g^ve 
them up unto their own hearts luft ; and they 
w;ilked in their own counfels ;'' and he gives them 
up to Satan to harden theni, 2. Cor. iv. 4. << He- 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, left the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift» 
who is the image of God, Ihould (bine unto them." 
So that under the moft foftening means they 
grow worfe and worfe, harder and harder, Ifa. vi., 
. Vol. IIL O ^ 9- 1^- 
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9. lo. Thefe aTe fear^l bands ; but befides tHefe . 
there are, * 

!2. The devil's bands, which he puts on bis pri* 
feners in their natural ftate, to fecure them, that 
fhey may not come out of it to Chif ift, mav* not be 
converted, may not be turned from their nns unt<y 
fk>cl. Thefe are many ; fuch as, 

(i.) The- band of prejudices. Thefe are fo 
.fixed on natural' men, that Jefus fays, Matth. xi. 6. 
** BkiTed is he whofoever fliall not be of^nc)^ 
in me." Satan drefles up religion and true bo- 
linefs in fuch a monftroiis (bape, that they are af« 
frighted at it, they cannot wifli it, they can never 
iet' a heart to it } and therefore they entertain 
Chrift's meflage, as Nabal did David's, i Sam. xxv. 
1 1 . < Shall we,' fay they, *give up with that pleafant 
or profitable way, in which we are, and betake 
ourfelves to a way that nluft needs be a continual 
wearinefs T This is a ftrong band, but when the^ 
. eyes are opened, aftd GodTs ways arc tried vin ear-» 
neft, it would break like an untwined thread : 
l*rov. iii. 17. <* Her ways are ways of pleafant* 
nefs, and all her paths arepeace.''^ Come and fee. 
— Tliere is, 

' (a.) The band ef ill company^ Satan does as the 
Romans did with fome of their prifoners, he binds 
bis prifoners together, fe that one helps to hold 
faft another, to their ruin : Prov. xiii. 20. •« A 
companion of fools Ihall be deftroyed." Thus thei^e 
are bundles of drunkards, fwearers. Sabbath pro* 
fahers, defpifers of what is good, worldliiig*, to^ 
whom the world is the chief good ^ and evtrf 
one of the bundle is a fhare to tl^e foul of smother. 
With an eye to this is the terrible fentence givea^ 
Matdi. xiii. 30. •< Gather ye tc^ether firft the 
tares^ and bind them in bundles to burn them."^ 
Tlierelbre is the gofpel-invitation, Prov. is. 5. 6. 
V «<Come» 
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^ Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled. For£ike the foolifh, anfl 
live, and go in the way of undcrftanc<ing."r— • 
There is, 

3* The b^nd of earthly-mindedneis* This held 
them fad who were bidden to the gofpel-fupper, 
Luke» xiv». i6. — ao. The wretched, world had 
ks bands on every one of them, fo that they could 
not fUr to come. They muft look to this and the 
other bufinefs, that they do not lofe their advan-* 
tage } and while the devil's fervant is thus bufy 
here and there^. looking well to tliis .and that, tho 
immortal foul, with the keeping. of whicl^ God 
charges him, is lod. The plt^fures of the world, 
like Syren fongs, arreft them Hke iron fetters co-* 
vered with Glk ^ thefe iecure them. The cares of 
the world, like a thicket, entangle them, they 
cannot get Icifure for them to mind their^ fouls ;i 
and the weaty caith ever tnterpofing betwixt them 
and the Sun of Righteoufnefs, they are thus kept 
in a dark prifon. — There is, 

4. The band of unbelief. This is fuch an one 
as uo lefs than the arm of the Lord can take off; 
Ifa. liii. I. " Who hath believed our report ? and 
to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ?" 
Men hear the word, but. they do not believe ' it j 
they believe not the dodirine of the gofpcl, they 
count it foolifhnefs, i Cor. i. 23^ The promifes 
they do not believe, they count them but fair 
words, and will not quit their certainty in a fmful 
coiirfe for the hope of them, Heb. iv. i. 2. 11. 
The thrcAtenings they cpnOdcr as mere fcarecrows, 
and in fpite of them promife themfelves peace : 
Deut. xxix. 19. << And it fhall come to pafs, when 
he heareth the words of this curfe, that he blcfs 
bimfelf in his heart, faying, I (hall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagin^jtion pf mine, heart. 
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to add ilrimkennefs to^thirft.*' They believe not 
their need of Chriftj and therefore they flight ^nd 
rejeft him.— There is, 

5. The band of flotlifulnefs. This tics down 
the'natutal man in his prifon-bed, faying, Prov. 
vi. lb. " Yet a little fleep, yet a little flumber^ a 
little folding of the- hands to fleep." It hangs fo 
heavy upon his legs, that he cannot move them 
in the way of God : Prov. xxvi. 13. " The floth- 
ful man faith, *There is a lion in the way/' « A 
lion is in the ftreets, yet his feet arefwift to evil," 
Ifa. Hx. 7. This band is fo heavy oift his head, 
tha:t he cannot lift up his eyes ; and on his hands, 
that he cannot lift them to his mouth for his foul's 
behoof : Prov. xxvi.. 15. « The flothful hidcth his 
hand in his bofom 5 it grieveth him to bring it a- 
gain to his mouth." This is a hellifh gulpfa on 
earth, that fwallows up conviftions, refolutions, 
motions of good, and the like. Tliey could be 
content to be better, if God would work with 
them as with flocks and ftones, which are at no 
pains for their own polifliing. They can fpcnd 
whole days, and even nights, for the world and for 
their lufts ; but to fpend a day, or a considerable 
part of a day, in clearing their accounts, and lay- 
ing down their meafiires for eternity, this is what 
they cannot be troubled with. — There is, 

6. The band of delays. This held Felix faft, 
when the reft of the bands on him were like to 
give way, Adls, xxiv. 25. When trembling un- 
der Paul's preaching, he faid, " Go thy way for 
this time ; when I have a more convenient feafon, 
I will call for thee." The prifoners, many of them, 
are not refolved not to come out, oniy they put 
it oflr', refolving'to do it afterwards. The young 
put it off till they be old, the old till death come 
to their bed-fide. Some make one refolution, and 

• fome 
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fome another, to turn to the Lord ;* and though 
the time comes which they had fer, yet they ftiU 

^ put it off again to another time ; and fo on» tiU 
death comes ^t length, and fweeps tlwm o0^, ere 
they have power to execute their good purpofes.—- 
There is, 

7. The band of dekfion : Ifa^ xKv. 20. « He 
feedeth on afhes ; a deceived heart hath turned 
him aiide, that he cannot deliver his foul, nor fay, 
Is there not a lie in my righlr-hand ?" — ^They arc 
under a fearful delufion as to their (late, like Lao- 
dicea. Rev. iii. 17. " Becaufe thou fayed, I am 
rich, and increafed in goods, and have need of 
nothing ; and knoweft not that thou art wretched,, 
and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked.'' 

« As one is refufcd admtfTion by ipiftake, fo Chrift 
TS often kept at the door \ for the poor deluded 
(inner thinks he is in already. — They abide faft in 
the g^ll of bitternefs, beCaufe they imagme them* 
felves to be got out of it already. They remain 
unconverted, becaufe they reckon themfelves al« 
•eady converted. This is a moft dangerous cafe, 
U'hich'fhoutd ftir us all up to an impartial exami-^ 
nation of our ftate : Ifa. 1. 11. " Behold, all ye 
that kindle a fire, that compafs yourfelves about 
with fparks : waik in. the light of your fire, and in 
the fparks which you have kindled. This ye fhalL 
have of mine hand, ye fliall lie d!own in forrow."* 
—There is, 

Laftlf, The band -of divers lufts : 2 Tim. iii. (5.. 
*' Laden with fih^ led awjajr, with, dirers lufts.'*' 
They are laden with them, ^s ever a prifoner was, 
with irons, fo that by them Satan holds them faft. 
Unmortified lufts crawl up and down, preying oti 
th^ir ibuls, and k^c^ing them in a ftate of death... 
!lliey hang about them, crying, Give, give, fo 
Ikai they vk^ get nothing dbne to purp^fe lor etes* 
Q 3 . citji. 
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^ nity. And fo many unmortified lufts as there ate 
about a man^ Satan has fo many handles to hcid 
himbv. A luft of covetoufnefs, of pride, fcnfuality, 
and toe like, MriU hold a man fail. 

This part of the fubjeA naay be improved in an 
ufe of lamentation. 

This is a lamentation, and may be for a lamen- 
tation, over all the uifconverted,*as bound men in 
the prifon of a natural ftate. Thou art little con- 
cerned with it, but the mifery of the cafc*^defervcs 
tears of _blood. For — thou art laid up in cuftody 
at the inflance of God's law and juftice, as a.debt* 
or and criminal. As a debtor, thou (halt not be 
let out till thou haft paid the utmoft farthing. 
But, alas ! thou haft nothing wherewith to pay; 
men and angels cannot help. thee ; their united 
ftock is not fufficient to pay off the debt of &d. 
As a criminal^ thou canft not be let out, till thou 
abide thy trial ; and terrible will it be whenever 
God calls thee to it ; when thy indi£lment is read, 
and thou art tried for thy life according to law, 
what canft thou fay ? thy crimes are undeniabkip 
-^Thou canft not get out by force or fraud, flight 
or might. Thou art God's prifoner, as the of- 
fended party. What canft thou do or fay that is 
not known to him who fees all things ? Whither 
canft thou flee, where his hand will not find thee * 
but. — Thou art Satan's prifoner as thy jailor. He 
has malice enough to prompt him to watch and 
keep thee, power enough to hold thee ftill. His 
iron-bands and chains are upon thee- in the prifon- 
houfe, how canft thou efcape ? Look to the bands 
on thee in the prifon 9 look on them^ and mourn, 
and lament thy cafe. There are bands on theet>f 
God'§ layine on, and w}io but he tl^en can take 
them off ? .K>r he {hutt€£h, and no man can open^ 
Rer. liL 7. Thou art bound under ihe curfe of 

the 



d by Google^ 



TO THE PRISONERS. l6j 

the law, and God has bound thee ; to whom canft 
thou 9ppiy to loofe th^ ? If men lay on bauds, 
God can loofc the prifoner, whether they will or 
not: «Thc Lord loofeth the prifoners,** Pfal. 
cxlvi. 7. But if God lay on^the bands, the whole 
creation may ftand and commiferate the prifoner. 
They may drop a tear, but neither angels nor men 
can loofe him. There are bands on thee of Satan's 
laying on ; and thefe muft be fad ones which are 
laid on by that hand* Ij[e xs the llrong man ; it 
malt be a ftronger than he who can loofe them ; 
this is beyond thy reach. Thou doft not feel 
God's bands, but walked lightly under them. 
Thou entertained and taked a pleafure in Satan's 
chains, in your company, (inful pleafures, and 
the like. This makes thy cfcape the more hope- 
leis ; while thou rejoiced in thine iron fetters, as 
if they were chains of gold, it is an evidence that 
thou <irt befide thyfelf.— Finally, Thefe bands will 
infallit>ly fecure thy ruin, if thou be not loofed in 
time^ thou wilt die in the prifon, if thou be not 
timeoufly brought out. There is but one dep b^e- 
twixt thee and death, eternal death. If thod die 
in the prifon of an unconverted date, thou wilt 
go to the prifon of hell, where the prifoners are 
kept without hope of any releafe. 

This being the cafe, fee to yourfelves in time, 
Q prifoners of hope ! Labour to be loofed from ^ 
your bands, that you die not in the pit. — ^To fuch ^ 
I would offer the following Advices. 

T. Awake, and feel the weight of the bands on 
th^ ; there is no hope of thv deliverance while 
thou walked lightly under them. Mourn over 
your guilt, your unbelief, aad long for deliver- 
ance. 

2, Put your cafe in the hand of the great Cau- 
tioner, who. is willing and hWc to relieve you, 
' Employ 
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Employ the Advocate, who will certainly carry the ' 
plea in your favour. lie will iK>t do as the butler 
who^ forgot Jofcph, though employed to ufe his 
intcreft to bring him out of priibn 5. but by &c 
blood of his covenant Jefus will deliver you. 

3, Give in your petition to your Jucjge : . Job, 
IX. 15. *< I would,** fays Job, «* make my fuppli^ 
cation to my Judge/* Pray, pray, ye prayerkls 
perfons ; pray every day, pray always, ye wha 
pray only now an'd then v a (ign that ye have to be- 
gin this exercife, to pray to purpofe. Pray fe- 
rioufly^ fervently, importunately, ye that are for* 
mal In prayer. Tour life lies at ftake ;* there is. 
no time to triffe. 

4, Haften your trial,, that your 'plea, may be 
heard before a throne of grace j for if you raifs 
that tribunal, it wiU come before another at death 
and judgement, when it will be impoffible for yoa 
to (land. There are two tribunals for fuch pri- 
feners, — the tribunal of mercy and erace, and the 

tribunal of juftice There is, the tribunal of 

mercy and grace, to which the finncr is brought 
m the work of converfion, in time, in this wend,. 
Hither the eleft prifoner is brought, and ftands 
ttembling, while other prifoners li< ftill in the 
prifpn, jovial and eafy. Here he is^accufed^ con- 
viflcd, and condemned ; he fubfciibes to the c- 
<juity of the fentence -, but, by the ptovifion made 
in this court fqc criminal, he comes off acquitted 
from the fentence of death, t6 ret«rn to the prifea 

no morq ^There is the tribunal of juftice, to 

which the finneir is brought at death and the iaft 
day. Here the prifoner, in his natural ftate, is 
lifted, accufed, eonvided, and condemned with- 
out remedy: Matth. xxii. 13. <* Then faid the 
king to the fervants. Bind him (that wants the 
w^diog-garment) hand and foot| and tahe himt 

* awayi 
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away, and caft him into utter darknefs ; there 
ihall be weeping and gnafliing of teeth." And 
frofli hence he ist fent into the prifon of hell. At 
the one or the other of thcfe tribunals, all the pri- 
foners muft appear for their trial. To the fiift, I 
would have you to h^ften your caufe ; for it has 
advantages which the other has not. In the firft, 
the law is fubfervient to the gofpel, and condemns, 
to make the (inner flee to the Mediator : GaL iii. 
24. •* Wherefore the law was our fchoolmafter to 
bring us unto Chrift, that we might be juftified 
by faith.'^ In the fecond, the law condemns, to 
make the finner's cafe ablblutely hopelefs. The 
one makes the (inner (ick unto life and everhfting 
health, tlie other to death. At the one, a perfon 
' may have the advantage of a Surety to undertake 
for his debt, of an Advocate <o plead for him, i 
John, ii. I. «« If any man (in, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for our (ins." He never 
fails to bring his client's caufe to a comfortably 
i(ru6. But at the other, there is no Cautioner, no 
Advocate ; the prifoner muft ad all for himfclf ; 
yea, the Cautioner and Advocate is judge to con* 
dcmn him.— Finally, at the one, there is a covert 
of blood for the condemned man to flee under, 
where the fentence of death cannot take e(Fe£t, 
There are horns of an altar, from which juilice 
cannot take him, and a city of refuge, where he 
(hall be fafe. But none of thefe are to be had at 
the other ; therefore haite the trial. W e now 
proceed, 

III. To confides the darknefs and blindne(s of 
the prifoners in a natural ftate. Here it will be 
nece^ry to-^atlend to three things. Firft^ The 
nature of this bltndnefs. Secondly^ The kinds of 

it 
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it incident to thefc prifoners. - And, thirdly^ The 
effe£b of it upon them. -^ Let us attend, 

t'irftf To fhc nature of this bliadnefs. And 
here we may obferve* that it is a fptritual, and 
not a bodily defed. Though they have their eyes 
in their heads, their poor foUls are fuU of dark- 
nefs : Eph. v. 8. *< Ye were fometimes darknefs/' 
. Though they may have a natural and literal know- 
ledge of fpiritual things, yet they want the fpiri- 
tuai and faving light of life : i Cor. ii. 14. " The 
fiaturai man receivedi not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are fooUihncfs unto him \ neither 
can he know diem, becaufe they are fpiritually dif- 
cemed." How manifeftly are thefe diftinguiihed ! 
Though they have the knowledge of the hiftory .of 
tiiefe ditngs, yet they arc ftrang)ers to the myftery 
of dtein. Thus it is Jaid, Deut. xxix. 4. " Yet 
the Lord hath not given you an heart to perceive, 
and eyes to fee, and ears to hear, unto this day.^' 

, «,* Again, it is total bKodnefs. They are hot only 
4ark, but darkhtfe itfelf, Eph. v. 8. ^ There is i$ot 
ihe lead gieam of faving light in their fouls ; they 
are ;ibfoliite ftrangers to, and unacquainted with 
God in Chrift. ^fheir fervice in religion is to an 
unknown God. They know not Chrift ; there ^s 
a tranfcendent glory in him, but they cannot per- 
ceive it. They are ftrangers to themfelves ; they 
are wretched and.miferable, but know it not. Rev. 
iii. 1 7. They fee not their fins in their own ugly 
colours, in their natural deformity. — Let us, 

Bec&ndlyy Attend to the kinds of blii>dnefe inci— 
dent to thefe prifoners. There is— a natural blind- 
nefs common to all of them. All Adam's children 
are born blind : Ro^. iii. 1 1. " There is none 
I that underftandeth, there is none that feeketh af- 
ter God." Our mihds naturally are void of faving 

^ light, we have loft faving knowledge, with' other 

parts 
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parts of God's image. 'Hence, whenever grace 
opens the eyes, people are as it were 1>rougbt into 
a new world, fteing things they never faw before, 
and feeing them in that manner in which they never 
&w them before.--^ Again, There is an acquired 
Uindnefs, which they procure to diemfelves ; Ephw 
IT. 18. ^ Having the understanding darkened, be- 
ing alienated from the Kfe of God through the 
ignorance that 19 in them, becaufe of the blin^ 
ncfs of their heart." The power and prevalence 
of lufts blind them more and more to the tru^in* 
terefl of their fouls. The light (hines about them^ 
but they hate it ; it glaiices in their faces from 
the word and providence, but ihey (hut their eyes, 
and will not let it in : Ifa. xxvi. 11, ** Lord, when 
thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee." They 
by this means ilrengthen their difeafes ; and the 
longer they continue in it, there is the lefs hope, 
-—finally, There is a iudicia} blindn^fs : Ifa. vi.p. 
10. « And he faicT, Go and tell this people, hear 

^e indeed, but underftand not ; and fee ye indeed, 
ut perceive not. Make the heart erf this ptapie - 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and (hut their 
«yes.'' They rd>cl againft the light, they abufe 
thai fight wmch they Inive, they will not open their 
^es to clear tight, and God judicialty (huts them. 
He withdraws the common influence ^f his Spirit 
from them, and they are infatuated, fo that they 
cannot fee their ovim true inteTe(t, but ad; as feols 
^nd madmen in matters of thegreatcft tmportaneo. 
They are ^ delivered over to a reprobate mnid, to 
do^tnofc things which are not convenicttt," Rpnt. 
i. 28. They ate alfo delivered to Satan, who, as 
the executioner of ju(Kce, binds them more and 
more : a Cor. iv. 4. « He Winds the minds ef 
them that believe not.*' — We arc to ^rttend, 
TbtnUjf Tf iltMt cffedt of dxis Uiadtte& on the 

prifoners. • 
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prifoners. Thefe are many: I^nendon the ioU 
lowing— There is, 

1. A fituation truly uncomfortable and piteous. 
They are fitting in darknefs, and in the region and 
fhadowof death, Matth. ir. 16. What a melan- 
choly cafe were the Egyptians in during the three 
days darknefs, while the Ifraelites had light in all 
their dwellings ! It was among the laft and wdrft of 
their plagues« Surely light is.fweet ; and the more 
excellent, the light is, it muft be the fadder to be 
deprived of it.. The light of God's grace and fa- 
vour is the moft excellent light, and therefore 
heaven is called light, and heU is darknefs, utter 
darknefs ; no gleam of comfort in hell. A natural 
ftate is the fuburbs of hell, and no real comfort in 
this condition, but a polEbility of help. There- 
fore the faints pity them, as in a moft piteous con- 
dition. Jerufalem's cafe drew tears from our Sa- 
viour's eyes, Luke, xix. 41. 42.— —There is,- 

2. Unacquaintednefs with their own ftate of 
finfulnefs and mifery. Rev. iiL 1 7. — ^Their mifery*, 
they are blind, they fee not the hazard they are 
in of dropping every ipoment into the pit. The 
meflengers of death are approaching them, the 
fword of juftice is hanging over their heads, figns 
of approaching ruin are on them and about them ; 
others fee it, but not themfelves : Hof. vii. 9. 
«» Strangers have devoured his ftrength, and he 
knoweth it not y yea, gray hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth it not.'' The pro^gal 
never faw his ftarving condition, till he came to 
himfelf, Luke, xv. 1 7. — ^Thcir fmfulncfe alfo ; of 
this tliey are ignorant : Rom. vii. 9. ** For I was 
alive without the law once ^ but when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and I died." As 
in a houie, the motes flying .thick there are not 
perceived- till the fun-beams enlight^ it ; fo, till 

the 
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ix Lord open the eyes of the blinded finner, bp 
fees not thofe fwarms-of living lufts' which are 
preying oa bis dead foul, the innumerable dvils 
which compiifs him about, thofe multiplied pieces 
of guilt which are binding him over to deftru£tion, 

3* They are eafily enfnared and 4^c^hred4n mat* 
tcrs of the grated concern. Our r.ord Jefus pro- 
nounces a woe to the world becaufe of oflencesy 
Match, xviii. 7. becaufe ftumbling-blocks laid be* 
before the blind caniiot but have moil pertiicious 
cffcfts. The world is fuU of fnares laid by Sa^a 
and his inftruments ; and the blindnefh of the mind 
expofesxnen'to the utmoft hazard by t^^cm. How 
eafily are they cheated out of their greateft intercfts 
for another world, and made to hug a fliadow ia- 
(lead of the Jubilance, and embrace a fcorpion in* 
ftead of a fiftf, and ilones infteud of bread j becaufe^ 
though they be eagle-eyed in the things of time, 
they are like bats and owls as to the light of life# 
Like EfaUj for one ioaorfel of meat they fell this 
birtb-right, Heb. xii. 16. 

4. They get no gopd of the light of the gofpel, 
but ftumbie. at noon-day, as in the dark. They 
receive this grace in vain. ^The night and day ar^ 
alike to the blind, winter and fpring to the dead 
tree. And hence men . live under the gofpel as 
loofely, profanely, and carelefsly, as if they were 
living in the dark comers of the earth. The lighif 
of the gofpel, like a ihiqing fun, has arifea,.teach- 
iDg us, that, << denying ungddlinefs and worldly 
lulls, we fhould« live foberly, righceouily, . and 
godlily, in this prefent world," Titus, u. x2. h\xt 
inftead of going like men to their proper work^ 
they like wild beafts go to their dtnsy and lie a( 
eafe, neither working oui their own falvatiou, nor 
doing any good to others. The light is fet up to 
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Ihein^ but thek worfcs zvt wsevbi of dtarkae&r and 
fb they hate the light. 

f. They are prtcipitating diemfelwg into the 
ntmok hazard to their feiil% without fear : PfaK 
UKvk f . " The tranfgreffion of the widedd faitit 
tidtMA iny heait, that there ib no fcarof €k>d be- 
fytt hh eyea.** Vhfw £6arlefely do men vcmmm 
Ae«ifelves kito the forbidden ground) mik in die 
way of (lit on the fword-pokit o£ juftioe : Jef&na^ 
inXt. 6i ^I hearkened, and heard, bvt diey ^ako 
not- aright } no men repented him of his wk^eA* 
ftefe^ Pitying, What hai>e I done I everv one fufti^i 
#ito hia Gourfe^ aa the hovfe luflMn inaa tkt 
battle." They drink up iniquity aa die en tlio 
#ater, being in that cafe aa blind men drinking up 
»eup ot poifon, wfaich tiiey.know not to be fodk 
-^There ia, 

6^ Beep feeurity in- the mod dangerous oendt- 
lion, as not feeing what is before them. They 
go on in their courfes, as the finnera did brfoio 
the flood, Matth. xxiv. 38. They are eipofed 
tvery day to the utmoft faasard, yet. t&ey are fe- 
tore. They ftand before God's bent bow, aa* a 
inark to his arrows^ yet they are at eafe. Wrath 
is purfuing them, yet they are not ^coneemed to 
Ike from the wrath to oome. They are jovial 
ii^hile about dte pit's mouth, and even though thef 
are in hazard every moment of falling into it. 

Jbqfify, Tb fum up all in a word, »is biindnoft 
nh die whole man ia heart andlife widitlarkn^ 
ted confufion : Mattb. vi. 23. « But if thine ey^t 
Ite evil, thy whole body ihaiS be full of dsMrimefe | 
tf, therefore, the light that is in thee be dariineft^ 
flow great ia that darkneftl" A peribn can d« 
)M)thin^ wliieh is good in diis cafe> he lies open to 
iall evil bodi of fin and mifery . And this darkne% 
vnremovedj will m^e way for eternal ilarkneft. 

Having, 
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Havingj as we proceeded, made fome praj^ical 
improvement, in conclufion, we (hall only exhort 
you, 

1. To be convinced of this your natural dark- 
nefs 5 believe it frpm the Lord's word, and believe 
your hazard from it, though otherwife ye do not 
lee it. 

2. See yuur^eed of Chrift to open your eyes* 
Pray for the Spirit i iky, with the blind man, 
•• Lord, that mine eyes may be opened." 

La/i/y, From what has been faid on the feveral 
pans of Chrift's commiilion with refped to natu« 
ral men, uficonverted (hfners may get a broad view 
of their mifery. Te are Satan's captives, yea, 
prifoners, God's prifoners, the devil's prifoncrs, 
prifoners in bands, and blinded prifoners. Se 
deeply affedled with your condition, and be per- 
fuaded, as prifoners of hope, to turn to your 
ftrong-holds, while you have accefs to them. — 
Wh^e it is ealied ti>-<lay, havdfrn not jqult txearip, 
but hearken to his^dice, prociaimiBg tbat he U 
* anointed to open the prifon to them that are 
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TH£ SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



SERMON LV. 



Isi. Ixic l.^^And the opening of the prtfon io them, 
that 0re bound. 



.TTAviNG attended to, the firft doiftrinal point 
XJL on this fubjcd, we now go on to ^ 

DocT. 11. That, by open proclamation in thego* 
fpel, Jefus offers to prifoners in a natural ftate, 
an opening of their eyes, a loofing of their 
bands, and a bringing them out of their pri- 
fons. 

We (hall ilhiftrate the different parts of this 
dodrine, under the following heads. 

L We fhall fhew, that Chrift offers to fuch an 
opening of their eyes, the recovery of their fpiri- 
tual fight, and to bring them from darknefa unto 
light. 

II. We fhall fhew how Chrifl takes off^the de- 
virs bands from thefe prifoners« 

III. We 
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m. "Wc fliall (hew, that Chrift ofifer« to prlfoiK 
-era in a natural ftate, an opening of their prifens^ 
and a bringing them out of thefe. 

The improvement of each will be added as wc 
proc ee ds — -We are then, 

I. To flicw, that Chrift ofiers to prlfoncrs in a 
natural ftate, an opening of their eyes, the reco- 
very of their (piritual fight, and fo to bring thfcm 
from darknefs unto Kght, 

What, do fuch fey, is in this ofier ? Certain it 
is that faving ilbmination is hereby offered to you : 
Rev. iii. 18. «< I counfel thee,** fays he, " to a* 
noint thine eyes with eye-falve, that thou maycft 
fee.** This is a glorious and moft neceflary bene- 
fit, a thoiifand times more necefTary than bght to 
dibfc wio are naturally blind. The unrenewed 
world lie in daticnefs, they will not, they cannot 
fee. There is a long and dark night upon them. 
Ourift oflfers to bring a morning unto their fouls, 
to make the day-ftar arife there ; yea, th^ Sun of 
righteoufnefs to fiune there. ' There Is a thick mfft 
about you, fo that you cannot ike your way, but 
fpend your life in endlefs wanderings among 
deep pits. He will, by Ae fpirit of Ws mouthy 
difpel it, and make Hght to arife up, that ye may 
fee dearly about you. Your eyes arc clouded and 
blinded : he will majce the fcales to fall off fropoi 
them J and this will give you a threefold fight.— 
There is, 

1 . A fad and mefenchely fight, the faddeft ever 
you faw, which wiH rtial^e the fighteft heart among 
us all heavy ; and this is a ught of yourfelves 
in your univerfel finfulnefs and defilement. This 
pricked FauPs hearers to the heart, A£ks, ii. 37* 
ItftruckPaul with thcpaknefs ofdeath-, for "I was 
jAitc^ -hiA he, <♦ without the law once i but whtn 
P3 the 
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the conunandment came, O^revivcd, a^^I dif d,*^ 
Rom. vii. p. Men naturaliy are ftrangers Xp 
thcmfelves, but when the prifoner's eyes are open- 
ed, he gets a broad vie w^*of his finful felf. He 
fees a corrupt nature, from vi^hich no good caa 
come; averfe to good, and prone to evil ; not to 
be; changed, but by a miracle of grace : Rom. vii. 
24. " O wretched man that I am ! who fliall de- 
liver me from the body of this de^th ?" He fee* 
a corrupt, defperatcly wicked heart : " The heart is 
deceitrul^bove all things, and defperately wicked \ 
who can know it ?", Jcr. xvii. 9, ^There is an 
emptinefs. of all good ; a fulnefs of all evil,, the 
/ feed and root of juJ abominations which arc done 
in the worlds living Ipfls of all kinds, like fo many 
vermin in tlieir ijelt, Mark, vii. 21.; a conti- 
inuai Acam of .aflua). fmning and lulling, arifmg 
from hence'on die (team of a dunghill. — Further^ 
j[ic fees a fn\ful lif^^arid coi^verfatioxt, woven into 
one cpnfipued piece of fin, where the parts fomc- 
tin e ; tl>PjUg^ht good will , appear even black as^ 
ht.il, like, ttTc ruil \ unclean lips, all over defiled 
wirh'vani^^y or vilenefs ; an unclean life, which 
is unfruitful ami unprofitable for God and for 
th^ mfclves ; full qf fms againft tjie holy law of 
God, committed againft much light and love, as 
well as checks by wore! and, providence, &c. 
"W lien the Lord comes to the prifoner, and opens 
his eyes, tie takes, him and leads him through his 
heart and life ; then what a fad fight docs he get ! 
. the 1 1 w ill he cry, as ip Job, xl. 4, " Behold, 1 am 
viK : What (hall I anfwer thee ? I .will lay mine 
hand upon my n.o,uth/* Then is accomplifhed 
thefe woTcis « hine own vtickednefs (hall Correfl; 
thee, ai»d thy backflldings'.fhall reprove thee: 
. know ti»u'vfore, and lee ihac it is an evil thing 
'^and a bitter that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy 
^ God, 
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Godf and that my. fear is not in thc^^ faith the 
.Lord of hofts," Jer, ii. 19. — ^Therc is, ^ 

. 2. A terrible and frightful fight, which wiHl 

.make the ftouteft hc^rt to tremble, fo^that. th^jr 

ihall fay, as Mofes did at the burning mount,," J 

exceedingly fear and quake»". And this fight is 

threefold. — ^There is a fight of an abfolute ;God, 

in the glory of his holinefs and juftice, Lev, x. 3. 

Men's eye^^ are naturally with-held, fo that they 

fee not what a God they have to do with, . Pfal. 

1.21. They think he is altogether fuch an one as 

. thcmfelves ; but fays he, *^ I will reprove , thee, 

.»and fet them (your fins) in order before you.'* 

.When their eyes are opened, they are cured of 

^heir fatal mittake : Habbak* i. 13. " Thou art (}f 

.purer eyes^than to behold evil, and canil not look 

on iniquity." They fee him on a throne of juftice, 

. angry with the wicked every day ; a hater qf 

every fin, a fevere avenger of fin from the leaft 

to the greateft, with whom no fin is accounted a 

fmall thing. There is a, fiery ftream iffuing out 

of his mouth, to devour his adverfaries, as enga- 

. ged, by his word and nature, to magnify the law 

and make it honourable. This terrible fight will 

give the finner experience ^of the pfalmift's cafe, 

Pfal Ixxiii. 3. <' I remembered God, arid was 

troubled : I complained, and. my fpirit was ovei- 

whelmed ;" and hence make his heart cry out 

withip him, as in Ifa. xxxiii. 14. " Who among 

us fhall dwell . with devouring .fire ? W ho a- 

mong us fhall dwell with everlafting burnings ?'* 

--Again, he gets a fight of the fiery law in its 

abfolute purity, exteiifivVnefs, and leverity : Rom. 

vii. 9. « Fdt I was alive without the law once;; 

. but when the commandment came, Xw revived, 

and I died.'* ITie Jaw, to the blinded, finner>, is 

lib? a. looking-glais covered over with duft, m 

• which 
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■WhiA'the man never fees Ac trueihadowof liim« 
felf. But when the finner*s eye* are opened, the 
^ladfs is mbbed clean, and !&ines bright, to hia 
terror and aftontfhment. Tlien it dncorers ihc' 
tiamnable nature of fome things he thought good, 
the hcinoufnefs of what he reckoned fmall faults, 
•and makes all his fins greater than erer he thought 
them. He fees the threats and curfes of the law, 
»io more as fcarecrows, or as the (hadows of the 
mountains, but more fure than heaven or earth 
to have their tfFcfk. And then one word of k 
will go deeper with him, than a thoirfand tiied po 
do.-.-Further, he gets a fight of himfclf, in Tits 
miferable, loft, and undone eftate. Like the pro- 
digal, he comes to htmfelf, and fees that he is 
-periftiing ^ith hunger. He fees hhnfdf to he 
Ttrrncd, to be a fclf-deftroyer 5 a dead man in law, 
,^evoted to dcftruftion by the cnrfc of the law ^ 
•under fentencc of cftcmal dcafli, pronounced \yj 
the Judge of aB, and rqgrftcrcd in the Bible ; 'bouqd 
•with the thrcatenings of the law. as fp many cprds 
of death ; and withal, uttedy tmable to extri- 
cate himfelf ottt cff this gulph of fin and mifery : 
Rom. V. 6. *« For when we were yet "without 
ftrengdi, in di^ctime CJnift dicdforthciingodliF/* 

23. They get a comforting and hcart-reymiw 
ht, the tnoft cptnfortable ^cy ever faw, vWcfi 
11 jnakc the moft heavy heart joyful. And this 
is a light of Chrlft in tJie ^ory of hi^ Mediatory 
ofiice : Ifa. nxxin, 17. •« THdne eyes AaB fee the 
King in his beauty^ they ihaH ^ehc/ld the land 
that is very far dS*' Thtj Tec Je&s ftandmg — as 
a ftophet, difcovcring thofe ilboughts of love, 
whicfh were from eternity in the brcjft of OhrHlfs 
jWief,towaTdthefeprifoncTs,— StancjingasaPrieft 
as he lia4 'been Hain^ at the Father's tigbt haa4> 

nfunttng 
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making interceffion for the prifoner's freedom.— 
And as a King, having the fdvereign command of 
life and death, and having the keys of the prifon 
in his hand, to take out; tlie prifoner when he will- 
O glorious fighc for the prifoners ! when their 
eyes arc opened. It is a threefold fight. — ^It is a 
fight of the tranfcendant excellency and lovelincfs 
of Jefus, Ifa. xxxiii. 17, (quoted above.) While 
the prifoner lay in darknefs, he was ready to fay 
to every lover of Chrift, « What is thy beloved 
more than another beloved ?" Cant. v. 9. There 
was then to him more glory in a vain world, in 
the luft of the eye and the pride of life, than ia 
Chrift. But now that his eyes are opened, he 
fees a glory in him, which darkens all created ex- 
cellency, as the rifing fun makes the ftars to hide 
their heads. He appears now as the pearl of great 
price, Matth. xiii. 46. All the perfections of the 
diviiie glory (hlne forth jln him; thefe appear in the 
face of Chrift, as In a glafs, of which the prifoner 
now gets a view. And then none but Chrift for 
him : Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. " Whoai have I in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none upon earth that I de^ 
fire befide thee." — Again, he gets a fight of hif 
fulnefs for, and fuitablenefs to the cafe of the prir 
foner. Like the prodigal, Luke, xv. 17. he fees 
that in his father's houfe there is bread enough and 
to fpare. He fees then that he ^ecds look to no 
other quarter for help 5 that there is an all-fufficient 
fulnefs of it in Chrift. Dotfs the prifoner cotifider 
his vaft debts ? Chrift is a cautioner, a mighty one^ 
Does he confider his crimes ? Chrift died to (ati&- 
fy for them. He has power over the jailor, and 
can bind the ftrpjjg man, loofe and bring out the 
prifoner. Is. h^ defile^iin his prifon-garmcnts i 
Chrift has white raiment t;o. put op him, in ;ex^ 
change for* thefe. Are there iron gates in tKe 

way i 
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wzji ye») irons on the prifefier's legs f Hehreadcs 
tfie bare of ii^oii, and brings out the prifoaer.-^^ 
Once more, he gets a fight of the williTignefe and 
ireadinefs of Chrift to communicate of his fulneft: 
Hcb. iv, 15. id. " For wc have not an high 
prieft yfho cannot be touched with the feeling of 
OUT infiraiities ; but was in^li points tompted Jike 
fts "we are, yet without fin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may dbtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of i^ecd."^ 
He now fees the truth and reality of gofpel4nvi« 
ta'tions and promifes, that they xe not only kat- 
ifi^rds, aslie fometime diought them, "but fiire and 
tried words : Pfal. xik 6. ^ The wmls 4if dit 
Lord are pwre words; as &fVGr UkA i« a funKMie 
tt eardi) pvrtfied feveti wae$*^\ Tld$VMre» Alt 
feinting' heart> is ^x greaft e^rdial (or aim! nsadf 
to perifli ; fo that the prifoner refelves So dentin? 
iSnyfelf, and hy)iisi«<kcik weight 4m ^gkmut 
2^6iivever* 

Before leaving this head, k may-be of import* 
tttce to inquire) what ground the blinded pri*. 
Ibner has to reft upon and embrace this offer in 
tf)€ proclamation of the ga^el ?---A8 to this we 
tibferve, 

1. That Acre is nothing offered but what our 
liOrd can perform and make good : Numb. xxiS* 
tp. " God is not a man that he (hould lie ; nei- 
%he ion of man that he flionld repent : hoflli he faid, 
ttnd (ha^l not he do it f or hath he i^yoken) and fiiafl 
*e not mdk-e it good V* Jefus is the tr«e light, the 
iight of the world *, the ftar that came out of jFsH 
rob, Num. XKiv. 17.; the bright and morniiii 
ftar, which puts an end to the dark night iti tte 
foul, Rev. srxii. i<$. ; tbe fun ef righteoufnef^ 
Hbd. iv. z. He has a fulnefs ef the Ipirit of light 
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IttluxD, to communicate to dark fouls> Rev. iii. u 

2, That there is nothing offered but what he 
has already performed in the experience of thou«- 
fandsy who have been Satan's clofe prifoners as 
well a9 you : Ifa. xxxv. 4. 5.. 6. *^ He will come 
and (ave you. Xben the eyes of the blind ihall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf ihall,be unftop^ 
ged :'Then the lame man (hall leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dutah Gng : for in the wilr 
demefs ihall waters break out, and ftreams in the 
deiart." Paul was ^ blind Pharifce, but O how 
wondevfully were his eyes opened ! There have 
been dxany who were as flupid, fecure, and blind 
a« 9tajf wiiom the day-fpring from on high hath 
Tifited i who fat in darknefs, but are now turned 
from'darknefs unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God* — We obferve, 

}• That there is nothing propofed to us but 
wliathe has his Father's commiflion to offer and 
make good : Ifa. xlix. 6* << And he (aid. It is a 
light thing thajt thou (houldeft be my fervant, to 
cuie op the tribes of Jacob, and to reftore the 
prcfeived of Ifrael : I will alfo give thee for a light 
Do the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be my falvatiom 
to the ends of the earth." Ver. 9. " That thou 
mayeft fay to the prifoners. Go forth ; to them 
that are in darknefs. Shew yourfelves. They ihall 
feed in tlieir ways, and their paftures ihall be in 
ail high places." Again, to the fame purport, fee 
Ifa. xlii. 6. 7. And therefore his oomiug into 
the world is compared to the day-fpring, Luke, i. 
76. which comes at its appointed timie.-*»We ob^ 
fcrrc, 

4. That what is offered, is offered to you. Tte 
are all comprehended in the proclamation : Ifa. lv% 
i^ << li» 1 every one that thi^eth, come ye to th« 

waters,** 
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Waters." ' Whatever be your cafe, though you be 
in the innermoft room of Satan's prifon in the 
World, ye are men, ye are fons of men : Prov. yiii. 
4. « Unto yon, O men ! do I call, and my voice is 
to the fons of men." And the offer is very par- 
ticular, Eph. v. 14. <* Awake, thou that .fleepeft, 
and arife from the dead, and Chrift fhall give thee 
light."— We obferve, 

' 5. That there is the greatcft reality, truth,' and 
fincerity in the offer : ReV. iii. 14. " Thefe things 
faith the Amen, the faithful and true Witnefs, the 
beginning of the creation of God." Never one 
embraced this offer who was refufed. It grieves 
his Spirit that finners do not fall in with it. He 
wept over Jerufalem for this ; and he has loft no 
bowels of companion by going to heaven. - 

This part of the fubjeft we would improve, by 
urging you to embrace the offbred light, the faving 
illumination proclaimed in the gofpel ; and to come 
to Chrift with this errand, That your eyes may be 
opened. And here I would exhort you to the 
following things. 

Be convinced of your natural darknefs and 
blindnefs in the things of God. Say not, with the. 
Pharifees, Are we blind alfo ? The lefs thou feeft 
t)f this darknefs about thee^ the greater is the 
darknefs upon thee. The beft fee but in part, 
and moft men fee none at all in a faving manner. 
—Love not darknefs: John, iii. tp. " And this 
is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darknefs rather than light, 
becaufe their deeds are evil." As the owl loves 
,not the ftvining fun, fo.men wedded to their lufts 
hate the light, and loves to be in darknefs. They 
do not know God, nor his law, nor his Son^ nor 
themfelves, and they care not for the knowledge 
of them; Job, xxi. 14 '< Therefore they fay unto 

God, 
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God, Depart from ns : for we defire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways." They are at Ihtle pains with 
theit BiUes, and far lefa with their hearts and 
iiv€% to make them agreeable to the light of the 
word. Do not refift and rtbcl igainft the ligfat. 
Job, xxW. 13* ** They are of thoTe who rebel 
^a^inft the Hgbt ; they know not die way tfaeveof^ 
nor abide in 4he paths thereof." Let hot your 
lufts carry you over the belly of what l%bt you 
kavei left ye be judicially blinded. Whut light 
God offers you by bis word, by providences, or 
by inward oiotions and oonvtftions within your 
breaft6> beware of 6ghting againft it, beware of 
refifting and putting it out, Socnettmes the Spirit 
of the'Lord begkis to throw in beams of light into 
the foul, at afermon, under a rod, or fome rebuke 
of pTGfvidence. But the finner cannot be- eafy tiU 
this be again darkened. — Sc (acisfied widi ho nght^ 
which has not a fandilying and purifviag heat 
widi it. The true light is billed the light of lifie» 
John, viii. la. When the Spirit of the Lord fdl 
en die dtfciples, A€ts, it. there appeared toi^uet 
of fire, enlightening and wanning. Dangerous is 
the cafe of men M^io keep truth a prifoner : Rom. 
J. 18. « For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven, againft aU ungodlinefs of men, who held 
the tradi in uflri^teoufnefsV''*— iwj^^. Go to die 
hard for die Spirit of illuminadon. rray, ieardt 
ibr di< fame as for hid treafures, and beli^ for 
it in the Lord Jefus. Look to him diat ye may 
be enlfghtened with this laving illumination of his 
word and Spirits— ^To prevail with yxm in M 
thick ^ints, I would mendon the foilowtng Mo* 

Mai. x.This iHuminaticpis abfcMdy necefiry 
for falvation. A finner wiH never priae ChriH^ 
QOrceaaetoidm,dH his eyes are opened to ficeUa 

Vol. m, Q fia 
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4n and mifciy, what ^ juft God and a ilti£b law 
he has to deal with, what a precious and fuitable 
Saviour Chrift is : John, it. lo. « Jefus aniwerr 
ed, and faid unto her. If thou kneweft the gift of 
Godj and who it is that faith unto thee» give 
me to drink, thou wouUft have afked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water. 
"While Satan keeps hisprifoner bound, he will hold 
him faft. That which the eye fees xx>t» the heart 
receives not. The danger may be very.great, but 
when unknown the (inner is lecure* 

M^. 2. Blindnefs under the gofpel is moft in- 
ezcufeable : John, ix. 41. << Jefus faid unto^then^, 
If ye were blind, ye ibould have no fin : but now 
ye fay, We fee : therefore your fin remaineth." 
It is wilful blindnefs. Thofe who live in the daik 
corners of the earth, where the light of' the go- 
fpel is not known, what wonder is it that tbcj 
walk on in darknefs ? But the light of the gofpel 
(hines about us. Chrift ofiers to enlighten us by 
his Spirit, Eph. v. 14. If we chufe darknefs ra- 
ther dian light, we muft lay our account with our 
choice being our ruin, John, iii. i ^. 

Mot. 3. Saving illumination is the only way 
to true comfort, and the want of it the way 
to utter mifery : CoL i. la. 13. << Giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the faints in light, 
who hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
nefs, and hath tranflated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son." At the blinding of the foul. Sal- 
tan completes the fecurity of the prifoner ; and at 
the enlightening of him, Chrift begins his deli* 
verance. In them who are iaved, the light is 
vcarried on to die light of glory. In them who 
are loft, the darknefs is continued, till they 
come to eodleis and utter darknefs*— We are now, 

IL To 
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II. To {hew, that Chrift offers to the prlfoners 
a loofing of thofe bands wherewith they are 
bound. 

Here it will be necci&ry to (hew, — i. How he 
loofes God's bands from ofF thcprifoners. — And» 
2. How he takes off the deYil's bands from them. 
Let us then, 

• I. Shew hoW'he loofes God's bands fro;n off 
Ac prifoners. The unconverted finner is God's 
prifoner under the bands of guilt, and of the curfc 
of the law, which bind him over to dedrudion. 
Thefe he loofes and takes off the finner by 3ie 
application of his own blood : Zech. ix. i i« << As 
for thee alfo, by the blood of thy covenant, I have 
fent forth thy prifoners out of the pit wherein is 
no water.** Here we obferve, 

(i.) That Jefus purchlfed their freedom from 
thefe bands by his death and fufferings. Guilt is . 
a ftrong tie, the curfe is a heavy chain on the^ 
prifoner i in thefe tlie power of fpirltual death 
lay.' But Jefus, by his death, procured the (in- 
ner*s relaxation: Gal, iii. 13. « Chrift hath re- 
deemed us from the curfe of the law, having been 
made a curfe for us." His .compaflion for the 
prifoners made him pay for them a ranfom of his 
own blood. He . took their bands of guilt and 
the curfe upon liimfelf, that he might loofe them 
from off theni. Now he has ranfomed the pri- 
foners, who will accept of his delivery, and has 
aright to loofe them from their h»inds j jufticc 
and the law having nothing to objedl. — ^We ob- 
ferve, 

(2.) That Jefus comes in the gofpeJ to the pri«> 
fpii-door, proclaims and makes offer of liberty to 
the prifoners. This he does in thic text. In his 
name the offer is made by his meffengers ; his au- 
thority to loofe the prifoners is afferted, Matth. 
Q a xxviii^ 
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xmit. 1 8. «< Jefui came and (akt unto diem, Alt 
n power is giv^en unco me is^ heaven and in earth.'' 
His ability and willingnefs to do it is confir- 
med, Heb. vii. a5. «« Wherefore he is "able to 
fate them to the utfermoft that come unto God 
by htm, feeing he ever liveth to make interceffion 
for them." They are preffed to confcnt to the 
offer 5 charged upon their peril to comply with it ; 
and all this to make them willing to come away 
out 6f the prifon with the deliverer.-— 'We ob« 
fcrve, 

(3.) That though the mod part give a deaf ear 
to tilie gofpeUcall, wijil not bdiere their danger, 
but fit at eafe in ttietr fetters, yet fome are made 
a willing people in a dayof povirer, PC ex. 3. By die 
word, faidi is wrought in their hearts, Rom. z. 1 7. ; 
even that faith wtereby the foul lays hold lipoh, 
and unites with Chrift, flees in under the covsert 
of his blood, lays overthe weight of all its guilt upon 
Jefus, believing his blood to be fufi&ci^tto t^ke 
it all away, and, renouncing all other pleas,- be- 
takes itfelf to this : Rom. lii. 25. " Whom God 
has fet fordi to be a propitiation through" faith in 
his blcrod, to declare his rightcoufnefs for the rc- 
miflion of fins that arepaft) through the forbearance 
of God." Thus this blood is applied.— We oh- 
ffrve, 

(4.) That when this blood is thus applied, the 
chains are ordered to be taken off ?he prifoner : 
Job, xxxiii. 24. " Deliver him from going down 
to the- pit, I have found a ranfom." Yea, the 
chains fall off of courfe, fince, as in Rom. viii. !• 
<« There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them that are in Chrift Jefus." The Cautioner's 
payment is pled for the debtor, and he is difcbar- 
gcd 5 the criminal's caufe is carried by the Surety 
and Advocate, and he is abfolved. He is under - 
the covert of blood, therefore neither law. nor 

jufticc 
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juftice can reach him. He is brought into the 
bond of the covenant of grace, and fo the guilt of 
eternal wrath, which is the bond of the firft 
covenant, can hold him no longer ; guilt and the 
curfe being removed, judicial hardnefs has no 
place. 

2. Let us (hew how Chriftloofes and rakes off the 
devii's bands from the prifoners. The unconvert- 
ed finner is alfo tlie devil's prifoner ; he like- 
wife lays bands on the Cnner. Thefe are in them*- 
ielves finfuMufts and praftices, &c, by which he 
holds them as by bands. Chrlft loofcs from 
thefe by the powerful workings of his Spirit, gi- 
ving them grace, which breaks their bands afun- 
der. — He gives them, 

(i.) Awakening grace, which roufes them up, . 
and burfts the bands of floth, wherewith they 
were held, Eph. v, 14. (quoted above), and cures 
them of the fatal d^elufion which they were under 
as to their ftate. . Like the prodigal, they come to 
themfelves, Luke, xv. 17. The fmner fleeps fe- 
curely in his fins and in his chains ; but the Spi- 
rit of God gives him a found awakening, fo that 
his reft in fm is difturbed, and he can no longer 
get lived at eafe in his former courfes/ His con- 
fcience fcts upon him, and founds a terrible alarm 
of wrath in his ears, which ceafeth not till he has 
fled to Chrift for refuge, and he flees without 
delay. — Jefus gives them, 

(2.) Enlightening grace, Eph. v. 14. by which . 
the finner gets a.difcovery of himfelf, and a difco- 
vcry of God and -Chrift. He is brought, as it. 
were, into a new world, in which every thing ap- 
|\ears in other colours than it did before. The 
niaik. which Satan put upon the ways of God and 
the ways of fin, is pulled oflF, and he fees the beauty, 
the excellence of religion. Thus the band of prcju- 
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dice is broken, the evil and danger of the ways of 
fin are exf ofed to them, fo that the frnful company 
he before delighted in becomes a. terror to him, 
ind he fays, «< Depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity, lor the Lord hath heard the roice of my 
weeping," PfaL vi. 8* He fees the vanity arid 
ediptinefs of all time's things, fo that Satan can 
hold him no longer by this pitiful liandle. — ^Jefns 
gives them, 

(3*) Qiii^^J^^ning and regenerating grace, by 
which they receive a new principle of fpiritual 
life : 2 Pet. i. 4. « Whereby are given unto its 
exceeding great and precious promifcs, that by 
thefe ye might hd partakers of th^ divine nature, 
having efcaped the torruption that is in the worM 
through lull." So that the bands of deatii m 
which they were held give way, and they become 
new creatures : 1 Cor. v, 1 7. " Therefore, if any 
man be in Chril^ Jefi^s, he is a new creature } tAA 
things are paf&d away, behold ail things are be-* 
come new." They are endowed with a new na- 
ture, having new motions and inclinations heaven- 
ward ; fo that the band of earthly-mindednefs is 
broken \ their will is renewed ^ Chrift becomes 
their choice above all, atid they lay hold upon 
him with heart and good will, fo as that the bands 
of unbelief give way ; fheir hearts arc foftened'5 
ihey get the heart 01 ftone removed, and a heart 
of flefli given unto thfem j their aiie&ions are 
changed, fo that they now love the things which 
they before liated, and now hate thoie lufts and 
finful courfes which they formerly loved. Jcfu^ 
gives them, 

(4,) SanSifying grace, by which tfie power of 
Hn is more and more weakened in them, and the 
divers lufts with which they were held are morti- 
fiedj fo that lufts caimot command them as they 

were 

• \ ■ *' Digitized by Google 



TO tUE FKI&ONUS. ]9» 

were wdol to do. Siti ihall not have dominuMi 
ever you, for ye are not under the lav^ but under 
grace. The new principle ftirs in them to the* 
pra£^ice of holinefs in all manner of life and con« 
vcrfation. Thus Chrift, entering into the foul^ 
ftrikes off the debit's band«, and fets the (inner at 
liberty. 

As an improvemem of this part of our fiifaje^ 
it may juft t^ obferted. 

That this lets U8 fee diat none are to faft bound* 
tmder guilt, or the power of fin and Saun, but 
they may be loofed. And therefore we hare 
ground of hope in the meft hopelefs caft. A 
fight of guilt is ready to make the awakened 
fiyner defpond } but the blood of Chrift is fufli* 
cienc to remove it, whatever it be : «< This Uood 
dcaBfeth from all £n,^ i John, i. 7. Thouch 
Bie cords of gui|^ be raanifold, which cannot be 
oofed from off the confcience by floods of tears^^ 
the moft bitter mournings^ yea, though above the 
power of men and angels 1 yet theUood of Chrift. 
is of infinite value and efficacy: Ua. i. i4. << Cone 
now and let us reafon together, faith the Lord : 
thougb yous fins be as fcstflet, they (hall be white 
as (how ; riiough they be ted fike crimfim, they 
{hall be as wo(A/*--»ln like manner as to the power 
of fin. Tlie awakened firnier wiU ke that it ia aa 
eafj for die leopard to change his ipoos, and the 
Ediiopi^n his colour, as for him to change hii 
heart, or free himfelf from the power of ^uu HSf 
will fdc ^t it is hard to get oat from under the 
power of Satan and Ins own lefts. But iiemei»* 
ber, Chrift is the ftronger man, he can bind 8»- 
tan and fpoil him of his goods. There is nothi ng 
too hard for him to do. Grace is poworful, aM 
wili always be vi£torious where it once begins : k 
eooTcrbed Faul froma peffccii^r into a preachers 

Idauafleh, 
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Mana&H, who was like a lion, was changed into a •. 
Iamb. Tiievefore look to him that ye may be 
lobfed. 

We proceed now, with the 

IIL General head, to fliew that Chrift. offers to > 
the prifoners in a natural ftate, an opening of 
iheir prrifons, and to bring them out. 

Here I (hall (hew what ia in t^is offer, i. More 
generally ; and i^en, 2. More .particularly. 
. I. More generally, it is the bringing the finnev 
into a. ftate of grace. There atci two things in. 
it* The Lord Jcfus opeoing the finher's pri- 
fon. brings him, 

- ( I .) Out of the ftate of condemnation, in which 
he lay . fmm his birth till that happy hour : Rom. 
tiii. 1. « There is therefore now no" condemnation to 
them who axe in Chrift Jefus-" ^ The fentenceof 
the law condemning htm to etern^il death is an<» 
nulled, is taken, ofi"^ ai\d can affcif^^him no more* 
He is/made. a^free man^ delivered from the curfe 
by him who was made a curfe. He is brought 
out froin under: the law as a covenant of works :, 
Rom. vil 14. « Ye are not under the law, but 
«ndcr graces". Though it continues to be a rule 
to him,, yet he is neither left to feek life by his 
obedience to it, nor can he any ipore be doomed 
by it to etpcnal death for ius difobedience^ the law, 
being dead toJiim, and;he tp it^ in, this refpe£h — 
|c£as brings him> 

(2.) Out of that ftate of fin in.which he jay all 
hia days before, incapable. of doing, any thing 
truly good, capable of nothing but fmnipg. But 
now the law of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jcfus 
ba& made him.freefrpm thejaw of^n and death, 
Roxn, viii. 2. The ptifoner in his natural ftate. 
With the reft of the w:orld, lieth ip^yickednefs, x 
.•:. ~ JohnjJ 
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JoKni V. 19. ; like a dead maa in his gravCt lotting 
and confuming. Chrift quickens the finnersy 
opens their graves, and brings them out from un« 
der the reigning power of fin. In the day of con- 
verfion^ Chiift comes to the prifon-door as to the 
grave of Lazarus, and fays, as he did to him^ 
Come fartb. So the dead man livest the prifoner 
comes out of the duogeoo> out of a ftate pf fin int^ 
a ftate of grace. 

2. Let us confider what is ia this offer more. 
particularly. There are feveral great benefits 
which it propofes to us ; 6ieh as, 

(t.) The priibner^s d^>tsare difdmged, eren 
to the laft farthing : Col. ii» 13. <<_ And you be- 
ing dead in your fins, and in the uncurcumcifion 
of, your flefli, hath he quickened together wiiji 
him, having forgiven you all trefyafies." They 
were God's prifoners, and could never come out 
without payment of that debt fof which tbej 
were imprifoned. But the Deliverer takes all the 
debtonhim&lf ; he fays to his Father, as in Philem. 
iS. « If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee 
ought, put that on mine account.'* And fo it ia 
accounted as If they had paid it. 

(^.) The piifoner's crimes are forgiven, which 
otherwife would have taken aws^ his life : Ifa. 
xxxiii. 24. « And the inhabitant ihaU not fi^y, I 
am ficki the people that dwell therein (hall be 
forgiven their iniquity." ^he pri/bner's pardon 
is written in the blood of ^his Redeemer, ** This 
cup is the new teftament in my Uood, which is 
ihcd for you.'* HelJ. viii. 12. « For I wHl be 
merciful to their unrighteoufnefs, and their fins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more.'* 
The King^s feid is appended to it, fo that neither 
law nor juftice can quarrel it : J^h. i. 13. <* In 
whom alfo after that yc believed, ye were (baled 

, witfk; 
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with that holy Spirit of promife/' This is the white 
flonc given to him that overcomethy of which 
none knows the fweetnefs but thofe who have it. 

C3.) The prifoner is delivered from the power 
of Satan, Ads. xxvi. 18. " Thty are turned from- 
the power of Satan unto God." The jailor has no 
fnore power to keep the prifooery nay> nor ever 
to bi4ng him back; becaufe he is not delivered 
by fraud, but in a legal way, by the fovereign au- 
thority of the fong's Son, who has all power in 
heaven and earth. The demands which law and 
juftice had on the prifoner have all been fatisfied 
by the.De%erer, therefore' he can be ho longer 
held.— ^As to the prifoner, 
. (4.) His prifon-garments are taken away, and 
lie is clo^thed with change of raiment. 'The rags 
of his own righteoufnefs are thrown away, and he 
11 cloadied with the fair white raiment of Chrift's^ 
x^hteoufnefs put on by the hand of bith, << I 
coimfd tiiice," fays Jefus, as in Rev. iii. 1 8. « to. 
bay of me gold tried in die fire, that thou mayeit 
be rich, and white raimettt that didu may eft be^ 
doathed, and that the ihame of thy nakednefs do 
not appear." The old man with his deeds is put off, ; 
the body of fin is deftroyed, and the new man 
is put on. The prifoner ftands before his deli- 
verer, like Joihua before the angd : Zech. iii. 3*4. 
" Now Joihua was cloathed with filthy garments,, 
and flood before the aiigel ; and he anfwered and 
fpake to them, that flood before him. Take away 
the filthy garments from him ; and unto him he: 
faid, Behold I have caufed triine iniquity to p;ifs. 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment."* 

(5.) The/ prilbner is brought forfli into the 
light of God's countenance, Ifa. xlix. 9. << That 
thou may ft fay to thc^ptifoners, Go forth} to them, 
^ - . ' that: 
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that are in darknefs, ihew yourfehes. They (hall 
feed in the ways, and their paftures fhall be in aU 
high places." God is in Chrift reconciled to him. 
He is no more his enemy^ but the tinner's friend, 
his confederate in the covenant of peace. The 

Eace is made up through the great Peace-maker, 
om. V. I. " Being juflified by faith, we hare 
peace with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift.'* 
Though the world, henceforth may hate him, and 
become his enemy, he has friendihip with heaven, 
which may fupport him under aU their hatred. 

(6.) The prifoner is reftored to all his forfeited 
privileges: Eph. ii. 17. " Now therefore ye are 
no more ftrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citi- 
zens with the faints, and of the houfehold of 
God." As Jofepfa, being a flave, was brought 
out of the dungeon to Pharaoh's court, and made 
the ruler over Egypt ^ fo in that day in which the 
foul is brought to the ftate of grace, he is freed 
from his flavery, brought oul: of prifon, and ad- 
vanced in the court of heaven. Like the poor 
and wife child out of prifon, he comes to reign, 
as in Ecclef. iv. 13. 14. for they are all made 
kings who are delivered by Chrift. We {hall (hut 
up this fubje£l: with a pradbical improvement of 
the whole.— And this, 

I . Ill an ufe of inftruflion. 

This fubjefl: afFords-fome leflbns to us all ; as, 

(i.) To be living in a ftatq of fin is the moft 
miferable life in the world, the moft mifeiable 
life but of hell. Why are all thofe fimilitudes 
ufed, of a captivity, an imprifonment, and this of 
the worft kind, but becaufe no captivity, no impri- 
fonment is fufficient to exprefs the mUery of tills 
captivity ? Therefore thefe fimilitudes are multi- 
plied, that what is wanting in one may be made 
uf by another. And whenever the finner's eyes 
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txe opened to Tee his mifery, he will fee Uiat the 
worft cafe of captives and pfifoiiers on earth 
comes infinitely (hort of the miferablc ftate he is 
in, fo foon as eternity fucceeds time. For, 

ti.;j Of all perfons in the wottd, an unconvert- 
ed perfon has ri^e kaft ground to be joyful : John, 
iiii 36. « And he that beiteveth not the Son fliall 
not fee life \ but the wrath of God abideth on 
him." Some think they are yonng and in dieir 
bloomi and therefore they may be allowed a plca- 
fant jovial life. Some think like him who faid 
to his focil, " Soul, thott haft goods laid up for 
many years ; take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be 
merry." Every one who is not held down with 
woridly cares or crofles, is ready to take his eafe, 
though a ftranger to Chrifl and a ftate of grace. 
But I would fay to thee as Jehu did to Joram, 2 
King8,.ix. 1 6. "What haft thou to do with peace ?*^ 
Let them live joyfully whofc prifon^oors have 
been opened ; they are fet free, to whom God is a 
friend; and who are beyond the hazard of eternal 
condemnation. But what reafon have you to live 
joyfully, who arc captives, prifeniers, condemned 
criminals, and know not but this day you may be 
led out to the execution ? If there were a drawn 
fword hanging over your heads wherever you 
went. Would it not mar your mirth and jollity ? 
Thrf fword of God*i juftice is thus fufpcnded over 
all thofe 1^0 afe put pf Chrift. 

[2.] It would be impoffibfe for one to live at 
cafe in an unconverted ftate^ if they were not 
blind to their own hazard and mifery : Luke^ aixl 
41. — 43; Te may as well bid a mAhhBtar ht 
eafy under the fentence of death and Ac fight of 
the ^bbet, or a ntan hanging over a deep golf by 
a flender twig, as to bid an awakened finner be 
eafy m his cafe, before he get out of it. But 

many 
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many are pofting to deftruAion down the hill, 
and yet are very eafy, becaufe they fee not the 
frightful cafe they are in. And why do they not 
fee it, but becaufe they (hut their eyes ? It is told 
them, but they will not believe it; fo after all they 
are as eafy as if they had been hearing an idle 
tale.*^ We are inftru^d, 

(2.) That the delivery of a ilnner out of tlie 
ftate of nature into a ftate of grace, from under 
the guilt and reigning power of ^firi, is no eafy 
bufinefs, but bufinefs of th^ .greateft weight and 
difficulty, which ever the world was witnefs to. 
Confider^ the ranfbm which had to be paid for 
the captives and prifoners ; the greateii; ranfom 
ever given by men is not once to be named with 
it. Silver and gold, crowns and kingdoms, would 
not do here, but'blood, even the precious blood 
of Chrift, I Pet. i. 18. 19.; angels. nor men 
could not furnifti it. ConCder the power by 
which the deliverance is to he^ efie£l:ed, no le^ 
than an infinite power can do it. "VV^hat is the 
ftorming of towns, the breaking down of iron 
gates, and the recovering the prey from a lion, to 
the recovering a finner from the power of the 
devil ? No lefs than an omnipotent power can dp 
this, Ifa. xlix. 24. 25, For, [ 

[i.] What way can men think ever to be deli- 
vered in that carelefs thoughtlefs way with which 
nioft part fatisfy themfelves ? -Luke, xiii. 24. 
•* Strive to enter in at the flrait gate, for many, 
I fay unto you, will feek to enter in, and fhall 
.not be able." Will drowfy wiflies and fluggifli 
defires, unaccompanied with fuitable endeavours, 
do it ? Will the leading of z, carelefs life, and 
tbenT)egging mercy from God when they come to 
die,bcfuflBcient? Will thefe things ferve inftead of 
the work.of ^race, to pluck the prey out of Satan's 

Vol. III. R mouth. 
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mduth, to tnofck the dcvH's cliains cfF the priibn- 
crs, and fet thcrn free ? By no htfeans. ^ 

[2] With whsit face C3n finners delay the 
>«rork of converfion to God ? Is it not work hard 
Enough to get out of Satin's gi^ips, begin as foon as 
"•^e will ? Will men venttrre to ftay till he has load- 
ed them with heavier chains, till ftronger fetters 
of ^nilt be wreathed about their hecks ? Up, and 
l>e doing, lofe no time, you will find the work al- 
Yt^dy hard enough. To-day if you will hear his 
Voice, harden not ydur hearts.— We ^rc inftruftcd, 
' (3.) That dlere is rto deliverance oiit ot the ftate 
W fiti and wAth bttt through Jefus Chrift, A<9:s, 
Sv. 12. « Neither is there falvatibn in any other ; 
for therb is nbnfe other name undei: heaven given 
iatlnorig men, whereby we rinift be fared." Had 
%ere been another name, atiothcr perfpn, Jcfus 
liad riot been employed in this tvork. Thcfe was 
feone but he ^ho cottid do it ; and we may add, 
Hikt the worft of finriers may he delivered in and 
i)y him. There is no guilt above the efficacy of 
liis blood, no power of .fin above the efficacy of 
llis Spirit. At the fame time, without him the 
^oft bhmelefs perfon ijvho lives wfll be ruined for 
Sfever : John, xiv, 6. " I am the way,*' feid Jefos, 
<« no man cometh unto the Father h\it by rttie.** 
Dtath will prey tipon them in time, though in- 
tcnfibly, and devour them for eVer, to their evcr- 
taftiftg mifery This fubjeft irtftrufts us, 

Lnfifyj That nt)ne are ddiivcred by Chrift, hixt 
*^h6fe Who aire made willing to come but of tKehr 
'nhs a^ay \fc^ifh the Deliverer, and who, with the 
, .ftioft fbrertin ferioufnefs, embrace the covenant. 
fte d6es not fafy that he will break o|>en the prifon- 
'8o6rs, afid bring ^^Wiy tJie prifonera, fleeping cfr 
^li^aking, w^flling or unAvilling, carelefe tobe aWay, 
%^ careful. !Nfo ; he deals with them ite a rational 
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way, prod^ms the liberty ; if they acce{)t of it as 
be offers it, well and good i if they will not havq 
it but on terms of their own making, they muft 
remain in prifon, and perifh : John, v. 40. *< And 
ye will not come unto me, that ye might have 
life."— Then, 

(i.) If any be carelefs as to their getting .out 
of this ftate, Satan is in no danger of lofing them. 
Though the liberty be proclaimed, they trouble 
not themfelves about the matter, further 'tliaa to 
hear it. Satan keeps his prifoners, and Chriit 
will Jiever bring them away who are not made de- 
firous to come. Having the offer bf liberty, Jefus 
will leave the foul ftill in bonds, if there be not 
Qt compliance with it. 

(2.) It C9ncerns all who would b^ fayed, deli- 
berately to confider the gofpel-offer and then owx> 
cafe, and make the moft (blemn, ferious work q£ 
clofing with Chrift, of entering into the covenant^ 
and tranfa£king with the Deliverer, as upon a 
matter of tlie uynoft importance. Here eternity 
lies at fta^te -, if they manage it to purpofe, they 
jixe happy fofr ever ; if they mifmanage it, they 
are undone. If the prifoner manages his bufinefs 
right with this Deliverer, he will be got out of 
prifon V if he altogether mifs this opportunity, he 
iHuft lie ftill there for ever. 

This fubjetl inftru£ts particularly thofe who arc 
under bands of which they would fain be rid, 
what courfe they ^re to take. 

I . Thofe who have fometimes walked at liher- 
' ty, haying had their fouls brought out of prifojji 
by the Redeemer's blood and Spirit ; but feem to 
themfelves now to be carried back into Satan:*^ 
prifon again, and feel his chains heavy upon therp'. 
The Lord ibmetimes fuffers his own people to &Xf. 
into this cafe, becaufe of Iheir carelefs. walking, 
R a- their 



d by Google 



200 JESUS OPENS TR£ PIII90N-DOOR9 

their grieving and vexing his Holy Spirit, where- 
by the Spirit i3 quenched, corruption is ftrength- 
ened, and Satan gets advantage : Ifa. Ivii. 1 7. 
« For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was I wroth, 
and fmote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he 
went on frowardly in the way of his heart." What 
(hould they do in this cafe, but own the juftice of 
the ftroke, apply themfelves to the Deliverer, who . 
alone can loofe fpiritual bonds ? This is the de* 
fign of the difpcnfation : Hof. v. 15, "I will go 
and return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and feek my face ; in their affltAion they 
will feck me early." Make new application of 
this blood by faith, and breathe after the commu- 
nications of his Holy Spirit : Ifa, Ivii. 18. " I have 
feen his ways, and will heal heal him : I will lead 
him alfo, and reftore comforts to him and his 
mourners.'* He delivered them out of a miferable 
ftate, and will alfo deliver them out of their prc- 
fent uncomfortable <^ondition. 

a. Thofe who feel the bands of guilt ftrong 
tpon their fouls, and are ready to defpond under 
them as .bands which can never be loofed. Such 
fhould confider, that there is no exception of . 
bands from which Chrift is fent to loofe 5 be they 
weak, be they ftrong bands, with which the (inner 
is bound, Chrift proclaims liberty from them'; 
3vnd it is an intolerable affront to the Mediator's - 
dignity, to entertain a thought of bands from 
which the infinite merit of his blood, and the alF- 
■jpowerful efficacy of his Spirit, cannot loofe. The . 
dead corpfe caft into the prophet's grave was re- 
ftored to life 5 and (hall not the foul bound with 
the ftrongeft fetters of death, be fet free fo foon 
^8 quickening virtue comes from a crucified 
•Chrift. Such, then, ftiould labour to believe, 
•that they may thus fee the glory of God. 

3. Thofe 
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2* Thofe who feel t^iebanjls qf rjgmg ?nd^i^y 
Ijifts fo ftrcugthened ^y SaUu apd thpir Q\yiL cor- 
ruptions, that tiiey zip x^dy to thif^ that- there 
i^ no breaking ^f them. Such ihoifld confidcr, 
that our Lord of t/sn fingles out thpfe in the xnoilt 
hopelef? condition, to make t];iem mpnumenta pf 
his rich grape. Such was tl^e cafe of the porii^* 
thia^Sy I Cor. yi. 9. 10. 11. . Ip tlie (^xt, t}^ofi| 
who are blinded in the prifon havQ vppe$^!\g prp-v 
claimed to them. Thpu^ the hea^ jpfi^^ 1^ ^i« 
tated like a' raging fea with tempta^iQp^ ^|id cor-r 
ruptionS) it will coft Jef^s but a word to iliU them 
all h} ^ moment : ifa. ly^iu xp. ^< I create the fruit 
of th^ lips 'y peaces pe^Qe tp him fhfit is gfar oiFf. 
and to him that is ^d^^' faith tl^e jt^oril, and I ^iil 
heal him." . The^ftrongeil ji^ds fbisdi y^jd to tbfi 
poyer pf bis grace, and ^th^ (l^xoHg pi^n iBee at 
thp/eh,ukp:qf the llrongjsr;. ^c fli^l ppjy ^ddj. , 

l^^fofjiifyt Aft ufe .of e^hqrtatioai 

Yoju wjio are jlelivpred, -apd haye boe^ inado 
partakers of the liberty proclaimed in the gofpel^ 
we e^hc^t yoa to ^yr^\k (uitably p the gijeat deli- 
yeran^e. |f you be thuiS diftinguifljijed, — yo^ will 
prize t'»c Deliverer ^Ijove aU : .1 Pet. yu 7. i/ Ufpto 
yoiqj ' therefpre, vhich Wjeye, he is. precious^* 
yo^ y^ill fay, « Whom have I in heaven out tht^i 
?#d_tii€!jre is-none in all the earth tfeat I defirc be* 
fide thee." And the more you look back on >he 
hazard to wHicn you were expofed, you will love 
him the more. — You will prize the deliverance 
above all «which you ever met with, or can meet 
with in this world : « Yea, doubtlefs, and I count 
all things but lofs, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Jefus Chrift my Lord." Look on this 
time as the time of loves. — You will long for the 
perfeffcing of this deliverance, and be endeavour- 
ing to get it advanced and cani^d on, till you be 
R 3. completely 
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fcottq)lctely freed from indwelling fin : Rom. vii* 
24. •** O wretched man that I am ! who fhaD de- 
Kvcr me from the body of this death ?"— If thus, 
dtftingutfhed, it is your duty to walk humbly and 
thankfully, to the praife of your Deliverer ; to 
eairy yourfclves as children. of light, in a holy and 
heavenly converfatioti, and to have no fellowfhip 
with the works of darknefs. In fhort, it is your 
duty to be concerned for thofe who are ftffl pri- 
fonersy to pity them, to pray for them, and help 
forward their deliverance. . - 

As to you who arc yet Satan's captives andpri- 
foners, haften to be loofed ; while the proclama- 
tion of liberty founds in your ears, accept of de- 
liverance. Confider that now is the accepted time, 
now is the day' of falvation* Now liberty is in 
your offer, but it will not always be fo \ the day 
comes for traiifporting the prifoncrs into another 
prifon, where there arje no oflers nor pofEbility of 
efcape 5 and how foon this may be, you know not. 
— Refufe the liberty to-day, dday it but till to^ 
morrow, and ye may be beyond hope. But now 
the .captives may be lobfed, the prifoners enlarged, 
and thi»s be bleffedwith an eternal freedom. Kifs> 
therefore, the Son, left he be angry, and ye peri(h 
from the way; when his wrath is kindled bat a 
little, blefledare^all they that put their truft ia 
him *. 

* This fubjcdl was Bniflicd in the end of Pebruarj 17 15. 
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DEPARTING FROM INIQUITY THE DUTY OE 
ALL WHO NAME THE NAME OF JESUS*. 



SERMON LVI. 



* ^ Tim. ii. 19. And let everf one that nametb the 
name if Chriji depart from insquity. 

A Solemn occafion of renewing our covenant 
A\^ with God being before iis, it is neccflarjr 
that we count the coft ere we begin to build. A 
Chriflian profefBon is eafy^ a Chriftian prafiice 
not fo. It i$ melancholy to fee hpw many in their 
ptzGdcc do yoke together the name of Cnrift and 
the working of iniquity, as if they had found out 
that fecret of conjoining light and darki^efs, Chrift 
and Belial, which is hid from all faints. Our 
text confounds this myftery of iniquity, fhewing 
that men muft either part with Chrilt, or depart 
from miquity : And, fays the zpq&lt, let every one 
that nameth the name of Chriji depart from iniquity* 

In this verfe, the apoftle obviates that fcandal» 
and that (baking difcouragementj which arpfe to 

the 

.« This and the Mowing /lifccH^rfiM o& tbif text IVCK 
lelivexcd in May and June 17 f 9. 
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the faints from the apodacy of Hymeneus and Plu- 
letus, mentioned in ver. 17. Satan would (land 
bti the ruins of thefe men, and affright the faints 
witji this temptation, Behold-* what loofe ground 
you ftand upon ! thefe who are now fhip-wrecked 
ftood once a^ fair for the harbour as you. To 
drive, the bc^tom out of ihis temptation, the a^- 
poftle tells them, that for all this, the foundation 
of the perfeverance of real faints (lands firm, as 
in ver. 19. " Neverthclefs, the foundation of God 
ftandeth fure, having this feal. The Lord know- 
eth them that are his." A& if he had faid. The 
devil has got but hi9 own, he has got none of 
ChrilVs. They were ^mong Chrift'^ (heep indeed ; 
they were, however, nothing but the devil's goats, 
of whom he ever had a furc bold by fome iniqui- 
ty -or oth^ir, one liiitp^p^er; an^ now bytthis 
bond- of iniquity he has, (drawn tt^m put from a^ 
■ mong.the (heep of ChVift : 1 John, ii. 19. « They 
went out from us, but they were not of us ; .for 
if'tbey had. been of us, they would po doubt Jisare 
^ntijxued with us : but^they went out, that they 
might bid made p>jan1feft that they were not all ^" 
us. *But the fo^uiidatibi) upon which every r.eai 
fciint is i^Milt is fure, andean never be o'verturned. 
This is t^^ decree of eleAion : (r.) A found^f 
tion of CjoujS pwn' laying 5 (2.) Afealed fouqd^- 
tion of God's pwn *fealii?g s and therefore afford- 
ing the mdfl: ample fecunty. A feal is for cpn- 
firmipg and rati^ing a decree gnd purpofe ^ tlie 
decree of\ekQjon, including the perfeyer^ace p^ 
the faints, afe tjie p^je^hs tp ^the end, is fealed fqr 
tbif cn^rM^ lE^^t with a two^o]l4 fe?tl : " JJaving 
fl^liis feal. The Lofdltnoweth them that.^re his>" 
aAd, *« Lfet every" one that nameth the name o£- 
Chriff depart from iniquity." 
fi^ylt k feaWa wfth<jk)d> jciioW^qiJgc, ' ^« T^ip: 
.^ •'• . ••"-•• • Ibrd; 
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Lord kneweth them that are his." Amongft the 
mixed multitude in the church, the Lord knows his 
own. —He knows thofe whom he has chofen^ he 
cannot miftake them, though men may, and fome- 
tlmes do, take others for them. He knows them 
pra£fcically, that is, he knows them, to dif- 
tinguifli them from others, he will take care of 
them that they be not loft, as one does with what 
he knows to be his own ; and this fecures them. 

Secondly, It is fealed with efFediual fandification : 
Eph. iv. 30. « And grieve not the Holy Spirit o£ 
God, whereby ye arc fealed unto the day of re- 
demption.** « Let every one that nameth die 
name of Chrift depart from iniquity." He fees to 
the fan£lification of his own, caufing them to<l6-» 
part from iniquity, wfiich is the only thing which 
can ruin them ; and thus again they are fecured. 

For underftanding of this, confider, that the z* 
poftle here has an eye to the hiftory of Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, Numb. xvi. thefe Old-Tefta^ 
ment apoftates who perifhed in their fin. There 
was a difpute betwixt them and Mofes and Aaroa 
for the priefthood ; the congregation at length 
thought the former as much the Lord's as the \%U 
ter, ven 19. ; though at firft it feems they knew 
not in whofe favour to decide. Mofes refers it 
to God's judgement, ver. 5. « The Lord will 
(hew (Heb. make known) who are his, and who 
are holy j" importing, that the Lord knew who 
were his. This was the fecurity of Mofes and 
Aaron when the ftroke came. When the earth 
was to fwallow up Koral) and his company, as in 
a fpiritual fenfe it does all apoftates, the congre- 
gation was, by God's appointment, charged to 
depart from the tents of thefe wicked men, and to 
touch nothing that was theirs, ver. 26. This 
charge was efiedbual to the congregationj but not 

te 
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to khefc men's wives and their children, ver. ay- ;' 
ib the lajtti^r periilied^i and the former were Secured. 
\t feems this was a typical event, an emblem of 
die fure ftanding of the faints, while hypocrites 
fall away and perifti. 

Xhis dquble feal answers ^o the ^wp parts of 
ihe covenant : Jer. xxxii, 40. « An4 I will make 
an eyerlafting covenant with thpn^, that I will not 
turn away froip them to do them good ; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, thj^t they ihall not de- 
part from me." This covenant ihall not fail on 
God's part, for it hafh this feal^ « The Lord 
]^\if{;th them that gre his '" npr on the part of . 
^e fai|its, for it haib this feal> <^ I^et ev^ry one 
tb^ Uaaac^ U^e nam^^ of Chrift depart from ini- 
ji^ity." — Let us attend, * , 

i. To th^ (eal itfetf,^ whiph^ iaitS:g^neral n^turet 
U) a command of fan(£^ificatiQn ; i^ whi(^ confider, 
•rrrto >('hom it is dire£t?d, ypon whopi^ this awful 
charge is laid. They are tb^ ^jord's own wc^^ds, 
4teQ£tcd tP every one that nameth the najine of 
ills Son, th^t IB, tp all who profefs. Chrift. And 
this cbar4£ter of profeflbrs ferves not only tp dif- 
tinguifli them from thole without the church, whp 
Hfe ijic^p^ible of apoftacy ; but alfo (hf w$ the ob- 
ligation laid on them to hcd-inefs by ^ir profef- 
fipn, th^ h@iy name named ^ th^sm bitiding them 
IP a hply life. The inconfiftency hjetween the 
holy profeflion ar;d j^n unlioly lift, which, though 
m^n join together, God will have feparated fpcmer 
pr la^er, for he will ftrip them either of thtir fair 
name, or their foul heart and hfe, in time or in 
^ejternity, Confidjcr — the duty commanded, ** to 
depart from iniquity," as from a, thing one formcr- 
iy ftood to and followed. Iniquity is that thing 
which iv^ aU naturally follow a§ a mafter and 
leader i )»ut there muft be a falling off* from it, an 

apodacy, 
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apoftacyy or felling away from fin, (as the word 
importsi). And this is the way to prevent apo- 
ftacy from the Lord ; for this does import, that 
It is fome one iniquity or other indulged, and left 
to reign in the heart, which hfefrays profcifors in- 
to apoflacy, as Judas, Demas, &c. — Confider, 

2. How diis can be a, feal to fecure the faints 
and eled ones from* apoftacy, fince it Is but o 
commandment ? — ^To this I anfwer, That the na- 
ture of the preceding feal would feem to have re- 
quired this e)cpreffion, « And they that are his de- 
part from iniquity." But it is in form of a com- 
mand, to ihew that the faints^ depart fr^ iniqui- 
ty by choice, and that they are by the Lord him- 
felf powerfully determined to this choice ; fo that 
their pcrfeverance is both rational and gracious. — 
It is a command, at the fame time it is a power- 
ful and efficacious command of God, like that in 
Gen. i. 3. «« And God faid, Let there be light, 
and there was light 5" a command which effefts 
what it requires in all who are his. It is fuch a 
command as that in Numb. xvi. 26. (quoted a- 
bovc), which brought away from the tents of Da"* 
than and Abiram, all who were not to be fwal- 
lowed up with them. And this ^mmand is go*, 
ing through wherever the gofpel is preached, and 
Nvill go till the laft day j like a brifk wind fepara- 
ting the corn from the chaff, carrying away from 
the tents of fin all who are ordained to eternal life, 
though others dwell on in them ftill. Thus, 
though the profane and hypocrit^l, and all who 
are not the Lord's, are ftill held by fome one bond 
of fin Or other which is never broken ; yet this 
powerful word loofes the bands of all fin, fets 
them ttxid their fins afundeir, and keeps them a- 
funder, who, b^ing fealed with the firft feal, ar-c 
bis. And aU this God's e£<;acious word can do, 

as 
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as well as keep the world from returning into 
its primitive mafs ofconfufion : Hcb. i. 3. «« Up- 
holding all things by the word of his power.** 
And fo it is a feal fecuring them from apoftacjr.-— 
From this fubje£i two general do£hines may be 
propofed : 

DocT. I. That God doth charge all who name 
the name of Chrift to depart from iniquity. 

DocT. II. That God'S charge to depart from ini- 
quity becomes infallibly efieAiial in all who 
are. his,. ib as, that they do truly depart from 
iniquity, while others hold it faft to their utter 
ruin. ^I begin with the ' 

Firfu That God doth charge all that name the 
name of Chrift to depart from iniquity, 

Ik illuftrating this point, I (hall (hew, 

I. Who they are whom the Lord charges to de- 
part from iniquity. • 

II. What is implied in depjtt-ting from iniquity, 
which God chargeth thefe to do. 

III. How he charges thefp ^vhoname the name 
of Chrift to depart from iniquity. 

IV. Why thefe particularly who name 4lie name 
of Chrift are charged to do fo.— And then add the 
praftiqsj iniproyement. 

We are, 
I. To (hew who they zxt whom theXord char- 
ges to depart from iniquity. 

The text tells you it is every one who names 
the name of Chrift. Thus, it is every one of you, 
whatever your cbara£ter be. The poor pagans, 
^amongft whom Chrift is not named^ God winks 

at 



d by Google 



. THE DUTY OF ALL, &C. 209 

at them; but he charges you, and every one of you, 
to depart from iniquity. — ^This cliarge is to you, 

1. Baptifed perfons, capable to difcern betwixt 
good and evil *, the name of Chrift is called upon 
you, and you nan^e him ; God charges you to de- 
part from iniquity. You are engaged to be the 
Lord's, to fight againft the. devil, the world, and 
the flefli. You have no liberty to follow your 
lufts and the vanity of your minds. You are 
charged, as Gk>d's fubje£):s, to have no more con* 
V)erfe with his enemies *, (ince you have given up 
your names to Chri{t, you are to dwell no more 
in the tents of fin. There is no exception of the. 
young more than the old, but every one who 
nametli the name of Chrid is to depart £rom 
iniquity. — The charge is to you, 

2. Who profefs faith in Chriit, and hope offal- 
vation through him. You name his name, and 
therefore you are charged. Although, perhaps, 
^ou will not fo much as bow a knee to God, nor 
have fo.much as a form of godlinefs, yet you have 
not renounced the faith, nor your part in Chrift ; 
therefore, fince you retain his name, and will be 
called Chrillians, depart from iniquity •, live like 
Chriftians, and not like thofe who never heard of 
Chrift. — The charge is to you, 

3. Who pray to God through Chrift. You 
name the name of Chrift, and therefore are char- 
ged to depart from iniquity. Some of you, per- 
haps, pray only (bmetimes, as if you had more 
necefiary bufinefs than ferving the Lord ; fome 
pray ordinarily, yet go on in fooie finful courfe or 
,other ; as if God was only to be ferved with fair 
words, and your lufts with the whole courfe of 
your life. But though this be your fituation, this 
charge Godlays on you notwithft ending, Depart 
from iniquity. — ^This charge is to you, 

Vol. IIL b 4. Who 
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4. Who profiefe faith in Chrift, and hqlmefi^of 
lifie'alfo. You name die nasie of Chvift, and 
tkerefofe you {hould depart from izB((uky. Are 
there liot many fucb, whole lives are trnferMj- 
ftaificd in points of immorality^ who walk moft. 
unfuitably to thdr cbaradev, by r&Jhm oi ^idiom 
tke way of truth is evil' fpoken of ? Rom^. ii. 23. 
«< Thou that makeft thy boaft dFthe few tjurough 
bveaking the^aw, difiicmottreft thou God ?** God 
charges- you to walk up to yowr charader, toyoiNr 
^pvofeffion, and to depart from ini^ty. — TIhs 
charge i9f 

Lqfiiy^^Tt} communicants, who name the name of 
Chrift m a moft lb]toin» manneti by fitting dowa 
al his table, before God, aUg^ls, and men. Tbi9 
charge is to you. Tou have named thi» name, aad^ 
gone back to the& imqutties of which you were 
convinced. Are there not fome who hmre ad^- 
ventured to ftretch forth ^m hand lo the Lcn^ 
at his table, aiid have qwekly agaiit ftretched 
it owl to their lufts ? To you die Lovd is^ fbying^ 
Quit your cemm»nk*afiing, or yowr ini^iaity; join 
•no mOTe s^ unhoj^y life to fiich » fair' and ftaming 
.profeffion. 

We are now, 

IL To ftew what is implied in this departing 
from iniquity which God chargeth us to aim 2^ 
— 4i«rei 

f/?, Let us inquire in vf^htet thie departure, thts 
happy af>oftacy li«s. And> 

idiy^ What of miquky- God 'Charges Be to- de- 
part froms—We- are^ 

i/?9 To inquire in what this departure^ this 
happy apoftacy Kes. There are five- things which' 
belong to ii;^*-There is, 

I* A giving up with our reft i» fim God-fiiys 

of 
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of fni to ail wiio'inime Chrift) ^ Arifc ye, aiul 4$- 
part, for this it tioc your reft ; becavfe it is 'pol- 
luted^ it^fodl dtftroy you, even with a fotte de« 
ftru^on/' Sianert, ye are fettled on your leei, 
as wine on the 42hreg9| bitt'there ttiuft be a Tepara- 
tioa ; you &re ilw^ing in a dangsrotift placG^ like 
I«ot tn ScMlom ; lying among the potS) as the If- 
ra^tes inSgypt^ ieeping fecotely tihe the flog- 
{ardonhis he^ « while his pomty Cometh as. 
one that traraikth, and his want as an armed 
man/' God chargeth you to awake and befbir 
yooTfelf) to fpri^g to your feet, and prepaid to 
make pns^efs in the ways of hoii!icf8.~»-Therc is, 

*£% A going oiF from fin, and giving up with it : 
Job, xxxiv. 3 a. «< If { have done iniquity^ I will do 
»o inore** God is faying to you of tin's domi- 
nion, as he faid to the ifraelites at Horeb, ** Ye 
iiave dwelt long enough itt this n^ount $ therefore 
"up and be gone from the tents of wickednefs $ yfe 
hvre dwek too long in the teiats of Mefeoh and 
Kedar/' May not ^ time paft fiiffice to bare 
60m die will of the flefh ? i Pet. iv. 3. Ye «< have 
long wandered on the mountains of vanity, come 
away from them now: Song, iv. 8. <* Come with 
me irtan Lebanon, nly fpoufe, with me from Le» 
bafson." Bid a long farewell^ow, and Cum yout 
basks on the lufts of the flefli, the lull of the eye, 
i»nd the pride of life«^«^i^here is, 

3.. A ftandingoff from Cn, as the word properly 
^gnifies : Prov, hr. 1 5.W Avoid it, pafs not by it, tutu 
from it, and pafs away." Keep yourfelves at a di^ 
ftance. Standoff from it as from a fire-that will con- 
fume you, as from a leprofy that will infeCb yoo, as 
from an unclean thmg that will ^file you, as from 
a fword and arrow which will pierce and wound 
^ou to death, as from a iSrpent whofe biting and 
S z ftingini 
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ftinging is poifonous, painful, and deadly.-Thcrcis, 
4. A^ going off 10 the other fide, namely, to 
Chrift and holinefs : Ifit* Iv. 7. <« Let the wicleed 
forfake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
Ihoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will haVe mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon " There can be 
no neutrality in the matter betwixt fin and holi- 
nefs, no (landing between the two : << He that isi 
not with me is'againft me," (aith Jefus ; *< and he 
that gathereth not with me, fcattereth abroad," 
Matth. xii. 30. Sin and holinefs are fuch oppo- 
* iites, that one of them muft be predominant in 
every fubjeft capable of either. . Apoftates from 
religion betake themfclvcs to the other fide, and 
they who run away from Chrift, they lift themfelves 
under Satan's banner ; and fo do chofe who fall 
away from fin, fall in with Chrift and newnefs of 
lifci — There is, ^ . . 

Lafily^ A going farther and farther from fin. Eyen 
the faints muft always be departing from it : Job, 
xi. 14, « If iniquity be in thine, hand, put it far 
away, and let not wickednefs dwell in thy taber- 
nacles.^ The firft departure of the faints in con- 
verfion, though it be fmcere, is not perfe£b; but 
what is then begun, muft be held on in the pro<- 
grefs of fandiification, . as a fpring when . <^ixed, 
runs and runs on, till the mud be wholly:renx>ved 
out of the fountain. Prov; iv. 18. " • The path 
of the juft is as the (hining light, that fiiineth 
more and more unto the pcrfefk day." . They, 
having this hope, purify themfelves, even as God 
is pure, 1 John, iii.,3. ^"^ hence their depart-^ 
ing from fin confifts in daily mortification, and \u 
ving more and more to righteoufnefe. - ^ 

Secondly^ Let us inquire what of iniquity God 
charges us to depart from. It is the accurfed 

thing, 
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thing, with whkh we have nothing to do^ We 
muft dc{>art from all fin, from the whole of it.*^ 
We mnft depart,. 

1. From under the domhiioa oJF fin : Rom. vi» 
la. ** Let not fin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye (ho^ld obey it in the lufts thereof." 
Sin has a dominion over ail who are out of Chtift* 
It commands their whole man. The motions of 
it are the laws they obey. It is a dominion which 
is oppofed tcTChrifl's ; in the one, grace reigns un^ 
to life ; bttt in the other, fin reigns unto death. 
Chrift ofiers to. break the bands of your yoke; 
eome then to him^ and fhake off the yoke oi your , 
fins, renounce your allegiance, withdraw and re* 
fafe obedience to your oid mailers ; fay, * What 
have I any more to do with idols ?'^-* We muft de-» 
part, 

2. From the pra£%ice of fiti, Ifa. Iv. 7* quoted 
above. Give up with and put an end to your fin-^ 
fol courfes ^ be no longer workers of iniquity, for 
fuch workers will get a fad reward of their work, 
Matth. vii. 2:3* ^' Depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity." To what purj^ofe do men pretend to 
beiieye in Chrift, while tiney are the fetvants of 
fin ? How ca^ one fervtf two fuch conttnry ma- 
fters ? What avails the pretended belief of the 
truth, which purges not the heaort and life of un^ 
godliness and unrighteoufnefs : Rom. i. i8. *<Fo« 
the wradi of God is revealed from heaven againA 
3il ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men, who 
hoM the truthinuntighteou&efs." Dep&rtthenfrom 
the ^ra£lice of fiiv*-*in your outward man, your 
life and converfation. God is faying tp you this 
dipy^ James, iv. ft. ^ Cleanfe your hands, ye fin-, 
ncrs, acKl purify your hearts, ye double-minded.'^ 
Ri^orm y^Kit lites, if ever you would have com* 
mimion with God here or here^ter, PiiaL xxiv. 3. 4V 
%• i* i6- ** Wafli you, make you clean \ put 

S 3 away 
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away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes 5 ceafe to do evil." Look to your converia- 
tion, fee what is in it offcnfive to God, and diiha« 
nouring to his name, 'and depart from all this : 
Lam. iii. 40. ** Let us fearch and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord." — —Turn from grofs 
pollutions of the outward man, and live the Chri- 
ftian life, or give over the Chriftian name, Jcr. 
vii. 9.-*-ii. There have been fober Heathens, 
who \^ere remarkable for their temperance, their 
juftice in dealings, and, in a word, regular lives 
according to the precepts of morality. But how 
many Chriftians are there, whofe lives arc ftained 
with profane fwearing and curfing, drunkennefs, 
injudice, diihpnefty, filthinefs, and other grofs pol- 
lutions, by reafon of which the way of truth is 
evil fpoken of ! God charges you, fmce ye name 
the name of Chrift, to depart from thefe, upon the 
pain of eternal excluiion from his prefence, i Cor. 
vt. 9\ 10. Gal. V. 19. — 2r. Wherefore, let him 
that did thefe things do fo no more. ■ ■ ' T urn 
from the lefler pollutions of tlie outward man: 
AGtSy xxiy. 16. « And herein do I cxercifc my* 
felf, to have always a confcience void of offencjs 
toward God and toward men." A perfon may 
be drowned in a rivulet, as well as in the deep 
fca, if they take not heed to tbcmfeJves. Vain 
and idle words, as well as vile and wicked ones, 
may ruin a man : Matth. xii. 36. 37; « But I foy 
unto you, that every idle word that a man (hall 
fpeakji they Ihall give account thereof in the day 
of judgement. For by thy words thou (halt be 
juftified, ^nd by thy words thou fhalt be condemn- 
ed." There is a c^relefs way of living, though 
not the way of open profanity, which yet is offen« 
five to tender Chriftians, in which men fwim to 
deftru£Uon in a ftream of fins that few in the 

. world 
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world make any account of, and they go to hell 
without making the found of their feet to be heard 
by the way. Hear their doom, Pfal. cxxv. 5. « As 
for fuch tnat turn afide unto their crooked ways, 
the Lord fhall lead them forth with the workers 
of iniquity." «< This I fay therefore, and teftify 
in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles ws^k, in the vanity of their mind/' Eph. 
iv, 1 7- Look to the law and to the teftimony y 
cleanfe your way by thefe, Pfal. cxix. 9. If the 
word of God condemn your pra&ice, though all 
the world juftify it, God qhargcs you to departfrora 
it. — Depart from the pradice of fin in the inner 
man, James, iv. 8. (quoted above), Pf;U. xxiv. 3. 4. 
Sin miy be oeaten frorti the outworks, while it 
has retired in fafety to the heart : there may in ap- 
pearance be a clean life, while the heart is foul all 
over, and wickednefs is praftifed at eafe in the 
ftcret chambers of imagery. Therefore . God 
charges you, as Jer. iv. 14. «0 Jcrufalem ! waih. 
t^iine heart from wickednefs, that thou mayeft be 
faved ', how long {ball thy vain thoughts .lodge 
within thee ?"—^—Turn> then, from itart vile" 
nefs. Since the heart is as open to God as the 
life it is of little u(e to be as a whited fepulcbre, 
while within we are full of rottennefs, to clean 
the outfide of thr cup while the infide is full of 
lavening. Purge your hearts of fpeculative filthi* . 
nefs ; away with filthy imaginations, impure 
thoughts, envy, covctoufnefs, malice, iPet. ii. 1.2. 
Be as much concerned to crufli thefe vipers in the 

(hell, as to refill external aftions. Turn from 

heart-vanity, Eph. iv. 17. (quoted above). Vain 
thou^ts are like idle words, ofiFenfive to God, and 
therefore hated and refifted by the godly : Pfal. 
cxix. 113. " I hate vain thoughts." Vanity of 
heart is the next ftep tO; and pave« the way for vile- 
. neft. 
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ftefs of heart and life. It is the houfe Acrpt aiuf 
garnifhed) to which the devil returns with feven 
other ipirits worfe than himfelf. Therefore la- 
bour to get your hearts filled with good jodotions 
and holy defiresi regulated by the fear of God, 
warmed with his love^ guarded by Watchfuhieiii^ 
and fo bufied as that yc may not feed on wifid» but 
may be taken up. about w)^ may be of good u£tp 
both profitable and pleafing» 

3 . Depart from the derifing and oonf riving of fin. 
A good man may be furprifcd into fin^ but for z 
man to fit down and contrive finful a&ions, is to 
make his heart a forge for Satan. To fleep and 
wake lit purfuing the contrivance of fin^ is the 
ctk2,Tzi8tct of a wicked maft : PfaL xxxvi. 4. ** He 
devifeth mifchief upon hts bed, he fetteth himfcif 
in a way that » not ^ood ; he abhorretfa not evil." 
Thus men fet themfelves wilfully in an ill way» 
which grieves the Spirit, extingniihcs his motions^, 
and waftes the confcience. Men may ihew their 
worldly wit in this way> thai! they are wife to do- 
evil I and they mxy, for a tone, profper in their 
way8> and brmg their xftdcjced deviee^ to pafs^ Pfal. 
X3txviL J, £kit fiaeb a habitual pra£&t wiU 
prove a man graeelefs, i John, sii. S. 9. and wili 
be bittemefs in the endy for evil doers ffaaU be 
cut off, PCal. xxxvit. 9. Depart dien frdm the: 
devi&ttg of fiaii <pr ^utt the. ttanve of Chriiltans. 

4. Depart from die love of fin : Eaek. xiv. 6. 
«Thus fjiith the|Lordi Gody Repent, and turn your- 
felvet from your idols, and turn away your faces> 
frpm all /our abominations.'^ x John, ii. 15. 16. 
While the love' of fin reigns in the heart, theu^ 
they may feem to dirpart from it, ihe devil has a 
pkdge of diem that they wittnot gd far awiy, biit 
that they will come again back td^hini. This is that 
wMcb madces lb many, cei^mumiemcs « fiandai t» 

their 
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their prafef&on v To many who. pot their hand to 
the. plough, to look back. They ftill love finfql 
liberty, their hearts are not divorced from their 
lufts, and fo they return to their idok. If you 
itame the name of Chrift^ and profeis lovjc to 
hixn, God charges you , . T o turn your eftecm 
of fin into difdain and contempt of i^ Ifa; ii, 20. 
** Caft your idols to the moles and to the bats." 
Let grace and holinefs have the afcendant of fin 
and wickednefs in your efteem. Account them 
no more the happy men who take to themfelves 
a liberty in. .finful courfes, but as men who ar« 
moft miferable, vile, and pitiful* as flaves to fin» 
and in the road to dedruf^ion, Pfal. xv. 4. ■ 
You are charged to turn your love of (in into ha- 
tred and abhorrence of it, Pfal. xcvii. lo. ** Ye 
that love the Lord, hate evil." Hate it as evil, 
as the worft: of cviJs, worfe than any fufferinga 1 
hate it as hell : Rom: xii. 9. « Ablwr.that which 
is evil." Hate Jt ^s deftru^ive to the foul, as difr 
honouring and difpleafing to God. Abhor it as 
you would do a'cup of poifon, though a golden cup. 
Your love of it muft be turned into loathing. 
Look not only upon it a? an ill thing, but as a fil- 
thy and a loathfome thing,, at which one'fi. heart 
is apt. to (land, Tfa^ XXX. 22. £zek. xviii. 31. 
Yqu have long j^^pt at it as a fweet morfel. Let 
your foul apprehend its real filthinefs, fo as that 
you may vomit it up again. — Your former cleaving 
unto fin muft be turned into longing to get rid of it» 
Rom. vii. 24. " O ! wretched man that lam, who 
(hall deliver me from the bo4y of this.death?" 
JLong to be free of it, as a prifoner lo](ig^ for the 
opening of the prifon-dpors, as a captive for hi$ 
liberty. Look on it as a burden on your back,- 
which makes you ftoop,^ as a burden on your head> 
which perplexes you hgw to get free ot it ; as a 

burden 
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liurdeii on your ftonncfa, irhich yoi| wxB eodea- 
'vour to caft up. This is die heart's departing 
fmn fin, withovt which ail other departures from 
it win be lo Ikde puipofe. 

5. Depart ffom the enjoyment of the fruits of 
fio. Thr rigfateous^ sisn is one who de^pifes 
the gain ol oppre£^, that {hslselb fats hiimU 
£pcMn hoMing of bribes, that ftoppedi his ears fiom 
hearing (rf Mood, and fiiutfeeth his eyes from fee* 
ing of evil. When lovers part, tfcry- giw back 
their tokens; and when a finner parts \rith his fin 
in caimrft, he wit! part tridi its fruitdi what- 
ever advantages he has by them. This is fo 
crid^nt even to a natural oonfcieflce awaken- 
ed, that Judas, repenting of his betra^ng of 
Chrift, could not longer brsik the thirty piwxs 
lie had made by his fin ; and 2^ch<^s, ^n* 
eeiely repenting, is ready ito • make reftitutwa, 
Luke, xix. S* It w^s Baitom^s charaAer, he 
loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs. And he 
who wiUnily keeps the fruk of his fin, there- 
by nails down his own foal in a ftate of impeni« 
tency, fo that he cannot repent of that fin ^ he 
binds the guilt of it on himfdf as with bandi 
of iron and Imfs, fo that it cannot be forgiven 
while this difpofition remains. Wherefore parge 
oat this leaven, and caft away the fruits wwi die 
tree. 

6. Depart from the occafions of fin, and. »U 
temptations to it, Ezek. xiv, 6. (quoted above) : 
It is vain to pretend to depart from fin, when men 
do riot watch againft the occafions to it. They 
who in a%ficge refol^ie really not to give up the 
town, will defend the outworks as long as they 
can. Thefe* do not depart from, but run intofmi 
who caft themfelves into die way of temptations. 
Therefore fays Solomon : Prov. iv. 14. 15, « En- 
ter 
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ter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pafs oyer it, 
turn from it, and pafs away.'* Mind the apoftle's 
advice, i Thff. v. 22. *< Abftain from all appear- 
ance of evil.'* Occafions and temptations will 
ieek ua oat white in this evil world ;. but let every 
one who nameth the name of Chrift be upon his 
guard againft them. 

Laftlyy Depart from the workers of iniquity : 
2 Cor. vi. 17. " Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive 
you.'* Let birds of a feather flock together \ but 
if ye name the napie of Chrift, depan from the 
tents of wicked men. True, we cannot altogether 
(hun them while we are in the world: but to 
m^ choice of ungodly perfons for our> compa.- 
liions, is the way to ruin : Prov^ xiii. 20. " He 
that walketh with wife men fhall be wife : but a 
companion of fools fliall be deftroyed." Where- 
fore, if you befettingyour &ces heavenward, depart 
from thcrfe whefe faces are towards hell r hSks^ ii. 
40^** With many words did Peter teftify and exhorff 
them, faying, Save yourfelves from tms. untoward 
generation." Pfal. xii. 7. " Thou (halt keep thew, 
OLord, thou (halt preferve them from this ge- 
neration, for ever." 



Ttus:. 
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SERMON LVII. 



2 Tim. 11. 19. jt^nd let every one thai ttameth tti-e 
name of Chriji depart from iniquity. 



TTAviNG, in the preceding difcourfe, confi- 
I 1 dercd to whom the charge is addreifed, and 
what is imported in the charge, <* depart fiom 
iniqiuity," . 

We now proceed, 

III. To explain the nature of this charge, or to 
(hew how tlie Lord charges thofe who name the 
name of Chrift to depart from iniquity.— You 
may know the nature of this charge given to them 
in the text, by thefe following properties .-r-It is, 

I . An univerfal charge, and this in two refpefts. 
i/?. In refpedi of the perfons naming. Mverj 
•ne^ fays the text, who nameth the name of Chrift: 
there is no exception in the charge, it is di- 
re^cd to all and fundry who profefe Chrift, or 

^ who 
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who are calkd ChriftianSi whether ye be communi- 
cants or not. Since you are Chriftians byname^ you 
are charged by the God who made you^ to betake 
yourfelves to the Chriftian life, and depart from 
iniquity. Whether you be high and honourable, 
or low and mean in the world, whatever diffe- 
rence is betwixt you and others, God makes none 
in this charge. But whether young or old, you are 
included in the charge, and you cannot reGft it, 
but at your higheft peril.r— 2^i^ The charge is 
univerfal in refpe^i of the fins which you are to 
depart &om : !^ek. zviii. Sh *^ ^^^ away from 
you all your tranfgreffions, whereby you have 
tranfgreffed, and make you a new heart and a new 
fpirit : for. why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?** 
They are all and every one of them difhonouring 
to God, difpleafing to him, difagreeable to the holy 
name by which you are called, and therefore aU 
of them are to be departed fram—^-you muft part 
with your faihiontable . fins, (with which, to he 
neighbour-like, you comply, though you (hould be' 
a woiKl^r to manyi), as well as with unfaihionable 
ones, to which you hav6 no temptation : Rom. xit»» 
2. " And be not conformed to this world." — You* 
muft depart from your gainful fins, as well as 
thpfe by ^ which you make no profit : Matth. xvi; 
26. " For what is a man profited, if he ftiall gain 
tl>e whole world j>2U3id.lofe his awn foul ? or what 
Alalia lyian give in exchange for hiafoiflf^-^Yoti 
muft part. With the fins of your calling and ftation 
in the world, as well as thofe which Ue ^ut of 
your road, ^fhis is an ordinary fcrecn for fin; 
but fee Luke, .iii. 12- 13. 14. You muft part* 
with little fin$, as well as with great fins*; with^ 
your darling fin, your bofom-idol, as well as ilfith 
others lefs belovcii^ . with the fiqs of four ton* 
ilitution, that fin which moft ea^lyxibefets ydvy 
Vol. III. T Hcl*. 
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Heb. xii. i. ; in » one word, with all your fins of 
heart and life.— It is, 

2. X peremptory x:harg,e : AGtSy xviL 30, « And 
thj times of this ignorance God winked at 5 hvtt 
now commandeth all men cv«ry where to repent/* 
There are no ifs or ands for your keying your fin», 
or any of them. Many go about to > compound 
the matter with God. They will part with fiich 
^d fuch a fin, they will only harbour this and that^ 
which. j$ but a iittk one, a sigh^ cfe^ &6 ) hut 
H\ vain, you muft part wi^ alL 1£ you would 
give rivera of .oil, qjr ^he fruit of yx>ttr body for 
your (ifis, you. cannot be allowed to keep any dae 
€4 thef0 aiccurffid things. ^It Js, 

3. A. charge for the preifcnt trme : Pfal. xcv. 7. 
•* To-day, if y« rwill bear his voite, harden not 
your heart/' It requiies obedience upon hearing 
p{ it, a fpcedy and quick compliance, like that, 
Pfal. cxix. do% *' 1 made hafte,' and delayed not^ 
iQ.keiepdbyi. commandments." You are not allow- 
ed tJo advife another day, whether you will depart, 
from iniquity or not*. iFor ought you know, it is 
now or never with yourt 2 Cor. vi. 2. " Behold^ 
i|ow is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day 
of f^lvation." Aiid if yourefufe this once more, 
God BViytake you at your refufal, and determine 
your internal ftafe by if:, Prov. i. 24. and dowti* 
■vards. ^ Often refufals are moftdan'getoui: Frov.' 
XKiit. 1. "HeAait,. bei^g dftcn reprbsrefd, harden- 
Qlh his: U«^5 flidll.fuddenly be deftroyed, and-that 
tfithottit wsnidy/-— It-is, 

, 4. A,iCh9tg^ with certification, a diargc up-. 
OB.ypi»,highdbperil 5 Hefc. xii. aj. "See that ye 
rfifufc uoi: him that fpeaketh. For if they eicaped 
n^t'whp cefuCed him that fpake onearth, much more 
ihall not ykc cfcapc, if we turn away frdm him-that 
fpeahetb^ from Jieawri**' You are charged to depart 

from 
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from iniquity, as you wiH anfwer it before the 
Judge of the quick and dead. There is in this in- 
ftance a fivefold certification. — There is this cer- 
tification, ' 

(i.) That if you do it not, you §\M 'liicwt the 
high difplcafinre of God : Rom. i. i8. <« For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft alt 
ungodiinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men who hdd 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs." Who knows th« , 
power of His wratii who is able to frown the crea^ 
ture into the loweft abyfs of mifery ? His anger 
makes the hills to tremble, the mountains tofmoke; 
zkas ! how can worm man bear it ? — There is this 
certification^ 

(2.) That if you do it not, you fliall have no 
communioa with God in duties : Amos, iii. 3. 
«< Can tW0 w'alk together, except they be agreed ?" 
You inay go- to your prayers, but God will not 
be fouTO of you i he' will turn the back and not 
the face t!o you : Pfal. Ixvi. 18. " If 1 regsfrd ini- 
quity in ftiy heart, the Lord will not; hear n^c." 
You fhall njid a feparation-wall built up betiyeeh 
God and you : Ifa. lix. 2. " But your iniquities 
have feparated between you ""and your' God, and 
your fins hgve hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear." You * may come to a communion- 
table, but your Harboured lufts Ihall feparate bel 
twixt God and you : this will make it a fapleft 
meal to ypU. — ^There fe this certification, 

(3.) That if you do it not, your beft ferviiies 
iand duties will not be aiccepted, but rejected as an 
-abomination. Remember ^hat God requires dbei 
dienc<; rather than faerifices ; and it is m vain fbr 
men to think' to pleafc God in the external adi 
of devotion, while they do not make confcience 
of obeying his commandments in hdimefs of life \ 
Piov. xxviii. 9. « He that turneth a^^^ay his '^at 
from hearing the law, even his prayer (hall be an 
J T 2 abomination.'* 
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abomination." Will men dare to go over the 
bcUy of their duty enjoined them from theXord's 
word| without ever aiming to coimply with it, 
and yet think to communicate acceptably ?-^There 
is thi9 certification, 

(4.) That if you do it not, you will get a curfe 
initead of a bleffing ia your approaches to. God, 
Mai. ii. 2* 3. God has made fome monuments 
pf his vengeance, who have prefumed in their fins 
unrepented of to approach his prefence in a folemn 
n^anner, Levit. x. i. 3. But becaufe God does 
not (Irike men often this way, there are found thofe 
who, living in fecret wickednefs, . come to the 
Lord's table to cloak their wickednefs^ little con- 
(idcjing thp blading curfe to which they cxpofe 
their fouls. — ^There is this certification, 
• (5.) That if you do it not, you Oisdl periih in 
your, iniquity : Heb. xii. 14. ** Follow peace with 
all men, and hoiinefs, without which no man (hall 
fee the Lord/' True hoiinefs. is in. all mannec 
of cpnverfation. One thing lacking wUl ruin 
and fink the {hip of your fouls, as well as a thou^ 
fand. 

We are now, ^ . t 

. IV. To (hew why thofc particularly who name 
the name of Chrift, are charged to depart from 
iniquity. AH. to whom the gofpel comes are f<r 
charged, but thofe who profcfs Chrift arc in a 
fpepial manner thus charged. — For, 

I. The praftice of iniquity is a contradi£kion 
to their profeffionj fo^that they canjiot have this 
pradice, but they giye the lie to their profeC- 
(k>u An holy profeifion^ and a^ unholy pra^^ice, 
are fuch inconfiftencies, as that the one over- 
draws the oi;her ^ ** for what felLowfhip nath righ- 
tc^oufiiefs with unrighteoufoefs ? and what com- 

muiuQa 
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muoion hath light with darkhei^ ?• and H^^t cbn^ 
cord bath Chrift with Belial ?** 2 Cor. ri. 14. 
1 5. By their profeffion they are friends of 6od> 
by their practice they are enemies j by the one 
they carry Chrift's yoke, by the other fin and Sa« 
tan's. Thus thie life is woven into one pradical lie* 

2. Whofeerer paxtakes of Cbrift's falvation, it- 
parts from imquity ; for falvation- fYom fln i^ thd 
leadn^and diief part of Chrift's falvdtion : "Tliou 
fhalt call his name Jefus, for he iliall fave his 
people froih their fins." Therefore none can juftjy 
claim Chrift as his Saviour, who ftill lives in fin* 
Hence we are told, James, ii. 17. '^ That faitlt 
without works is dead." And a holy life js juft 
as neccflary to evidence our intereft in Chrift, 
as light is necefl!ary to evidence that the fun is 
rifen. 

3. The practice of iniquity in fuch, is in a pt- 
cufiarmanaer €>fienfive to God, and grieving to his 
Spirit. Sin is ofienfive to his holinefs, where- 
cvcr it is f ouipd; but the ofFca^e Is cfeubled' in 
thofe who name the mmc of Chrijft : Aij^osi iH. 
2. «< You onJy have I knowft of all the fenailJt^ 
ot the ean^^ Thercfot^ I witf puljiOi: you^ for 
all yoor iniquities.'* Friends wouilds pi^ee 
deepeft; and the nearer that the relation i« behVixi: 
the Q^nder Timd' th^ offended, thb offence is the 
worfe t^fcenj Pfal. xK. 9;, and Iv. 17; i^. 'the 
treachery of a 'traitor Is -more grievous? thdn 'the 
enmity of an pp^n. enemy, aTid more fevdrtljp pu- 
niihed ; and accordingly the impfery' of' thofe 
who name t&ename bfChrJft, is ihore Heinous 
than that of others ^ho do not : Matth. xi; i:*V 
"But I fay umb you, itifhall be nvore ^Icrabl^ 
for Tyre and Sidon atthis day of judgenient, than* 
foryou." The bresikingof ^ covehant, which all theC 
Infixed aslivell as Wnununicant^faave ciit^i^ed int6i'* 
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18^ mod aggravating, both in refped of fin and ptr- 
niflimcnt- Sec Matdi. xxiv. 5 v. Compare Jcreni< 
xyiii. 34. 

. ^^fyi It refiefks a pcculiiar difhoiiour upon 
God i fucb fina bring a fcandal upon that holf 
nape and religion which they profefs r Rom. ii. 
Z4p ^^ For the name of God is biafphemed among 
thi^ Gentiles through you.** The loofe lives of 
profefibrs expofe religion to the ridicule and re-^ 
proach of its enemies ; fo that they are the jpudafea 
by whojm the Son of man was oetrayed. Reli- 
gion is the worfe of them ; and it meets with worfe 
entertaiiiment in the wotldi, that wodcers of iniqui»w 
ty do profefs it^ 

Wb are new,. 

V. To make fomepra&ical improvement; and 
Ais,, 

J^irjl,' In an ttfe of mformation.'^^This doftrine 
fliews us, . 

. i; That all and every one \amongft us, by the> 
^^uthprity. of God who made us>. .and in whofe^ 
name we were bapdfed, are obliged to depart 
. frc^ iniquity. You cannot keep it without re- 
bellion againft your fovereign Lord, without trea-. 
cbery and breach of your covenant. O diat men^ 
Would fcri()ufly refiea on &e authority; diey are- 
under I. confider. the charge ^tven them from hea-^ 
ven^ and hpw they will a^nfwer for their difobe* 
dience to it^ when God.rlfes up to judgements— 
This, ihews us^ 

2.. That for men to ab&unfirom &e facrament 
of the Supper, tp diis end that they may. not be 
^ridged of their liberty in finful courfes,. is. not 
only, impious, but childilh and foolifli. It is im- 
^ou$, as it is a determined difdbedience to God's 
exprefs ^harge.r-lt is fooUih^ b^caufe tUa liberty. 
is already c^t off from Ifacm^ and renounced by 

them 
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them, by their taking on the profeilion and badge 
of Chiiftianity. — ^Their abftaining from the facra- 
ment of the Supper, unlefs alfo they renounce their 
baptifm, and all their part in Chrift, will not take 
their name out of this charge from heaven;— We 
are inftrufted, ' 

• 3. That they are bold adventurers, and run a 
dreadful rifle, who come in their fins, unrepented 

• ef, and not fincerely refolved againft, and fit down 
at the Lord's table : i- Cor. xi. 2<^. " For he that 
eateth anddrinketh unworthily, eatethand drink - 
eth damnation tahimfelf, not discerning the Lord's 
body." It i^ one of the moft folemn ways of na- 
ming the name of Chri(l, to communicate at hit} 
table.. Whofo partakes of this bread and CBp do 
folemnly and pra&ically confefs, before God, an- 
gels, and men, that they take Chrift, and part 
with their lufts, that they proclaim an irrecon- 
ciieable war againft the devil, tlie world, and th© 
fieih, according to this charge. And for fuch to 
be ilill in the enemy's camp, or to return after 
the factament to their former known finful cour- 
&8, is folemnly to lie,, and to^mock God, the coti- 
ieqnence^ of which, will be moft terrible : Gal. vl. 
7. " Be not deceived •, God is not mocked : for 
whatToever a man foweth, that fhall he alforeap."t 
4. Behold here how the Lord's table is fenced, 
by a fence o£ God's own making : « Let every 
ott that nameth the name of Chrift depart from 
iniquity." There is a great privilege before iis, 
the making a moft folemn profeflion of the name 
of Chrift, and our communion with him. Here 
in the. text are God's terms of admiffion to the 
privileges, and thefe are moft reafonable ; which 
are, that diofe who ftiall profefe their coming over 
to Chrift's fide, (hall defei;t the enemy's camp ; if 
they be for. the light^ tfaey muft renounce the 

works 
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works of darknefs ; if they take Chrift, they m«ft 
let thefe go» You hear the terms ; lay your i^nd 
to your heart, and fee what you will do. If mea 
will not depart from iniquity^ let them not take 
Chrift's name in vain. Om text debars from 
this holy table, whofoever will indulge tfaemfelves 
in, and will not part with, any known fin whatfo- 
ever 5 particularly, 

( I .) All neglediers of the duties of piety towards 
God. Surely pray'erkfe perfons, and fuch as only 
call on God now and then, flighters of God's or- 
dinances, his wotd, his Sabbaths, depart not from 
iniquity, but live in it» and cannot with a good 
conscience fit down at his table. Though they 
may deceive mea^ they cannot deceive God, who 
fays to them, Pbl. 1. 16. 17. « What haft thou 
to doy to declare my ftattttes, or that thou ihouldeft 
take nciy covenant in thy mouth ? feeing thou 
hateft inflru£lion, and cafteft my words behind 
thee," Depart from dbcfe, then, .or prefume not 
to fit down at the LordV table. 

(2.) All who make not eonfcienceof their dvttf 
towards ipen, tighteoufheis, mercy, and charity. 
Thofe who can wroi^ their neighbours, by ui^ 
dermining and cheating themi piekkig and fteai- 
ing from them, by unfaithfubiefs in what they 
have of other men's among their hands, are 
fitter to join a fociety of robbers, than to ^t 
down at a commun^ion^-tadale : Jerem. vit. 11. <^Is 
this houie, which is . called by my riame, become 
a den of robbers in your eyes ? behold, I have fecis 
it, faith the Lord," See 1 Cor« vi. 9. — ^iThofc wlu> 
fliut vsp their bowels from d» poor and needy^ 
who opprefs and grind the faees of others, are 
utterly unfit for this feal of God's mercy- — Thofc 
who live Jn hatred of their neighbojurs, in malice 
suQd envy^ and mbo c^niipt be jteconciled to, ^r 
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forgive thofe who have done them a wrong, are 
unfit for this feal of God'sjardon : Matth. vi. 15. 
«* But if ye forgive not men their trefpafles, nei- 
ther will your Father forgive your trefpafles." 
rkrpait from thefe, or prefume not to go to the 
table of the Lord ; for with a good confcience 
you cannot come there, unlefs you be refolved 
from the heart to be confcientioua in all your re- 
lations, confcientious neighbours, parents, chil-* 
dren, mailers, fervants, &c. * 

3. All diofe who are not fober'in their lives : 
Titus, ii. 1 2. The gofpel « teaches, that we (hould 
live fobcrly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent 
world.'* Can a man who will not quit the table 
of dmnkennefs, be fit for the Lord's table. Do 
but imagine, a perfon fitthig at the Lord^s table 
one day, and getting drunk another day; what 
a monftrous and horrible thjng is this I Cor. z. 2 u 
" Ye cannot drink of the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of devils*" Thofe who are wedded to the luft of 
the eyes, the luft of the flefti, and the pride of life, 
will but get a ftroke to their fouls by fuch a fo- 
lemn approach. Depart from intemperance, theii^ 
and from the vain way of the world, or prefume 
not to approach this holy table. 

4. All thofe who fuffer their tongues^ to go at 
random, and make no confcience of their words. 
It is the charaQfcr of pcrfons very different from 
the people of God, which you have : Pfal. xii. 2. 
3, 4. ": They fpeak vanity every one with his 
neighbour : with flattering lips, and with a double 
heart do they fpeak : the Lord will cut off^ all flat- 
tering lips, and the tongue that fpeaketh proud 
things 5 who have faid. With our tongu^ will 
we prevail, our lips are our own : who is lord 
over us ?" Let fwearers and cur&rs take heed to 
thiS| and le| them not deceive themfelves with 

this,. 
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diisf that they do it only in a paffion^ let thenr 
foberly confider what agf eement there is betwixt a 
ibiemn profeflion of the . holy name one day, aaid 
a profaning it another ; betwixt their profefiing 
' faith in Chrift, bringing their con fcie noes to his 
blood, andti^eir endeavours for God's bkfling one 
day, and another day fwearing by their faith, their 
€onfcience> and curling therhfelvcs or others. 
Let liars, filthy fpeakers, fknderers> and back* 
biters, who ufe their tongues fo bufily in the 
fervice of the devil, know what they have to 
expe£b, if diey approach the table of the Lord, 
PfaL 1. i6.— 23. A»d let all know, that a loofe 
unbridled tongue, wilt proves a man's religion 
vain } . -acnd this vain i^ligk>ii will leavis turn in the 
hirch it length : James, u 26, *i M any man 
among you fisem ta be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue,, but deceivieth his own heart ; this 
main's reltgiiDn is vain.'^ Dspart" therefore from 
aii thefc^ or prefuni'c not to approach the Lord'i( 
table, 

5. AH thofe who make no cojtfcience- of in- 
ward purity, the 'keeping of the heart : Matth. r. 
^ « Blefled are the pure in heart, fofr they Ihall 
fee God." Outflde religion may give you out- 
ward privileges, . but it will leave you to break 
your teeth on the fhcll, without ever enjoying the 
kernel of them. Speculative impurities and fins 
entertained in the. heart, will exclude you out of 
heaven ; and, before the Lord^ will exclude you 
from his table, if you are not repenting of them, 
and refolving, through grace, to wreftle' againft 
them. Depart alio from thefe, or Venture not tb 
approach this lioly table. 

6. All thofe who entertain and indulge them- 
felves in any known fin, or in the negleS of any 
known duty, or ape not content to have their ^n 

and 



Digitized by Google 



THdE DUTY or ALL, &C. * 23 1 

and duty difcovercd to them : Pfel. Ixvi. 18. <Vlf 
I regard Iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me." One thing may mar all in the bargain 
betwixt Chrift and your fouls. If one luft be te- 
ferved and excepted, it is no bargain : Mark, x. 
«r, 22. " Then Jefus beholding him, loved him, 
and fatd unto him. One thing thou ladceft \ go 
thy way, fell whatfoevcr thou haft, arid give to 
the poor, and thou (halt have treiafure inheaven 5 
and eome, take up thy crofs, and follow me^ And 
he. was fad at that faying, and went away grieved, 
for he had great poflcffions.^' Bfcn, Acn, (hould 
foberly confider, with what confcienee Aey can 
fit down at the Lord's table, while they are living 
in fin, in that which they are convinced to be fin^ 
and yet are never endeavouring to amend it. 

5. Behold how the door of accefs to the Lord's 
table is opened to all true penitents, whofe hearts 
are loofe4 from, and fet againft, all fin. Thofe 
who would now fincercly depart from their ini- 
quity, and turn from it without rcferve to the Lord,; 
are welcome to name the name of Chrift, they 
have his Father's allowance for it : Ifa. IV. -yj- 
« Let the wicked forfake his way, and theunfigh-* 
teouS man his thoiights, ^ahd Itt him^i^ettirh uhtti 
the .Lord, sknd he. will have mercy upon him, and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." He 
laith not, that they who will naifte the name 
of Chrift muft be without iniquity ; there are 
' none fuch irt drfs lower world 5 but they muft 
depart from it, they muft turn their backs 
on it, though it may tempt them ; they are 
to flee from it, though at may follow 5 they are to 
refift it, nay, even though it attack them. IVho- 
foevcr, then, is brought to be weary of itheir for- 
mer finful courfes, are fincerely defirotrs 4>f, and 
are refolving through grace to be the Lord's only, ♦ 
wholly, ahd for ever, to take Chrift for their Sa- 
viour 
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viour from fin and wrath, to take holinefs for their 
way, und God's word for their rule, ^ey have ac* 
ccfs to the covenant, and to the feal of the cove- 
nant, in a comfortable way. 

Laftly, This fhews us the neceiBty of felf-fearch- 
ing, examining ourfelves, on this occafion, i Cor. 
xu 28. Communicants (hould examine themfelves 
beforehand as to their fins,, as well as with refpcflb 
to their graces, fince God has commanded every 
one tha|4aameth the name of Chrift to depart from 
iniquity. Make not fuperfici^ work of com* 
muriicating,, but examine your. heart and life for the 
time paft, that ye may difcoyer what has been and 
what is your iniquity or iniquities, from ^hich you 
are now to depart : Lamen. iiii 40. << Let us fearch 
and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord." 
One reafon why there is fo little reformation on 
the back of communions is, that people do not be- 
forehand take a view of what is wrong, they do 
not confider what they are to endeavour the refor- 
mation of. Now, if a perfon do not know what 
he fliould depart from, how can he depart from 
it ? Wherefore, the fame authority which charg.es 
you to dej^art from iniquity, charges you to take a 
view of what has been amifs in your ways. Take 
fome time for this, and be as particular as you 
can, to fearch out the old leaven, and devote to a 
curie what, you find out. Examine how your 
hearts (land afie£ted to your ifms for the time pre- 
fent, whether you really repent c^ them or not, 
whether you be aihamed of them before the Lord» 
are heartily grieved for them, hate them, and arc. 
longing to be rid of them, to be delivered from 
the guilt, the ftain,' the power, and the indwell- 
ing of .tht?m, or not. If you have not attained to 
this, yo^ aje, while in this cafe, utterly unfit for 
a <:ommunion-table. If you have, the mafter of 
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ihe feaft makes you welcome. If your repentance 
be real, it will reach to all your known fins what- 
foever, without exception, both the root and the 
branches, Rom. vii. 24. << Q wretched man that 
Z am ! who fliall deliver me from the body of this 
death ?«— Examine how your hearts iland afFe£ted 
to them for the time to come 5 if you be fmccrc* 
ly refolded, through grace, on newnefs oi life. 
Surdy it is meet at all times, but efpecially before 
a communion-occafion, to be thus refdved : Job, 
xxxiv. 31. 32. *< Surely it is meet to be faid unto 
God, I have borne chaftifement, t will not ofiend 
any more. That which I fee not, teach thou me ; 
If 1 have done iniquity, I will do no more." If you 
cannot think to give up with your finful counesy 
or to live without them, do not mock God, and 
bring more guilt upon your fouls, by fitting down 
at his table : But if you would wifh to be holv as 
God is holy, and, under a fenfe of your inability 
to fubdue fin, defire to betake yourfelf to Chrilt 
for his fan£tifying Spirit, refolving through grace 
to watch agatnft fin, and refift the motions of it, 
ye are welcome guefts to the Lord's table.'— We 
fliall only add, 

Sicondfyy An ufe of exhortation. We exhort 
you to depart from iniquity, turn from your fins^ 
fince you name the name of Chrift. Let none 
think to find fhelter for their fins under this^ 
namely, that they intend not to take the facra- 
ment. You have taken a facrament already, 
which obliges you to this, and therefore I charge 
one and all of you to depart firom your iniquity 
this day .^— If you will not, know the fame 
Chrift, whofe name you name, while you will 
not depart from iniquity, will be your great ene- 
my : Luke, xix. 27. << But thofe mine enemies, 
wnich would not that I fhould reign over them, 
bring hither and flay them before m?." Sin is 
the great make-bate betwixt God and the finncr, 
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and tlie friendfliip with your lufts will be enmity 
with the Lord. Hereupon I would alk you^ 
How think ye to live on God's ground, amongft 
the midft of his creatures, while God is your ene- 
my? Know ye not that all the eftztures are 
banded together againft him to whom God is aa 
enemy ? Does not the meat thou eateft fey, 
I)ord, if thou wilt allow me, I will chock this re- 
bel ? The earth, I will fwallow him up who will 
not depart from iniquity ? — Again, let me aik 
you, How will you look the king of terrors in the 
face ? What comfort will diefe fins which thou 
now hoideft fall leave thee, when t^ie old fialul 
tabernacle b^ins to fall down, the foul to flee 
away, and the carcafe is brought down to a grave» 
both to be imprifoned, the former in hell, the 
latter in the grave, till the refurredion i How will 
you bear to be raifed up, and fifted before the great 
tribunal, to anfwer for all thofe fins you vtriU 
not now depart from, and to receive the eternal 
reward of your works i 

Partfcularly, O communicants ! prefume not to 
fit down at the Lord's table, "v^ithout departing 
from iniquity. Purge out the old kaven, that ye 
may keep the feaft. — O communicants ! will y§ 
betray the Son of man with a kifs ? When fitting 
down at his tsible, you profefs yourfelves to be hig 
friends, members of his family. But if you de- 
part not from iniquity, you will betray him as 
i\ire as Judas did, for you are in league with his 
enemies. And your vows at the CQknmunion-table 
will become like Sampfon's green withs, wbieh 
were broken at the firA onfet, and you will re- 
turn back again with more eagemefs to thefe fins 
from which you never really departed : you know 
what will be the end of fuch condu£l.~Will ye 
go out againft Chriil as againft a thief with fwords 
and ftaves ? You do it by going in yOur fins un- 

repented 
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repented of to his tahle. We are to commemo- 
rate his love in dying for our fins, fins which fur- 
nifhed a Judas to betray him, nails to pierce him^ 
and a fpear to enter into his fide. And will you 
prefume on this exercife, holding iFaft thefe fins, 
and ref ufing to let them go ? If you would proclaim 
war againft Chrift, inftead of fitting down at his 
table, you could reach him no other way, than 
you will do by holding fail iniquity. It is the 
day of his efpoufals, of his coronation ; let us not 
make it a day of crucifying him afre{h. — Would 
you fee Jefus, and in him God reconciled to your 
ibuls, blefling you- with the feaf of your pardon, 
peace, and right to eternal life ? Come away to 
Chrift freely from your fins, make your moft be- 
loved lufts ftepping-ftones, over the belly of which 
you will come to his table, putting a bill of divorce 
into the hand of them all, with a fincere refolu- 
tion, through grace, never to entertain them wil- 
lingly again. In this event, t know nothing to 
m^e the leparation betwixt him and you : Ifa. 
lix. i . « Behold, the Lord's hand is not fliortened, 
diat it cannot fave *, neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear." But, alas I fome fay, I cannot 
get rid of my fins. To this I anfwcr, Is thine 
iniquity thy burden, which thou wouldft as fain 
be rid of, as of an opprcfling weight ? Then thy 
heart is away from it, and God accepts thee in 
this cafe, fmcerely, though not perfeftly, to be de- 
parted from it. It is one thing to be fitting ftill 
in a houfe, willingly entertaining a guefl: j another, 
to be labouring to get away, though the trouble- 
fome gueft will not part with us. If the latter be 
thy cafe, you may come to the Lord at his table, 
with hopes of welcome, you will then be ftrength- 
ened for the ftruggle, and (hall get the feal of 
complete victory in due tim.e. Amen. 

U 2 THE 
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SERMON LVin. 



a TiM. iu 19. And let every one that nametB the 
name of Chrift depart from iniquity. 



taken 



AviNG, in the preceding difcourfesy offered 
^_^ all that was intended on the firft dodrine 
taCen from this fubjefl:, I now proceed to a con&> 
deration of 

DocT. n. That God's charge te depart from ini- 
quity IS infallibly efFeftual in all who are his, 
fo as that they do truly depart from iniquity,, 
while others hold it faft to their own ruin, Afts, 
xiii. 48. Matth. i. 21 . — or hriefly thus, That alP 
the eleft of God fhall depart from- iniquity. 

In explaining this, I fhall, 
I. Shew when and how far this charge is effec- 
tual in all who are his. 

II. Evince 
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II. Evince the trutk of this doftrinc, that the 
charge is effedual in all who belong to Gk)d. 

III. We Ihall, in the conclufion, make fomc 
piaftical improvement. 

We are, 

I. To fhew when and how far this charge is 
«fie£tual in all who are his. I (hewed before, 
from what of fin we are to depart. And, in ge- 
neral, this charge is efieftual, in all the parts of 
it, in them who are the Lord's. But more parti- 
cularly, 

I. It is tfkStuzl in them who are his, in this 
life. Here the work is truly and hippily begun j 
they all become faints on earth, who ihall be faints 
in heaven, Pfal. xvi. 3. Though bv nature they 
are wild olives, growing in the foreft of the 
world lying in wickednefs, they are plucked up 
and planted in the nurfery of grace, wher^ they 

frow till tranfplanted into paradife 5 while their 
allows ftand ftill in that foreft till cut down for 
the fire. It is efieftual in this life, in a gofpel- 
fenfe; though not in a law-fenfe, in refpefl: of a 
perfefkbn of parts, though not of degrees. An* 
this in three repels : 

^i.) It is efieftual in all who belong to God, in 
fo far as they come freely away from fin in con- 
vedion. Some may be longer in coming away 
than others, they may abide in the tents of wic- 
kednefs, after other fealed ones are gone, but they 
(hall infallibly foUow fooncr or later : For, fays 
Jehovah, Joel^ iii. 21. «« I will cleanfe their 
blood that I have not cleanfed, for the Lord dwel- 
Icth in Zion." This one and the other may often 
be pafled by ; while others are taken, who fliall 
certainly have a place in the buSdiug of i^crcy. 
U 3. Here 
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Here confider the following things : — ^That all man* 
kind by nature lie in wickednefs : They are dead 
in trefpafles and fins, £ph. ii. i. Thev are in 
the devil's camp) they are bound with tne bands 
of wickednefs, eftranged from God and all that 
is truly good. They will not leave it, becaufe 
it is their element. — Confider alfo, that yet among 
them God has fdhie which he has chofen to life, 
and whom, in his eternafpurpofe of love to their 
fouls, he has fealed as his own, to bring them 
away, and to make them partakers of his glory. 
—Confider farther, that the alarm of the gofpel 
comes indefinitely to all, whether they be the 
Lord's or not. It comes to the devil's camp, and 
fays, 2 Cor. vi. 1 7. ** Wherefore come out from 
'among' them, and be ye feparated, faith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I 
will receive you." It fays as Mofes to Ifrael, i^ 
refpe£l: of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, " Depart, 
I pray you, from the tents of thefe wicked men." 
Or as the angel to Lot, " Efcape for thy life : look 
not behind thee, neither ftay thou in all the plain," 
Gen. xix. 1 7. — Confider, that as God knows who 
among then) are his, fo he infallibly brings them 
away from among the reft, in obedience to the 
gofpel-alarm : " As many as were ordained to 
eternal life believe," Afts, xiii. 48. This march 
out of the devil's camp, was begun at the firft 
preaching of the gofpel in paradife, and is conti- 
nued to this day, though fometimes more, fome- 
times fewer go off together. And it will be con- 
tinued until there be not one of them that be- 
long to God left among (hem ; and then comes the 
end. 

Now, in converfioii, the Spirit founding the 
alarm. Depart ye, depart ye j they that are the 
Lord's are imprcffed by it : fo the dead foul awakes, 

the 
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the impenitent heart melts, they fpring to their feet j 
refolved and determined to depart from the tents of 
fin. The devil and thofe who are his, do what they 
can, by allurements and threats, to hold them (lill^ 
but under the condudl of the Captain of the Lord's 
hoft, they march out with banners difplaycd, and 
depart freely from iniquity ; the trumpet ftill 
founding, ** Let everyone that nameth the name of 
Chrift depart from iniquity.** As to the nature of 
their departure., we obferve the following things. 

[i.] They depart from fin fincerely. They de* 
part from it, Ifecaufe it is a departing, from* God^ 
contrary to his holy nature and law ;. they depart 
from it as- fin, Luke, xv.. 1 8» They who belong to 
God, leaving their fins, leave them not from the 
inferior motives o/ify of danger to themfelves, 
here or hereafter 5 but from higher motives alfo, 
becaufe they are ofFenfive to God, they dilhonour 
Jais Son, grieve his Spirit, tranfgrefs his law, and 
deface his image. Thus the worthy communicant 
reforms, and departs from iniquity. — Here, how^- 
ever, there may he propofed.this. 
. ^2/^10/^, How do they with thofe fins from which 
they formerly departed from lower motives only, 
or which left them ere they left them ? — To this 
I anfwer. That they do with them as men ufe to do 
. with thofe who die by their own hands. They bu- 
sy them difgracefully, and throw ftones upon their 
graves. They look back to them, and loath them. 
They left them at firft for their own fake 5 they 
go farther away from them for God's fake. They 
neglefted them before, as having no ufe for them ; 
they abhor them now for their intrinfic loathfome- 
uefs. They were hanging before betwixt heaven 
and earth, like Abfalom on the oak; now they 
thruft the darts into their hearts^ and throw them 
into a pit. 

[a.] They 
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f?. J They depart from iniquity voluntarily: not 
out of conftraint, but choice : Pf. cxix. 30. « I havd 
cbofeti the way of truth : thy judgements have I 
laid before me." They do not caft away fin only 
fts one would do a live coal out of his bofom, be- 
caufe it will bum htm \ or a ferpint, becaufe it 
will fting him ; but as a loathibme, unclean 
thing, becaufe it will defile him. Some depart 
from their iniquity againft their wills. They^ 
part with it as Phaltiel with his undutiful wifc^ 
a Sam, ill. 16. They dwell in the tents of fin, 
and will not move hence, till there i» no abiding 
longer there for them \ as the covetous man part9 
with the world at death, or when it is violently 
taken from him ; whether he will or not, he muft 
let it go. But this departure is not lading, fuck 
will go back again, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34. — 37. — And 
' fo hence there occurs a 

^utfttMj May not a perfon be driven from his* 
iniquity by the terror of God ? To tliis I anfwer,. 
I conceive that when the time comes, at which 
a perfon who belongs to God is to depart from 
iniquity, there ar« two trumpets which found in 
his ears. The jfiffi trumpet is diat of the law, 
which is fo terrible, that it makes the man^s foul 
quake within him, and makes an earthquake in< 
the deiql's camp to Kim, fo that he finds no more 
firm footing there, nor reft as before, but he 
mud: flee for his life in conftemation. But if 
theve be no more,, he may ilee from one part of 
it to another, but he will lliH^ abide within the: 
trenches. Thitfocond trumpet is that of the go- 
fpel, the ftill fmall voice, fi^mding pardon, peace,, 
welcome, to Chrift's camp, and to the fcaft of fat 
thuigs, to all thofe who will depart from iniquity*^ 
Thi& takes the trembling finn^r by ^e heart, and 
makes^him come away freely and voluntarifyfrem 

iniquity; 
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iniquity : So that, although the trumpet of the 
hw fhould ceafe, this charms him fo as he can 
ftay no longer in the tents of fin, Hofea, ii. 14. 
and iii. 5. 

[3.] They depart from iniquity refolutely, abfo- 
hitcly, and unconditionally, coft what it will; 
they cannot, they will not, they muft not ftay. 
Others may do as they pleafe ; but, with Jofhua, 
they peremptorily fay> " We will fervc the Lord,'*" 
Jofti. xxiv. 15. If all the world fhould fit ftill, 
they will go, though they Ihould go alone. Satan 
may frame many objeftions againft their depar- 
ture, and enter into terms for their ftaying, as 
Pharaoh with the Ifraelites, about their departure 
from Egypt. But converting grace makes their 
^ars deaf to all pfopofals of this nature. If tbey^ 
fliould leave all they have in the world, they muft 
kave fin, Luke, xiv. 26. ; if it fhould be never fa 
much to their lofs as to their temporal intercft, 
Aey will depart ; if they muft go through fire and 
water, make their way out of it through briars 
and thorns,— any thing but fin : Rev. xiv. 4. 
*< Tliefe are they who follow the Lamb whither- 
fbever he goeth." Thefe were redeemed from a- 
mong mert, being the firft-fruits unto God and to 
the Lamix He whofe departing from iniquity de- 
pends on iff and artds, efieflual grace has not yet 
reached his heart. 

• [4.] They depart from iniquity fpeedily, without 
delays : Pfal. cxix. 60. " I made haffe, and de- 
layed not, to keep thy commandments." Many 
good purpofes come to nothing by delays. The 
man intends to part with fuch and fuch a fin, to 
comply with fuch and fuch a duty, only he can- 
not do it yet. And whereas there is one hindrance 
in his way at prefent, there are two after 5 and fd 
the projefk flies up for good and all. But they^ 
i wha 
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who belong to God are (hatched away as brands 
out of the burning. They will delay no longer ta 
depart from fin, than one delays to fling a burn- 
ing coal out of his bofdm, or a flinging ferpent* 
Being determined to depart^ they are determined 
to depart without delay, becaufe a. moment's de- 
lay in this matter may be an eternal lofs. 

[5.] They depart from it uniyerfally : Ffal* 

cxix. 104. " Tlirough thy precepts I get und^r^* 

{landing; therefore I hate every falfe way."—- 

Ezek. xviii. 31. ^* Cafl away from you all yovr 

tranfgreflions whereby you have tranfgrefled, and 

make you » new heart and a hew fpirit ; for whj 

will ye die, O houfe of Ifracl ?" Whofo departs 

from one fin fincerely, and as fin, departs froni 

all fin known to them to be foch \ becaufe the 

reafon moving him to depart from one, is to be 

found in all. Every fin is a deadly wound to the 

foul ; and therefore, if but one remain uncured^ 

tlie maii is a <lead n^an : Matdi* v^ 29. <' If th|^ 

right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caft it 

from thee ; fot it is profitable for thee that qne of 

thy members pcrifh, and not. that thy whole body 

ihould be caft into hell.'\ One fin retained wtU 

make all our reformation naught, as Abimelech, 

the fon of Jerubbaars concubine, was the death of 

his feventy fons by his wives, excepting one, Jud. 

ix. 5. Hence thofe who belong to God depart 

from all fin without exception, however others 

Uiay have their rcfcrved idols. Thus tliey depart 

from that fin which is the fin of their conflitution^ 

that fin which attends their calling in the world, 

that fm to which they have the flrongefl and moft 

frequent temptations: Ffal. xviii. 23. << Iwasalfo 

upright before him, and I kept myfelf fxbm mine 

iniquity." - That fin which inoil eafily befets us, 

Heb. xii. i. is the predominapt evil the heart muft 

be 
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be iQofedfroiBy theTight bs^nd, and right eje, the 
one thing lacking, which mars aU other things ; 
from wtuchs however loth, they be to part, they 
will be made willing to part ivith it in the day of 
power. Thus, all who belong to God do come 
freely away from fin in converlion > and fb the 
charge is efle£tual. 

(2.) |t 19, e£Ee£iua| in all who belong to God, in 
fo far as they n^ver again return to it as fomieri]% 
but perfevere in that courfe of holinefs which is 
once begun. They who have once freely depart- 
ed from the tents of wickednefs, ihall never again 
come back to them, they ihall never nux again 
with the ungodly world, from among whom they 
have come out : Ff^l. i^ii. 7. << Thou (halt keep 
them, O Lord, thou ihalt preferve them from this 
generation for ever." Converting grace fixes a 
gulf betwixt the two, which they ihall never re- 
pafs. I own a gracious foul may fall from its firft 
love, to carnal fluggifhnefs, remiflhefs, and indiC- 
jpoiition for duties. Thus it wAs with the church 
of Ephefus, Rev. ii. 4. Tea, they may fall iiato 
fome enormous offences smd grofs tranfgrefEofisof 
the law, as Peter did, and they may for fome time 
lie in thefe unrepented of, as David and Solomon 
did 4 and they may relapfe into tlie fame fins fer- 
merly mourned over. Rev. xxii. 8. | compare ch. 
xix. 10. Thus, Abraham denied his wife twice. 
They mgy thus fall after folenm engagements to 
the Lord, as Peter did, after the firfl cfommunio?^ 
and after gracious^ manifeflattons. Song, v. i.-^-j. 
—To be more patticular, 

[i.] They fhall never fall back to fin, with the 
fame heart and good- will which they had to it be- 
fore > liot with a full confent, but with rehi^lance : 
Ronivvn. 19. << For the good that I would, I do 
Qot.i but tt» Qvil whicE I would not, that do L'' 

. . Th^y 
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They may be fin's captives while they are here, 
driven back to fome iniquity or othet by the force 
of temptation ; but fin's ready fubjefts they ihall 
ncrer more be. Tliere is a principle of grace 
within them, which, at the lowell ebb, will check 
that full fpring-tide of fin which they were wont 
to have before they departed from it. Song, v. 2. 

[2.3 They (hall not He ftill in fin, but fooner or 
later rife again to repentance. So did Peter, Da- 
vid, and Solomon. They {hall not live in the ha- 
bitual pra^ice of any known fin. Hypocrites, 
after folemn engagements to God, may return and 
live in the habitual pradtice of their former lufts ; 
Kke the mixed multitude founding a retreat ^ into 
Egypt, they may fall away, and neveir recover. 
But though a ftraying flaye never be fought after, 
ai ftraying fon will be. Thofc who belong to God 
may rail in ^he way, but they fhall never fall out 
of God's way of holinefs : Job, xvii. 9. <« The 
righteous (hall hold on his way, and he that hath 
Ckan hands Ihall wax ftronger and ftrongcr." Ha- 
ving once departed from iniquity, they (ball hdd 
on their way ; for — he that fet them on the way 
fhall keep them in it : 2Their iii. 3. « The Lord 
is faithful, who fhall ftablifh you, and keep you 
from evil." The Lord is the keeper of all thofe 
who have dieparted from iniquity, and he watches 
night and day, Ifa. xxvii. 2. They are kept by 
the word of God, which is a fufficient defence 
againft the powers of darknefs. Their keeper 
never leaves ^hem, nor forfakes them, Heb. xiii. 
5. When once Chrift takes hold of a foul, he 
will never part with it again, however low the pafs 
to which they may be brought : Pfal. Ixxiii, 23. 
«< Neverthelefs, I am continually with thee 5 thou 
haft holden me by my right hand." None can 
loofe his hold, nor pluck them out of his hand, 

John, 
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Jobni X. 28. — Again, they have an immortal prin- 
ciple within them for carrying them for\yard. The 
Spirit of Chrift dwells in diem for ever, John, xiv. 
16. Grace is a never-dying feed, which remain- 
eth in them, i John, iii. 9. This, by virtue of 
the covejiant, fecures the continuance of their de- 
parture from iniquity, Jer. xxxii. 40. Hence, 
when the believer fteps afidc from the Lord, there 
is ftill in him a reilleffnefs, more or lefs, until he 
return, like the dove into the nrk. Song, v. 2. — 
Farther, fin can never recover that dominion over 
him which it has loft, and that irrecoverably : 
Rom. vi. 14. « For fin fhall not have dominion 
over you."- And though, in the war with fin, 
corruption may fometimes get the upper hand, yet 
grace fhall overcome at length: Gen. xlix. 19. 
" Gad, a troop fliall overcome him ; but he fliali 
overcome at the laft." 

3. It is e(Fe£lual, in fo far as they go farther and 
farther from it in the progrefs of fan£bification : 
Prov. iv, 18. " But the path of tlie juft is as the 
fliining light, that ihtneth more and more unto the 
perfect day:" Ifa. xL 31. « But they that wait 
upon the Lord fliall renew their ftrerlgth," &c.— 
Grace is of a growing nature 5 and though it grows 
Bot at all times, yet it does grow. The life of a 
faint is a going up out of the wilder nefs of. this 
world; and the farther he goes, he is tlienearer 
his journey's end. And thus a gracious foul is 
ftill departing from iniquity, and fliall depart.—* 
He departs, by watching againft it ; and always 
the more watchful, the fartlier from it : PfaL xxxix. 
I. << I faid, I will take heed to my ways, that I 
fin not with my tongue ; I will keep my mouth 
with a bridle, while the wicked is before nic." 
Any diftance we can be at from fin while here, is 
a diftance of oppofition ; and the more th« Chri-r 

Vol. IIL X " ftian 
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{Han has his eyes in his head, to obferre the ino« 

tions of the enemjr, to avoid occaiions and temp* 

tatioiis to fin> he is fet a!^ the greater diftance from 

it. Unwatcbfulnefs is the ruin of many. They 

who belong to God Ihall be made to watch ; and 

ifdieybeat a time taken nodding, it {hall ferve 

to make them more awake afterwards. — Again, 

they fhall depart, by keeping up a fttuggle againft 

fin : Gal. v. 1 7. ♦« For the flefli lufteth agamft the 

fpirit, and the fpirit agaiilft the iieih." Sin may 

•get quiet harbour in the breaft of a liypocrite, but 

in thofe who are the Lord's it can get no more 

cafe than mud in a fpring-well, where tliere will 

be a working it out : John, iv. 14. " The water 

that 1 (hall give him," faith Jefus, « fhall be in 

him a well of living water, fpringing up to ever- 

lafting life." And this ftruggle will continue as 

long as there is a Canaanite in the land 5 for it is 

not, as in the hypocrite, againft fome kind of fins 

only, but againft the whole kind of them« And 

the gracious foul will be groaning, longing, wreft- 

ling for the perfcdl: delivery, no truce being to be 

made here, but the war undertaken for extirpation, 

Rom. vii. 24. Phil. iii. 13. 14. — Finally, he departs^ 

by growing in grace : Pf. xcii. 1 2. " The riglueous 

fhall flourifli like the palm-tree ;' he ihall grow like 

a cedar in Lebanon." Many go back to their old 

lufts again, becaufe, though they feem to depart 

from foiiie fins, yet, being deftitute of grace, they 

cannot grow in the oppqfite graceS:, and therefore ' 

it fares with them, as in Mauh. xii. 44. 45. « Thus 

their laft ftateis worfe than the firft." But as a 

man is always the farther from his difeafe, the 

more that nature is ftrengthened^ fo the gracious 

foul is fet the farther from fin, the more that the 

contrary graces are made to grow in him. — Froin 

tiiis part of the fubje^, we may learn, 

I. TAat 
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1 . That if ye be the Lord^s people by finccre 
dedication, his covenant-people, ye have come a- 
way freely from all your lufts, unto himfeif. You 
have been at his table, folemnly devoting your- 
felves to htm: if you have dealt honeftly with him, 
and have not eaten and drunk unworthily, your 
hearts al'e loofed from all your idoUy you luave 
with heart and good- will turned your back on the 
Sodom of finfut <:ourfes, with fincere refolutionsc 
not to look back. However little infkience this 
charge has had on others, it is effedtual on you ; 
y©u have taken the alarm, and have begun your 
march out of the tents of fin, you dare no more 
be difobediefit to the heavenly, vifion. If fo^ it is 
well ; if otherwise, you have but mocked God, 
and wronged your own fouls.— You may learn, • 

2. That if you be indeed the Lord's peopk by 
covenant fevingly, you will not go back to your 
former lufts : Luke, \x, 6a. "> And Jefus faid Unto 
hitn, No rtiaii, havmg put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 
You ai;c not to return to your vain converfation. 
You have lifted up your hand to the Lord, and 
you cannot go back in point of right ; and uniefs 
you have been dealing deceitfully with God, you 
will not go back, Apoftacy and backfliding take 
the maflt ofF hypocrites 5 and fearful is their con- 
dition, for failed ftars were never genuine ftars, 
but ftars only in appearance : 1 John, ii. 19. 
" They went out from w^i' but they were not of 
us 5 fot if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us ; but they went out, 
that they might be made manifeft that they were 
not of us.^* Think on this when temptations 
come, that to return into the tents of firvy is' to 
prove yourfelvcs not to be the Lord's. — We may 
learn, 

X 2 Laftly, 
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. Lafllyj That if you be the Lord's by eleftion, 
you fhall part with thofe fins which now part be-, 
twixt the Lord Chrift and you. For though you 
hide yourfelves from him who came to feek )o\Xy 
lie notwithflanding will find you out ; and as fa(t 
as your iufts hold you, and you them> the Lord 
will make you fain to caft them as fire out of your 
bofom, if he has any thoughts of eternal love to 
you. If he has net,, ypu. will get them kept, and 
you may embrace and hug them during life and 
through eternity \ they fhall clafp about yx)u like 
feipentSy flinging with endlefs defpair. 'But «c 
looks fearfully ill, while the trumpet of the gofpel, 
day after day> and year after year, is founding an 
alarm to depart fron> fin, and others arc marching 
away in your fight, that you are {till flaying be- 
hind* 

The life of a faint is a departing froip iniquity, 
and this is their work wbil^ here 5 fo that, although 
it Hill cleaves unto them, yet they are not fittipg 
down contented in it, but endeavouring the fepa« 
ration for altogether. Thus the charge is eflec- 
tual, in fo far as they go farther and farther from 
\\, — Here there is another 

^ueftiofty Bv^t is it not often feen, that Chridians 
are farther from iniquity at firfl than ever they are 
afterwards ? hence many complaii^ that their days, 
after a long fl'4nding in religion, are not found to 
be by far fo good as when they were but young 
Chridians. — In anfwer to this, I obferve, 

I. That there are not a few who, thouglvnever 
found converts, yet had awakening grace -at their 
iirft fetting out in a profeflion, making a mighty 
r^cl among their ^ffc(3.ion8, and a great change on 
their life ; which wearing away by degrees, they 
fettled on a lifelefs empty form of g^dlinefs, and 
fo were farther from iniquity then than ever befor^. 

But 
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J&ut this will' not prove it to be" fo with the truly 
godly.— I obferve, 

2. That Chriftians of a long, (landing in reli- 
gion have their keeping and decaying tinges,. ^t\d 
young Chriftians alfo have theirs. In Song] v. 2» 
we find the fpoufe afleep after great manifeQ:^- 
tidxis r and in Matth. xxv. 5. wefindtjie^^^ifei as 
well as the fooliih virgins, (lumbering ai;^ il^ep«*. 
ing. And if we compare the (leaping days of agedt 
Chriftians with the waking, days of thofe who are 
only young, no doubt the latter has the advantage 
of the former, even as a working boy is in kfa 
danger of the enemy's furprife, d)^n a (leeping 
man* . But fince the power of gra^? e(iH:^ually 
ftirs up both from . their fpiritual (lumbers, it i$ 
but juft the comparifon pals betwi^J^tthem, in the 
waking frame. — 1 obferve, . . ;.. 

3. That there is a diiFeyence betwi^st the bulk 
of religion, and the folidity and weight of it j the 
vehement commotions, and! its firmnefei and rootr 
cdfiefs. Young. Chriftians may be of piore ^bKlfc 
than the old in refpefl: of many.glift^fiogi aifi^n 
tions, ari(ing from the newnefs of the thfinsj, .wh}f:fc 
are mixed with it, and afterwards go off. Buli 
with old Chriftians, thou^ there be lefs.bulk, it is 
more foljd and weighty ; a« the gold, the ofteilcflr 
it is in the (ire, is the more refined, though w>l 
fo bulky. Young Chriftians have more vehement 
afFeftipns, but the old have them more! regular, 
rooted, and firm.; thus the old is better* The 
longer one ftands in Chriftianity, certainly he has 
the more experience of the goodnefs of God^ and 
of the corruption of his own heart, and of the 
danger from fpiritual enemies. Heiabe: he mtrft 
be more refolute in folid feriou^ dependence upon 
the Lord for all ; more hujubje, felf-denied, and 
HMHre fitfm pgrinft temptation •, and, in one woid, 

X 3 have 
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have more of a regular compofed tendernefs, with 
rcfpeft to fm and duty. And herein lies^ theftrefs 
of departirtg from iniquity : i John, v. 3. " For 
this is the love of God, that we Kfeep his com- 
mandments, and his commandments arc not grie- 
vous. • 

• Ybirfig 'foldiers may rufli upon the enemy with 
giteater bi'i&nftfs, but the old* ones ftand the ground 
beftj and abide the fhock more firmly. Where- 
fore, let not Chriftians of long (landing in religion 
be difcouraged as if they were not departing from 
iniquity, beeaufe they do not make fuch vifiblc 
progrefs as Svhen religion was new to them, if 
there remain with them a rooted tendemefs with 
refpeft to any thing that may be difpleaCng to 
God, with a fmcere purpofe and endeavour to 
keep a confcience void of offence towards God 
and towards man : 2 Cor. i. 12. " For our re- 
joicingls this, the'teftimoriy of our confcience, that 
in fimpllcity and- godly fincerity, not with flefhly 
Wifdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
our convcrfation in the world.**-^ — Add to tliis, ^ 
ferious loinging to be freed from the body of 
6^ath, Rom. vii. 24. 5 and to be perfefted in holi- 
nefs, Phil. iii. 13. 14. For as the progrefs of the 
fhip in the main ocean is- not fo difcernible as 
when it was coming off from the fliore^ tho' it may 
movt as faft ; fo it is no wonder tliat the progrefs 
of the Chriftian of long ftanding be not fo vifible 
as at the- firft •, or as the growth of a tree the firft 
year is morie difcerned than after, fo it may be 
with the Chriftian. > 

Having thus (liewn how f*r the charge is ef- 
fe£bual in this life, we add upon this head, 

That it is efFe<^ual in all who are the Lord's 
people, at death 5 and this in fo far as that then 
they "pcxkdtlj depart from lin^ and fm froln them. 

They 
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They come tlien to the fpirits of juft men made 
perfedi, Heb. xii. 23. There is a great difference 
betwixt the godly and the wicked in life, and a flill 
greater at death. — As the wicked do in life hold 
faft their iniquities amidft all the means of jufti- 
fication and fan£^ificition ofiered them ; fo at 
death all thefe means -are removed for ever out of 
their^ fight; and thus their iniquities meet upon 
them, to prey on their fouls for ever. Then fin 
is fettled ih its full power in their fouls as on 
its own bafe. No more hopes nor poflibility of 
fanftification ; and the fcveral pieces of guilt, as 
cords of death, arc twitted about them for ever. 
As fin in the godly is in their life loofed at the 
root, fo at their death it i3 rooted up ; as in life 
they depart from it fincerely, fo at death perfed^Iy. 
The body of death goes with the death of the , 
body, that as death came in by-fin, fo fin may go 
out by death. Now, fin is in the godly as the 
leprofy in the walls of the houfe, which, therefore, 
being taken down, the leprofy is removed ; when 
the gracious foul drops the mantle of the body, it 
will at the fame inftant drop all the uncleannefs 
cleaving to it. Amen. 
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THE SAiy[E StJBJiECT CONTINUED. 



S E ^ M a N LIX. 



i Tim. iK 19. And iH every one that nametb the 
name of Chr'tfi depart from iniquity. 



HAVING, in the pr^eding difcourfe, fhown 
that this charge Is effeftual with all who 
are the Lord's, Both in this life and at death, ^e 
now proceed, as was propofed, 

II. To evince the truth of the doftrine, that the 
charge is efieftual in all who belong to God. - With 
this view, I would have you to confider the follow- 
ing things. 

1. Confider that it was for this purpofe that 
they were elefted : Eph. i. 4. " According as he 
liath chofen us in him, before the foundation of 
the world, that we (hould be holy and without 
blame, before him in love." All whom God has 
chofen to life, are chofen to holinefs ; fo that the 
xlecree of ele£tion in their favour, fecures their 
'departurefrom iniquity. If apetfon had determined 

to 
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to fave a certain number of madnaen, going about 
to kill themfclvcs, with knives in their hands, the 
refolutlon to fave them would import the taking 
the knives out of their hands ; fo here, reprobates 
may get -their lufts kept, but the ele<^l fliall not. 
Wherefore, —as fure as the ele£t cannot perifh, 
and the Lord will lofe none who are his, fo fure 
fhall all who are his depart from iniquity. There 
is no feparating of the means and the end, which, 
in God*s decree, are firmly joined togetlier. Life 
is the end, departing from iniquity, the means; 
therefore, they who are ordained to life fhall in- 
fallibly depart from it. — ^As fure as the purpofe 
of God cannot be broken &c difappointed, fo fure 
fhall they who are his depart from iniquity. It 
is God's purpofe in eledlion, to bring them out of 
their fin, to evedafting life : Eph. i, 4. " Accord- 
ing as he hath chofen us in him, before the founda- 
tion of the world, that we fhould be holy and 
- without blame, before him in love." 

This purpofe cannot be broken, for fays God, 
*< My counfel (hall ftand, and I will do all my 
pleafure," Jfa. xlvi. i o. Therefore, they fhall de- 
part from iniquity ; and whoever holds it fafl arc 
flarangers to the grace of God.-^ConCder, that, . . 
2. It is the end of their redemption by ChrjTl . 
^hy did Chrift give himfelf for thefe who are 
his ? Itwas that " he might redeem them from 
all iniquity, and purify themjijjto himfelf, a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works," Tit. ii. 14. 
Why gave he himfelf for his church ? It was,^ 
that, «'« he might fandlify and cleanfe it, with the 
-wafliing of water, by the word," Eph. v. 26. He 
came to fave them, but from what ? Fjrom their 
finsr. Math 1. 21. Sin had a double hold cf thofe 
who were his i it hejtl their confciences, by the 
cprds . of guilt ; and held tlieir heart, will, and 

affeftions. 
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affeftlons, by the intereft it had got there. Chrift 
Ihcd his blood, by the efficacy thereof to loofe the 
former, and procured the influences of his Spirit, 
who, by his indwelling, might loofe the latter. 

Thofe for whotii Chrift did not die will con- 
tinue in their fins, and periih in them. They are 
not willing to part with them, and the influences 
of the Spirit are not procured for them to make 
them willing. Had Chrift been to fave dnners in 
their fms, then thofe who will not be faved from 
their fins might have been faved from death. But 
if is not fo. Thofe for whom Chrift died (hall 
infallibly depart from iniquity ; and fuch are all 
thofe who are the Lord's : John, x. 15. <« i lay 
down my life for the ftieep.*' Otherwifc, the dc- 
fign of Chrift's death is fruftrated ; he died in vain, 
and all the promifes of a feed, made by Ac Father 
to his Son, in the covenant, turn to nothing ; to 
ittiagine which is Wafphemotrs; 

Chrift bare a good will to thofe who wcrfe hi9^ 
from eternity, and would have them niade Kappy. 
But they were unholy, therefore he muft re- 
deem them from their iniquity, by his blood; 
otherwife, the gates of the city would have re- 
mained clofed for everW them. And now, thaf- 
the rarifbm of the blood of the Son of God is 
paid. Is it pofllble that the prifoners can remain 
undelivered ? Some may be apt to fay, O ! will 
ever Chrift fandlify fuch an unholy creature as 
I am .? I will furely perifh bv the hand of my 
Irffts, and wfll never get free of them. Why, poor 
foul, if tJiis be thy exercifc, to depart from thy 
iniquity, it is an evrdence thou art his ; and it is 
his honour and intereft*, to make thee hply^ and 
deliver thee from the dominion and power of thy 
powerful lufts, in fo far as he fhed his blood for 
this end. And, however worthlefs thou ivt in 

tbyfclf. 
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tEyfelf, tfaou art dear bought, and ihercfcore muft 
not, eanft not, be loft. ^ 

3. Confider, that it is the end of their efi^u^} 
calling. They are called to be faintft, Rom. i. 7. 
The world lies in wickednefs. Thofe who are thf 
Lord*s by elediion, lie among them, till the effec- 
tual call come, which brings them out fvom among 
them : ** Wherefore, come out from among them, 
and be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive you,'* 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. This call is neceffarily conne^ed with 
eled^ion, and it can never be ejFefiual without 
the fouFs being brought to depart from iniquity : 
*« Moreover, whom he did predeftinate, them he 
alfo called," Rom. viii. 30. The conversion of 
all the ele£^, their regeneration, their tranflation 
from the power of darknefs, are infallible fecured, 
and confequcntly their departing from iniquity. 
For what is converfion, but turning from fm unto 
God ? and regeneration, but arifmg from the death 
in fin ? 

4. Confider, that it is the end of all providences* 
Providence has an eye on all the children of men, 
but has a fpecial eye on thofe who are the Itord's 
people. Favourable difpenfations are cords of a 
man, to draw finners from their iniquity : Luke, i. 
74. 75. " That he would grant us, that we being 
ddivered out of the hands of our enemies, might 
fen«e him without fear, in holinefs and rightcouf* 
nefs, before him, all the days of our life." Afflidive 
difpenfations are fcourges, to drive them from th^ir 
iniquity : Ifa. xxvii. 9. <« By this, therefore, (hajl 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and this is all the 
fruit to take away his fin :" Hcb. xii. 10. « He 
chafteneth for our profit, that we might be par- 
takers of his holinefs." True, they are not effec- 
tual on many \ jnercies do jiot allure them, judge- 
ments 
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ments do not aflright them. But wifdohi is jufti- 
fied of her children. And can it be imagined 
that they fhall not be effediual to them ? 

5'. Confidcr, that it is the end of all ordinances. 
Wherefore does the Lord fend the gofpel to din- 
ners, but that they may depart from iniquity ? 
Titus, ii. II. 12. " For the grace of God, that 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodHnefs and worldly 
lulls, we {ho\ild live foberly, righteously, and god- 
ly, in this prefent world." The word is defigned for 
the fanflification of foals : John, xvii. 17^ " Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth. Thy word is truth." 
The promifes, the threatenings, the do<9:rines, all 
lead away from fm. ^The facraments of the 
New Teftament are alfo appointed for this fame 
end. In a word, all gofpel-ordinanccs whatever^ 
Eph. iv. 1 2. They are-all « for the perfe£i:ing of the 
faints, for the work of the miniflry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Chrift." Thefc will have their 
tWc£t on thofe who are his, however they be in 
vain. to others. 

La/t/y, Confidcr, that fincc all who Ihall be faved 
fliall depart from iniquity, and all who are the 
Lord's Ihail be faved, it is evident, that all who 
are his ihall depart from iniquity. Such as continue 
in their fm can have no communion with God 
here, much lefs hereafter, Pfal. v. 4.-6. andPfal. 
, XV. throughout. No fooner did the reprobate 
angels depart from bolinefs to fin, but God thru (I 
them down to hell, 2 Peter, ii. 4. Adam was 
driven from the tree of life, on his finning. Gen. iii. 
22. Who then can expc<a to fee the face of God 
in heaven, without departing from iniquity ? — We 
now come, 

III. To make a pradiical improvement of the 
whole J — and this, 

Fir/t, 
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P'trft^ In an wfe of information. — ^Thia fttbjcdt 
informs us, 

1. Whence the fuccefs of the Gofpel is de- 
rived. We fee it has its efied on fome, in 
turning them from their fins unto God, while 
others, having the fame means of grace, arc un- 
touched by them. Trace this to the fpring-head, 
and it muft be afcribed, neither to the free-will of 
the party, the piety or parts of the preacher, but 
to the eternal love of God terminating on fome. 
There is a time of loves fet in the counfel of God^ 
rcfpeding all the ele£k ; and when this time comes^ 
they ihall infallibly anfwcr the call. — ^We may fee, 

2. That the unfuccefsfiilnefs of the gofpel, 
barrennefs and impenitency under the means of 
grace, are matters which draw very deep. Men 
think little of difobeying God's charge, founded 
continually in their cars, by the gofpel ; think little 
of going on in fins, from which they are charged 
to part; but did they confider that t|je charge muft 
be infallibly complied with, by all who are the 
Lord's, their own fitting of it would be a terro? 
to themfelves. For, in fo far as they comply not 
with it, fo far they ihew themfelves not to be- 
long to God. Where God has much people, the 
gofpel will have much fuccefs. — We may learn, 

3. That iniquity is that abominable thing which 
God hates. It is the greatefi of all evils, and there- 
fore, as it is that thing which God fets himfelf parti- 
cularly againft, fo we in a fpecial manner fhould 
fet ourfelves againft it. Poverty, meannefs, and 
contempt in the world, God fufiers in thofe who 
are dear to him ; but he will not fufFer fin toiiave 
dominion over them, and at length will quite ex- 
pel it from thofe who are his.. He will not bear 
with it in his own, as he hates it for itfelf. — We are 
informed. 

Vol. III. T 4. That 
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. 4. That there is a divine power comes Hong 
with the charge, to all who are the Lord's people, 
when once the time of love is come. This is 
that which makes them depart, while others hoM 
faft their iniquity : Ifa. liii. i. « Who hath believed 
oar report ? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed F'*' The elcft of God arc as much dead in 
trefpafles and fins as others are ; fin has the fame 
dominion over them as over others. But with' 
the word the Spirit enters into them, and brings 
them away from the tents of fin, caufes them to 
rife up out of their graves, while others lie flill 
in them. — We may learn, 

Lq/tlyt That departing from iniquity is abfolutely 
necefiary to evince that we belong to God, becaufe 
all fuch do depart from ' iniquity. It is the fruit 
of eledion and converfion ; and fo the great evi- 
dence of intereft in God's eternal love, and his 
prefent favour. — For underftanding this, three 
things are to be noticed. 

(I.) That a perfon's being in his fin, ftill under 
the dominion of it, unfan£tified, unholy, is a cer- 
tain evidence of his being in a ftate of enmity 
with God, in a ft ate of wrath, and that he does 
not actually belong to God, but to Satan. One 
may pretend faith in Chriil, and a covenant-in- 
tereft in God, while he is going on in a courfe of 
fin. But his pretences are vain, his works dif* 
prove his faith, his unholy life difcovers his grace- 
lefs ftate : James, ii. 17. " Even fo faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone." 

(2.) That a pcrfon's being ftill in his fin, under 
its dominion, will not, while he lives, prove him 
to be none of God's eltSty excepting only in the 
cafe of the unpardonable fin, which is moft rare. 
The reafon is, that the charge is eStGtuzl in all 
the ele£l, yet>it may be long in taking it6 effe^ on 

fomCf 
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fome» as in the cafe of the thief on the crofs. So 
that while there is life, there is hope. This I note, 
to baffle that temptation, witli which Satan attacks 
fome, namely, That they are not elected, and 
therefore they need not let their minds towards 
•religion, for it will not do with them. This is bare- 
faced reafoning from hell 5 for be your cafe never 
{b hopeiefs, though ye be quite gracelefsi and this 
never fo long continued in, while you do not ob- 
ftinately, and altogether malicioufly, rejed falva- 
tion by Chrift, it qannot prove you to be none of 
God's ele6^ i for at the eleventh hour you may be 
called- Yet, 

(3.) Without departing from iniquity, no perfon 
can certamly know he is ele£led, or that he belongs 
to God. B^ this, indeed, a perfon may know ify 2 
Peter, i. 10. : but without it, ho. man can ; for God 
does not allow us^ nor can we at firft hand go and 
read oux names in the book of life* We muft learn 
it by fan£lific»tir)n, which is the Irijiit of el^^ion, 
by which we come to kn6w both our ele^ion and 
our efie£):ual calling. — We may improve the fub- 
jea, 

Secondly^ In an ufe of trial. 

Hereby you may try whether you be the Lord's 
covenanted people or not. This may be known 
by your departing from iniquity, or your not depart- 
ing. Here, to affift you, we (hall mention the 
two following marks. 

Mark I. If you are .departing from iniquity^ 
there will be a ilncere endeavour after univerfa] 
obedience, Pfah cxix. 6. ; aiming to pleafe God in 
all things, and not indulging yourfelf in any knowi> 
iin, being content to know, in. all cafes, what is 
fin and what is duty. The truly godly will fet 
themfelves ,againft the firft motions of iin| I{.om. 
vii. 7. \ againft &cret fins, Pf. jtix;, 1 2. i even againft 
Y 2 that 
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that fin which naoft eafily befets them, Pfal. xviii. 
23. ; and will witnefs againft felf, in its various 
fhapes, Matth, v. 3. 

Mark 2. If you are departing from iniquity, 
you will be wearying and groaning under the re- 
mains of fin, Rom.-vii. 26. However much the hy- 
pocrite may ^content himfelf with as much grace as 
fecms neccffary to fecure heaven to him, yet the god- 
ly man i^s going on, and preffing forwards towards 
pcrfediion, though he cannot reach it; and looks on 
the remaitts of fin as iroii fetters, which he would 
fain be (\\xi^ of, that he may? be h6ly, as God is 
lioly ; and perfeft, as liis Father in iheaven is 
perfeft.-^Wt mAy improve the fubje&, 

Lafilyy In an ule ()f exhortation. 
'^ Wft^'tiefeech you, O finners! to depart from 
imquity. You have dwelt too long in the tents 
of firi. You are called now to arifc and depart 
ffovk all your fing,' ifreely to'part 'with them, never 
to r^iai-h to *heAi; but to bc^ill departing farther 
ijnd farther frbm tbem; The exhortation xoiiccrns 
i5oth faints and finners. 

There arc three motives, which the text sfTords 
us to prevail with finners in drawing them from 
ifer fins'.' Thifefe^afe,— the evil ofifin, — the necef- 
fary corineftion bdtwixt a perfon's; departing f from 
i^and their belonging xo God, arid — the obiiga« 
tion lying- oil 'finnerft to part with;it, from their 
naming the, name of Chrift. We fhall confider 
thfef^ fepaTatcly, a«<i4i' their nature importaiitiand 
weighty ; and O that we could improve them, fo 
a* to draw you all from your fins !— We begin 
with,' • " 

Mot\ I. Sin is an evil, a great evil, from which 
you are called to depart. Sinners are deceived 
\Vith ' all appearance of gdodncfs, of profit, or of 
pleafttre^fli^heic- fina« But, God knows> it is the 

woril 
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worft of evils ; and therefore from it by all means 
God will have his own to depart. O that I could 
draw the monftrous evil in its own colours, to bring 
you all from it to holinefs ! Could you get a 
genuine (ightof it, yon would rifti from it asArom 
« fire ; as from hell-fire : Rom. xii. 9. «< Abhor 
that which is evil." Sin is the greateft evil. This 
will appear, if the following things are attended 
to. — Sin IS an evil, » 

I. In the eyes of God : Jcr. ^cHv. 4. " Oh f dof 
not this abominable thing that I hate." God, who 
knows all things, and cannot be deceived with fair 
appearances, looks ofi this, which men naturally 
fet their hearts on, ds the word of ills. O I (hilt 
we not think of it as God does ? — Confider, 

{!,) It is the oi^ly thing which he condemns, 
and he every where condemns it in his word. The 
^orld cries out on many things which are- not fin, 
but God on nothing elfe. • ^^any would perfuade 
themfelves, that God looks 0|f their (ins as they do. 
But thi» he takes as aft affront td his hofoiefis t Pfal. 
I. 2 1 . *< Thefe things haft thou done, and i kept fi- 
knee; thou thoughteft^tlisit I wa& altogether fuch an 
one as thyfelf *r^ but I wiH' reprove thee, and fetithem 
in order before thine eyes/' Look to hiswordj 
which 19 the indication 0f his mind % ind ^ece 
you will fee, he never fpeaks good of Cm* ^ \ 

(2.) It is the only thing which be purfues with, 
his wrath, and he does this wherever it is^ found; 
It is the enemy he purfues through the whble crea- 
tion, wherever it appears, tt entered in among 
the angels, and fixed itfelf in the reprobate ones f 
wrath immediately purfued it, and tumbiied them^ 
down to the pi^ : " God fpared not the angels that 
finned, but caft them down to helj, atid delivered 
theni into chains of darknefs, to be referved unto 
the judgement/' 2 Peter, ti. 4. It got place with 
Y 3 i, mankind 
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matikind in paradife 9 and wrath was at his heels 
there ; . Adam*s pipfperous ftate was quickly turned 
into mifery* The very ground on which the lin- 
nert treads^ i&curfed for it$ fake. The finner, in 
his-fmful ftate; is in a ftate of wratfe ' Jt abides 
on him' Johii) iii. 36. The fky never clears on hioii 
while h^ is a finner. Even with his owij children, 
God writes his indignation on it : John, xlii« ^4, 
«< \¥(ho gave Jacob for a fpoil, and Ifrael to the 
idbRers ? Did not the Lord, he againft whom we 
have fihned ?" The earth is made to groan under 
it 5 and -when the end comes, the defiled creatioii 
has to go through the fire to purge it. But above 
ally fee how he purfued fm in.hisown Son, though 
it was only on him by imputation: Rom. viii. 32. 
" He fpared not his ()wn Son, but delivered him up 
for us SiUi" The (in&t)f the eh(k met on him, and 
therefore the forrows of wrs^h met in him, and 
left him^not, Jill they, brought him to.,th<? duft of 
death. . 

s{3.) Departing from it is tjie only teftimony of 
Ills creamres Ipve to him) which he req liree, and 
nothing -kfs can be accepted*. He.dpcs not feek 
rivers 'of oil, nor other coftly facrifices 2 ** But he 
l^th {hewed thee, O man ! what is good ; and 
wbafc doth , the Lotd requkfi.of tbeei.but to do 
juftly, and to love mercy, and to walk Jiumbly 
with thy Gjod .?*' If he call them to lay down their 
livies for him, it is only in the way of their fiand* 
ing- oSfoom fin ; otherwife it is not acceptable, nor 
requiiedo {But his law is^ Suffer any thing rather 
than fin. Behold it in one word, " Te that love 
the lK>rd, hate evil,".PfaL'.xcvii. jo. 

2. Sin is an evil, and a great evil, in the eyes 
of .the truly godly. Whenever the eyes of any 
per&n are opened by grace^ then immediately they 
are of ihis mind $ . while the reft of the deluded 
Wjixld.hyg the jferpent iux their bofbm^ they are for 
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Hying from it at any rate. If they lofe this opimon 
of it at any time, it is owing to the lofs of their 
Jiglit, their falling afleep. Btit, in their fettled 
judgement, it is the worll of evils, — For, 

(i.) Of all evils it has lain neareit their hearts, 
and produced tlie heavieft complaints and 'groans. 
Plal, li. 3. Lam. xvi. 17. Hear Paul's complaint: 
Rom. vii 24. " O wretched man that I am ! who 
fhall deliver me from the body of this death?'* 
Did ever perfecutions, prifons, reproaches, or aU 
.the ills he fiifFered, draw fuch a complaint from 
him ? ,In tribulations he rejoiced, in a prifon he 
fang ; bijit in the fetters of the body of death, he 
gioans like a dying man. 

(^2.) Sin or fuifer being.put to their choice, they 
have always, jwhen themfelves, chufed to fuflFer 
rather than fm : Afts, xx. 24. " But none of thefc 
things move me 5 neither count I my life dear un- 
^o niyfelf, fo that I might finifh my courfe with 
joy, and the mini dry which 1 have received of the 
Lord Jcfus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of 
God." It is true, ;a godly man may fometimes be 
bemiiled, fo as not to fee a ^hing to be fin which 
is (in I nay fometimes, in a hurry of temptation 
to avoid fufiering, be may fall 'into fig againft 
light J but otherwife, by divine grace, they will 
chufe poverty, imprifonmcnt, baniihment, death, 
rather than fm 5 even the greateil temporal evil, 
rather than the leail fin. Thus the cloud of wit- 
jieffes gave their tefti^iony. From thefe they did 
not ^ accept deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better refurre£lion," Heb. xi. 35. 

3. Sin is indeed in its own nature and proper- 
lies the greateft of all evils. -To make this evi- > 
dent, conQder, 

(i.) That of all things fin is mofb contrary to 
the natttxe of God^ wbo i» the chief good, an4 

therefore 
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therefore it is the chief evil, Lev. xxvi/ It )• 
walking contrary to God ; it is worfe than all pe- 
nal evil^ ; thefe met in Jefus Chrift) who was God 
as well as* man, but (in was not foun^ in him : 
Heb. vii. 26. « For fuch an High-Prieft became 
usy who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate 
from finners." God owns himfelf the author of 
penal evils, but it is blafphemy to father fin upon 
nim. This fights againft God ^ and, as one fays, 
the finner, fo far as in him lies, deftroys the na- 
ture of "God, dethrones him, and ftrikes at his 
very being. God, fwearing by his holine(s, fwears 
by hiftifelf *, but nothing is fo oppofite to holinefs 
as fin is, nothing can be more or as much fo j nay, 
it is the very thing which makes the deVil evil; 
and therefore it is more evil itfelf than even tlie 
devil. — Confider, 

(2.) That fin is moft contrary to the rational 
nature. Right reafon condemns it ; and no reafon 
approves it, but as blinded and prejudiced. It de- 
grades men, and makes them like beafts, the fil- 
thieft of beafts, dogs and fwine, 2 Pet. ii. 22. i 
more beaiily than the beafts themfelves : l]Ea. i. 3. 
<< The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his ma- 
iler's crib i but Ifrael doth not know, my people 
doth not confider/' Thus the wicked man is a 
vile man, though never fo honourable, Pf. xv. 4. 
Hence it is, that although there are fome who 
glory in their (hame, yet fin is fuch a work of 
darknefs, that no perfon ordinarily is difpofed to 
father the monftrous brat. — Confider, 

(3.) That fin is the deformity of the foul. That 
is the feat of fin, which is the nobleft part of man. 
But it is the deformity of that part ; and the corrutH 
tion of what is the beft is certainly the word eviL 
'Even a deformity in the face is worfe than in another 
part} a bloody man oa« tbtone i^ woifetban fuch a 

perfQik 
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perfon on a dunghill. Thus the ill of fin appears . 
in what it does to the foul ; it defaces God*s 
image there, and Co mars its beauty : Pfai. xiv. 3. 
«* They are all gone afide, they arc altogether be- 
come filthy; there i3 none tnat doth good, no, 
not one." No running fore, canker, or gangrene, 
is comparable to it, for thefe do but prey on the 
body, fin on the foul. It mikes men unlike God,' 
and like the devil. God is holy, jufl, and good ; 
the devil is unholy and wicked ; and fo is the fin- 
ner going on in his fin. It makes a perfon like 
the devil, as a child is to his father, John, viii. 44. 
therefore both go to one place in the end : Matth. 
xrv. 41. " Then (hall he fay alfo unto them on 
his left-hand. Depart from me, ye curfed, into 
evcrlafting fire, prepared for the.devil and his an- 
gels." — Confider, 

(4.) That fin is a hereditary evil, and thefe are 
the worft of evils, the hardeft to be cured. We 
were born with it : Pfal. li. 5. « Beholdj I was 
fhapcn in iniquity, and in fin did nay mother con- 
ceive me.*' It is woven into our very natures, it 
cannot be taken away without a miracle of grace ; 
even fuch a power is neceffary as is required in 
raifing the dead, and quickening them. The whole 
man muit be born again, new moulded, new fra- 
med, ere the perfon can depart from iniquity.-^ 
Confider, 

'(5.) That fin is the mother of all thofe evils 
which ever were, are, or fhall be ; the teeming 
womb of ail niifchief. What caft the angels out 
of heaven, Adam out of paradife ? What deluged 
tlie old world, and burned Sodom ? It was fin. 
Of all the -evils on foul and body to which man is 
liable, fin leads the van. Behold how death, in 
numberlefs ftiapes, has overflowed the world ! 
What a flood of miferies is overflowing mankind, 
^ kingdoms. 
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kingdoms, churches, families, perfons, fou]% bo- 
dies ! What has opened the fluicc of thefe ? Rom. 
V. 12. affords the anfwer, "Wherefore, as by 
one man fm entered into the world, and death by 
fin ; fo death paflt^d upon all men, fbr that all 
have finned." There is never a figh, nor a groan 
4n this MTorld, under any h'ardAiip whatfoever, but 
it rifes from the fting of this ferpent ^ and it has 
filled hell with groans which will laft for ever. — 
Confider, 

(6.) That where (in is removed in its guilt and 
power, the greateft evils cannot harm us : a Pet. 
ill. 13. « And who is he that will harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good ?'' Difeafes, 
crofles, death itfelf, without it, is like a ferpent 
without a fting, i Cor. xv. 55, 56. The fevcre 
la(hes of the juft Judge of heaven and earth, ^re 
turned into the rods of a loving father, Pfal. 
Izxxix^ 31. 32. Death is but the falling afleep, 
and dying only the Oiadow of death. Nay, they 
fhall do us good : Rom. viii. 28. << And we know 
that all things work together for g6od to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpofe." Out of the mbft dark, troubled, 
and confounding cafe, God will raife a beautiful 
frame. Every Hone caft at them (hall be a pre- 
cious ftone, fan£^ified for their good. *-Confider, 

(7.) That wl^crever fin is in force, it not only 
ftrengthens other evils, but blafts and poifons all 
that good which a perfon enjoys. It not only arms 
difeafes, death, and hell, againft a man, but turns 
his very bleflings into curfes : Mai. li. 2. «« If ye 
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, tq 

five glory unto my name, faith the Lord of hofts, 
will even fend a curfe upon you, and I will curfe 
your bleflings ; yea, I have curfed thcifi already, 
becaufe ye do not lay it to heart." In all the en- 
joyments 
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joyments and comforts of a Giiner out of Chrift, 
there is death in the pot. One man's crofles ruin 
him, another man's profperity enfnares him, and 
proves his ruin, Prov, xxx. 8. 9. Nay, the vcrr 
means of grace are a favour of death unto deatn 
unto fome, 2 Cor. ii. 16. What is the reafon 
why fin poifons the fountain i Thus, be the wa« 
tcrs fvireet or bitter, they are killing.— *Con{ider, 

(8.) That iin is the mod painful and torments 
log evil, when once the pain of it is raifed, and 
the poifon begins fenflbly to operate : Prov. xviii. 
14. «The fpirit^ of a man will fuflain his infir* 
mity : but a wounded fpirit who can bear ?'* It is 
true, diat it is fo long in working with fome, that it 
may never thus work till in hell they lift up their 
eyes ; but O how dreadful muft it then be I Con- 
fcience is a tender part ; and this, fin torments* 
What torment was Cain in, when his confcience 
got upon him ! It made Felix tremble, Belfhaz- 
zar's knees to fmite one'againft another; it invol- 
ved Judas in utter defpair, fo as to make away 
with himfelf. See Job, xx. 12. — 16.— Confider, 
(9.) That (in is a moft deadly evil : Rom. vi. 23* 
<« The wages of fin is death." It brought temr 
poral death into the world ; and the body of man^ 
which by its creation was not liable to death, it 
made mortal. But more than this, it is the c'aufe 
offpiritual death. It kills the foul, feparating it 
from Go<f and communion with him, and makes 
many a man dead while he lives, fo that his living 
body is bjit a coffin to a dead foul, Ephef. ii. x. 
And, finally, it brings on eternal death. — Confider, 
(iQ.) That fin is a mofl infediious evil. No 
' plague nor peflilence fo dangerous. Many per* 
fons, in times of a raging plaguey have been pre- 
ferved. But as for the plague of fin, when once 
it feiced Eve, &e infeded Adam, and he all his 

poftcrity. 
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pofterity. And now the world is a peft hou fr^ 
where not one is quite free. Some are under the 
cure of grace, and in the way of recovery ; but 
the moft part are pining away in their iniquity, 
and every one of them infefting another more and 
more: Ecclef. ix. i8. " One finner deftrpys much 
good." This one^ finner "may have the blood of 
many at his door^ whom he has ruined by his ad- 
vice, careleffnefs, and evil example. — Confider, 

(.ii) Hat the giving up of -a finner to fin» is 
the concluding ftroke which God gives him, fo 
that it is the worft thing a perfon can ipeet with. 
Here I would have you more particularly to con- 
fider,— that when God in wrath gives a msm over 
in this life, he leaves him, and gives him up to his 
fin. ' God deals with fifnners to part with their 
fins, they will not ; God's offers are flighted, then, 
as in Pfal. Ixxxi. 12. " He givesr them up to their 
■own hearts luft 5 and they walk in their own 
counfels." He is at much pains with them by 
providences and ordinances, biit nothing does 
with them 5 then in. anger he gives them over : 
Ezek. xxiv. 13. "In thy fikliinefs is lewdncfs : 
-becaufe I have purged thee, and" thou waft not 
purged, thou ftialt not be purged from thy fil- 
thinefs any more, till I have caufed my fury to 
rcff o;i thee." Thus, « Ephraim is joined to his 
idols, let him alone," Hofea, iv. 17. Of the 
heathen world it is faid, « For this caufe God 
.gave them up to vile afFeftiohs," Rom. i. 26. 
•We read of one' who was given up to the devil, 
that he was again recovered. But where find ye 
a man given up to himfelf, to his lufts, reclaim- 
ed ? Wherefore better be given up to the devil, 
than to fin. Fearful fcntence \ " Let him that is 
filthy be filthy^ ftiil." — Confider, when at death 
the impenitent finner is carried out of the world 

into 



d by Google 



THE BUTT OF ALL, &C. 269 

into the pit| there is no more endeavours to fepi« 
rate betwixt him and his (in. In life he would 
ilepart from God, and fo his doom is, << Depart 
from me, ye curfed." Then his fins are left to 
prey upon his foul for ever $ no more pardon, no 
more fan£kification : Prov* xiv. 39. « The wicked 
is driven away in his wickednefs." God drives 
with the man in life to part him and his fins, but 
he will not part from them ; fo the whirlwind of 
^eath rifcs, and carries both away together to the 
pit. — Confider, 

( 1 2.) When God has brought in all his ele£t to 
himfelf, and the laft man of tbem has left the tents 
of fin, then {hall the world be at an end. The (heep 
fliall be feparate from the goats, the finners dri- 
ven away in their wickednefs to hell -, this world 
defiled by fin (hall be burnt up ; and they, and 
fin, with all its efie£ls, fliut up in hell for evtr. 
Rev. XX. 14. 15. Then fliall there be new hea- 
vens and a new earth, but no fin there, 2 Peter, 
ill. 13. It (hall be fettled in hell for ever, as on 
its own bafe. — Sin muft be an evil, a great evil : 
For, 

4. If you will continue in fin, of all things Sa- 
.tan loves moft to have it fo. It gratifies the ene- 
my of mankind moft.; and this in two things, on 
which he is moft particularly fet. 

(i.) The difhonour of God. Satan is a rebel 
againft God, who has not the fmalleft hopes of 
peace, and is utterly defperate, therefore rages 
and maliciouily fets himfel£ againft God, finning 
againft God himfelf, and tempting men to fin and 
continue in it, that he may have die fatisfadion of 
their difhonouring God, and defpifing his Son ; 
thus grieving his Spirit, and trampling on his lawe^ 
— Satan is fet upon, 

(2.) The ruin of fouls : i Peter, v. 8. « Be 
fbber, be vigilant; becaufe your, adverfary the 

Vol. III. Z devil, 
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devil, as a roaring Hon, walketh about, fecking 
whom he may detour. He Joves to keep them in 
lubjeftion to himfclf, that he may reign freely in 
their hearts, which will\)e as long as they are un- 
der the dominion of fm ; and to have them com- 
panions with him in eternal mifery ; which he is 
lure to accomplifti if he can keep them in their fins* 
~l come now to 

Mot, a. To prevail with you in departing from 
iniquity, obferve this \s neceflary from your belong- 
ing to.God, your departing from (in. Whofo are his, 
infallibly do depart frqrti iniquity, whatever others 
do. This has been proved before. — Now, upon 
this confider, — The weight that lies here, whether 
a perfon belongs to God or not. You need to have 
this cleared, whofe you are, .whether the Lord's 
people or not.— For confider, , 

(i .) Tour ftate for time turns upon this point. All 
the world is divided into two parties; one be- 
longing to ,God by covenant and dedication, Heb. 
▼iii. lo. ; another to Satan, the god of this world, 
a Cor. iv. 4. See them diftinguifhed, i John, v. 
19. <« And we know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lieth in wickednefs.'' The one is 
the family of heaven, the other Satan's family. 
If you bdong to the former, you are juftified, a- 
dopted, all is yours, and ye are Chrift's. If to the 
latter, ye are in a ftate of wrath and enmity againft 
God. — Confider, 

(2.) Your ftate for eternity turns upon this^point. 
If ye be the Lord's, ye fhali be for ever happy 
with him. Your names will be found written in 
the book of life. If not, your names will not be, 
found there ; and fee the doom of fuch : Rev. xx. 
15. <* And whofoever was not found written in 
the book of life, was caft into the lake of fire." 
^Ott (hall infallibly evidence, by your departing 

from 
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from iniquity, that you arc the Lord's, Rev. xir. 
I. — 5. San£):ification is an infallible proof of 
ele£lion and juftification, and an infallible pledge 
of glorification. It is a middle link of the 
indiflbluble chain which begins with ele<9:ion 
and ends with glorification, Rom. viii. 29. 30. 
2.Thef. ii. 13. The fpirit of holifftfs is God*s feal 
upon them that ai;e his, by which they come to be 
owned and difcerned to be his: Eph. i. 13. " In 
whom alfo, after that ye believed, ye were fealed 
with tTiat Holy Spirit of ^rdmife.'' * But as long 
as you depart not from fin, it is a pofitive evidence 
that you belong not to God by accepting of the 
covenant, Jerem. xxxii. 30. Your cleaving to 
fin is an evidence you arc not united to Chrift, 
and you can have no pofitive concluding evidence 
that you belong tb God by eleftion. It is but at 
bed a peradventure it may be. And as always 
the longer that a perfon continues in fin, there 
are the lefs hopes of his recovery. To there is the 
lefs probability of his belonging to the eleftioh of 
grace. And if you die in your fin, it will be be- 
yond difpute, that you do not belong to God at all. 
Depart, then, from iniquity, as ever you would 
have any concern foi Ihewing yoiirfelves to be 
the Lord's. Upon this let me afk you, Is it a 
matter of indiftf rence to you whether you be the 
Lord's or not ? Truly this is the language of fouls 
carelefs about their falvation, and particularly a- 
bout their fanftifipation. It is declared to you, that 
all who are the Lord's depart from iniquity. Yet 
you are carelefs about your departing from it. 
This fpeaks your indifference. — I would further 
aflc you, Can you ever be happy if you be not the 
Lord's ? How can you live without his favour, 
living on his ground, and at his coft ? A£ts, xvii. 
25. " He giveth to all, life and breath, and all 
Z 2 • things*'* 
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things." How can you think to look the king of 
terrors in the fate, without the flavour of the King 
of heaven, ^hich you can never have, while you do 
not depart from iniquity ? Rom. i. 18. " For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all 
ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men who hold 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs.'^— I would afk you, 
iaftlyy Is it not a miferable office againft your own 
fouls, to difpute away any faving relation betwixt 
God and you ? Every new difobedience ' to this 
heavenly charge, is a .new argument againft your- 
felves, that you are not his. This charge in the 
gofpel is addrefled to all to whom the gofpel 
comes •, it is like a fanning ^nd feparatiiig the 
wheat from the chafF. By it the grace of God 
brings avray the elcft out of the tents of fin, lea- 
ving others to perifh there. What a difmai 
thought, then^ is it to be left, time after time, in 
iniquity ! — I come now to urge the 

3. And laft motive, which is, that obligation 
which is lying on thofe who name the name of 
Chrift to depart from iniquity. The Chriftian 
profeffion obliges all who make it to be holy, and 
to walk as Chriftians.— And here I would confider, 

i/?, The obligation which lies on all to depart 
from fin who name the name of Chrift, who are 
Chriftians by profeffion, as we all are. 

2dlyy The obligation which ,;rpecially lies on 
communicants.— I would confidfer, 

ifty The obligation which lies on all to depart 
"from fin who n^me the name of Chrift, who arc 
Chriftians by profeffion, as we all are. — Here con- 
fider, 
. I. That your baptifm in the name of the Holy 
Trinity, by which ydu were -taken engaged to re- 
nounce the devil, the world, and the flefh, and to 
ebey the Lord Jefus, Matth. xxviii. 19. 20. Thi& 

is 
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18 a feal of God's covenant, to which you have 
thereby confentcd. And fince you bear the 
badge of Chriftianity, you ought to live Chriftian 
and holy lives. And God will treat you as covC'^ 
nant-breakcrs if you do not.— Confider, 

2. The author of your profelfion, from whom 
you take your name : Adls, xi. i6. " And the 
difciples were called Chriftians firft in Antioch." 
From Chrift we are called Cliriltians. And pity 
it is that ever thofc who profefs Chrift fhould be 
called by the names of finful or wicked men. 
You know thofe who are named for men, • are fo 
named, becaufe they are followers of them. And 
fo^the name Chriftian fignifies 'a follower o£ 
Chrift, one who follows that way which Chrift: 
taught. Now, confider him, the Apoftle and High- 
Pricft of our profeffion Jefus Chrift, Heb. iii. i. 
What was the author of your profefEon ? He was 
holy, Heb. vii. 26. His name is a name of holi- 
nefs : Anointed of God, for a Prophet, Prieft, 
and King. A Chriftian indeed partakes of the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit : " Ye have an unc- 
tion from the Holy One,'* i John, ii. 20. They 
are made kings and priefts unto God and his Fa- 
ther, Rev. i. 6. Now, how does a flnful life agree 
with the holy name, example, and dodrine of 
Chrift ?— Confider, 

3. The faith and religion you profefs. Surely 
the principles of our religion are holy, and teach 
us to depart from iniquity, and give no allowance 
to live in fin. Even reafon fays, men ought 
not to live, nor can they rationally live^ in contra- 
di£i:ion to their profefEon and its pjinciplcsl 
Other religions allow fomething finful, but the 
Chriftian religion, proceeding from him who U 
holinefs arid truth itfelf, ccmdemns every even the 
Icaft evil y and therefore Chriftians by their pro- 
Z 3 fcflionp 
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feiTion are obliged to depart from iniquity. — Cgsif^ 
fider, ^ •< '' 

Lqftly^ The end of your faith and profcflion, the 
."way to which it dire^s^ namely^ heaven, which 
is a holy place. The gofpeL has difcovered life 
and immortality, a Tim, i. lo. A happy ftate 
after this life, where holinefs is perfe£ied, Heb. xii. 
23. And meanwhile it direfis to a life agreeable 
to this holy and happy ftate ; for it " teaches to 
deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to live- 
{ipberly, righteoufly, and godly in this preient 
wodd," Titus, ii. 12. Have you no hopes,: -no^ 
expe£tations of heaven ? If you have, j&irely you 
ought to depart from iniquity ; for it cannot be 
expe£^ed th^t that holy place is for 4ogs and 
fwine, for fuch as are ftrangers to holinefe here. 

2d/yj I would confider the obligations to depart 
from iniquity which lie on communicants in a 
fpecial manner. You have in a very folemn man«- 
iier named the holy name of Jefus, by partaking of 
the facrament of our Lord's body and blood. I^t. 
this then engage -you to depait from iniquity. — 
Confider, 

i.That thefe additional voWs of God are upon 
you to depart from iniquity. You have lifted up 
your hand to God, and you cannot go back. The 
terms of the Chriftian life were told you, and 
you have, after deliberation, engaged yourfelves to 
the Lord. Beware that after vows you begin to 
make inquiry, Luke, ix. 62. — ^Confider, 

2. That religion will be wounded by you if you 
do not depart from iniquity : Rom. ii. 24. << For 
the name of God is blafphemed among the Gentiles 
through you." You will be accounted betrayers 
qt Chrift, for you will give falfe teftimony againfl: 
his way in favour of fm, as if you had tried the 
way of religion^ and after trial found caufe to 

t'./'. " "* 
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call it oflF. And therefore, as you would not 
more than ever diflionour the Lord and his way, 
depart from iniquity. — Confider, 

3. That you will be great lofers if you do not 
depart from iniquity- You will lofe all the pain& 
which you have been atin religion : 2 John, 8. 
<« Look to yourfelves that we Jofe not thofe things 
which we have wrought." It may be, you have bcea 
at fome pains to get fomething, and have done much 
in the way- of God, but one. thing lacking will 
mar all. You will lofe your fouis, for it is only 
they who depart from iiJlquity, fo as never to re* 
turn to it, that are faved : « He that cndureth to the 
end ihall be faved." Backfliding is mod dangerous : 
Heb. X. 38. " If any man draw back, my foul," 
(ays God, " fhall have no pleafure in him." The 
very fetting off once in the Lord's way obliges to 
hold forward. They can never (in at fuch a cheap 
rate a& before ^heavier vengeance abides backiliders,. 
and a fall from heaven's thrc(hold is worft of all. 

Now, the liord is faying to the (inners in Zion, 
as Jerem. vi. 8. "Be thou inftrudledy O Jeru- 
(alem \ left my (bul dep?.rt from thee -, left I make 
thee defolate, a land not inhabited." He is 
threatening to depart from the generation, fince 
they will not depart from iniquity 5 and fad will 
the departuie be : Hofea, ix. 12. "Woe alfo be 
to them when I depart from them."— There are 
three (ad confequents oi God's departure when 
provoked to it, with which we are threatened this 
day.— There is, 

(i.) Confufion in the church, the breaking of 
the ftaves of beauty and bands. There is a me- 
lancholy account of this confequcnce of the Lord's 
departure. Rev. viii..7. 8. We have already felt 
the former, and were threatened with the Lord'g 
making, in his wrath, the wb^le mountain of his 

houfe^ 
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houfe, a burning mountain with the fire of divir 
fion. A fad fight it will be, come when it wiB, 
however fond of it many have appeared. Ziori's 
work v/ill be heavy work, when Zion's builders 
are by the Lord^s anger made like Babel builders* 
— ^There is, -^ 

(2.) Calamity in the ftate. Many perhaps 
would little value what Ihould become §f of the 
church, if they might otherwife live at ea$. But 
God's departure from a generation, ofteii brings 
nations into the deepeft perplexity and diftrefs, z 
Chron. xv. 3. — 6. When God departs from a 
generation, to fee what their end wiU be, it will be 
a fad end, Deut xxxii. 19. 20. — There is, 

(3.) The ruin of many fouls and bodies alfo. 
When God fo leaves a generation, there are many 
fhares for the foul. Confufion in - the church 
brings deadnefs and darknefs on, and makes ha- 
vock of the cafe of many fouls. Calamity in the 
ftate, which removes peace far away, tends always 
to the ruining of temporal concerns, and often of 
iiiens fouls concerns alfo. 

O then depart f'rom in::]uity, as ever you would 
that God (hould not depart from* you, nor from 
the generation I Our iniquities are, the Achans 
in the camp which trouble us ; the Jonah in our 
fhip which threatens to raife the ftorm. God has 
been long calling by his word and providence ta 
us to depart from iniquity, and reform. But in- 
ftead of this, the generation has been filling up 
the cup of their iniquity, and want but fome one 
thing or other to make it run over. But what- 
ever befal us, departing from fin will be your 
fccurity : Ifa. iii. 10. " Say ye to tBe righteous^ 
that it fliall be Well with him ; for they Siall eat 
the fruit of their doings.'*' God's way is the only 

way 
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way of fafcty : Prov. x. 9 . *< He that walketh up- 
rigntly walketh furely, but he that perverteth his 
ways (hall be known." And a good confcience 
will be a feaft in midft of trouble, 2 Cor. i. 1 2. 
Whereas an evil confcience, made fuch by conti- 
nuing in (in, will be a bad companion at any time, 
more efpecially in the evil day.; — If any fhould pro- 
pofe this 

^e/tion. What fliall we do that we may depart 
from iniquity ? I anfwer, Imprefs your fpirits 
with your own finfulnefs. Confider your finful 
nature, PfaL li. 5. << Behold, I was (hapen in ini- 
quity, and in fin did my mother conceive me." 
Obferve how it fpreads itfelf through the whole of 
your hearts and lives ; Ifa. Ixiv. 6. ** But we are 
all as an unclean thing, and all our righteoufnefles 
are as filthy rags -, and we do all fade as a leaf ^ 
and our iniquities as the whirlwind have taken us 
away." How contrary is it to God's nature and 
law, how inconfiftent with your intercfts for time 
and eternity ! Make application to Chrift by faith 
for its removal. To his blood to remove the guilt 
of fin, 1 John, i. 7. To his Spirit to break the 
power of it, and to fanftify you. Faith is the 
great mean of fandification : " Purifying their 
hearts by faith," Afts, xv. 9. — We exhort you, 

Laftly^ To watch. Be ever on your watch-tower.. 
Your fpiritual enemies are ftill about your hands. 
Watch therefore againft all occafions, temptations, 
and appearances of evil. Invprove the feafon of 
duties. Study to be always doing good, and fo 
your hand will be filled with other work. When 
departing from evil, you will do good, you will 
feek peace, and purfue it earneftly. Amen. 



TBS 

Digitized by Google 



THE INWARD FRAME SHOULD COIU 

RESPOND WITH THE OUTWARD 

PROFESSION *. 



SERMON LX. 



Deut. V. 29. O that there were fuch an heart irr 
ibem^ that they nvould fear me^ and Keep all my 
commandments alwaysy that it might he well tvith 
them, and with thair children for ever. 

THat dreadful appearance Which God made on 
mount Sinai) in the giving of the law, and 
that effedi it had upon' the Ifraelites, Mofes here 
puts them in mind of. When the Lord fpoke 
with a great and terrible voice out of the darknefs 
and fire, the people were affrighted, and they fee 
their abfolute need of a mediator, and therefore de- 
fire Mofes would mediate betwixt Gk)d and them ; 
and in this event thejr promife all obedience. The 
Lord gives his verdift concerning tliis, which con- 
Cfts of two parts. 

I. That tJie words were very good. If words 

could 
* This and the following difcourfcs were delivered in 
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<ould have proved them faints, they would have 
. been among the foremoft. If promifes could have 
paHed for performances, they had wanted neither 
faith nor good works : Ver. 28. "They have well 
faid all that they have fpoken." They have faid 
two things : 

.(i.) They had defired a mediator, ver. 27'. 
*« Go thou near," faid they to Mofes, " and hear 
all that the Lord our God (hall fay ; and fpeak 
thou unto us all that the Lord our God ihall fpcak 
unto thee, and w^ will hear it and do it," Th^y 
faw fo much of the majefty pf God, and of their 
own finfulnefs, that they beg of God he would 
not deal with them immediately, but by a media- 
tor ; and this was the great end in giving the law 
on mount Sinai, and that with lb much terror, 

Deut. xviii. 15. 18. 

(2.) They promife obedience, that they would 
take the law out of Mofes mouth, and perform it ; 
that they would no lefs highly efteem it as co- 
ming by his hand, than if God fliould thunder it 
with the greateft terror into their ears. What 
could look liker faith and obedience, according to . 
the Old-Teftament difpenfation ? What could 
look liker accepting of the great Mediator in all 
his offices, according^ to that difpenfation of the 
covenant, wherein types and figures of him jwho 
was to come did fo much abound ? How ready 
feem they to fit down at the feet of a prophet and 
learn. So that upon this the Lord promifed 
Chrift under that very notion, Deut, xviii. i^. 
How plainly do they take with guilt, and Hand as 
criminals who have nothing to fay on their own 
defence, acknowledge their need, and profeft 
their defire of an interceflbr, being unable to (land 
before the Lord without a flielter, or on their own 
legs. How readily do they fubje£t themfelves to 

the 
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the laws of their King, and (loop to take on his 
yoke without any exception whatfocvcr ? But all 
is not gold that glitters^ the heart of man feldom 
holds foot with the tongue. 

2. The other part of the verdidl follows in the 
text : " O that there were fuch an heart in them !" 
By which he difcovers their hypocrify, and pre- 
cipitancy, their tongues running before their 
hearts in their engaging themfelves to the Lord, 
The Lord fpeaks thus after the manner of men, 
fo that they who would hence conclude, that 
man's will by nature is fuch, as that it is of him- 
felf flexible, either to fpiritual good or evil, while 
the Lord (lands by as an idle fpe£lator, and puts 
to no hand of power, may as well conclude, that 
God hath eyes and hands of fle(h, and that he who 
is not the fon of man that he (houid repent, and 
with whom therejis no variablehefs, may even^with 
propriety repent as to what he has done. Ineffi- 
cacious wi(hing, properly underftood, argues im- 
perfe£lion. (Hebrew, who will give their heart to 
be fuch in them ?) Now, it is certain, God can give 
fuch a heart : £zek. xxxvi. 26. " A new heart 
aHb will I give you." And if he will do it, who 
can hinder him^ Job, xi. 10. — ^This declaration 
therefore imports, 

(i.) That fuch an heart was not in them, for 
all their fair words and high pretences ;. that 
though they looked well outwardly, yet within 
they were naught. They had learned to fpeak 
better than they were wont 5 but though they had 
got the new tongue, they had but the old heart 
ftill : Deut. xxix. 4. " Yet the Lord hath not 
given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to fee, and 
cars to hear, unto this day." When they were in 
Egypt, they were funk into ftupidity, the inllruc- 
tions of the patriarchs had worn out of their 
minds, they had almoA forgotten their fall in 

Adam, 
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AdarH) and vrhsit (in was; and though God had 
made, the promife to Abraham, yet they, were 
now grown proud and fecure. And though fin, 
and alfo death, were feigning over theni) yet being 
witliout the law to evidence fin and deatli to their 
confciences, they would not charge themfelves 
with it, and fo found no need of a Mediator, 
Rom. V. 13—20. But now the law being pro- 
claimed with fo great terror, laid their peacock- 
feathers a little ; but though they had more know. 
4edge of their fin and mifery than before, yet 
they had flill the old heart. —This declaration im* 
.ports, 

(2.) That fuch an heart fhould have been in 
them, it was their duty to have it, God required 
it of them : " Make to yourfelves a new heart." 
God requires the conformity of the heart, as well 
as of the converfation, to his will. — ^It imports, 

(.3.) That the want of fuch an heart was a dead 
fly in all their engagements, which made all the 
ointment to ftink : "O that there were fuch an 
heart in them !" The chief thing is wanting ftill, 
they have not yet brought up their heart to their 
work. — It imports, 

(4.) The great excellency and worth of fuch an 
heart* The Lord fpeaks honourably of it, as that 
which would bear weight in the balance of the 
fanftuary. It is pleafing to the Lord, it is God's 
delight ; they want only this to make them happy. 
— For illuilrating this fubjefl, we fhall prppofe 
4ind confider the foUowii]^ Doctrines. 

DocT. I. That men often make what ought to be 
the moft folemn tranfadions with the Lord 
about their fouls concerns, but folemn trifling 
with him. * 

DocT. II. That a heart fincerely and fuitably cor- < 
Vol. III. A a rcfponding 
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refponding with the profeffion of a covenant- 
ing peoplci is a moft valaaUe and excdknt 
thing. 
DocT. ni. That the work of covehandng wkh the 
Lord 18 flight work» when it ie not healt-work. 
Or, in odier words, Solemn covenanting widi 
the XiOrd is bnt folemn trifling with him, when 
the woxk of covenanting is not heart-work. 

We begin with 
DocTRtKE I. That men often make what ought 
to be die mofl: folemn tranfadions widi the 
Lord about their foul$ concerns, but fiolemn 
trifling with him. 

Never » was there a more felemn tranfaAioa 
which men had with God dian what was here. 
Their ears were fiOed with the noife of the thun- 
der, the lightnings flashed in dieir eyes, they heard 
God himielf fpeak, they were moft exprefs in 
covenanting with Gcd ; aH this time their hearts 
were net right widi him, nor found in his ftatutes* 
— ^In difcoarfing from this dbd^rine, we propofe^ 

I. To Ihew how far a man may go in trandid- 
ing with, and engaging himfiBlf to the Lord, and 
yet after all he may be biTt triflbg. 

n. Shew wherem tlus trifling and flight woik 
in fuch a weighty bufinds doth appear. 

ELL Point out how P^k come to torn fudi 
folemn work into mere trifling. 

IV. Apply die fttbjea. 

We are, then, 
t. To (hew how far a man may go m tranfad- 
ing with, and engaging himfelf to the Lord, and 
yet after all he may be but trifling«~Upon diis 
head we obierve, 

I. That 
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1. That a ptrfoti may formally and exft^fdj 
ccyvetiant with God, to be the Lord's, and yet after 
all be but trifling with God. So did this people^ 
^vcf . 27. (quoted above). A perfon may make s^ 
coyenant with God, bodi by word and writ, whea 
there is 00 fach heart in him, and the heart goes 
not along either with tongue or pen. It is an eafy 
Aing to fay unto the Lexd, that he fhaU be our 
God, but not eafy to fay it with the heart. The 
tongue is not always a faithful interpreter of the 
heart, efpecially in thefe things. — ^We obferve, 

2. That a perfon may makls a very full cove- 
nant with the Lord, and yet after all be but tri« 
fling. What exception was there 'in this, ver. 27. 
« All that the Lord our God (hall fpeak unto thee» 
we will hear it and do it.*' How large a promife 
was this, Matth. viii. 19. ^ Matter, I will follow 
tber whitherfoever thou goelL" No doubt, had 
their hearts kept pace with their words, they had 
engaged to purpo^. Had there been as few fe« 
cret as there were open referves, they had dealt 
honcftly.—- We obferve, 

3. That perfon: may even be morally ferious in 
all this, thinking and refolving in the time to do 
as they fay. It was not a feaion for grofs diffimu- 
lation, nor to make a jeft of tran{a£ling with the « 
Lord anent foul-concerns, . when the Lord was 
f peaking out of the darknefs and fire to them.* 
Perfons in this cafe are like thofe who trifle with 
merchants, in ofiering to bargain for their wares, 
out of mere fimplicity and ignorance as to the 
worth pf thefe waxes, who, if they had matters 
fet in their due light, would never once propofe 
again fo to bid for them. The foolifh virgins faw 
not their lamps out till it was paft time. — We ob- 

. fcrve, 

4. That perfons ma^ do all this from a lenfe.of 

A a z their 
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their need of a Mediator. Thus did thesy in the 
text. What was it that brought this people to 
this ? Why, they had formerly engaged with a 
vhole heart to be the Lord's : Exod. xix. 8. " And 
all the people anfwered together, and faid. All that 
the Lord hath fy.oken, we will do.** But now they 
fall more folemnly and ferioufly to work. God 
f-ts the mountain on fire for a tribunal of jufticc ; 
there is a trumpet whofe voice waxes louder and 
fjuder ; by all which God doth as it were fummon 
Inem to compear bwfore him. There are dreadful 
thunder -claps to carry the fentence of death to their 
hearts ; there are lightnings, by the glancings of 
which they read the wrath of God againft fin- 
ners. Yet they muft not touch the mountain; 
left they be confumed, to teach them how fin had 
laid the bar as to accefs to God. This fills them 
with terror and fear of death, and now they feel 
the neceflity of a mediator : £xod. xx. xp. «< And 
they faid unto Mofes, Speak thou with us, and we 
wiH hear : but let not God fpeak with us, left we 
die." And yet, after all, <' O that there were fuch' 
an heart in them !" ' 

We are now, 

II. To (hew wherein this trifling and flight 
work in fuch a weighty bufinefs does appear. 

I . It appears in perfons engaging themfelves to 
the Lord, without being at pains to prepare them- 
felves, and bring up their hearts to the duty. O 
what a light thing do moft people make of cove- 
nanting with God ! It-is but the faying of a word 
in prayer 5 and this is foon faid. It is but taking 
the facrament; and this is foon done. In the 
lYiea^i time, the heart, like Abraham's afs, is left at 
the foot of the hill : Gen. xxii. 5. Mat. xv. *8. 
•* 'this people drawech nigh unto me with their 

mouth, 
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moutb> and honouredi me with theii" fip^ hv^ 
their heart is far from me.*' They are ftrangers 
to God who are ftrangers to heart- work. They 
who find no difficulty ki bringing their heart} to 
duties, do ndt bring them to tii^m at all* The true 
Chriftian finds much diSicuUy in this. I find, fays 
PauJ, a law, diat when I would do good, evil is 
prefent with me. ft is but trifling to give the 
hand to the Lord, while the heart is far from uny 
due concern about ^e bufinefs, and from that 
fokmn ferioufnefs requifite to get it rightly mana-> 
ged.«^This appears, 

(2.) When people engage themfelvesto the fer* 
vice of the Lord, but do not give their hearts to 
him. Many engage with iht Lord, as a onar- 
ried fetvant with a mafter ^ the mafter is to get his 
fervice, but* another has his heart ; Jer. xii. 2. 
«« Thou art near in their mouth> and far from 
their reins." The heart may remain glued to 
Ittfts, while the foul pretends to be engaging itfeif 
to the Lord 5 and if it were not fo> there wOuld not 
be fttch a (ad account of ^many who covenant with 
God. This is but to trifle wkh God, who re« 
qnives the heaart, or nothing: Prov. xxiiL 26. 
*< My fon, give me thine heart.'* Jer. xxx. %i. 
'< For who is this that engaged his heart to ap* 
proach \into me ? feith the Lord.'^ It is an ill-made 
fecond marriage, when there is neidier the death 
of, nor a divorce from the firft hufband. There 
is no right engaging with the Lord, but where the 
foul forfakes ail others for him, and the heart takes 
up its eternal reft in Chrift. --This trifling appears^ 

f 3.) When people have any fecret referves in 
dieir clofing with Chrift, as is the cafe when the 
heart is not well content to take Chrift with what- 
fbever may follow this choice : Luke, xiv. 26. 
f < If any man come to me, and hate not Iiis father, 
A a 3 and 
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aild mother^ and wj^e, and children^ and .brethren^ 
And lifters, yea, atid his own life alfo, he cannot 
be xtiy difciplc." There is none make right work 
here, but thofe who, weighing all things, are con- 
tent to put a blank in Chrift's hand ) faying, 
*« J-ord, what wouldft thoA have me to do ?" A£ls, 
.ix. 6. They do but trifle, who have their right- 
hand fins which they wifli not cut oflF, for they 
will in this cafe mar the bargain ; and alfo thofe 
who cannot digeft that tribulation which is in 
the way to the kingdom. No crofs, no crown. 
That heart vi^hich is not reconciled to the crofs, is* 
not fuch an heart as jis required. — ^This trifling ap- 
pears, ^ ^ : 

(4.) When people overlook the Mediator in their 
covenant of peace wifh God, but tranfa£t with God 
for peace and pardgn without refpedl to the ate* 
»ing blood of Chrift. It is natural to all men to 
come immediately to God without a Mediator : 
Exod. xix. 8. ." And all the people anfwered toge* 
ther, andfaid, All that the Lord hath fpoken, wc 
will dp." They are thus fc^r coming widiout a 
Mediator, till the terror of God correft their rafti- 
iiefs, and they fee what a confuming fire God is> 
cind thatj if they would be fafe, they muft come 
to him under ,the . covert .of Chrift's wings. If 
a foul fincerely defwes to come to God, the firft 
perfon tp which they muft go, is to Chrift, the fe- 
cretarj of heaven. For " by him we have accefs 
into that grace wherein we ftand," Rom. v. 2. 
And lie is " the Mediator of the new covenant." 
Heb. :^ii. 24. God out of Chrift is a confuming 
fire. But there are beafts that will tou h the 
mountain, though they be thruft through with a 
dan. Would you M'L6t with God a covenant 
of reconciliation ? then go tQ him on the- mercy- 
feat J not the leat.of n^ercy merely for mercy's iake, 

fuch 
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fuch a mercjr-feat has no being in heaven, but only 
in the vain imaginations of men on earth ; but to 
tlie mercy. feat for Chrift's fake, where mercy 
IS' abundantly . di{tfibuted with, the cordial con« 
fent of jufticc: a Cor. v. 19. "To wit, that 
God was in Chrift, reconciling the world to him- 
felfy not imputing their trefpaffes unto them«'! 
It is to God as vaikd ^th fleili, .that the guilty 
can only approach; other wife it is but trifling.^ 
For Jefus is " the way, and naman cometh to the 
Father but by him,'' John, xiv. 6. 

5. This is turned into folemn trifling witb 
God, by people's not taking Chrift for all, but 
only for making up: that which they may come 
ihort -, thus endeavouring . to patch up a .gar* 
ment of their, own sighteoufnelis and of his ito^ 
gether. Thus many . think to pleafe God, by 
doing what they can to fulfil the law, and looking? 
to Chrift tomal&e up that of which they come ihort. 
It was forbidden under the law, to wear a garment 
of di^vers fort^ of. woolen and linen together. And 
they will find themfelves befooled, who will ad- 
venture their falvation* on this party-coloured gar- 
ment : Gal. iii, 1 2. " And the law is not of faith ; 
but the man that doth them iliaU live in them." A 
garnient piec^dJup of fundry forts of rightcoufnefs, 
is not meet for the court of heaven. That. heart 
which would fiiaxe the glory betwixt Chrift and 
the man himfelf,. is not right with God, and will 
be left to its own .weight. — This trifling appears, 

6. By perfons making a covenant of works with 
Chrift i the tenor whereof is, .that if Chrift will 
fave their fouls, they ihall ■ flerve him as long as 
they live. ^ If ; Chrift will give them wages, they 
vill/give him work. If he will pay their debt> 
they ihall be his fervantSj while they have breath 
in thc»». And upon thia> men may take the. fa- 
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crtmient to bind them die fafter. Aad dius, I 
feari knatiy make fad watk at facraments and other 
ordinances. That this is but foiemn trifling 
with God^ anpears, if ye coniidcr, that this is 
a covenant which hath no warrant in the word of 
Godi and therefore Chrift will nere^- fetfais feal 
to it, though we fhould feal it with our Uood. It is 
quite oppofite to the covenant of grace j the de^ 
iigti c^ which is to dmw the finner into the debt of 
free grace^ and to fet the crown only on Cbrift's 
heady Rom. iv. 14. — 16 and xi. <S. The covenant 
of grace, is an everlafting covenant^ once in, never 
out: UsL. Iv. 3. <* i will make an everlaftmg 
covenant vmh you> even the fure ^rcies of 
Davidi" But this is ^ tottering covenant, broken 
ev^ry day. This is a fetvile covenant, to give 
Chrift fervice for falvMion, The othtr is a filial 
ODveaai^ty where the foul takes Chrift and £dva» 
tion freely o^fititd, and fo is a fon : << For to a» 
itiany as believed on him, to them gave bt 
fofwcr to become die fons of God,^ Jobn> i. 1 1, 
Thetrfore, they do not ferre, that they may get the 
inheritance i but beoaufe the inheritance is tfaeiis> 
tfaerefbtethey ferve, Oal. it. ^4* and downwards. 
To take hokl of God's covenant, is for a |>oor 
emptv^handed £aner to coikie and live freely on 
Cbrin 9 dbSs is to come andiyuy fnorn him. In or- 
der to bring this clHnge home, I AaU mention ibnttt 
evidetioes c£ the above (>ru£tk&w.^8iich as> . 

1(1.) Perfons kicking upo»> and tmdting ufe of 
line Jacrameift only as feals of their tows^ and tiot 
ak ftaSs of God^B promifes. i do not &y but the 
facfanusnt is a feal, to feal our engagement to be 
tiie Lcxrd's \ \m. diis is but «ht one h«df, and evc& 
tk/t lesft half, ab i take it, i Cor. k« t6. W)iy 
ikfsn do people fo otvevlook £thas, b«it b^ctfyfe, Mt 
being Oab^ «ut of cheAMvies; they l^kmore to 

the 
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the confirming of their refolutions, than their 
faith and communion with Chrift in his ful- 
ncfs ? 

(2.) A fecond evidence is, perfons coming to the 
Lord in this ordinance, rather to engage themfelves 
to duties, than to get ftrength for the performance 
of them. 

(3.) A third evidence is, perfons drawing their 
peace and comfort, rather from their duties, and the 
performance of that to* which they have engaged, 
than what Chrift makes over to finners in the cove- 
nant of grace. It was iiot fo. with David, for the 
covenant itfelf was all his faivation, and all his defire, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. But when the other works, he 
expedls his wages ; when he fails, he has no hope, 
as one who has broken covenant with Chrift. 
But, when the true covenanter fails in his dutjr, 
yet all that his foul depended upon ft ill remains, 
a covenanted rightcoufnefs ; all that he trufted 
to for his duties alfo remains, to wit, covenanted 
ftrength, Rom. vii. 24. 25. and viii. i. And fo 
there is new application for covenant- benefits ; 
whereas, when many fail in their covenant, all is 
gone, and it muft be made over again, ere he can 
have any new footing. — This trifling appears^ 
when, , 

7. Perfons lay hold on Chrift with, a faith 
of which the mighty power of God was not at the 
forming, Eph. i. 19. j but is merely the produft 
of a perfon's natural faculties. Moft men's faith 
i^ like wild oats that grow up without the labour 
of the huft>andman. They come too eafily to it, 
to make any fure work by it- The evil heart of 
unbelief is not fo eafily (haken off as men iina- 
gine. Thofe who find no difficulty, do but trifle 
and beat the-air ; if the work were heartily plied, it 
would not be fo.t4fy. — We now proceed, 

UI. 
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III. To inquire how peopde come to turn fuck 
folemn work into tiifling.i-"Thcy do fo, 

I. Becaufe they have no' due confideration of 
the worth and precioufhefs of their fouls, thcjr do 
i^iot fuitabiy value the great falvation : Matth. Bxii, 
5. f« But they made light of it, and went their 
ways, one to his farm, and auother to his nicr«* 
chandife." Men wili not trifle in ntatters which 
appear to them of great concefrn. But men who 
Ao not duly value their fouls wili venture them ob 
they know not what* But who confiders eternity, 
and the weight which lies on the foul's tranfa^ing 
with Ood ? If men had eternity hi their eye, and 
Vere tflinfaAing as for eternity, communicattng for 
etettiity, they would ad in another manner^ and 
not thus trine in 6> important a bufinefs.-^They 
dofO, 

2* Becauie they know not what a God they 
hare to do with, they think that he is ahogedier 
fuch a one as themfelves^ Pfal. Lai. Men tranf. 
kO: in their duties wi^, they know tiot whom^ 
and therefore they ^(k they know not what : Joih. 
kxiv. 1^. *< And Jofhua faid unto the people, Te 
cannot ferte the Lord } for he is an holy God, he is 
a jealous God, he will not forgive your tranfgref- 
fions, nor your fins." When people have mean 
tiioughts of God, they are ready to think any 
little thing may fcrve him. — They thus trifle, 

3. Becaufe they know not their own hearts, 
and their deceits : Jer. xvii. $• << The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and deiperatcly wicked \ 
M^bo can ktiow it ?" There are many fecret biafes 
there, to which they do^not advert. Men may be 
hypocrites, and not know themfelves to be fudi* 
TJxt heart has a depth of deceit, which is not cafy 
lo fathom, which will make men fay, with Saul, 
J h^ve performed the commandment of the Lord, 

while. 



d by Google 



WITH THE OUTWARB PROFESSCOW. S^t 

vhilci after all, the bleating of the (heep will dif- 
cover the deceit— They thus trifle, 

4. Becaufe fin has never^ been made bitter 
enough to them. It is hard to wean, us from, the 
love of lufts, if the breads of them be not laid 
over with gall and wormwood. We muft dig 
deep, and build upon the rock. Where the fal- 
low ground is ^ot plowed up, there will be a fowing 
among thorns, Jer. iv. 3. The con&nt of many 
to take Oirift, fuch as it is, is too lightly win to be 
foJid. — TTicy thus trifie, 

5. Becaufe they are hafty and indeliberate in 
their engaging. They fall a-building ere they 
count the coftj Matth. xiv. 25 .-—3 f . ; w£^ is rafhly 
done, is but ilightly done in this matter. He that 
would make fure work, muft lay his account be- 
forehand with what he may meet with in the 
Lordfs way. Then, meet with what they will, 
they will not be ofiended. — They thus trifle, 

.6. Becaufe they have never got a fufficient dif- 
covery of their own utter weaknefs and infuffi- 
ciency* Thev think they have a ftock, and there- 
fore may trade with it, and are very ready to un- 
dertake, though their heart will certainly miigive 
in the performance* Hiis is building on the old 
foundation of nature ; whereas, there will never 
be fnre work, till this foundation be razed. If 
any man will come after Jefus, he muft deny him- 
fdf, and take up hi6 crofs and follow him. — ^It 
only remains that, 

IV. We make fome appKcatlon. Thisdo^irine 
may help us to fee the reafon why fo many return 
wiu the dog to his vomit. There is an error in the 
firft conco^iion. That you may beware of thitf, we 
would exhort vou, to make fure work in vour 
tXVibDBdng with the Loxd. O do not tr^e m fb 

important 
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292 THE INWARD FRAME SHOULD CORRESPOND 

important a concern l—To guard you cfftStuzUy 
againd this, confider the following things. 

1. Confider, this is to put, fo far as you can, 
a foJemn cheat x)n the great God : Gal. vi. 7. 
" Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for what- 
foever a man foweth, that ihall he alfo reap." It is 
a dangerous thing to mock God. His alUfeeiiig 
eye knows how you deal with him, and, can pene- 
trate through all your pretences. — ^Confider, 

2. It is to put a folemn cheat on your own fouls ; 
you thus deceive your own fouls. If you trifle 
with God, you will find at length a fad difappoint- 
ment: Ifa. 1. 11. << Behold^ all ye that, kindle a 
fire, tliat compafs yourfelves about with fparks ; 
walk in the light of your fire, and in the fparks 
that ye have kindled. This fhall ye have of mine 
hand 5 ye fliail lie down in forrow." As ye fow, 
ye will reap. Sow the wind: of hypocrify, and 

^ you will reap the whirlwind of wrath, 

3. Confider the weight of the matter ; the fal- 
vation or damnation of the foul is no fmall 

. bufinefs ; if you manage it right, you may get 
your falvation fealed ; if not, fee Luke, xiv. 24. 
-*« For I fay unto yoii, that none of thofe men which 
were bidden, {hall tafte of my fupper." 
- 4. Confider,if you thus trifle with God in this mat- 
ter, you will be difcovered. The man without the 
wedding-garment was foon found out. You will 
not hold right to the end ; you will return to the 
vomit ; your latter end will be worfe than your 
beginning. — Confider, 

5. Th^t you have a deceitful heart; it is neceflary 
to be fure with it ; it will foon give you the flip, 
' and break the bonds, if they be flightly put.on. — 
Confider, 

Lqfifyy If you make fure work, vou will find 
tlic eternal-advantage of it. Jill the bleflSngs of 

the 
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the covenant will be your portion. You may get 
a feaft : << To this man will I look, faith the 
Lord, who is of an humble and contrite fpirit, 
and who trembleth at my word." 

I (hall clofe with the following (hort Direc- 
tions. 

Set about the work of felf-examination. In- 
quire particularly at your hearts, whether they be 
willing to take Chrift, mdrenounce all other lovers^ 
and to take him wholly, only, and everlaftingly.-* 
Pray that^ God may examine you, and difcover 
yourfelves to yourlelTes ; lay yourfelves open to 
felf'fearching. — Laftlyt Put your hearts into the 
Lord's hand,^ as fenfible that in yours they will mif- 
carry. « Commit thy way unto the Lord^ truft alfo 
in him> and he ihall bring it to pals/' 



Vol. ni. B b TJ^E 



d by Google 



/ • 






-i>— ^4- 



'JUE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



<C:X- fi IE /R Ad ON XXL 



DsuT. V. '29. &ibii$ ^'ihetemmi^^i tm iiafi rift 
ihem^ that they nvotdd fear me^ and lap all mj 

• jammandments dvjays^ that it mgbt be well wiiir 
them 9 and with thetr children for ever. 



YOU have been this day avouchinff the Lord 
to be your Gpd. Tou have all had an of- 
^r ef Chrifty and thie^ was none hoard ^tell of 
protefting againft him ; n;^y, did not your hearts fay 
within you. Even fo I take him ? Many of you 
iiayei before angeU and men^^fealed a covenant 
with him this day, and we may report to the Lord, 
that you have laid you are content to be his. O 
that there were fuch an heart in you, all would be 
weH! 

Having, in the precedu3g difcourfe, ofiered all 
that we intend from the fim do^irin^, we now 
proceed to 

PocTRiMB n. That a heart fincerely and fuitably 
correfponding vrith the profeilion of a cove* 

titanting 
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nanting people^ is a moit valuable andexceUJ9nt 
thing. ; 

HEftsIfhall, 
L Shew what a heart fnch a heart is» 
li; Msdce it appear, that fudia heart is ajncA^ 
valuable thing* 

L Wb- ave to fiiemwhata^ heoflst^fotrl^a hcMt-. 
is-; and'On thishoadv thepartidabas {hottibtf^moftj^ 
tal^sfl out of thfc conteiet.-^ Wer obferve»% 

IV Tha^ fnch an^fa£art is a hearfr th»t has gots 
a 'i^inw* of the ma^ft jr and^ gi e r i o w; perfe^H'ona of { . 
that GM: with whom we have to do : Dmttai vn 24^ 
<< Atid:he< faidy Behold the Lovd: our* God had^r 
fliewed-tts his -glory, and his greattte&K s^nd W)»- 
have heaid his voioe out of the nddSt of the fite ;> 
we httve feen this day> that God dbtb tlilii witbr-. 
man, and he liveth." The eye faw this ; aU' !w^d< - 
havt been rights if the^lory of the Loiid had thus 
(hined< in thieir heat tSi An: intttd^ghitefied .heart io^ 
tjhe knowledge of the Locd.^ looks fo Uke^ bell, and; 
unlike heaven, that it cannot be fudir a hear£. A> 
dark heart will make a dark confuled Gonv»fatio9« 
There is no right worfhipping o£ an unknoWn 
Qod. This vi^w of the Lordfs glory is. ncoefllAryi. 
Mofes deGred it, Exod. xxsiii. ; and all get h. vf a , 
greater or lefs degree; 2 Cor% iii 18. " But we alt 
beholding as in a glafs the glory^ of the Lord^ a«e: 
changed into the fame image, from glory to gloiyy 
. even as by the Spirit of the Lord ." If ye have fqeik 
the Kii¥g in his glory, and bis train filling the tern* 
pie, it is a token of good. But^ alas ! many fee* 
the chair of ftatc, who beholdmot^ the ^ng. fitting- 
in- it. ' 

7i It isaheattfilledwiththeifearof Godi << Gb 

that thece wtre Aiehai faeatt i» them^ dMtthey 

B b Z would 
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^ould fear m«.'* Indeed dicy profeflcd it, and they 
had a tolerably fufficient meafure of it> had it been 
but of the right ilamp, and had it got leave to 
have foaked kindly inta their hearts. But, alas! 
it was only like a icud of rain violent in the timei 
but wetting only the furfaee of the groudd» and 
foon dried up. But O for fuch a heart as would 
fear always ! not with a flavifh diftruftful fear, but 
a filial reverentiaL fear, a fear of circumfpeQiofo. 
Such a heart as would ke^p the eve upon the ma- ; 
jefty of the Lord, would promiie to keep right : 
Heb. xii. 28. " Wherefore, w^ receiving a.kipg- 
dom which cannot be moved j let iia-haTC grac^ -; 
whereby we may ferve God acceptably, with re- ; 
verence and godly fear." A heart wanting this, » 
"'will be like an linruly horfe without a bridle : Prov. 
3txv. 28. ** He that hath no rule over his own ' 
fpirit^ is like a city that is broken dbwn, and with- < 
out wails.*' 

3, It is a humble h^rt. O howhumbtedid they 
feem to be now under the fenfe of their own fin- 
fulnefs, and the holinefs of that God with whom 
they had to do ! . A heart humbled indeed is a var 
luable blefling. When Chrtft lances the fwciling of 
the heart, and lets out the filthy ftafF of pride and 
felf-conceit, makes the man low in his own eyes, ^ 
ht }g even preparing, a houfe.forhimfelf on earth ; 
for the Lord <* dwells with him who is of a con- 
trite and humble fpirit, to revive the heart of the 
humble, and to levive the heart of the contrite 
oires,'* Ifa. 4vii. 15. They durft not go near the 
mountain to touch it, they looked as they would 
rather have rolled themfclves among the duft of 
the Lord's feet. «« Othat there were fuch an heart 
in them !'^ The honeft heart is fliaken out of feif^ 
confidehde, for a right fight of the Lord in his 
glory, and of our own viienefsj go always together 1 

Ifii« 
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I(a, vi. jt « Then faid I, Wo U m?, forijSfmun,^ 
donC), becauie I am a man of unclean lips, apd I 
dweff in the midflr^of a people of unclean lips ^ 
for mine cyee h^ve feea the King^ the Lord o£ 
hofts." 

4. It is a heart filled with wonder at the good- 
nefs of God> hia condefcenfion and patience to- 
wards finne^s* ver» 514. and z6. That foul will 
wander that God IhouW ^v^ have come in fpeak- 
i»g-terms with vife.man; that ever any thing 
ihould have proceeded out of his mouth, but air- 
rows, dipped in the vinegar of the curfe> to have 
llain the traitors outright* And will God thus 
ind£;ed deal with man ? It will be the wonder 
of ihat ,fQul| that God hath not comfumed it, 
mingled its blood with its facriiices> ftruck it 
dean at t^ communion-table. O how wonderful 
that they, ihould have fpoke with the Lord, and 
are yet alive ! 

5. It b a heart convinced of the need of a Me- 
di^tor^ andrefolved to employ him in all caufes 
betwixt God and tliem, ver. 27. It is not every 
oner that fees their need of Chrift^ and their need 
of an Advocate to* go betwixt God and them. Bu(; 
he who has fuch a heart will look on himfelf, in 
himtfelf, as dry ilubble, as he looks 00 God as a 
<;onfutning fire ; and all his own duties and attain- 
m€;nts> as a wall of dry boards which will not keep 
the iire from him,, but increafe it, and defire tQ 
have Chrift betwixt them and a holy God, as a 
chryilajl wall, which may let through the light, but; 
not the- flame of that fire. His very name will 
be precious to that heart, for it is *' as ointment; 
poured forth,*' Song, i. 3. How fweet is the name 
of a Redeemer to a captive^ and to a humbled 
finneTy one who mav lay his hands on both ! 

6. It i^ a hew talking the hoxd only for theii? 

B^3 Gb4 
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God. They profeffcd they would have no more 
to do with idolSy though it was not long ere tiieir 
liearts turned to their old 'bias : Exod. xxxii. 8. 
<« They have turned afide quickly out ef the way 
which I commanded them, .they have, made them 
a molten calf, and have worihiped it, and have 
factificed thereunto, and faid, Thefe be thy gods, 
O Ifrael, which have brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt." But fuch a heart renounces all 
other lovers, gives Chrift's rivals their leave, and 
halts no more betwixt two opinions. If thou wouldft 
be perfeft, fell all, that is, part with alt but CUrift. 
When a man gets fuch a heart, there is an Extra- 
ordinary uproar made in the foul ^ vehen it enters 
the man's brcaft, Satan cries as thefe, " They 
that turn the world up-fide down, are cotne hither 
alfo." There is a ftrange overturning of thrones 
there. As when Chrift and the gofpel came into 
the world, the world, which before was wholly 
given to idolatry, then made great reformation i 
oracles were ftruck dumh^* idols were caft to 
the moles and to the bats, 5 fo when the man gets 
fuch a heart, down goes the clay-god, the wcxrld> 
and Chrift mounts the throne $ neither back nor 
belly mu ft be gods longer to the man, king fclf. 
lofes his crown, which is put upon the head of- 
Chrift, and free grace, TTie heart, which was 
divided among many lufts before, enters now on 
Jefus, the; beauty of the upper houfe. 

7, It is a heart for the Lord's work, ver, 27. 
It is a heart which inclines the man who has taken 
Chrift's enlifting money to fight his battles ; which 
willingly ftoops to the yoke of Chrift's command- 
ments, and is fet to vi^llpin the way of obedience* 
It is a heart reconc^ed to the law of God ; the 
foul being married to Chrift, may not be barren, 
but muft bring forth fruit unto God. When the 

^ Lord 
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Lwd charges the heart, the buUpck is tamed, and 
accuftomcd to the jokcr^To be more particular 
here, we obfenre, 

(i.^ That it is a heart for univcrfal obediencei 
verJ 27. It wifiies to negl«£k none of Gk}d's com- 
mands, but to have refped to them all, Pfal. cxix. 
> 6. When the heart is ftraight, it makes the. con- 
vcrfafion uniform. The Lord's ftamp on every 
duty recommends it to the care of fuch a heart.- 
The heart naturally is like fome fervants who pro- 
mi(e to do all at the bargain making, but fail in 
the accompliChment, Hi^ the fluggard who wiU 
not plough becaufe of the cold. But fuch a heart 
puts a blank in the Lord's hand, and makes no 
exceptions'. Some fins lie nearer the heart than 
others, -fome a tight eye, fome but a left toe. 
The right eye Dnuft be plucked out ; thou muft 
put to thine own hand to this hard woric, it muft 
be #ith thine own confent Amen, £iyd fuch a 
heart; let bofom-lufkS. yield to Chrift. 

(2.) It is a heart for conftant obedience. They 
limit no time. Compare, the text with John, viii. 
31. "Then faid Jefus-to thofe Jews which be- 
lieved on him. If ye continue. in my word, tbcR 
are ye my difciples indeed." We have a £ul ac- 
count of Rehoboam, 2 Chron. xii. i. " When he 
was eftabliihed in the kingdom, and had ftreng^- 
ened himfelf, he forfook die law of the Lord^ and : 
all Ifrael with htm." He was like many men» 
who make ufe of religion like a net, . who, when v 
the V have catched their prey, fold up and lay by 
then: net. But fee the fountain of his apoftacy, 
ver. 14. « And he did evi],. becaufe he prepared 
not his heart to ^feck the Lord j'* prepared or fix- 
ed, or eftabliihed fia his heart. But fuch an 
heart is for following the Lamb whitherfoever he 
goetb* m foul and fsiir weather, and will abide with 

Chrift 
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Chfift.ihr 2 florttii, ivKen the fimuxiex veonin i> 
not to ' berj&cn': Vfsth xix. 9^*..<< 'Ibe, fear of the 
lK>r(l is clean, enduring for ever." Ti^es. planted 
in'Godfr TOieyitfdy watered by 1h& ^ace, having 
fuch^a Ubait) are not^ like commas trceS) gteea . 
onif onb^ yJtrlaSk of the yeafj but thofeave ever 
gmn^ Slid ate yielding their fmk iti' their fisafon, . 
F&L vii. 9. Such aa heart takefr widi the ftock,. 
antk ftrli;rei( by its faps 

(>)Ibh!a heart refotlite in cA^nlteii^e* WeiviU 
do it,, fay thiey^ ftaod iiti At Way what will. See 
the porcraricoie- ef foch a heirty Micah. i¥. 5, 
^'for all. people will walk tveiy ose ia Aye, name 
othi^ Godi aod we witf walk m the QftiBJ6;o£ the 
Lofd oinr<3od fbf erer and evev^'' Such a heart 
hadP Caleb and Joffaaa, dieyrMJowed the Lord 
ftfttf « le made them vow agamA'tbe ftream. It 
giVCRT die* tnaR oouragr iot the ardueufr eater* 
piiiii;' Heaf9iln.i9fwbetintheeyes^ofraU ; why then 
do fo many go to^ hell 2 why,, the)^ hate not laeh a 
heaart^ Time aie difiicuities in-: the! way to hea- 
ven^ tbey Have -no courage to grdj^ple with theie. 
Tlity feeheatmafaiv but there i^ a great gulph 
becmxt them and it, and tiiey hav« i}0t fiueh a re- 
firfmelitait a««to ventufe: on it,, and heaven wiU 
not dro)>do^n into their mauthe^' 

(4.) li n% keart dutt is aantetti to know what 
ist ^tf^t^ what iff. fiA : « Spddft thc^u mu> ils^ aU 
diet die Lord oor Ovd (kail fpeak uM^theey and 
wr witl ke&r it and Ao^ k." And indeed that i» ar 
very mrd heart ; for. moft people are very glad tor 
lodge htfUi as fomelodgsd intercoitimuned peofl^ 
tkc^ iire^wiilii^ dseyi fhodd get houferreom>. bwt 
' a?e defi«9«6 that thdy themfebea> fliould not fee 
tknn^ fty s» to Isasn^ diait ihey aDe there, fivn 
feeli a heart loves to know the whole eonnfel of 
God : JohBy lii. ao. •< 9ttt he lihat .4#tb truth 

cometh 
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eometh to the ligbtj that his deeds may be made 
manifeft, that tliey. are wrought in God.'* It is^ 
a none-fucb heart, which i$ content to have all ana- 
tomized and fearched Out> which in every cafe' 
i$ ready to fay,, « Speai', Lord, for thy fervant 
heareth. j** which is content to Tit down at Chrift's; ' 
feet and leari> all ; while. otA«"s lodge ^^*t\T lulls * 
under difguife, and loath the difcovcry of rhem, 
rebel againft the light, and (hut their eyes, till God ' 
judicially blind them, fo as that they at laid come ' 
t9, believe lies. '; , • 

{5*) It is a heart to wjkkh God's bare will Is a 
fufficient reafon both for T^ith and pra£lice. ^ Such 
a heart receives the fpeaker for the Word's fake^ 
and not the word fpr 1;liq, but for God's fake. 
Such a heart receives the kingdom as a .little 
child, who has authority enough if father 6^ mo- 
ther fay it. Such a heart had Abraham \ he gets 
a ftrange commandnient, for which he could fee 
np reafon bat the will of God, Gen. xxii. Father 
and fon muft part, npt to fee other more in ^ this 
world, though-th'e fon of the promife. The fa- 
ther himfelf muft do the deed. Here were many 
deaths both to the father and to the fon; but God's 
will was revealed, and they were about fully to obey; 
then fays the Lord, yer. 12. " Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him, 
for now I know that thou feareft God ;** that thou 
haft Juch a hearth — We go on to obferve, 

8. It is a heart that has high and honourable 
thoughts of God, ver. 24. " Behold, the Lord 
our God hath {hewed u^ his glory, and his great- 
nefs, and we have heard his voice out of the midft 
of the fire : we have feen this day ^at God doth 
talk with man, and he liveth."^ His greatnefs : ** O 
that there were fuch a heart in them!" They pro^ 
fejjed this. High and honourable thoughts of the 

hufband 



d by Google 



3(52' THE INWAIll> rKXB«fi'SHdxTbl)'<J6l^ltES«ND 

hiifband U neceffary td the comfortt)f thematriecl ^ 
tiztCf and to the pctforttiancc of- duties; THe- 

SLCcn ftandi upoa thd'rt^ht hand, Pfa*, rir. 9. 
can thoughts of Gbd^'dff the neck-break o£itighV 
obedience.to.Hiih. Urcy'lihmVhim' facHiin.oneiis 
ticmfelV^j Pfal.'* 1. ;2i- Hbriceinean pitiful fer- 
vices are'^nbu^ht iUffici^ TMey forget that ht 
«< will be fanSified in then* Aat come nigh hini> 
and before alJ the people he will be lg!orified,"Levit. 
X. 3. Siich jf heart is let* ifrtcrthe View of his . 
g^eatnefsi^ fome.me^fure, fo that its^'condufiona- 
wHI be, Pfal. xcv. 3. « The .fiprd;is ^gfeat God, 
and a. great King above^ aK gdd^?" S'a that the 
fduFs famirwrify widi God^wilP'yet br managed 
with a due regard £0 the ^wfbl greatnefe-and in* 
finite dJjftahgc tletwijct Gbd ahtf th^ereftttitfc^ And- 
thisimajf ferve as ? Jiielp fo ^difliingai^ tfttt'com* 
irumbn VitR Coi'tiom d|dtlfl(m8, Hfeb. xif. ^/Ij^^ 

9. It! is a heaft^^frhicli lAe Vorce* of' God has 
reached, yen 24,. fquoted' dl^tiye); ©"that this 
vofpe Jiad had as mtich agcefi^ t6. their Hearts as to 
thek ears T Faul fpoke, and^Gttd 'fgoktf, smB ty* 
diafs heart was opened, <f My fheep," faid JcfuSj 
•'heaBmy voice,,anrfrknow thfem, and* they fol*. 
low me,J Jphn>, X.' 27. , T0 hdnefr ctofrcnanters 
there is fomctfilnginore in pteachtng than a bare 
found, fomething more in f^craments than bread 
and wine: Theic are but the vehicles of the- 
Lord's' voice to the foul, and the ordinances aire 
empty thiqgs when there is no divine fire infoW*- 
eA in them. , There is^a voice of theJLord in our 
mother's houfe i in the public ordinances there is 
a good report of ChriHi. Sitmets. ar^ invited, ob- , 
tefted, coflstmanded' to hear and' befieve. Bat' 
Chriflr comes into the inner chanibiir of the dedFs 
hearts,. and there he gives his vdice, wftichis- ^ ma* 

jeftic 
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jeftic ▼oicf5,ra hcan^iyjclti^g ft?yp4: Jen xxiii. 
rZ9» '^'Is not] my fword like is^^ fire ? faith the 
JL^cds andJike a hammer .that breaketh the rock in 
fpksfi^ ?* It t|bai(ir^ the frozen aFeflions. A quic- 
(JE^Diog voi^e that putsta£iivity in ihe (bul ; it puts 
^:^irit ip; inptiour &><»s that k refts not till it 
has taken up its reft in. God : tbhn, vi. 63. ^< It 
'iH 4b^ fpi^t tbat-quiokeuethy^^e flelh profiteth 
.AodiiDg : 1% ^words ;bat I fp^i^ unto you, ,thi;y 
t9ie fpirit,*aud .they, ire lift." 

fo..Iti$r^ hc^aif which iiftkes. up with tl^e'Lord 
^^^6 43o4> ei7efi>iB(^beo be appears in the glorious 
JtsHni^r^f h^: pi99ii^£lJbo)inefs. This th^y profefled,; 
.^t « Ofl^at there wiere Awh a h^rt in themlVThc 
ttamji ki»ft2»5)Ca);^l4yiviid is enmity againft Qod ; 
iilodiicme/twtpi^iat^iQdei^d e;iP gtve.ij^ at the 
.9^iKPiib|»QGe'<>f;bis holinef^i rial- xxx. 4. Gpd 
^:i^l9fi||6fi9^4»o)inefs indeed^ but none^ will 
Jove i^'forlha^.gjQiy, but fuch as are partakers 
futf ite-diw}^ 4)atiire. Tbpfe who lov^ him ior 
,lhte> >lo¥e hiip fyx bimf^ . An4 indeed/ fuoh ^ 
PiiMst/if^i^g'^&Myhiesai;, cwillcl^Ye to^jthe foi^^ 

rfoirmedJ»to^&.(sjpne,im^gc. To take God in the 
,$Kim of i9>erfyr4#^ot<ftipa^e> bMt.Gpd's holinefs 
, «ii4f<^ unholy J^eacts la way from him^ 

*l,> Itfisafbeart fenfible of thai vaft ifcftancJe 
HirbWiIfin has ^ss^ .be^ixt Gpd xaniAe toW, 

which h|i»^tv(i4<:h.a'/ight of it?.Qwn;Cpft»tocfsi 
vmidiQf>^j^ Imllinfih ithatit fcea the»e is m f ranfaa- 
.fog.witfi Gpdi bfit by a M^ia|pi,;^er. ?7. Such 
J^ftSesrtcwUK^^^^th^r,^',! will have nothiftg to 
rdo^irtth jtfk/iJi^ffti^He'^Jftd." S^wh will ^ot pflfer to 
racotue iii»tp^.|b«l T^pjpejfe^^e of G^ but ajp intrp- 
?jdtice4tby dlfetKi^kgVSon, nor .will 4e0rc^o }o0k 
roibC3odib»ifa« wJed.withf flcib* \noynng jbat a 
jfighti ofcittriviiilef^^^y^^ cngijgt*t9^iff6^^ a 

. I ' • •- - • "finner. 
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fianer^ And, trulj^ tilt the Lord touch the heart, 

it wilj not be fucfi a heart, but, like a fearkfs 

bead, 'will touch the fiery mountain. Such a Keaf t 

, will highly prize .Chrift, and come to the Lortf 

under me vail of Chrift's flefh, and will have no 

^boldnels of acoefs but what flows from die blood 

" ;of jChrift, Heb. V 19.' lo/ 

1 2. It 1^ a; heatt reconciled to the wh<de law of 

Goid, ver. 27. tt is not every heart which is fuch. 

They only have it, " who' walketh not after the 

flefli, but after the fpirit.*' Rom. Tiii. i. Hy- 

.pocrites hearts are never reconciled to the whole 

law of God. TTi^y cannot fay they are not afliaf- 

med, in having refpe£); to all God^s commanfd- 

'inents/ Pfal. cxlx. 6. , There are alWafs foittfc 

«parts'of the Bible, which hypocrites wouM fpend 

their blood on to blot ^em out, if that would do. 

^.Here, there is a raging tuft fays yea ; there, thera 

is a holy law fays nay ',,the heart cannot be rJconci«^ 

led to both at once. Both may be in the experience 

both of the fincere Chriftian and 'the hypocnte. 

Whatis the difference ? why, the hypocrite,. would 

fain have the law,to his lufts, die fincere foUl wbuld 

have hislufts bow to the law. For he <* delights in 

the law of the Lord aftei-'the inWard man,-' Rom.* 

vii. 2^. And' his heart will approve the laW, 

when tt forbids', acciifes, and condemns his cOitiip- 

'tions, ver. 16. "If then I do that^KichJ -Wutd 

not, Icbnferit to the law, that' it is' good.* ^ 

13. It Is a heart which is for taking thfe iaw . 

only out of Chrift's hand as Mediator, vet. 27. 

The. Mediator firft makes the peace between God 

and the finnef, 'theh bids die man work 'But the 

'.law of itfelf firft bids finners ^ork| and tells them 

^.diey^ihall have jtheir peicc according to 'their 

j' work J ^hich ^buld be dreadful newfi( to iuch a 

Aeart. "^lidet the latr :to Chrill,* i Gor^'sx. ai. 

- The 
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The la)»r, caft into a gofpel*mould> is the only law 
fuch a heart defires to meddle with, that, ** being 
married to Chrift, they may bring forth fruit to 
God/* Rom. vii. 4.} that^ being by Chrift^ade 
partakers of the adoption, they may fenre as fons, 
not as hired fervants or flaves. 

Lq/ilyy It is a heart ready for obedience, ver. 27. 
The foul then (lands at mount Zion, and fays, 
«• Speak, Lord, diy fervant heareth." They have 
had Chrift'a banner in the banqueting-ho«|(4^]i as. 
being ready to rife up and fight bis battles, under 
the condti^ and influence of their glorious leadei;. 
Such a hearjt has eaten the paflbver with its loins 
girt, and with a ftaff in its hand, ready for the 
y>umey. The heatt that is for obedience, but not 
yet, is not focfa a heart ^ it is but a (hifting hearty 
which will end in a refufal. It is but a civil way. 
oif putting oflf" for altogether : Pfal. cxix. 5. " O 
that my way^ were dire£te4 to keep thy ftatutes I'*, 

Wb now proceed, 
% . 11. To (hew that fuch a heart is a mod 7aluabl& 
ihingx — ^It muft be fo : For, 

I . Such a heart is God's delight : «' O that there 
wer^fuch an heart in them !** T^s would give con- 
tent to the heart of Chrift. This is his reft. The 
very prayer of the upright is his delight : PfaL xi. 
7- /« For the righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs,^ 
bis counlenjince doth behold the upright." Such 
a heart is pleafing to God ; and it cannot be other- 
wife, for it.is'fhapeB out. according to his mind. 
The pefron' who has fuqh a heart is another David^ 
a man according' to God's own heart. It is a 
heatt which, as believing, pleafeth God ; a heart 
veil pleafed with him, in which God is weU plea- 
fed; 

12. It is th^. heart without which the largeft 
Vol. IIL C c profeffion. 
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profefiion, and the mod exprefs covenanting \vkh 
Goid| is little worth. Without thid heftrt men do 
but as the Lord's enemies, they li& unto him. 
And it is a dangerous thing tb lie unto the Lord, 
like Ananias and Sapphira, who died wuh a He in 
their mouth. They take God's name In vain. 
The voice indeed is J^cck^s^ but the hand$ are 
Efau^s. It i^ but mocking God» and juggling with 
the holy One.' It is but doing th^ work of the Lofd 
deceitfully, and offering the blind and the lame 
for Sacrifice, which will bring down 9, curfe in- 
'ftead of'^ bieffing. Let a man be at never (6 
much pains in duties, yet ftill At one thing is 
lacking while they have not foch a heart. 

3. The want of this heart is very grievous ta 
lihe Spirit of Chrift. The Lord doth Siue, in the 
text, lament their want of it. If any thing pierce 
0ie heart of Obd, k is when, witk a coy^i^nting 
people, there is wanting fuch a heart. ; Wbat can 
be more grievous in a married lot than when the 
hufband has not the wife's heart i E^ek. vi. ^ , 
^ I am broken, fays God, with their vt^horifH heart, 
which hath departed from me, and with their eyes^ 
which go a-whoring after their idols." There can 
be no contentment in that condition, as tiaman 
feid, " Yet ail this availeth me nothing/* Efth. v. 
13. And a foul's grieving thje Lord's Spirit, is a 
forerunner of the Lord's gtieving them : Ffal. xvi, 
4. « Tlleii" forrow (hall be m.ultiplied that Kaftens 
after anc^dr god." 

4. Goa accepts of the duty^ and is well pleafed 
with the bargain, where there is fuCh aT heart :. <• O 
that there were fuch an heart in, them i" There 
wants no more tocompkte the bargain betwixt them 
and me. Th^n, as they call me thei^God, fo would I 
call them my people by a faving relation. But 
where fuch is not^ the contrad betwixt Chrift and 

~ ' the 
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the foul 18 writtett indeect^ but it is not (igned. 
Would you know^ rthen^ if Chrift be yours, with 
all the benefits of the everlafling covenant ? why, 
if yoil hare fuch a heart, you have Chrift's heart, 
you are married to the Lord, and fhall never be 
put away. A voic^ of the word without, and aa 
echo to it of the heart within, clofes the bargain : 
PfaL xxvii. 8. « \^hen thou faidft, See1c ye my 
face ; my heart faid unto thee, Thy face, Lor^ 
will I feek," See alfo, Jer. iii. 22. 

5. Wheife tbibrt is fuch a heart, God will be 
well pleafed with the perfon, and accept the duty, 
though it have many defeats ; albeit ht be not plea* 
fed with thefe defeats, yet in mercy be will over« 
look thrift : " O that there were fuch an heart in 
them V As if he had faid, O if they were but honed 
in the main, I would hot be fevere on them for 
every ^fcape. The Lord will ufe the indulgencd 
of a fathet for fuch infirmities : Song, v. i. ^< I 
have drunk my wiiie with my milk." Miikj that 
is, he accepts dij^ meaneft work where there is 
fuch ati heatt. A groan, a tear, a breathing 
aftev the Lord, is accepted ^ as the father loves 
more the lifpitig child's exprei&on of its affcAion ' 
to him, than all tite towering complimoits of a 
flattering totigue, a Chron. xv. 17.; the eye of 
/their faith, though, like Leah's, a bleared eye, Song, 
iv. 9. 'f the fire of their love, though weak, ver» 
to, ; tlie hand' of their confidence, though a trem* 
bling hand $ the anchor of their hope, though 
feeble, Pfal. xlvii. 1 1. j their feet of obedience, tho' 
lame, like Mephibofheth, yet fliaJJ they be fet at t^ 
king's table } though their very fmcerity be not 
without a mixture of hypocrify, Gal. ii. 1 3. yet 
it holds weight in the balance ; Chrift takes their 
petitions, though not every way well drawn, blots 
o^t feme, fills up other things in ibtm, and gets 
C 2 "them 
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them anfwered. Their will is accepted for the 
deed ; their grief for want of wiH, for the will it- 
felf ; — all this where there is fuch a heart. 

6. They will never prove iledfaft in the Lord's 
covenant without fuch a heart :" O that there 
were fuch an heart in them V They have fpoke 
fair, but they will never keep a word they fay, 
for they have not fuch a heart : Pfal. Ixxviii. 37. 
<« For their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they iledfaft in his covenant." The heart ^ 
is the principle of anions ; fuch a heart is the 
principle of perfeverance 5 and there can be no 
ftedfaftnefs without a principle: Matth. xiii. 6. 
** And when the fun was up, they were fcorched, 
and becaufe they had not root, they withered a- 
way/* The tree which is fet in the ground, but 
docs not take root in it, will be eadly blown over. 
The houfe without a foundation cannot withftand 
the ftorm, Matth. vi. 23. They who have cove- 
nanted with God without fuch a heart, will make 
foul work, it will appear that the devil has gone 
down with the fop, their former lufts willbe fwal- 
lowed over again, 2 Pet, ii, 20.-1-22. Their laft 
ftate will be worfe than the firft. Their vows will 
be no ftronger than Samfon's withs ; their refo- 
lutions, like the walls of Jericho, will fall down at 
the found of the horn of temptation. 

• 7. Such an heart will fence the man againft 
apoftacy : « O that there were fuch an heart in 
] them !" They would not then turn away from me ^ 
they would keep by their covenant : Luke, vii. 15. 
«* But that on the good ground, are they whidi 
in an honeft arid good heart, having heard the 
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
Cleaving to Chrift widi conftancy, without apoi- 
ftacy, is the very eflence of fuch an heart. Gold 
is not gold, but droft, if it do not continue in t^e 

fircc 
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fiisc. MSA's hearts may get Some It^t ftlrokes of 
the Spirit, feme fleetkig motions of dio famc^ and 
the heart ftili unfound as the ftony ground. But 
if the Spsrit of God and of glory reft not on the 
hearty it is not fuch an heart : 2 John, ii. 37* 
** But 'the anointing which ye have received of 
htm, abideth in you ;" the fire of true love will 
be preferred, though it iame not, whatever cools 
there may be taking place. Such an heart has 
learne4 ^^ mtlch of the grace of God, as to deny 
worldly lulls, and all foriaken lovers, when they 
come to court the fouU Where fuch a heart is, 
there is the root of the miittdr in the man. Job, 
zix. 28. ; and there is fap enough to keep in the 
life of it, Prov. xii. 3. « The root of the righteous^ 
fliall not be moved. Yea, the Root of Jefle has en- 
gaged that this root (hall not fail," John, iv. 14. 
They are kept through the power of God. God 
is careful of the leaves of Chriftianity, PfaL i. 3. 
much more of real Chriftians themfelves; therefore 
fays Job, chap. xvii. 9. <• The righteous fhall hold 
on hisway ; and he that hath clean bands (hall be 
ftronger and ftronger." Be their light never foweak^. 
it will laft, yea, it will grow, and (hine more and 
more unto the perfedl day. * It is the abiding feed 
of God. 

Laftly^ Such a hfeart enriches the man who 
has it: ««0 that there were fuch an heart in them ! " 
they want no more to make them happy here and 
hereafter. Grace and glbry, and all good, is the 
portion of thbfe who have fuch an heart. Such 
an heart has taken Chrift, is married and knit to 
him, and then Chrift is your's, all is your's ; par- 
don, peace, and every bleiling j as he who gets 
A hold of the main liidc of a ehain, draws all alter 
him. : « There the Lord commands the blefling, 
even life which never ends." 

Cc3 We 
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We fhall conclude this difcourfe with befeech^ 
ing you to be in earned that you have fudi a 
heart. This is that which you all peed, that with- 
out which you muft be miferable for ever. — It is 
a moft invaluable. bleffing, what you ihoiild highly^ 
prize ( what is precious in God's efteem, and 
what he is urgent with you that you may poflefs t 
«« O that there were fuch an heart in th^m 1" 
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SERMON LXII. 

I>EUT. V. 29, O thai there were fuch an heart in 
thettty that they would fear me^ and keep ail my 
eommandments always^ that it might he well witk 
them, and with their chUdtenfir ever. 



HAVING confideredy in the two preceding dif* 
. x^ourfeS) the firft and fecond dodrines pro- 
pofed from this fubje£l,. we now go on to ' 

DocT. III. and laft, That the work of covenant- 
ing with the Lord is flight work, when it. is not 
heart-work; or. That folemn covenanting with 
the Loird is but folemn trifling with him, when 
the work of covenanting is not heart«work. 

In treating this point, we (hall, 

I. Produce fome evidences, that folemn cove- 
nanting is often nothing but folenm trifling, and 
not heart-work, 

O. Shew whca foknm covena&ting is not hearts 
work* 
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m. Shew how people come to make Iblemn 
Covenanting but a trifling bufinefa. 

IV. Shew the clanger of trifling, aod not ma* 
king heart-work of this weighty bufinefs. — And 
then, 

V, Apply the whole. 

We are, 

I. To produce fome evidences, that fofemar 
covenanting is often nothing but folemn triflings 
and not heart-work. It is of importance that yoa 
may be ftirred ap to take heed to the deceits which 
we may difcover in this weighty bufinefs. — ^With 
this view, we obferve, 

I, That apoftacy and defi^ioo fvom the good 
ways of the Lord, peribns retuf mng again <^nly 
to the lame courfiss which they pur&ed before. 
This is an evidence, z Peter, n. 19.-22. Matth- 
xii. 45. ** Then the evil fpirit goeth, and taketh 
with himfelf feven other fpirits more wicked than 
himfelf, and they enter in and dwell there ; and 
the laft ftate <rf that man is worfe than the firft* 
£ven fo Ihall it be al£» unto this wicked genera- 
tion/' , They wbohaire no root fi>on wither away^,. 
Matth. xiii.6. There arc many who, fince the Revo- 
Jofion, have foiemnly covenanted with the Lord at 
iacfameiits, and many who have dotte it, when ihey 
duvdnot fo we)l avow if as now, who haveghren 
tL fad a«co0nt6f fhemfdves fince thM time, ha- 
ving f ettimed p> tbetr fortnev courfed ot wiekednefs 
and profanity. Fallen ilars were ftars never but 
in appearance. To l^e both life and leaf, is a 
dreaKtful fymptem : John, xv. 6* << If a man abide 
jiot in me, he is caft forth as a branchy and 19 
withered; and men gather them, and caft them 
Into the fire, and tft»y are buifi^d."<p-^Attothet evi- 
dence is^ 

a. When 
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2. When fome lufts are maintained in Chrift's 
room, as when an adulterous Woman takes another 
man inftead of her hufband. There are fome lufts 
froox which the heart is never loofed, right eyes 
they cannot part with ; thjs is fecret apoftacy from 
the Lord : Hcb. iii. i 2. " T»ke heed, brethren^ 
left there be in any of you an evil heart of un- 
belief, in departing from the living God.!* When 
the Lord offisrs himfelf to iinners, he fays, If you 
will take me> let thefe go tlieir way. Some enter 
into a marriage-covenant^with the Lord, but they 
give their hearts to other lovers, Pfal. xiv, 4. 
(quoted before). This is hypocritical dealing with 
God, which is a difeafe in the vitals of religion^ 
Pfal. Ixxviii. 37. (quoted abpve).— Another evi- 
dence is, 

3. Ferfons making- their covenant with, the 
Lord, a. cover to their doth, and a pander to their 
lufts. It is fad work which perfons make of cove-^ 
nanting, when it ferves only to conjure their con^ 
fciences, who hfence can fleep more fecurely in their 
fins. Many are never more light, vain, and frothy, 
than after fuch a work i a moft fhrewd fign of a 
whorifti difpofitlon : Prov. vii. 14. «<I.havepeace- 
oOerings with me. ' This day have I paid my 
vow8» Therefore came I forth to meet thee, di- 
ligently to feek thy face." iThe covenant of God 
is a covenant of peace and war, which inclines the 
fmner tbbe at peace with the Lord's friends, and 
at war with his Enemies. It makes the foul to fay 
to former lufts, I have learned from th^ gofpel, to 
<<deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to live > 
foberly, righteouily, and godly, in this prefent 
world," Titus, ii. 12. Hence, Chrift no fooner 
enters the heart, but he comes as Captain of the 
Lord's hoft \ and the perfon's heart thus becomes 
Ae feat of war : Gal v. 17. « For the flefli lufteth 

againft 
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agaitift the fpirit, and the fptHt againft the flefh ; 
alnd thcfe two are contrary the one to the other," 
And thefe lufts which were foimerly gold chains, 
are now turned into heaVy iron fetters : Rom» vii. 
24. <« O wretched man that I am, who IhaM de- 
liver me from the body of this death ?"— Another 
evidence is, - 

4. The barrennefs of the lives of profeflbrs, 
nothing of the fruits of hblinefs appearing in their 
lives. We are^ Ruchel tike, barren, having no more 
btit the leaver of a profeifion, the perforni&nce of 
external duties^ to give us the natne df Chriftians. 
Alas ! fire from heaven feems to have blafted many 
of 1(18, iind the ciirfe of the Lord is sis a wonn at 
-eut root. Married to ^^ Lord, and yet barren, 
is a contradiction, Rom. vii. 4. For the very eni 
x>f this malrriage is, that we n^ay bring forth fruit 
unt6 God^ Where the ibul is joined to the Iiord, 
-it is made the habitation 6f the Spirit ; and this is 
i^at which produces the fruits <n holinefs : Eph. 
V. 0. «( tCff the fruit of the Spirit is in all good- 
nthi and righteoufbefs^ and mith^'' 
« Here feme may fay, Alms ! this fpeaks death to 
iMi for do what I will, the weeds in the curfed 
foil of my heMTt fuflers no fruit to appear there. 
To filch I anfwer.-^Thcre is no fruit which grows 
in the hes^ of a believer in the world, but it has 
U W)^d of corruption by the fide of it } their faith 
U marked with unbelief, their hope with diffidence, 
their very fincerity with hypocrify. But are you 
at pains to pluck up thefe ? If you ihould look in- 
to a garden, and faw nothing hut weeds in it,^yet if 
you faw the gardener weeding it, ydu would condude 
there muft be fomething elfe theft ^ fo in this cafe. 
Will you fee if there be any thriving of under- 
growth in your hearts, if'you he growing downwards 
id humility^ felf-loathing,fdf-demal, dq>Cfldif^ and 

cleaving 
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cleaving more from a fenfe cf need to the Lord ? 
£ph.iT. 1 5*' 1 6. Barren trees ufe not to have their 
brandies hanging down to falute the ground* ua. 
Itb they be broken q£F by a violent wind.--^ Ano- 
ther evideiacje is» 

5« The Jiaying no communication of the life 
of grace £rqm Chrift to the foul : John, xiv. i^ 
^Becauiie^ live, ye iball live alfo." Food and 
raiment are what every foul married to the Lord 
ffct; from him. If tl^ foul be truly united to Chrift^ 
It will partake o£ the rootr and fap of the vine : 
John, vi» 5 7* <f He that eateth jaie» faith Jefus, even 
he &ali live by me/' True faith' opeus'a way for 
a ftveam of blood to run through the heart, bjp 
whic^ the foul is purged and quickened. The 
Uood of Jefus << purges the confcience from dead 
works, to ferve the living God," Heb. it. 14. But, 
alas 1 the faith of many is like a pipe laid ihort of 
the fountain^ and fo brings nof^ of .t]ie water of 
life into the foul. Many covenant with the Lord as 
the feven women, Ka. iv. i. who take bold of one 
man, as it is there faid, they will be caHed by his 
namb ; for fo is Chrift's fpoufe, in token of her 
marnage-relation, (he lofeth her name, and takes 
her hufband's, Ifa. xliv. 5. " One (hall fiivj I am 
the Lord's : and another ihall call himfclt by the 
name of Jacob." This will take away their re- 
proach before the world, and it will do much to 
filence the blnftering tongue of an ill-natured con- 
finence. Yea, but after all this, they will eat 
their own bread, Ifa. iv. i. They will live upon 
their own (lock of natural and acquired abili- 
ties, for they are not, as in Matth. iii. 5. << poojil^ 
in fpirit." They come not, as true believers, with 
a weak foul to a flrong God, an empty veffel to a 
fiill fountain* Thus does the triie believer, who 
fays, Gal. ii. 20. <<I am crucified with Chrift: 

neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs I live j yet not! I, but Chnft livetk 
in me; and the lif&. which I now live in the fleihy 
I live l)y the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me,, and gave himfelf for me.'' But the other 
will live on their own lufts ; Chrift gives reft to 
their cbnfciences^ and their Infts give reft to their 
hearts ; he ifhall bear up their lu>pes, and their 
hifts fliall fatlsfy their defirei. . T hey will wear 
their own apparel : 'Rom. x. /j* ** ^^ ^J being 
ignorant of God's iighteoufne£s,^and going, about 
to^ eftablifh their own 'righteoufnefs, have not 
fub/nitted themfe^s to the righteou(hefs of €k>d." 
Their duties make a great figure in their own 

Ses,< and therefore are cyphers in God^s account. 
ence,.the more they do and the better they do, 
the more are thry in conceit with themfelves, and 
the further froih Chiift. ^ It is jquite contrary with 
true covenanters : Phil. iii. 3. « They rejoice in 
Chrift Jefus, and ha^e no confidence in the flefti :" 
Rev. vu. 14. f< They waih their robes, and make 
them white in the blopd of the Lamb." — We (hali 
only add as an evidence, . 

La/t/yf The having no contehtment in Chrift 
alone. Where the foul heartily dofes with Chrift, 
he is to the foul a covering to the eyes : Pfal. ixxiii* 
25. << Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none upon earth that I dedre belide thee.'^ 
Hence the triumph of faith, even' when all exter- 
nal things fail : Hab. iii. 1 7. << I will r^oice in the 
Lord,andjoy intheGodof myfalvation." But, alasi 
how pany of us have no comfort, but when the 
ciftems of creature-comfortsare running full! how 
few arrive at the height of rejcncing, in the Lord, 
when thefe ciftems are dried up ! Mat. xiiL 45. 46, 
Every vperfon's houfe ftands upon two props, Chrift 
and the creature, but the weight lies only upon 
one of tjbem* Take away the world £rom the be- 
liever. 



d by Google 



WITH THE OUIWARB FROPESSION, 3I7 

Hcver, he ftands fi-rm on the rock Chrift; take 
away the world from the hypocTite^ and all falls 
down together, A perfon may bear to have fome 
branch of his comforts cut off; but when God 
ftrikes at the root of creature-comforts, then may 
the hypociite fay, Thou haft taken away my godSf 
ahd what have I more f Some can endure any 
thing but poverty, for iovetoufnefs reigns in them ; 
ethers any thing but difirefpefb, for pride is their 
idd. 

Here again fome may fay, If this be an evidence, 
wc know not who will make fure work, for masy 
time gracious perfons are as much, if not nK>re» 
caft down with the lofs of creature-comforts, tfian 
others ! To this I anfwer. No doubt gracious fouls 
will fome^imes be more joyful on the receipt of a 
temporal mercy, and more caft down on the lofs 
of them, than others ; for the chief thing which 
VifkGtB him is the face of God appearing in it, ei- 
ther as favourable or frowning ; fo that they wilt / 
be ready to fay on fuch an occafion, as in Gen. 
xxxiii. 10. <*• For therefore I have feen thy face, 
as ihoaigh I had feen die face of God, and thou 
waft {dearfed with me.^' And this will make a 
mole-hill mercy or crofs appear like a mountain. 
The^odly in this cafe fetch their comfort from 
the Lord, others fetch theirs from fomethihg elfe 
in the world ; when one ftream runs dry, they go 
to another, like the prodigal before he came home. 
The drying up of the Dreams fends the gracious 
foul to the fountain. 

We now proceed, 

II. To (hew when covenanting is liot heart-work, 
but a trifling bufinefs^— It is fo, 

I. When the foul is not divorced from fin. 
The heart is naturally glewed to (in, and it is im- 

VoL. III. D d poffible 
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polBble that the heart can at once be both for ^hc 
Lord and lufts, Matth.vi. 24. Tbeiirft marriage 
muft be made void before a Second can be made 
fure. They cnuft have their coFenant with their UtSU 
broken, who will have their covenant withijieliord 
fure: Hofea, xiv. 8. '* Ephraim (hall (ay^What have 
I to do any more with idok?" laving luffs 
and the living Lord will not both get the thione 
of ^e heart. In the diaf of e^urak, wjaa 
Chrift gets the crown, lufts get the crofs. tSaof 
will be in fuit of the heart, »)d ike heart for a 
time may be halting betwixt two } but in a cove- 
IMmtling day with the Lord, aU .others muft be dif* 
charged ; Pial. xhr. 40. ^ Heailcen, O dbt^teri 
#nd Qonfider, and incline thine .e^ j i^vgGt alfo 
thine own people, and ;^j lather'^ hou^."— He»e 
(bme>ihay inq.i|ke, How.mav a perfon know if their 
heart' be divorced from -fin r. iUifwer, 13iat wlucdli 
makes the man and hie lufts onc^ is the ^eedy.gijyi 
which the heart takes of fin, it is -the heart dea- 
ying to its luits^ Jec viii. 5. ^< Why ^n is the 
people of Jerufalem Hidden back by a |>eipetnal 
backflidingi They bold faft-dec^it, they sefufeta 
return." The heart and affbdionsinifin are iike^ 
hot irgni where the iron and the .fire. im wry dak 
together. The man's lufts. are to him {ike a I^ 
or an arm which is knit to the bodjr with joints 
and bands. , Now, where the Jieart lis diproiredt 
it loaths that fin which beloie it k>ved. Thou^ 
fin cleaves to the ^man* yet ,to oleaves npt to it, 
Rom. vii. 17. — ^^22. Never ^19^ the captire more 
defirous to be loofed jd{ his bands, -than that foul 
to be free from ,fin. Like a weak faoneft virgin, 
tU^ugh it cannot fhake itfelf loofe of its gvipsi yet it 
wotira be contentif one would fet itfvee.--<^Soienm 
covdiaoting is trlflingi 
a. /When diefotfl is not dlvorcodfrom Ae hv, 

Rom* 
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Rom* vii. 4. " Wheieforc^ my brethren, ye alb 
are become dead to the \h4r by the body of Chrift; 
diat ye fliould be married to another^ even to him 
who is r^fed from the dead, that we ihould bring 
forth fruit to God.'' Legal profefTors do bat 
trifle with the Lord, and never make heart*work ^ 
of covenanting with him. 't'bey may bind them-p 
{elvea fafter and faftex to duties, but there is no 
engaging their hearts to the liord of duties ; they 
are as they who would draw up with the hand- 
maid ]3>ftead of the millrefs ; and do but bind 
diemfehres to the work of fpinningout their own 
fitin out of their own bowels. There is a ffenera*- 
tion who get fome convictions of their milery by 
fin, the law comes and takes them by the throaty 
and diea they cry. Have patience with mC) ao(d I 
'win pay thee all. Hence they beftir themfelves^ 
and. £^ a trading to'gaim fomething for heaven 
and eternal life ; thiey fet about foci^et duties, at«p 
tending public ordinances, ajdd take the {^fCXVKitnt^ 
and Ac efle£); of all is but to wreajth their necks 
loiter in thq yoke of law-^bondage> and to remove 
themielves farther from Chrift. This is but tri* 
fling.-^'If it be inquired, How may one know if 
they be divorced from thje taw ? vou have the 
word^ Gal. ii. 19, <<For I througn the law am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God." 
The law comes home to thi$ foul with fuch force; 
and power, that it cuts off aU hopes of the foul's 
ever qiendiog itielf by its works ;^ makes the (bul 
feK its utter emptinefs and w<aknefs ; and hence 
it dies off, and lies at the foot of free grace, with 
.that prayejr in its mouth, Jer. xxxi. 18. << "^hou 
haft chaftifed me, and I Was chaftifed, as a bullock 
unaccuflomed. to the yoke : tuvn, thoi» me, and I 
fliall be turned $ for thou art the Lor4 my God." 
Tben Chrift's blood is the foul's only refuge for 
D d a guilt. 
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guilt, Chrifl's Spirit ifor hoKnefs; and the foul 
will have no peaces but what comes from this 
blood; while many, inftead of this, lick them- 
felves whole of their wounds by confeffion, mourn* 
ing, prayer for pardon, and engaging not to do 
fo any more. But it is quite different from this, 
when, as above^ the Spirit of Chrift leads his di- 
' vorced bride out of the houfe of her former huf- 
band to Jefus himfdf,— It is fo, 

3. When the foul comes not heartily and free- 
ly to the Lord in his covenant, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34. — 
3 7. The Lord will not meet that foul. He cares 
not for perfons giving the hand, when they do not 
give him their hearts. Indeed this is a covenant 
which fpeaks out the extreme naughtinefs of men's 
hearts, by their coming into it grudgingly and per 
force. The facrifice that is dragged to the^tar, 
.will not be acceptedj it will run away from it 
^g'ain. It will be like the ftrong bough which is 
lorcibly bowed, which will foon fly back. When 
the Lord comes to a foul, he deals swith the heart; 
He touches the heart, as he touched the hearts of 
Sa\iPs companions> 1 Sam. x. 26. Jer. xxxi. 3. 
»« The Lord Kath* appearcii to me of old, fayingr 
Yea, I ha\''e loved tnee with an everlafting love : 
therefore with loving kindnefs have I drawn 
thee^" There is grace in the Lord's lips, heaven^ 
ly rhetoric to catch ^ finner's affections, Pfal. xlv. 
2. When the Spirit of the Lord pours inovei^ 
, coming grace,^ then the man pours out his heart 
befcfre him, *Pfal. Ixlu 8. Thus the people be- 
comes willing in the day of his power, Pfal. ex. 
3.— Here we may fhortly ftate and confider twQ 
cafes. 

Cafe 1. What fhall become of Aofe, then, who 
are driven to the Lord by terror ? I anfwer, Thqfe 
who arc only driven by terror, they will even leave 

him 
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Km agai^ when the tevror ia over, for tenors will 
bi^eji): a hes^r^ of ftpne» but wi}l not melt it. At 
th^ (am^ tiinei terror may begin the work^ which 
l9Y4 will qvQwn : Hofeat ii, 14. <^ Therefore^ be- 
kplA I vUI alluf e her ati4 bring her into the wil- 
4emef99 md fp^^ con^fortabl J unto her«" When 
^ l^prd 49 to inat^h with finners, they are bol4 
and perv^rfe^ ^y yiU not fpeak to him, till he 
hw (hot 1^. arrow into their flefli, till he 1^8 
mad« ^in pfifon^s of vrar ; and then, ^hen he 
has theni in diains> he makes love to them. He 
ftrft drives the finner, and then he draws him like 
Noah's dovq into the ark, Gen. viii, 9^ The Lord 
fistf the ^ivenger of blood in purfuit of the poor 
criminal, he with a heavy heart leaves his owi^, 
city, and hi$ old acquaintances, and fl^es for 
his bare life tq the pity of refuge, to which he ha^^ 
no inclination, biJit ff^yfi ^ is a great thing. When 
h^ cqmes to the gates^ and fees the beauty of the 
place, the excellencies ^nd lovelinefs of the city 
^arm him ; then he fays, This is my reft| her^ 
will I dwelJ. 

Cafi ^. I often 6nd, when I f^m to go to the Lord's 
t^UCf 9 gripac bi^Hwsrdnefs to the duty. What 
ihoiild he done in this cafe ? I ^fwer. There i^ a 
great diflPerence betyrixt a man's turning his back 
and running away from his friend, and a fickJy 
m^n's coming flowly to him. And if I might be 
allowed fo to fpeak) I (hould diftinguifli between 
a backwsird heart, and a backwardnefs upon the 
hf?rt : M»tthi ?EXvi. 41. « Wjitch and pxay, that 
yc enter pot into temptation : the fpirjt indeed is 
willing, b^t the fl^Qi is weak." A backward he^^t 
is a fooli(h he^rt, and wiU make f^d work of a 
coaununiqn : Prov. ^v^i. 16. " ^licrefarc is there 
$1 price in th^ hand pf ^ fpol to get wifdom, feeing 
lie hatb W U^m t9 it ?*^ I ^ift th^ 1^4 ipay turn 
D d 3 lhi»i 
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this people from the Lord's table, till he has turned 
their hearts hack to himfeif ; or elfe, M^ben diey have 
put their hands to the plough, they will after alt 
leave it, and injure religion more than if they had 
never meddled with it. But for others, our Mailer 
allows you to come as you ate abk, with your 
burdeil upon your back, and lay it down at hi» 
feet: Matth. xi. 28. "Come unto me, 'all ye that 
labour, and are heayy-laden, and I will give you 
reft." Pfal. Ixv. 3. " Iniquities prevail againft 
me : as l^or our tranfgreffions, thou (halt purge 
them away." The great Phyficiah knows very 
well his patrent comes with heart and good will, 
though his ficknefs and indifpofition makes hini 
come with a flow pace. — It is trifling, 

4. When the foul comes to the Lord in hi& 
covenant for peace to their confcicnccs, but not for 
viftory over their Jufts. Many co^e to the Lord, 
as a fick man to the phyfician, to cure him of his 
wounds, but not to live upon his charges j Pfal.. 
Ixxviii. 34. •* When he flew them, then they 
fought him ; and they returned and inquired early 
after God." They have ufe for the blood, not for 
the water, which came from the fide « of Jefus. 
This is but half- work, not heart- work. Enemies 
to the fpirit of holinefs are enemies to Chrift. I 
never thinkit the heft frame for a communion-table 
when people (it down at theXord's table chiefly for 
peace and comfort. A view cf the King, a tranf* 
forming fight which might ftrengthen the foul, to 
have this before our eyes fitting down at thefeaft, 
would certainly be moft: fafe. To get a touch of 
the hem of Chrift's garment, for flopping the iffue 
of fin, will be falutary ihdced.-*-lt is fo, 

5. When the foul accepts of conditioned 
promifes, but does not accept of and receive the 
Lgrd hiddfelf in ab£61utc jpromilesr Has is;to 

^ agree 
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agree upon the let points of the covenant, Sind to 
negled the main point, Heb. vili 10. The great 
thing God oilers in the gofpel is Chrift. He it 
a fooliih man that would claim the benefit of th^ 
contradi, while he neglcds to marry the woman. 
It li a dreadful thing to turn the covenant of grace 
into a mere fervile or mere fociai covenant, as 
pafies betwixt neighbouring independent ftates. It 
is moft properly a marriage-covenant, where the 
foul gril takes the Lord himfelf, and then looks 
for the benefits accruing to it by the happy match. 
Natural men fancy a very eafy covenant in, — « He 
that confcffeth his fins, fliall find merey.-^Call on 
me, and I will anfwer thee. — What doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juftly, to love mercy^ 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?" — ^He will ac- 
cept the will for the deed ; not confidering that 
all the promiffs are yea and amen in Chriil ; and 
fuppofe. they could perform the condition of thefe 
promifes, yet they could not have benefit by them 
while they have not the Lord Chrift, dwellings 
living, and reigning in them. — It is fblenm tri*- ^ 
fling, 

Lafilyy When there is not an abfolute rcfigna- 
tion of the will to the will of the Lord. This is 
to have referves in our covenanting with the Lord. 
Man's win is the great rebel againft the Lord, and 
muft,^ if we make fure work, be bound hand and 
foot in a covenanting day. There muft be a 
double refignation, (i.) To the preceptive will : 
Rom. vi. 1 7. « Ye have obeyed . from the heart 
that form c^ do^b-ine which was delivered unto 
you." The foul mufk no more' firarl with duty, 
but be ccmtent to ts&e on the yoke of Chrift'i com- 
mands. And' they who are not content to ftand 
and receive the fame commands from mount Zion^ 
which wtre tbutidered Jmo their hearts from 

mount 
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mount Sinat before, tbeir he»tts are not for tiiia 
work. (2.) There muft be refignation |o tbe pro« 
yidencial will of God* It baa been lOQg a qneftion 
betwixt tbe Lord and you, who (hall be mafter of 
your procefs, who (hall carve out your lot 2 Ar^ 
you come to« a point now i even to that point t 
Pfal. xlvii.. 4. " He (hail chufe our inheritance for 
us, the excellencY of Jacob whom he loved." It i«> 
welli you are wife ; £or our own will,, and nothing, 
elfit, ia our wreck* 

We fhould nowi 
in. Shew how people ecnme to mal» folenio' 
eovenanting but a trifling bufinefiN Bui for this, fee: 
^e third head of doctrine firft, 

We proceed, then, 

IV. To fliew the danger of trifiuig, and not ma^ 
king heart-work, of thia weighty bu(inefs.-.13iis. 
will appear if we confider, 

I. 'Diat the Lord r€je£i8 the work r Mai. i. 13. 
«f Ye faid alfo. Behold what a wearinefa is k, 
and ye have fnufied at it, faith the Lord of hofta, 
and ye brought that which waa torn,, and the lame, 
and the fick ;.thu8 ye brought an offering : fliouU 
I accept thia of your hands i- faitK the Lord.'^ 
Whatever paina periiHis may be at about oove* 
.nanting, the Iiord h^& no. regard to it while it ia^not 
heart-work, )fa. i. 1 1. It is true, you mav even 
fign the contra&, but the liOrd will not fupfcribe 
it, feeing it haa not the upright confent of your 
hearta, rfal. 1. 16. 17* You may ctpeSt the en- 
tertainment recorded Matth. zzii.n ir. << Friend,, 
how^ameft thou in thither, not having a wedding- 
garment ? And he waafpeeoh]e{a.^r*-Con£kler, 

2.Tfaat it puts men move ftcurely in Satan's gdpa 
than befase* in thie Smb ihat Mlda tnie wluoh 

you 
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you have in Ifa. xxviti. 22. " Now therefore be yc 
not mockers, left your bands be made ftrong.** Pub- 
licaas and Tinners will enter before thefe. Such are 
twice dcadi where the devil goes out and returns 
with feven other fpirits worfe than himfelf. The laft 
tnd of fuch a perfon is worfe than his beginning. 
— Confider, 

J. That it cxpofes men to fpiritual ftrokcs : Jer. 
xlviii. 10. " Curfcd be he that doth the work of 
the Lord deceitfully."-^t)eadening ftrokes. Thefe 
are filent arrows which fly from the hand of God 
into the foul without noife: Ifa. vi. 10. ** Make 
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and fliut their eyes ; left they fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and underftand 
with their heart, and convert, and be healed." 
Sometimes men are like Saul among the prophets, 
but afterwards they are knocked in the head by 
the fecret judgement of God, becaufe of thbir hy- 
pocritical dealing with him, it may be at a com- 
jnunion-table, in fo much that they have -never a 
day to do well after; and from that time Godah- 
fwers them not, but they live and rot above the 
ground ; their hearts are deadened, their a£[e£^ions 
dozened, their gifts withered, and their fouls Wa- 
fted : JcAn, XV. 6." If a man abide not in me^ 
he is caft forth as a branch, and' is withered 5 and 
men gather them and caft theAi into the fire, and 
they are burned." — Quickening ftrokes, whereby 
the man is dreadfully alarmed, the confci^nce is 
awakened^ and made like mount Sinai, where no- 
thing but fire and fmoak appear. God takes the 
filthy rags of their mock-covenanting, wraps them 
in brimftone, and fets them in fire about the fin- 
ncr's ears. Their wounds which were f(?urfed 
over bleed more dreadfully, while the plafter they 
made will not ftick. — Befides thefe/ there art 

ftrokea 
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ftrbkcs upon dieir bodies. AaNadab and Abihu^ 
Lev* I. I. 2. A wrong look into tbe ark ccft 
the men of Bethfhenoefb dear, i Sam. vi. 19* 
God (mote Uzzah» and. he died by the ark, 2 Sam. 
vi. 7. And the apoille tells vtB, i Cor. xi. 30* 
« For this caufe many are weak and Cckly amon^ 
you, and many fleep.** — Confider, 

^^fyf That however quietly people may get 
it carried in life, it will bring them a fad difapoint* 
ment at death. The houfe built on tbe bnd fell 
by . the ilorm, and great was its falL A 
great fall from hig|i hopes into deep defpair ; like 
the foolifli virginsi who were imeipe&ed^y fhut 
out. 

We are no'-«r, 

V. To apply tbe fubjea.— Which we fiiaU do 
poly in an ufe of exhortation. 

I would then exhort one amd all of you to make 
lieart-work and fure work in your covenanting 
with the Iiofd, and not to trifle in fo folemn a 
biifinefs. Tbu have heard the danger you incur 
by trifling with it. But perhaps fome will faj^ 
with a whole heart, that as they are refolved to- 
keep themfelves out of harm's way, they will not 
come ^ the Lord's table. To this I would anfwer^ 
"Well^ will you not enter into covenant with the 
Lord ? if not, then you will never fee heaven : £ph. 
ii« 12. " Strangers from the covenants of promife, 
having no hopei and without God in the world." 
Where will you appear at the great day ? Pfal. L 
J. — 5. You muft take hold of^the Lord's cov&> 
nant, or be damned. Sirs, if ye emter at all into 
this w<;f k, my exhortation reaches you. You may 
trifle with God upon your kuees, a? well a$ at his 
table. And if you be not minded to refufe this 
pAvenaat,' why ftand you back from the fesds of 

it? 
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it ? why do you not prq)are yourfdvcs for it ? why.. 
flight ycm this kyve^tokeii of our dying Lord ? I 
would think, if you were in earaeft for the cove* 
juust, you not would flight the feaF of it. Make Aire 
work then. To induce you to be ferious in this 
wd^ity woik, I would mendoa and urge the fol« 
lowing MoTivss. 

M§L I. You have need to make fure work| 
for lyou imfc deceitfuh hearts to deal with, Jer. 
xva. I9« Let not the bands be put on flightlyi 
or it win ibon ilip diem ail. Itierefore diff deep» 
byfenous fodeniii examination of youroonrciences 
befaoe the Locd^ that you may build as on a 
rode. 

M«t.'2. Confidcr the weight of the bufinefs i 
ibe bufinefe of falration, or damnation, is \iot a 
^matter to trifle with. Sin, life and death are be- 
fote you. Tour eternal date lies at the ftake. I 
hefeech you then, by all that weight ol glory that 
awaits the iaints, as you would not ruin your 
fiiuls, which a thoofand worlds cannot repair, for 
.the lofs .of the foul cannot be made up, that you 
iiedoufly cbnfider the huflnefs. 

iff or. .3. Conflder the Lord is not trifling, but 
is in goc^^eameft with you : <^0 diat there were 
IJuoha heart in them V^ l^ere is a match pr<^i 
Ud betwixt the King xvf glory 4uid the daughter of 
Zioa, tbe Bridegiioom is willing : Rev. iii. 204 
P Behold I (land at Ae door and 'knock.'' There 
is nothing wanting on has part : Matth. xxii. 4. 
^ All things are ready, come unto the marriage.^ 
How pafliattately doe:> b&caill for her confent ia 
the text! And now> when die Lord is thus oflering 
hknfistf -to you, yf^Y ^^ Y^^ tefufe or trifle with 
him ?«-^H(ace fame may propofe this, ' 

Obisccnon. This is a flourtfli which may pafs 
wdlxooi^inaipo^t. Bii% OiiflheLoniwere 

really 
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rcaUy offering himfelf to me, I wouid rioter refufe> 
To this I anfwer. The offer ts real, though mitu^ 
ilerial* . We h^fcve our commifiion from our Lord 
to bear us out in it, and he would do the fame if ^ 
he were here bodily prcfcnt : .2 Cor. v.. 10. <* Now 
then we are ambaifsidors for Cbrift, as though 
God di4 befecch you by us : we pray you in 
Chrift's ftcad be ye reeonciled to God.'* Hence, 
in the days of his tflefli, he offered himfelf bodi to 
f hofe that did, and thofe that did not receiye him. 
Confider, be faid to his difciples, ^< He that hearetfa 
you, heareth ibe." We are the friends of the 
BridegrQoini as Abraham's fervants, we arejcome 
to bring you to our Matter's Ton. What would 
you have to muke the i^r I'osl, if jrou may not 
tak^ it as fach from the mouth of his meflen- 
gers ? Would you havchim ka¥e Jus gkiry a fe- 
cond time, and come in perfon jtomake the o&ri 
Or would y^ou have him come down in his glory ? 
If fo, yoi] luiqw ncKt what you aik. It woukl 
fet you b^ter 10 do as Abigail, bow yourfelf to 
the e^rUi, and humbly accept of the offer, i Sam* 
XXV. 40. 41. — So realr'is the oder, that if you rc- 
fufe, ye will be damned for the refiifal: Mark, 
xvi. 15. 16. << And he faid unto, them. Go ye in** 
to all the. world, and preach the gofpel.to every 
creature. He tha^ believeth, and is -bapdfed, 
(hall be faved^ blithe that believeth not, fhali 
be damned-" J<A«, JtvH. 20. « Neither pray I 
for thefe >alone, but for! them aifo which fliall 
believe on me through their word." See then 
what ye dp. It is 2^ feriMs bufineCsoa the ^or^s 
part, and there is a pri^e in your hands which 
ou wpjuld 4o w^lK dUigently to improve. — Docs 
kc indeed offcr himfcjf to me ? do you. fay? not*^ 
withftanding my .unwj;>rtbincfs. Yea, to yon, we 
make no fcreple to oftt;him paicticiilariy to every 

one 
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one of you, the vileft of you all : Rev. iii. 20. 
«« Behold I (land at the door and knock : if any 
man hear my voicei and open the door, I will 
come into him, and will fup with him, and he 
with me." It is not unworthinefs, but unwilling- 
nefs, that will mar the bargain : « The Spirit and 
the bride fay, Come, andljet him that heareth fay, 
Come, and let him that is athirfl fay, Come^ and 
whofoever will let him take the water of life freely. 



Vol. III. E e 
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A RICH FEAST PREPARED FOR 
. HUNGRY SOULS*. 



SERMON LXIIL 



Isi. XXY. 6. And in tbU mountain Jhall the Lord of 
hofts make unto all people a feajt of fat things ^ a 
feafl of wines on the Ues^ rffi^ things full of mar^ 
roWf of wines on the iees nvell Vefined. 

THE prophets t>f old propheCed of the grace 
of Chrift which Should come "Qnto tis, i 
Pet. i. 10. } and of thefe none more than our e- 
vangelical prophet^ who, in the verfe before us, 
foretells a rich fpiritual entertainment which ihould 
be made by the Saviour Jefus Chrift unto a ftar- 
ving world of prodigal iinners, reduced by their 
extravagance into extreme want.— Here there is to 
be obferved, 

u The Maker and Mafter of theieaft, the Lord 
himfelf ; it is a royal feaft, with which the King 
of Zion entertains his own fubjefls. Particularlyi 
it is the Lord Chrift, the Son of God, who, pity- 
ing the famifhed condition of poor finners, was at 
the expence of this coftly feaft for them j for the 

maker 

* An a£tIon-fcrmon, delivered June 7. 1719. 
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maker 6f it U the &me who fwallows up death in 
viSory, ver. 8. . A vrarlike^title ia afcribed to him, 
the Lord of Hojls, for there ia a banner in Chrift's 
banqueting-houfe ; and' this fead looks both hack- 
ward and -forward to a "N^'ar* — You will obferve, 

2. The guclts for whon) this feaft is provided : 
It is made for all people. Not that every peribn 
does a£^ually partake of it, nor that every perfou 
without exception is invited to it; the event 
ftiews the contrary, there being many to whom 
the fonnd of the gofpel never conies ; bat inti>- 
xnating, that tlie' invitation is given to all wh^coine 
in its way, without diftincftion, cr exception of 
any fort of po'fons ; Matth. xxii. 9. *' Go ye 
therefore into the highways, and as many as yc 
{hail find, bid to the marriage*" The invitation 
is to the Gentile^ as well a& to the Jew8, to thefe 
in the highways and hedges, as well as thofe in 
the city. All who will come are welcome,-«-You 
may ohiervr, 

3. The gucft-chambcr where this feaft i^ held : 
In this- mountairty namely, mount Zion, that is, 
the church. To that fociety all muft join who 
would partake of this feaft. And as mount Zion 
reprefents both the church militant and the church 
triumphant, fo thefe are one church, one body \ 

' and it is one feaft, as to its fubftance, Heb. xii. 
2a. — 24. — ^You will obferve, , 

4. The matter of the feaft : A feaft imports a^ 
bundance and variety of good entertainment ; and 
here nothing is v/ancing which is fuitable for hun- 
gry fouls. This is held forth under the notion of 
the heft, meat and drink, becaufe what thefe are 

*to the body, the fame is the gofpel-feaft to the 

foul. In this valley of the world lying in wicked- 

nefs, there is nothing for the foul to feed on but 

carrion, nothing but what would be loathed, ex- 

E,e a. ccpt. 
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ccpt by thofe who were never ufed to better ; but 
in this raonntain, there is a feaft of fat thing r^ 
things moft relifhing fo thofe who tifte them, molt 
nourifhing to thofe who feed on them ;. and thefc 
7C[t full of marrviOy moft fatisfying to the foul. — 
In this valley of the M'orld, there is nothing but 
muddy waters, which can never quench the 
thirft of the foul, but m'u.il ruin it with the dregs 
ever cleaving to them ; but here, on this moun- 
tain, arc wines on the lees, that is, the beft of 
wines, which having been kept long upon the lees, 
are therefore ftrong and nourifhing. And thcfe 
winca are well refined, being carefully drawn ofF, 
and quite feparatcd. from the lees or dregs, and 
therefore clear and fine. They are undreggy com- 
forts -, thejr afford the moft refined fatisfa^ion and 
delight. — From this fubjedb we take the following 

Doctrine, That Jefus Chrift has prepared a mofl 
rich and delicious feaft for the fouls of all thofe 
who will come to him, and partake of it as pre- 
fented to them. 

In fpeaking upon this plcafant- and intcrcfthig 
fubjedi, it is intended, 

I. To flicw the abfolute need that there is of 
this provifion. 

II. JTo explain what the provifion is which 
Chrift has prepared for the fouls "of a famifhed 
world. 

III. To confider what fort of a feaft it is. 

IV. -To confirm, that all people who will come, 
may come, and partake of this feaft. — And then, 

V. Conclude with a pradtical improvement of 
the fubje£V. 

We 
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We are then, 

I. To (hew the abfolutc need that there is of 
tliis provifion. 

The diftinguiihing need for this provifion was 
the extreme neceffity of a loft world, which, hf 
Adam's fall, the great prodigal, was reduced to a 
ftarving and familhing condition. The King of 
heaven fet down Adam, and hi8>f>ofterity in him, 
to a well-cQvefcd table in paradife, in this lower 
world, making a covenant of friendihip wilh him, 
and with them in him. Man confifts of an earthly 
part and a heavenly part, a body and a foul ; and 
as every thing muil have nourifhpient fuitabte to 
its nature, fo, although the body might, yet the 
foul could never be nouriflied by the oeft produce 
of the earth. Therefore, by virtue of that cove- 
nant, it was concluded, that, upon condition of 
perfeft obedience to it, they (hould have provifion 
for their fouls fiom the King's country. But m%n 
being drawn into rebellion againft God, this pro- 
fpe^ was loft, and their table was drawn ; Adam 
and all his pofterity in his loins were driven out 
of the gueft-chamber, the family was ruined, bro- 
ken, and Mattered, having nothing left them.*~ 
To imprefs this the more upon us, let us vic'/r 
how our firft father left us. 

I. In point of need, he left us with hungry 
hearts, like the prodigal : Luke, xv. 16. << And 
he would fain have (ilkd his belly with the hufts 
which the ft^nne did eat ; and no man gave unto 
him." Every man ami woman naturally has a 
gnawing appetite after h^ppinefs and fatisfaftion. 
This is ib interwoven with maa's nature, that it 
never leaves htm in any ftate whatever, and ib 
Will make a part of the torment of the damned : 
Ifa. viii. Ill << And they ihaM pa6 through it, 
hardly befted and hungry ^ and it {haffl come to 
Ee3 'pifo- 
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pafs, that ^hen they ihall be hungry, they iha 
fret themfelves, and curfe their. King and thei*" 
God, and look upward." Every one finds himfel^ 
not felf-fufficient, and therefore his foul cleaves to 
fomething without itfelf to fatisfy it. Liften, O 
Chriftlefs finner ! who art deftitute of holy.derire6, 
and thou (halt hear a voice within thine own breaft, 
faying, Give, give, a continual noife. Look into 
thine own heart, and thou wilt fee it, in refpe^^ 
of defirea, like a neft of young birds, all gaping 
for a fill, but never fatisfied, dill gaping, - after all 
that is put in their mouths.— rHc left us alfo with 
thirfty confciences, fcorched and burnt up with 
heat, fo that moft of tliem are in the dead-thraw, 
and many of them quite feared. Hence the go- 
fpel-invitation is, Ifa. Iv. i . ** Ho ! every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the waters.'' In a natural 
ftate there can be no confcience but an evil con- 
fcience, the thorn of guilt is not pulled out of it ; 
It is a defiled confcience which needs to be fprink* 
led, Heb. x. 22. And though a fleeping con- 
fcience in many, yet fuch is. the thirft of it in all 
the fons of Adam, that, when awakened, they cry 
out, We die, we perifh, we all perilh, Luke, xv.. 
17. • ^ 

2. In point of fupply, he left us without any 
profpefk, for all communicattoii with heaven was 
ftopped. War was declared againft the rebels, fo 
that there could be no tranfportation of provifions. 
from thence, Genv iii. 24. Truth had faid, Gen. 
ii. 17." But of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, thou ihalt not eat of it : for in the day 
thou eateft thereof, thou ihalt fursly die." And 
therefore, though mercy might incline to fupply 
a ftarving world, juftice interpo&s, and pleads 
that there could be no cbn^n^unicatjon betwixt 
God and the fion^rs^ without a fatisfadiioo^ which 

they 
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they nor angels could not make ; and thereforet 
without fatisfadion, they muft be famiihed for 
ever. . Thus heaven's doors were clofed on a ftar- . 
ving world. — Now, there was a mighty famine up- 
on the earth, fuch as was with the prodigal, Luke, 
XV. 14. " And when he had fpent all, there arofe 
2 mighty famine in that land ; and he began to be 
in want." Adam's fons, a'bandoned of Heaven, 
fall a-begging at the world*s door, if fo be they 
might find re it and , fatisfaftion in the creature. 
They go after a law-righteoufnefs, if fo be they ^ 
.might find a reft to their confciences. But it fares 
with them in this fearch, as with the unclean fpi« 
rit gone out of z man. He goes through dry 
places feeking reft, and finding none returns difap-^ 
pointed. When they have traverfed all the moun- 
tains of vanity for fomething to fatisfy their hun- 
gry hearts, they, find nothing but hufks to feed on 
with the.fwine ; which are the eitipty and unfatis- 
fying things of the world, that can never feed 
their fouls, Luke, xv. .16. The poor finner, out 
of Chrift, is like the hungry infant, which fuel: 3 
at every thing to which its mouth comes near, 
and (hifting about, and getting nothing, falls a- 
weeping ; but the appetite continuing, the infant 
falls a -fucking again, where formerly it was difap- 
pointed. Such is the life of every natural man, a. 
continued tra£t of luftings after, and difappoint- 
ments from the creature So that he is born 
weeping, lives feeking, and will die difappointed, 
if- not brought to the feaft of fat things. Again^ 
they find but duft to feed on with the ferpent : 
Ifa. Ixy. 25. " And duft (hall be the ferpent's 
meat ;" that b, they fuck at the defiled breafts 
of their lufts, which can never fati^y, but poi. 
ion the foul. They cannot find their fatisfadion 
in lawful worldly comforts; and therefore, like 
hungry be^ifts, they break over into forbidden 

ground. 
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ground, and all to fatisfy a gnawing appetite aft^' 
faappinefs. But there they are as far from their 
mark as ever. For, though the enjoyment of a 
luft may pleafe them for a while; yet it is but 
like a man, eating or drinking in a dream, he 
awaketh, and behold he is faint, and his foul has 
appetite, Ha. xxiv. 8. There is a bitter dreg r<s- 
xnaintng behind. Striking at th'S rock for water,. 
they caufe fire to flaih out on their faces ; and 
focking at thefe breads, draw out blood inftead of 
milk. Travelling through the barren region of the 
law for ^mething to fatisfy their fcorclied con- 
fciences, they can find nothing but muddy and 
fait waters, which can give noeafe truly fatisfying,. 
but raifes the third again. For the purging oiF 
the confcience is what the law cannot do, Rom. 
vi,.3.i compared with Heb* ix. 14. What can 
duties do to the purging of the confcienee ? Ifa.- 
Ixiv. 6. ^ But we are all as an unclean tiling, and 
all our righteoufnefles are as filthy rags $ and we- 
all do ^ade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
v/ind, have taken u* away." Will mud wafli out 
jnud ? What can tears do for this end ? Without 
Oiedding of blood, there is no remiflion of fins. 
Even our tears muft lie waflied in the Mediator's- 
blood, or they will defile the confcience, and leave 
m new ftain in it. Wliat can crufting to uncovenant^ 
ed mercy do i and fiich is the mercy of God in re- 
(pcd of all who are not in Chrift, Ads, iv. 12. 
2 Cor. v. 19. They may make a plafter for their 
n^ounded confciences of thefe, they may lay it on,, 
but all their art can never make it ftick, it will- 
fall off before the wound heal. 

We come now, 
11. To explain what the proirffion is wluck 
Chrift hers prepaved for tike fouls of fueh a fami(h« 

cd^ 
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cd world. — This, in a word, is his precious fclf; 
the Maker of the fcaft is the matter cf it, even 
Chrift crucified ; his body broken for us, is that 
feaft to which hungry fouls arc called, and which 
they are to feed upon : <* Take, eal^tWs is my bo- 
dy broken for you." Gal. ii. 20. " I am crucified 
with Chrift : neverthekfs I live ; yet not I, but 
Chrift liveth in me : and the life which I now 
live in the flefh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who Jovcd me, .and gave birolelf for me." 
We have heard of mothers who have eaten their 
own children, but who ever gave thcmfelves to be 
meat unto them ? But Jcfus died that we might 
JivCj gave himfelf to enliven and nourilh our fouls* 
7— Let us confider, 

I . The meat which is fcrved up in this feaft for 
the hungry heart. This is Chrift's body ? John, 
vi. 55. ^* For my flefh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed." Never was there fuch a 
poftly feaft in the world as this, Chrift's body bro- 
ken and bruifed by juflice, that it might be food to 
us. This is the provifion offered to you all in the 
word, exhibited to you, O believers. !' in thefacra* 
ment. And ye may eat, and muft eat of it, 01 you 
will perifh : John, vi. 53. " Then Jeius faid unto 
them. Verily, verily, l fay unto you, Except ye 
eat the ficfh of the Son of man, and drink hia 
blood, ye have no life in you." " Take him by 
faith, receive him with a faith of application, and 
unite with him in the covenant ; reiifh the fwcet- 
nefs of Chrift, improve every part of Chrift, his 
low birth, his forrowfuT life, his bitter death, - 
his burial, refurirection, and afcenfion to heaven. 
— Chrift's body is. the fr:t things of this feaft, 
which will completely fatisfy the hungry heart; 
fo that thy foul feeding upon it by faith, fhall be " 
iiilkd.and fatisfied, like the hungry infant, .when 

it 
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U is fct to its mother's full breafts : F&l. Ixxxi. 
ic. ** Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.'*" 
How can thefe things be ? will an unbelieving 
world fay. We anfwer, in two things.. 

(i.) Thcic^s a fulnefs of the fpirit of fanftifi- 
cation in him, which is communicated unto all 
who receive him : John t. i6. ** And of his fulnefs 
have all we received, and grace for/grace.'' And 
the more eagerly that the foul feeds on him, the 
more of that fpirit they rt^ccive. The firft enter- 
ing of his fpirit into the foul gives life ; the further 
meafure of the fpirit, gives life more abundantly. 
And there is a double efle6l of the fpirit of lanc-^ 
tification received from Chrift. — [i.] The fpirit 
of Chrift in the foul dries up the devouring deeps 
of unmortified defires after the wcxrld of lufis, flops 
their mouths by flabbing them to the heart, that 
the Ibul may live fpiritually : John, iv. 14. "But 
whofoever drinketh of the water that I fhall give 
him, fhall never thiril -, but the water that I fhaQ; 
. give htm, (hall be in him a well of water, fpring*- 
ing up into everlafting life." Never thirfl, that 
is, at the rate he did in his natural Hate. Gafp 
they may, as a thief upon the crofs, but they fhall 
never gape fo wide and fo incefFantly as before, the 
foul being determined to ftarve them. — [a. J The 
fpirit of Chrift in the foul ftirs up hol^ defires in the 
heart, which are the predominant motions and 
affe£l:ions there : Pfal. xxvii. 4. " One thing have 
I deftred of the Lord, that will I feek after, that 
I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the 
days of my lii^e, to behold .the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple." The man's choice 
is altered, his defires run in anothei* channel. 
Sometimes it vi?as, Who will fhew us any good ? 
but now, it is. Lord, lift upon us the light of thy 
countenance, Pfal. iv. 6* Now his longings are 

aftcT 
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after the X>ord, Pfal. xlit. i. and Ixiii. i* His 
forrowings are for die want of his prefence ; hit 
comfort is in enjoying the light of his countenance. 
If h^ has a God in Chriit to be his God, you 
may take from him;«rhat ye will : Pfal. hcxiii. 25. 
*< Whom have I in heaven but tliee i and there 
is none in all the eartli that I defire befides thee.^ 
Let «hefe defoes be fatisfied, and he i$ filled as 
vrith marrow and fatnefs. 

(2.) The fainefs of the Godhead is in Ghrift c 
Col. ii. 9. « For in him dwellc^h all ^he fulneft 
of the Godhead bodily.^ The tabernacle of meet- 
ing betwixt God and the finner is the 'flefli of 
Chrift ( in him tkev h^ve the enjoyment of Go4 
as their God. Taking Oirift by faid^ God id 
their's, for he and the Father axe one : thus an 
Chrift they are compietey Col. ii. lo. They are 
at the utmoft ftretdi of their defires as to the 
fubftsmce of them ; for having God to be their 
God» they have aU. And thus the foul may 
Sted on all the perfections of God : on his power^ 
as thetr's to proiteCk them -/his wifdom, as their's 
to guide, &r. ^ on his word and atl the promifes 
of ity^hicfa are their's. Here tiwre i^ both fkn^ 
ty and variety. ^^Let -us confider^ 

2. The drink which is afibrded at this feaft for 
•the thirfty <:ottfi!ionce. This is4he precious blood 
cf'Chtift : John, vi. 55. « My blood is drink in- 
4ked.'' rHiis is that Spiritual drink -which k of- 
&red in the word, and exhibited in the facrament : 
-«* This cup is die New Teilament in «iy blood.'* 
Jf ev«r yoU' wouM havc'life, you muft all drink of this 
blood, by a ^believing application of it to your own 
ibuls : Rom. iii. 25. << Whom God hath fet forth 
to be a {propitiation, through-faith in his blood, to 
- <leclare his righteoufnefs, for the remifiioii of fm^ 
that are paft, tbrough^hetfofbearance of God." — 

This 
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This IS " wines on the lees, well-refined," efFcc- 
lual for purging the confcience of the mod guilty 
creature, wheq it is believingly applied to the fool : 
Heb. ix. 14. " How much /nore (hall the Wood 
of Chrift, who, through the eternal Spirit, offl-red 
himfelf without fpot to God, purge . your con- 
fcience from dead works to ferve the living God P'* 
This blood Is atoning blood, it anfwers all the de- 
mands of juilice, a^ords a covert under which, a 
guilty creature may (land before God, and not be 
condemned ; Rom. viii. i. <* There is therefore 
now no condemnation to thenx who are in Chrifl 
Jefus." — ^It is fin-ezplating blood, •< (hed for re* 
miflion of (ins unto many.'* Lay all your guilt 
^ver on this blood. It will blot out all the ioems 
CiUt of the debt-book of juftice ; it will tlraw the 
fting out of your confcience, for which all other 
perfons and things iiave been phyficians of no 
value. — It is peace^making blood. Lay the. weight 
of your peace with God on it i " Chrift is our 
peace," Eph- ii.*i4.— It is juftifying blood ; by it 
is brought in an everlafting righteouQiefs. — It is 
heaven-opening blood, for time, in accefs to God 
and communion with him on earth ; and for eter- 
nity ,• that believers in it may be ever with the 
Lord, Heb. x, 19. 20. How can thefe things be? 
Why, in one word, this wine is the juice of the 
choice vine of heaven, it is the blood of the Son 
o£ God, and therefore of infijiite value, i John, 
i, 16. When the blood of bulls and of goats 
could avail nothing to cool the heat of fcorched 
confeiences, when rivers of oil, and the fruit of 
one's body, could ami nothing for the (in of die 
foul ; the Son of God took on him man's nature, 
»nd in that nature died, (hed his precious blood, 
to be a ranfoni for ele£l fmners, to deliver them 
from the j>it, Job, xxxiii. 22. — 30, 

We 
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We are now, ' -. iv 

r llh To confider what fort 6f ai feaft it i8.4~Up- 
on this we obferve, 1 . . 

I. That it is a feaft npon a facrifice : i Cor. r; 
7. 8. « For even Chrift our pafibver is hcrificed 
for us : therefore, ict us keep the feaft" Juftice 
was provoked by the conduct of felf-<ieftroying fin- 
ners^ Govi's anger was inqchfed againit us, and 
the iire of his wr^th has burnt up many; And 
when wrath was gone out againft the world, the 
great 'High Prieft ftept in, and ofiered uphimlelf 
a facrifice to atone for fin, and turn a#ay divine 
wxath. Here we are called to a feaft on that fa- 
crificei ■' to partake of its virtue and efficacy. 
. /2.^It is a covenant-feafti Heb. aiii. 20.. 21 1 
When Jacob made the covenant with' Labai^ 
4hey fiedlcd together oh the mount, Gbn; xxxi. 
44. — 54. There is no partaking of this feaft, but 
by the way of the covenant. All the gu^fts niuft 
be covenanters, and they wiio are. not pleaieS 
with the covenant of friendfhip and 'peace witfii. 
God, as held forth in the gofpelj cannot tafte cf ^ 
this fupper. But thofe who arc well pleafed with 
it, and fincereiy conflsnt to it, Chrift fays' to 
theVn, ^< Eat, O friciids ! drink,' yea, drink abunw 
dantly,0 beloved !*' 

3. It is a marriage-feaft, a marriage-fupper, Maf; 
xxii. I.— 4. The Lord Chrift is the Bridegroomi 
and the captive daughter of Zion the bdde. He 
offers himfclf to each of you, to* whom. the gofpel 
comes, to be yours in a. mariiage-relatiorik . Gbn- 
lent then to the mitch, and ye ihall.eat of this 
bread, and drink of this wine whick he Hath 
mingled. He is yours, and you have all,, which 
he hath purchafed, to feed ©n for -time and for etcr- 

* 4. It is a feaft which has a refpe^Si to war. The 
Vol. HI. Pf Lord 
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Lord of hofts made if. It looks backwaxd to thft 
icnibk cncoontcT vhkii Quift had with the law, 
with death, with hdl, and the grave, upon the 
account of his ranfomed ooeSt and that giorious 
yickoTj which he obtained over thena,'by which 
he vTTought the dcSiverance of his people. The 
gofpei*{^ is a f caft upon the back of that Tido- 
rf, and the Lord's fnpper is paiticularly a feaft in 
coDunemotatiQn cS dliat battle and TiAcny. It 
looks forwaid to a wv : Scr^ iL 4. « He bnMigbt 
me to the banqocting-houfe, and his banner over 
me was love." It is provided for and preiented to 
his people to animate and ftrengtbcn them for the 
fpiiitual warfare againft the devil, the world, and 
die flefb ;..and none can truly partake of it, but 
^hofe who are relblTed on diat battle, and are de- 
termined to pmrftK it, till they obtain the com- 
|dete vi&ory at death. 

•Lqfifyf It is a weaning feaft. Gen. xxiii. S. 
There is. a time pccfixed in the decree of God, at 
which ail who are his iball, by convertli^ grace, 
l>e weaned from their natural food. And with 
this their fitting clown to this feaft agrees. Where 
is the ibul whkh is now weaned from their fuck- 
ing fo long at the dry br^afts of the world ? that 
foul (hall have the fweet enjoyment of this feaft ; 
and the more that they feed, the more they will 
be weaned. 

We now prooeed, 
ly. To confirm^ that all people who will come, 
may come, and partake of this feaft. Not that 
att may immediately partake of the facrameot, but 
that all may and fhoold receive Chrift, with his 
benefit5^ offered to tl^pa in the gofpel; they are 
made moft heartily welcome. — To make this ap- 
pear, confider, 

I. Chrift 
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-1. Chrift invites all withbut diftinfkion, even 
the worft of fiaiiers, to this fpiritual feafl: :' Ift. W* 
I. <* Ho every one that thirfteth, conic ye > to the 
waters.** JcAn, vii. 37. " If any man thirft," feid 
JefaS) ^ let him come' to me and drink," Rev. xxii. 
1 7* «< And whofoever will, let him take of the wa- 
ter of life freely.'* Thcfe are gofpel-invitationsy 
clogged with no conditions, comprehending all 
who arc willing to receive Chrift^ whatever their 
cafe is or has been. — Confidei, 

2i For >Arhat end does Jefos fend out his mef^ 
fengeta with a commiffion to invite all to coqie, if 
they wrere not welcome i^. Matth. xxii. 9. << Go ye,^ 
therefore, into, the highways^ and as many as ye 
(hall find, bid to the marriage.*' Nay, the Lord 
is very exprcfs in the welcome given to the word 
of (inners, Jer. iii< 1. Ifa« i. 18. ; and dire£Es his 
meflengers to invite the moil imwoithy and un- 
fighdy perfons to this fcaft : Luke, xiv, 2i«— 33. 
« Go oat quickly," fays he, « into the ftrects 
and lanes of the city, and. bring in Ivther the 
poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blind. Go out into the hi^ways and hedges, 
dnd compel them to come in, that my houfe may 
be filled."— Confidcr, 

luifiiyi That he takes' it heinoafly amifs when 
any refufe to come : Luke^ xiv. 21. « He was 
angry j" angry, becaufe thoie who were invited 
would not come. He not only invites you, but 
you are commanded on your peril to comply with 
the invitation : i John, iii. 23.. « And this is his 
commandment, that we fhould beHeve on the 
name of his Son Jcfus Chriil." And do what ye 
will, if ye flight the offer, ye cannot pleafc him -, 
for without iaith it is impoffible to pleafe God. — 
It only remains, that » 
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v. We make fome praAical improv^metit \ and 
this' (hall be confined for the prefent to an ufe of 
exhortation. 

• t. We wovld exhort aU hungry hearts who are 
fuing for fatis^atdlion in the Irorld and their kiils, 
and whdfe confciences have no folid reiking-place, 
O I come to Jefus Chrift in his covenant, and fit 
down to this £eaft prepared for you and the like 
of you. — ^To prevail with you, I would mendon 
the following Motive*. 

Mot, I. While ye cortc not to Chnft, you have 
nodiing commenfurable nor fuitable to the cravings 
of an immortal foul. All other things are but as 
ftones or aihee^ they are not bread i I£i. Iv. 2. 
^ Wherefore do ye fj^end money lor tha( which is 
not bread, and your labour for that' which fati»> 
fisfh not ?'^ The' man was a fool, who bid his 
loui take eafe from what he had in his bams. 
Nothing.lefs th^n'a God in Chrift can ever fatisfy 
the cravings of an immortal foul, tk 'feul wlHch 
wiB created capable c£ enjoying an infinite good. 
Aiid .nothing but the blood of the Redeemer will 
ever give folid peace to your cpiifciences. » 

Mot. .2^ Should not the continued triid of 
difappointments ye have met with at other doors, 
engage you to come to Chrift's banqueting-houfe ? 
jer. ili. 27,. " TruHy in vain is fahrati<Hi hoped for 
from the hills, and from the multitude of moun- 
tains : truly in the Lord our God is the falvatioa 
of Ifrael." Have you not alwaya found creature- 
comforts greater in expectation than in fruition ? 
How often have ye looked for much comfort, 
where you got .little ? And has not your greateft 
crofTcs .arifen fomctimes from thofe quarters 
whence ye expe£led your greateft comfort ? 

Met. 3. In what ye arQ now purfuing, coniider 

that 



dbyUoogle ^ 



pREPAaED T0% mnrQKt sroi/ts. 345 

ihzt tl^re is not only vanitf and emptinefs, ivhicfa: 
will difappoint youj but tliere is death in the pot» 
which will deftroy your fouls. There needs no 
more to ruin yoQ) but that you be left to your own 
heart's luftsy and take your fwing. Fearful will 
^e reckoning be> when fo much time) painsi and 
labour, are laid out on the purfuit of the world, 
and the immortal foul is qttit< negle Aed as to its 
eternal welfare, Etclef. xi. 9. 

Aloi. 4. If you will come to Chrift, ye (hall 
get true reft ; reft to your- hearts, reft to your 
confciences, Matth. xi. 28.' Whatever your wants 
be, there is a fuitable fulnef^ in him ; a fulncfs 
of merit, to carry off your guilt ^ a fountain, even 
the depth of the iea^ to waihit away ; a fulnefs of 
the S|niit to kill your corruptions i of rtghteouf- 
nefs to cover your unrighteoufnefs $ of light for 
your darknefs ; of ftrength for your weaknefs. 

JLqftlyi Confider, if you will, come, youfhallbe 
happy for time and eternity. When the lower 
tabie is drawn, you (hall fit down at the upper. 
If not, you (hall never know fatisfa£tion) nor fiud 
Teft to your fouls-— I would exhort, 

2. Communicants to feed on Chrift at hls^ 
table. Let not the feaft be in vain to you. Dead 
(innersi thofe deftitute of fpiritual life, are not fit 
guefts for the Lord'^ table, for they cannot feed* 
Such will eat and drink judgement to themfelves, 
not difcerning the Lord's body. — Here it may be 
inquired, How may one know if he has any fpU 
ritual life ? To this we anfwer, Whofoever has^ 
fpiritual life will be fincerely longing to be rid 
of the grare-doaths of fin : Matth. Y. 6. « Blelled 
are they which hunger and tihirft after righteouf* 
nefs, for they (hall be filled." They will be con* 
tent to part with aU fin, and refolved henceforth - 
fo oppofe every lufi, as a limb of the body of 
Ffs deaths 
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4eatb; not only fin. in. general, but ^ biqulty 
which is in their hearts; and with which they are 
mofkeafily befet. They are willing alfo to lay 
afide tlie gyave^tloaths of felf :' Matth. v. a. 
«« Blcffed are the popr in fpirit." They will lo^ 
on the rags of diqir- own righteoufnefs but as 
grav^cloftths atfojrand fet themfekes againft all 
motions of thi«. tendency* In a word, they are 
for doing all as if they were to win heaven this 
way J at the fi^me tirae^ overlooking all as if they 
were doing x^odiing. 

Now, to you living and believing comnHini* 
cantSy Ave acquaint* you with Chrifl's weli- 
come: .Songi v. i, f«t£at, O friends [ drink,, 
yea, driiik abunda4nly, O beloved V Take it, and 
life freedom iq I^s' houfe. £at, drink abundant- 
ly. Let your fouls feaft indeed at this gofpel- 
feaft, and mif& not the opportunity. — I will only 
iiay to youj as the angel to Elijah, t Kings, xix. 7. 
*< And the angel of the {Lord came ag^ the fe- 
eond time, and touched him,. apd faid,, Arife and 
c^t, becaufe the Journey is too great for thee.*' 
You have a great journey to go,^ and it is a qucr 
fUon if you get.fuch anothe.r meal fet before you, 
ere you be at the end of it. You have a twofold 
journey, each of which requires you to eat* — You 
have, 

I. Your JDurncy through the world, towards 
dief Canaan aboyVe. It is difficult at all times ; fo 
as that many n^ver dare venture on. it^ others 
never make it out^ for it lies through numy diffi- 
culties. The. devil, the worlds and; the fiefh, 
will ftruggle with you, to give oyer this journey, 
of living well thH>u^ the v^orid. It is like to be 
more th^ii ordinarily difficult in our times. A 
fpirit of deluiion threatens a d^rk and mifty day* 
Labour to taftj? the power of truths if you would 

^ ^ he 



d by Google 



PREPARED FOR HUNGRT SUULS. 34^ 

be eftabliflied in It, A Popilh and malignant fpi- 
rit threatens with darknefs, blood, and confufion. 
This is evident^ if we confider the apo^tary in thefc 
nations from the* once covenanted work of refor- 
mation, the blood of the faints yet lying at their 
doors, with the profanity and irreligion which is- 
abounding amoag all ranks. As we have reafon to 
think the Popifli and malignant party in thefe na- 
tions, fetting «p for a Popifli pretender, are infa- 
tuated of God to their own ruin, that they may 
get blood to drink j fo we have ground to fear 
God may make them a fcourge to the nations, and 
perhaps by them he may drive them td reforma- 
tion. Whatever, then, the clouds may turn to,, 
eat for a wildernefsii^journey. — You have, 

2. Your jotirney out of the world, that is, to 
die well. It is a weighty journey from time to 
eternity. Eat for it this day, and do as you will 
wiih to have done when you come to a dying- 
hour. It may be fome will not have as much time to 
think on it when it comes^ as they will have this 
day at a <!Qmmunion'table; And thatatia com^ 
munion- table you may eat^ — ^labour to have your 
appetite after Chrift fharpened. Open your mouths 
wide, and he will fill them. Confider well your own 
needs, and his fiilnefs. — Adore the wonderful con- 
defcenfioft of thte gr^t- God. Reverence his great- 
nefs ; but bewbre o^ flavifli fear and amazement. 
Jjook to God through the vail of Chrift's flefli.r— 
In a word, bewtard of unbelief. Reft not in a 
general faith, but eicercife a faith of application : 
Gal. ii. 2o. «< i am cruci&d with Chrift : never- 
thelefs I live 5 yet not I, but Chrift liveA in me : 
and the life which I now live in the flefb, I live 
by the faith of the Soil of God, who loved mi^ andr 
gava himfelf for me. Amen. 

THE 
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FAITHFUL SERVANTS K 



SERMON LXIV. 



ExoD. xxiy. 1 1'. jlnJ upon the nobles of the children^ 
(f Ifrael he laid not his hand : alfo theyjcnv Gody, 
and did eat and drink. 



THE Lord ia calling us to come up to bim 
iato the mount of fblemn ordinances \ and 
though there may be fome who wi}! abide at the' 
foot of thd hill, unconcerned and ftupid, like Abra* 
ham's ferv;int and the afs, I bope there are others 
who will defire to go forward} ^ugh it is likely 
there may be a ftruggie betwixt hope and feaf 
about their entertainpiient there. How are your 
hearts afFe&ed upon tUs awful -.a^pproach ? are 
thfty faying within you, a» thefe Greeks, " Wc 
would f^Q Jefus ?" Or, as the prod^^ jew, Luke, 
XV. 1 7. « We perifli with hunger." Aad at the 
fai^ tinjie with the menof BethOiemeflij i Sanu 
vj« 19. << Who i» able to ftsmd before this holy 

Icord- 

• This and the following difcourfc were delivered at 
MaxtoD, Auguft xz* and X2« i7ji0» 
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Lord God ?" Our text gives yoa eiicouragemenl 
from this infts^nce of the nobles of Ifrael. Upoa 
God's call they came up to the mount; and (which 
divides the text into two parts)^ firft^ They were 
fafc ; And upon the mhlej (^^thg. chiUren of Ifrael hie 
laid not bis hand ; Secondly, They were kindly enterr 
tained t Alfo theyfaiv God, and did eat and drink.^-^ 
We fliall attend to thcfe feparately. 
. The Jirfl part is, they were fafe in their ap- 
proach. Mofes remarks this, to the prai(e of the 
divine clemency iii a Mediator, through whom fin- 
ners may fee God> and not die. Sin had fet man 
at fucb a difta^ce from God, and put his. body 
into fcich a weak^ and mouldering condition,: that 
confciouihefs of guilt a^d a fighc. of. the divine 
glory meeting togetKerv id more than enough to 
exanimate and make him faint away» to break 
the corrupt earthern pitcher the foul dweUs . in to 
pieces. Hence it was a common opinion, that 
Aich.ia ^ght^as deadly.^— Confider here, 

I. The parties whofe: fafety is particularly re- 
marked, the nobles of the children of Ifrael, Some 
reckon' Nadab and Abihu umong thefe ; but if foi 
why not Mofes and Aaron ? It is plain they were 
ftll there, ver. 9. and 10. I think, however, it i$ 
only the fcventyeWera who are meant •, and there* 
fore it is eiiprefled emphatically in the Hebrew, in- 
tiihating, that not only was Mofes, the typical Me»> 
diator, and Aaron, ^fadab, and Abihu,. who were 
defigned.to be priefts, prelierved ; but even the el- 
ders, tfije reprcfentatives of tl^ people, thqfe alfo 
were fafe,— You will accordingly obfcrve, ihat the 
people are us welcomed to the divine favour, and to 
gracacms manifeilations of Godi as minifters. Tho' 
miniftets be employed to open the doors of the 
liemple, the people (land as fair for a fight of thg 
glory .within, zt they do, • Though Mofes> Sec. 
...4 went 
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went ttp foremoft to the mount ^ yet no mzn fhould 
either value himfelf before the Lord^ or be dif- 
couraged upon the charafber which he bears. Or- 
dinarily, people will pray. that minifters may be 
helped in their public miniftrationSj to preach, &c.v 
but they (hould even alfo be concerned, that they 
may be helped to believe^ tafte, fed, and feed> 
with the reft of the children. 

They were nobles, great men, 'rulers of the 
people ; yet they went up to the mount with Aa- 
ron, and fat down to the iS^cred feaft there, after 
they had taken the national ^covenant of Ifrael with 
tbe reft of the people, ver. 8. p.-^Tou wilLthence 
obferve, that it i& tbe honour of the, nobles of a 
land to fee God, and to be feen upon the mount 
with God^ at thefacred feaft^ as covenanters with, 
him. This was ibrne time the honour, of Scot* 
land's nobility and gentry; they were forward in the 
national covenant with God ; and we heve. beard 
the days have been, when fcarlet<*c}oaks and vel- 
vet-hoods bare great bulk in fuch meetings asthis» 
But, ah t how is our gold become drofs! they leave 
thefe things nowmoftiy-to the common people, with 
contempt of both, What wonder is it that they 
hate been left to make themfelves the tail, and 
not the head ! to row us into deep waters, where 
the ft^ite is funk, and the church is broken ; to 
turn Babel-builders, fo that^for once the fcailbld- 
ing iff broken, and the builders, with many otherS) 
heavily cruOied. For, « thefe that honour God, 
he will honour ; but they that defpife him, fhall be 
lightly efteemed." • 

Th^ere werey&tiw/y of thefe nobles, the number 
of the chtidren of Ifrael when they went down to 
Egypt, and fo a (it number to reprcftnt the body 
tof the people, who were now folemnly taken into 
covenant with God. God faw it not meet to give 

tbil 
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this fight of «the ^ice glory- to the multitude^ and 
to fet all down te the facred feaft on the moont ; 
"huty (ince it was coTenant-entertainment, the fe* 
venty were brought to it^ as the reprefeiuatives o£ 
the people. Thus alfo the New-Teftament church 
is reprefented by twcnty-four elders about the 
throtie, RcY. • iv* 4.*— »From this you may leariH 
that fafe communion and fellowfhip with God is 
the privilege of the church of believers^ the I£« 
raelites indeed^-^That all- the people of God have 
not alike nearnefs of accefs to God } fome tcome 
farther forward than others. Peter^ JameSy'anfl 
Jfohn, were taken up to the mount of transfigura^ 
tion, and notthe reft of the apoftles.*— That it is 
a mercy to have an intereft in» and relation toi, 
thefe who are brought near to God^ efpeciaUy fuch 
^s will a& for us in the mount witli God. There 
may be fome young ones here, whofe fathers or 
mothers are ta approach the table of the Lord* 
I would advife them to tell them to mind them 
there. Say, « I cannot go, but, O ! give up my 
name to Cnrift, confent you in my name to the 
xovenant, and tell your covenanted God, I am 
alfox:ontent to be his.' Or, if you have not fa« 
ther or mother, tell any other godly peribn ye 
know. And fo may one diftrefTed Chriftian do 
with another : Song, v.i S. ** I charge you, O 
daughters of Jerufalem ! i£ ye find my Beloved, 
ihat ye tell him that I am fick of love/'-*-^We 
mayobferve, 

2^ How their fafety is ezpttiTed : He laid not his 
hand upon themy that is, did not hurt or deftroy 
them. Gen. xxxvii. ^^. Though they faw God, 
(ver. 10.)^ yet they died not, their lives were pre- 
£ienred» This.imports, that hb might in point of 
juftice have la^d his hand' on^ them. They were 
finful cceatur^ ; I «&ul ^u^'they were on the 

mount 
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mount o£ Gbd^ yet they b^d a: 4it»6il -nature with 
them, which did leave, die tnaUcst)^ it even upon 
what- tliey did there. Put he oTcrlooked their' 
weakncfs, and in ,mtrcy fpared" them. —This in- 
ftru£bs us, that when we are at ou^ bed, if God 
ihould mark our iniquity, we could -not ftand be- 
fore him* Wc are ever in mercy's debt, and cannot 
be one moment fafe ^thout being under the co- 
vert of bk>od. Even in heaven, it is under that 
canopy the faints: will feaft for ever,. Heb. vii. 25- 
— -It alfo imports, that the weight of his hand 
would have cruihed them. If he had but laid it 
en them, k would have done their bufinefs. If 
he had but put forth his hand and touched them 
in wrath, they would have gone like a moth with 
a touch of the hand.-^From this we may learn the 
utter weaknefs iand nothingnefs of the creature be- 
fore the Lord. He can touch it to defl:ru3ion, 
and can frown it baek, when he will, into the womb 
of liothing. Why, then, ihould we ftrive with 
our Maker ? — 'More particularly, that the. greateft 
of men are nothing before the great God : Upon 
the. n^bks, he lead not his hand. Though they caufed 
terror to their inferior fdlow-creatures, they were 
as unaible to bear the terror of God as the meaneft 
in the camp of Ifrael. All 4e& is alike before 
God.— ^ You will obfecve, 

3. How they came to be<fafe^ . The word nobles • 
fignifies feie&, feparate ones, who had been fet 
apart. They were fele^ed out of the covenanted 
body of .the peoj^le^ i» come up into the mount to 
the Lord, at his call. Mofes gets an order for fo 
many toeome up with him, ver. i. Having that 
order, he firft propofes a covenant to the people, 
and they dedats their acceptance, ver. 3.^; then 
he writes the. words of the covenamvand-dbe cove* 
nsmt is moft ^olemndy eotetol intOy .ratified, and 

fealcdi 
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feailed ; there is an altar built to reprefeift Grod in 
Chrift, vi^r. 4* antl twelve pillars to reprefent- the 
twelve bribes. Thus thefe were the parties. Sa- 
crifices were oflFered, ver. 5. fee wing the covenant 
to be founded on the blood of a Mediator. The 
half of the blood was fprinkled on die akarj ver. 6* 
(hewing it. was -not an abfelute God with whom 
they were 10 covenant, but a God atoned by. the 
Mood of iSL crucified Saviout,. Then he read the 
book of die coveflantr thus propofing it to the 
peopk } and their fecond thoughts are as their 
firft, they folemnly confent to it, ver. 7. ; and he 
fprinkles the reft ^f the blood on them, and fo it 
was fealed and ratified. *Theh, after all this, he 
and thefe fele£fced Uders go up to the xnount, in 
«>bedience to the call foocmerly given $ and there 
they faw God, and were fafe notwithftan£ng. 
Thus, their fqparation was their fecurity.— From 
which you may obferve. That there is fafety in 
following God's call, be die calling never fo bagli. 
Had any of the people attempted to have gone 
whither they weAt, diey had finarted for it \ but 
being called, they were fafe. Some, wfaomeafiure 
reverence of God more by dieir own carnal wif- 
dom than hy God^s word, cry out on us for not 
kneeling, but fitting, at the Lord's table. But 
though fitting be a gefture of more familiarity than' ' 
knifing, yet, feeii^ it is inftitut^d, we may ex* 
p&St' more iiafety in. it, tfaan^ in their kneeling, 
wbich^ 9t the I>of d'jB taUe, waiits both precept and 
ei^ami^.— r-We now come to the 

. Second part of the verfe. They were kindly en- 
tertlmed in their s^ipioach: ji^ (or but) tAej/aw 
God, and dU eat and drink.-r^iiert ohfiexyef^ 

I . ' A glorious ::fight which diey got.— rWfaere 
confideri i :• . 

(i.) The obje^i God^ more .largely cxpt^kd. 
Vol. III. Cg ver. 
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ver. lO. ^ The God of Ifrad.*" Not eny vifible 
refembiance of the divme nature, but fome glo- 
cioos appeuranoe and token of God's fpecial pve^ 
fence. Our Lord Jefus Chrift was known to tl^ 
Old-Teftament church hj this name, the God of 
Ifrael. And that this was the Son of God, feems 
rerjr plam from Aat word, ver. !«■ " He fidd^ Come 
vp unto the Lord." Compare ch. xxiii. ao.. — a3. 
with £iod«iii. 7^ — 8. Now, he who fends is die 
Father, and it is ^ £une who fpeaks henC'; and 
be fpeaks of aootber perfon, who iHio is the Lord. 
And, feeix^ we read of his feet, Ter. i6. he ieems 
to ha\«e jppcared in a i^orioas human fhape, as a 
pledge of his £iture incarnatton. Iliis, then, was 
a toott glorious %ht of Jefus Chr^ Nothing is 
lieredetectbed but what was under his feet; chou^ 
the text feeras to intimaoe they £iw mere, 4n in- 
concdvaUe ^iarj which mortals canoot make words 
oL I C onfider, 

(2.) The ad, tity Jaw. This tedtig imports 
&incthiag more than that ih ver* lo* ior it is evi* 
dealt the -Bxil part of the verib reiatfls to that iee* 
ifig, yen lo* And fo 'the feafe requires fome- 
thing more to be in this. Accordiiigly, they are 
difiercat wonds in tfap original } thiai here (ig^ifies 
tD oontemphte and fixe<By behold ; firom it our* 
wond {nxr feems to be denved. .It might be read, 
n$yhebildGod4 impostia|^,ino<;a( traniientgiance, 
bi|t a fixed view.: JohUj^i* 14. ^ And the woid 
Mms made flefli, landilwdt Amoiig 11s 4 and we be^ 
held his glory, :the glory as of me dnly-bogonen 
oif the Fiadier^ iuU ^ grace and truth i** which is 
fliU moae admsr^Uc condefeenfion, snd acooidiag- 
ly it is (^mphftticaHy expreired. 

. Now,'COD&l^>this^asii9llawiag upon the Solemn 
tranfadion of the covenant made by facrifice*-*- 
](|£:hiikl8 OEul to 1189 <:i •) That (he great end of the 

. ' oovenant^ 
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cove;iam, 'next to the dmne glory, is die happii. . 
nefs of the covenanters in feeing and enjoying of 
God. There it is completed. And beyond this 
the creature cannot go. — (a.). That not the fight 
6i an abfolute God, but of a God in Chrift, is 
the covenanters happinefs% None can fee God in 
mercy bwt they, for there is no other way but 
that of the covenant ; and their happy fight is no- 
thing other th^n a fight of God in Chrift. In Chrift, 
a^l the lines of our hope meet for time and etemi-^ 
ty. — Obferve, 

a. A bleffed feaft of which they were partakers t 
They did eat and drink. — Here confided, 

(l.) What they did, they did eat and drink upon 
the mount. They feailed upon the remains of 
the facrifices of the peace-offerings, ver. 5. And 
this in token of their hearty fatisfafiion with the 
covenant now made, their ready acceptance of the 
benefits of it, and their communion with God in 
purfuance of it. Thus believers their feeding on 
Chrifl and goipel-dainties is exprefied in fcripture ^ 
Pfal. xxii. 25. 76. << My praife fhall be of thee 
in the great congregation : I will pay my vows 
before them that fear him : The meek fliall eat, 
and be fatlsfied." Thus they were admitted ^o a 
holy familiarity with God, to cat and- drink in his 
prefcncc : They Jaw him, and they did eat and 
drink. — Coiifider, 

(2.) How they did it, with holy joy and comfort.. 
This is implied in the connedtion, or oppofition 
betwixt the parts of the text. They were fo far 
from being flain with the fight, that they w^j? 
not faithlcfsly frightened at it ;. but, with a bolijc 
compofure of fpirit, they did ea( and dri^k. 
What they faw was not like a cloudy iky to damp- 
them, but as a clear one to refreflx them. Holy 
reverence is neceflary, but faithlf ^{j fears in folem« 
G %i aggroaches 

/ 
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approaches to God, are difpleafing to him, and 
hurtful to our own fouls* for they hinder us from 
eating. Happy they who can believe and fear. — 
From this fubjec^, we may take the following Doc- 
trines, TIZ. 

DocT, I. That a fight of God in Chrift, and a 
holy familiarity with him, with all fafety, is tho 
privilege of God's covepant-people, efpecialljr in 
thefe folemn approaches to wliich he calls them. 

n. That it is a wonder of grace that finful creatures, 
in theit folemn approaches to God^ (be God, and 
are familiar with him^ and yet come off fufe. 

Wr begin with 

DoCT. I. That a fight of God in Chrift, and a 
holy familiarity with him, with all fafety, is 
the privilege of God's covenant-people, efpe- 
ciaUy in thefe folemn approaches to which he 

"calls them. 

In handling this dodlrine'; we (hall, 

I. Shew what is that fight of God in Chrift, 
which is the. privilege of his people in their folemn 
approaches to him. 

II. What is that holy familiarity which is their 
privilege in thtir foiemn approaches to him. And 
then, 

III. Improve the fubjedb. 

We are then, 
I. To (hew what is that fight of God in Chrift, 
which 78 the privilege of his people in their folemn 
approaches to him. — There is a twofold folemn 
approach of God*s people to him. — ^There is a right 
approach, 

t. When God calls them up to the m6unt of 
myrrh, where our Lord abides till the day break, 

Song, 
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Song, iv. &,yyjfhen be callsthem to.come up to the 
bill of God in Immanuers land, v/hert ftands die 
King's pabce, namely, heaven* This call comes to 
4he belieinng foul at death. Then, asRev.iv. i. there 
19 a door opened in heaven to the heaven-born foul, 
tdiiidi i$ now, as it ^ete,. wreftling in a mire of cor- 
rupt fiefli and bipod in the body, and the voiceis heard. 
Come up hither. This will be a folemn approach 
when die foul of die meaneft believer (hall go up 
thither, attended widi. a company of holy angels, - 
and, like Lazarus, be carried by them into Abra* 
ham's boffom, Luke^ xvi. 22.-^ It will come to 
both fouls 'and bodies of believers at the lall day : 
Pfal.' 1. 5. « Gather my faints together unto me } 
thofe that hlivc made a covenant with me by fa« 
crifice.'* And then God's covenanu- people, who 
dwell in the duft, fhall awake from their fl^ep, 
come out of the lowly darkfome houfe of thd 
grave, and enter into the King's palace, Pfal. Ixy. 
-^Then d>ty ftall fee God-in Chrift to the connr-. . 
pleting their happinefs for ever. Th^athey ihali 
be lil&s him^. for they ihalb fee him as he is, 
X John^ VuJQK We knowr little now of this figh6 
m gloiy,lt Cor. ii. 9*; but it vaftly tranfcends-all 
iigfatg'goe'ofihim here;— There it will be imme-i^ 
diate, they (hall ieohim face to face, i Cor..xiii.- 
i.2.-^Perfe£tly transforming, i Jibhn, i. 2. — £ve&i 
killing, without interruption,, without interthiffionJ 
Thwilwttbc evepwitb the Lord. But?oa this-we- 
infiit nbt^-N.There^ arightapprosrch,/ 

z. When God ca& them to come up to' 
dbe mount of ordinances^, to meet him at the 
£icre;4 fcaft, as'tbe luAiksoi lirael in the text^> 
and as we :)t diis time^aris called, to feaft on. the 
great facrifice in- the facramiqnt* 'This is a ib*> 
knui^ap|¥oa€h; Now^ what is the fight of Gqd 
G g J, . ia- 
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in Cfarift which is the priTitkge herr ?-«— As lo tfai$ 
we obferve, 

(i.) T3)at it is. a bdieviog fi^t of God in their 
nature, }ohn,i. 14. (above). The nobles faw die 
Son of God in human fhape, with their bodily 
eyes. But the great^ defign of it was to (hew the 
privilege of the ^intft by ^ith. O glorious fight ! 
to fee God in our nature, the divine nature, in the 
perfon of the Son, united to our n^ure ! O High 
privilege ! to fit at his table, and under the teadi- 
ingofhiS Spirit, to fpdl the glorious name Imrna* 
nuel, God with us. O th^ fweetnefs of every 
letter and fyllable i God, diefountsiin of all holi- 
neft and happinefs, we, the fink of all fin and 
mifcry : yet God with us. The perfonal uni(»i, 
the foundation of the myftieal union ; and fo an 
holy God and finful creatures are united through 
Chrift.— We obferve, 

(a.)That it is a fight of this God in theplaceof his 
fpecial refidence ; on the 'mount to which they were 
imrited to, where he ftdod, as it were, on a pave- 
ment'of fapphire. It Js their privikgis to fee him. 
on the mount of ordinances, at his table, the glo« 
rious place of his feet, Ifa. xxy..6. y. O the high 
privilege of the faints 1 We were all born under 
a fientence oC death, to fee the Lord no more in 
the land of the living, and (as in Haman's cafe, 
Efth. vii. 8.) as the word goea out of the kin^a 
mouth, our face is covered. Some live aH. their 
days in this cafe, come to communion-tables, and 
go away in it. But the believer lading hold on 
the covenant, Cfarift draws off the nce-coveringt. 
and then, with opea face beholding, as in aglaU, 
the glory of the Lord, they are cl:^nged into the 
fame. image, from glory t^ glory^ even as bv the 
Spirit of the Lord, lliey fee the bris^d* the Lord^ 
(3.} It is a fight t>{ the glory of the place 

of 
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of hie feet, ver, lo. It is a promife relating to 
gofpel-days : Ifa. Ix. 13. « The glory of Lebanon 
fliall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, 
and the box together, to beautify the face of my 
fanduary ; and I will make the place of my feet 
glorious." The arl^ in the temple, and gofpel« 
ordinances in the goQ)el-charch.. It is their prir 
▼il^e to fee. a glory there, where the world fee 
none ; to fee a majefty in the facrament, a fpi- 
ritual glory and heavenly luftre in the bread and 
wine at the Lord's taUe, as facred fymbols of the 
body and blood of Chrift, r Cor. xi. 29. This 
glory and majefty iii the oixiinances, muft be dif«- 
cemed by faith $ and becaufe it is beyond the 
ftretch of the natural eye, therefore carnal wifdom 
in Rome, and^ the church of England, has gone a(- 
bout to fupply its place with a great deal of external 
pomp, that may work iipon the fenfes, defacing 
the bmpltcity of the infliitution; But after all, to 
a fpiritual difcerner, the external glory is as far 
below the fpiritual glory, as artificial painting 
would in the eyes of the nobles have been hdow 
the natural cleamefs of the body of heaven« 

(4.) It is a fight of God as reconciled in Chrift. 
They hw Gk)d, and did eiat and drink as in the 
houfe of their friend. This is the fiight to. be feen 
in the gofpel-glafe, 2 Cor. v. i8.->-20w A re- 
frefliful fight to a foul pained with the ftiog of 
guilt. Cbrift has died, and his blood has quenc^k- 
ed the fire of God's wrath agai)nft the finner ; fo 
that when on the mount he looks to the Lord^ 
he fees as it were a clear (ky under his feet > A 
fure token, that the ftorm is blown over, that 
there is peace from heaven, and an oflended God 
is reconciled to us through his own Son. 

(5.) It is a fight of God as their God. Thej ftw 
the God of Ifrael. Here by the furpaffing Iwfic^t* 

nela 
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nefs of their fight. Such a fight got Tbomas,. 
when hts faith got up above his unbelief: John,. 
XX. 28. ^ My Lord, and my God/' And for 
this fight is the facrament efpeciaHy appointed,, 
that the child of God may ia)s ^ I Kve by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loTed me, and gave him* 
feif for me,'' Gal. ii. 2d. The nature of the ordi- 
nance leads to it, i^hich brings the word preach- 
ed^in the general' to every believing conmiunicant 
in particular : *« This ia my body) broken for you." 
Jjaftfyy It »^a fi^ht of tranfcendenc glory in him. 
Nothing is defcribed but what was under his feet. 
For fearch the univevfe, there \s no petfon, no 
dung' like him. Even what was iMudcv his feet, 
is defcribed to have been as a fapphire ftone. But 
the beft things on eavch aie not fu^ffieient to-fet 
forth the ^ory ensea of this, and therefore it is ad^ ' 
dedi ** as iC it were the body of heajven in his clear* 
nefs.'* nicy who fee him, fee thar of which- thef 
wa. never fee the like.- 

Ws are now, 
U. Tofhew what is that holy iiim^ianty which - 
is the prhrilege of God's pei^k in their fblemi^ ap* 
pxiaclvKs to him.-— It is a believing, holy, humble 
ireedom before their Lord I Ephef. iii. fa; ^^Jn- 
whom we have- boldneft and acc^fs, whh confi- 
deiS9e» bf the faith ofhun.*^ hi the- f^ht before 
us, the Kftfe of their owm unwoi^thmeis^ and* 9 
%hit of his glory, did not mar* their fakh, nor 
pttt them in an unbelievfti^ frame. They did eat 
amd drinks neither, did mc famifiarity' of £akh 
mar their l^y fear, or make them forget their di- 
ftance ; compare v. i . where they ware commanded • 
to worihi^^r-oiS^' whicb^ no diMibt they did^ V 
tvill ijsentiotf fom^ inftance^ ofrfaisitoi^y aUoiyed 
them. 

i.They 
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T. Thfy were allowed to come forward to God, 
when others muft (land back, Ifa. Ivi. 6. 7. ; when 
others muft abkfc at the foot of the hill, (and it is 
at their peril if they venture forward), believers 
may come up to the mount, and are welcome. 
They have a token from the Mafter himfelf : Song, 
V. I. " Eat, O friends ! drink, yea drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved !" 

2. They were allowed to feaft on the facrifice fet 
before them. Chrift the facrifice typically flain, and 

;^ believers are allowed to feaft on this facrifice, to 
eat his flefli and drink his blood ; to make a be- 
lieving application of a whole Chrift to their own 
fouls for their fpiritual nourifliment : <5 Take, eat, 
this is my body, broken for you." You know 
what it is to feed your eyes on fome pleafant objeft 
that is your own. The covetous man <:an feed 
his eyes on his bags of money. So believets are 
allowed to feed dieir eyes on Chrift j beholding, 
and delighting in Chrift ; folacing themfelves 
with his fweetncfs, and the fwectnefs of every 
part of the myftcry of Chrift. 

3. They were allowed to converfe with God free- 
ly, as one at the table of his friend. The peace 
being made by accepting of the covenant, the 
nobles were, and all believers are, fet down to 
the feaft in token of their communion with him : 
I John, i. 3. « And truly our fellowftiip is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift." The 
believer has liberty to tell the Lord all his mind, 
Ephef. iii. 12. (quoted above) •, to unbofom him^^ 
felf to a gracious God, and point particularly at 
what he would have, what he would be quit 
of. « What is thy petition ?" fays the King at the 
feaft. 

4. They were allowed to be in his fecrets, to 

fee 



d by Google 



3^2 TUE^DISTINOUISHIHG PRIVILEGE 

fee what others have no accefs to. Theyyiw 
God. Believers are allowed to fee the glory of hi» 
pcrfon, John, i. 14, (above). The glory of hi* 
covenant : Pfal. xxv. 14, " The fecret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him, and he will fhow 
them his covenant." — ^The glory of ht& redeeming! 
his everlafting love to them : Jer. xxxi. 3. " I have 
loved thee with an everlafting love." — ^Lh& hidden 
glory of his word : Luke, xxiv. 32. " And they faid 
one to another, Did not our hearts bui:n within us,, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the fcripturjcs ?" — Hence, 

Laftly^ They were allowed to lay all their 
wants on him. When believers come to the 
mount, in his light they fee Ught clearly, and at 
bis table they are fed. Chrift fays to. bis guefts, 
as Judges, xix. 20. « Peace be on thee ; howloevcr, 
lejt all thy wants lie upon me," Pfek Iv. %2y 
« Caft thy burden upon tlie Lord, and be (ball 
fuftain thee/' The Lord allows hi6 people to lajK 
all their burdens upon him ; — the burden of their 
*debc, the guilt of fin, he will anfwer for if^j-^thc 
burden of the ftrength of fin : Micah, viL 19. 
♦« He will fubdue our iniquities." — The burden 
of their duties,, and throughbearing in the way 
of God : 2 Cor. xii. 9. " My grace is fufficient for 
thee: for my ftrength is made perfect in weaknels." 
— The burden of ajfflifiions, croflcs, trials : Ifa. xHii. 
2. " When thou pafTcft through the waters, I will 
be with thee," &c. — The burden of tlieir families: 
Jer. xlix. 11. "Leave thy fatherlefs children, I 
will prcferve them alive i and let thy widows truft 
in me." — The burden of their fouls for time and for 
eternity : Ifa. xlvi. 4. " And even to your old age, 
I am he : and even to hoar hairs will I carry you : 
I have made, and I Will hear Jl circn I will carry, 
and will deliver you." 

Wfi 
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We now come, 

III. And laft place, to make fome practical im- 
(jTOvement. — And as a faitable improvement, we 
may obferve, that this do£^rine, like the cloudy 
pillar, has a dark and a bright fide. — ^t)ark to 
thofe that are not in the covenant. — Bright tp all 
<Jod'3 covenanted people. 

I* It has a daric fide to all 'naloral men, {faran- 
gers to the covenant, who are none Of God's cove- 
nant, people. — Such are thefe, 

( I .) Who arc grofsly ignorant of the do£lrine 
of the covenant. It is a promife of the covenant : 
John, vi. 45. « It is written in the. prophets, an4 
they ihaR be all taii^t of God, Every man, 
therefore, -diat hath heard and ha$ learned of the 
Father, comcth to me." And therefore, fuch 
as are not thus taught, are not in it. No peribn 
ftumblfs in the Wark ii^o this covenant. 

^2.) Thofe who never found the intolerable 
^weight of the firft covenant, the law. Ye can- 
not be in both covenants at once,' Rom. vii. 4. 
And if ye be brpueht into the fecond, ye have 
found the yoke of the firft intolerable? : Gal. H. 19. 
« For i through the law am dead to the law, 
that I might live unto God." Ye have been awa- 
icened to fee your natural mifery, and your utter 
Hiabill^ to help ycmrfclves by your doing or fuf- 
fefing J to defpair of falvatidn in any o&cr way, 
but through the obedSqnce ^nd death of a Re- 
deemer i 

(3^) Thofe who were never yet pfcafed ^ith 
tlie frame of the covenant 9s God made it^ who in 
aH their pretended clofing with Chrift, have ilill 
had fome fecret referves as to ^ome beloved luft, 
•or as to flie cfofei 

(4.) T^iofc 'who are ftill in league with Aclr 
Inftsjflieir hearts never divorced from them : « U 
Tc take me," fays Chrift, *< let thefe go away.'* 

If 
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If Chrift get the throne, the moft beloved lufts 
will be crucified.-— It has a dark fide to you as long 
as you continue in this ftate. It accordingly fays 
to you, 

If you fee God at all, it will be a dreadful fight 
▼ou will get of him. It will be the fight of an 
abfolute God out of Chrift, breathing out fury 
and vengeance againft you. And he that is a re- 
frefiilng fun to others, will be a confuming fire 
to you. And how will you be able to abide this 
fight ? Ifa. xxxiii. 14.— It fays again. Though 
you come to his table, you cannot come in &fety. 
xou run a dreadful rilk while you go thither^ 
breaking up into the mount^ without a warrant 
from the Lord, And it is a dangerous bufinefii 
for an unHoly foul to be found on holy ground^ 
I Cor. xi. ap.-r-It fays alfo. Though. ye fit down 
at the feaft, ye cannot tafibe the fweetnefs of it, 
the fap and juice of it, namely, a fight of God in 
Chrift as your own God i and a holy familiarity 
with him as fuch will be denied you. For what 
have ye to do with the x:ovenant*feaft, vtiio are 
ftrangers to the covenant itfelf ?— It (ays, laftly. 
If ye fiwch at the faints familiarity with God, 
you put forth your hand to that to which you have 
po right, and zo beyond God's allowance. Re« 
member, Matth.' xy.. 26. << It is, not meet to take 
the children's bread, ^nd to caft ijt to <)pg^'' And 
therefore you can expe^ no other than this en- 
tertainment : Matth. xxii. 12. << Friend, how 
cameft thou .in hither, not havipg a wedding-gar- 
ment ? and he ^as fpeechlefs."-^But as this text 
and doctrine has a dark fide to thofe who are not 
in the covenant, 

2. It Has a bright fide to all God's covenant- 
people. Here is y^our; privilege, O covenanters I 
yD|i who are favingly in covenant. Ye are qome 
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into the covetianf , ye arc divorced from the bw : 
Rom. vii. 4. <« Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chriftt 
that ye fhould be married to another, even to him 
who is raifed from the dead, that we (hould bring 
forth fruit unto God." If divorced from the lawy 
ye have given it fair count and reckoning at part* 
mg, and fallen on a way of payment to it i for 
the covenant to which you now belong was not 
made but by iacrifice* , Some are like an ohftinate 
woman, who will not fttr out of her huiband's 
houfet ikov^ he fiiould flay her ; thefe are defpe- 
rate ones. Some like a fooiiib woman, who runs 
away from her huiband, without fuing out a dt* 
vorce, or reckoning with him for the wipngs.done 
to him; thefe. are the prefumptuous, whom the 
law will bring back from the horns of the altar. 
But Chrift's fpoufe, at parting with die law, ac- 
knowledged all its demands juft 4 but being fcn- 
fible of utter inability to pay, goes to Chrift as 
the great cautioner, and turns it over upon him 
for all,— Jf divorced from the law, the law alfo 
will be dead to you. Where one is divorced from 
the firit hulband, he is as dead to her. The dream 
of your comfort by the. law will be dried up, 
and it will flow from Chrill alone. You will re- 
joice in Chrifl; Jefus, and have no confidence in 
Ihc fleih- You will not draw your comfort from 
your repentance,, refolutions, vows, or'reformation ; 
but from the application of the blood of the cove- 
nant- 

2# If ye be coifie into the covenant, your league 
with yoiur lufts are broken. Though Co cleaves 
doic to you^ your hearts are loofed from it, and 
turned againft it, Rom. vii. 17. You will hate 
it for itfelf, for its contrariety Jo the holy nature 
and law of your covenanted God^ and not for 
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the grievous confequences of it on yourfelf ontf. 
It will be to you as the fetters on the captive, he 
cannot get Ipofe of them ; but 'well he knows thej 
are not his choicei though' they were of goid. — 
Your hearts will be loofed trom all fin, your 
hearts will hat^ it univerfally : Ffat. exit* i iB* 
^ I hate every £alfc way.*' You will have a fpo- 
cial eye for evil on your iniquityi {o that you wiU 
gladly yield the offending right eye to be plucked 
out, and give your confent to the <iutting off of 
the rigbtJband idol.— r In a word, yod have taken 
Chrift, not for>a (helter to your fins, but for a de** 
ftroyer of them, i Cor. i. 30. Your bufincfs with 
the Mediator of the covenant will be as much' for 
fan&ification as juftification, to partake iof; his ho- 
Imefs as Well as his righteoufnefs, his S|Hrit as 
well his blood, Matth. 1. 21. "^ 

Lajliyj Ye have come into the covenant^ if ye 
have the covenanter's mark. The beaft has his 
mark, and many are fond of it^is day. Chrift 
has alfo his mark; which he fets on his covenant* 
people. — There is the ear-mark: John, x. 27. 
" My Iheep," fays he, "hear my voice^ and I 
Jcnow them, and they follow me.'' See alio £xod.« 
XXIV. 7. Chrift bores jthe ears of all that are his. 
They are taught of God, an4 have taken Chrift 
for their teacher 5 they have a certain fenfe fuitcd' 
to difcem Chrift's voice from that of others, a- 
greeable to their new nature : *« A ftranger they 
will not follow." They know the voice of their 
Beloved, Song, ii. S. They look to him to be 
taught the way in which they (hould go ; their 
ears are open, and their hearts willing to know 
his will, that they itiay doit. They wilh lohaVe 
fhown them his truths, his ways, and ordinances, 
that they may cleave to them, A^s, ix. 6L— Again, 
There is the fire-mark : Luke, xiv. 26. 27. «< If 
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any man come to me> and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and (Hlers, yea, and his own life, alfo, he cannot 
be my difciple. And whofoever doth not bear 
his crofs, and coflie after me, cannot be my dif- 
ciple/* He reconciles all his to the crofs ; and 
they, are content to follow him at all hazards, and 
arc fully rcfolved to follow the Lamb, whitherfo- 
cver he goeth. Rev. xiv. .4. ; to fide with him^ 
whoever fide againft him. being determined 
neither to be bribed nor boafted from him. Now, 
this do£trine has a bright fide to all fuch, and be- 
fpeaks them, as from the holy mount in this man- 
'ncr : 

1. Come up hither to the Lord. Rife, the 
mafter calleth you to the feaft at his table. Gome 
in, ye bleied of the Lord, to Chrifl's banqueting- 
houie, why ftand ye without? Trample on all 
your doubts, whether they arife from the heaven 
above you, or from hell within you, and come 
forward to that God whofe covenant you have l^id 
hold on. 

2. If you open your eyes, ye .fiiall get a glo- 
lious fight of God in Chrift. A fight which witt 
'be fatisfying, and will darken all created glory. 
Though but bread and wine appear at his table, 
a greater than Solomon is there. Only believe ; 
faith is the eye of the foul. Let us not have oc- 
cafion to challenge your hearts after this commu- 
nion . with that which. Chriil faid, John, xu 39* 

*« Take ye away the done." 

3. Ufe a holy freedom in Chrift's- houfe, for 
he allows you. And do not reckon yourfelf a 
ftranger at his table, feeing tlie feaft. is to confirm 
the covenant. Song, v. i. Make a believing ap« 
plication of all the benefits of his puachafe. S^y 
firil. of all^ Songi v. i6. *f Thi^. iS' my bekpved, 

Hhz. > and 
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and this is my friend *y* and dien conclude^ that 
with him all is yours. 

Li^lyi Fear not, O trembling foul I Entertain 
indeed a profound reverence of God^ but away 
with your faithlels fears, which confufe and dif- 
"^corapofe the foul on the mount with God, Rc- 
member> upon the nobles he laid not his hand^ 
Being in tte covenant, you are under a covet t of 
blood, and, by virtue, of it, may afluredly expc£l 
Safety. — Here fomc may propofe tlus quellion^ 
How {hall we manage that we gtt tins fight ? To 
which Tanfwer, 

Be exercifed to take up the covenant in a fuit* 
able manner, ver. 4.— i. Take fome time this 
night by yourfclvcs, kr\A confider the corcbant* — 
your undofte ftate without it,-^thc (Ititablenefs of 
U to your cafe, — the abfalute ncceffity tyf being in 
it. Labour to underiland it, and ^examine youv- 
fclvcs, as to your willingnefs to come into it,— 
Solemnly enter this night into the covenant, ver. 
3. Though ye have done it before, do it a^ain, : 
and do it with more heartinefs, ver. 7^ Let tliis 
fdlemn tranfaftion with God go before your fo- 
lemn apptoach, and do not ventiite to fet God's 
feal to a blank, to fit down at his table, while yfe' 
liave not honcftly accepted of hjs covenant. — ^A- 
•l^ain, fprinkle the blood of the facrifice on yonr 
ifoulS) before ye venture to go forward, ver# 
8. Apply Chrift's Uood by faith to your own 
fouls, laymg the weight of all your guift over up- 
on it ; believing firmly,* that it is folEcient to 
purge you from all fin ; and in this ^ay come for- 
ward to the Lord with holy boldaefs, under thb 
coverf of this blood.— Once ntoic, (hake off all 
worldly thoughts and afie£lions; labour to be in 
a heavenly frame: the nd>le& left the croud at the 
foot of the hiU» smd Went nip iuto the snounr^ 

Put 
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Piit oflF your (hoes» when you come on this holf 
ground* — Still farther, come forward under a due 
lenfe of the command of God; they went up becaufe 
they were called, and fo muft you from confcience 
of ChriftV command : '< Do this in remembrance 
of me/' Labour to^ have the fenfe of this com«» 
mand increafed upon your fpirits, as neccffary to 
produce fuitable obedience^ — ^Laftiy, open the 
eyes of faith, and look ; the mouth of faith, and eat 
what is fet before your foul there, a flain Saviour, 
witkall his benefits. Amen. 
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GOSPEL PRIVILEGES. WONDERS OF, 
GRACE. 



SERMON LXV. 



ExoD. xxiv. II. And upon the nobles of the chtl* 
dren of Jfrael he /aid not his hand: alfo tbej faii; 
Gcdyanddid eat and drink. 

HAviKG, in the preceding difcourfe, confi- 
dered the firft doftrine taken from thelc 
vrords^ we go on to a ihort illuftration of 

DocT. II. That it IS a wonder of grace, that fm- 
ful creatures, in their folemn approaches to God, 
are favoured with fpecial (ights of, and an holy 
famiKariiy wkh him, and yet come off fafe. 

In fpeaking to this point, we ihall^ 

I. Shew that it is a wonder of grace, that fin- 
ful creatures are admitted to fee God, and to be 
familiar with him. 

II. Shew that it fs a wonder that in their folemn 
approaches, and when tbej are thus faYOured, 
Uiey yet come off fafc* 
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in. Explain how ft comes to pafs, Aat their 
fafety, when thus favoured, is fecttted.'— And 
then, ' 

V IV* Maksfomeihort improirement. 

•WEaHe, . ^ ■ '■ r 

L To ihew that it b a wonder of grace that 
finfiil brcatures- are admitted to fee. God, and be 
familiar with him. We think we need fay little 
for proof of this. Only confider, 

I • The infinite diftance that there is between 
God and the creature in re(|>e£k of pcrfeftion. 
The diiiance betwixt an angel and a mothis bat 
finite ; but betwixt God and us the diftance i's 
infinite. And thcreibre, no wonder that when 
beholding the glorious perfe&xons of God, we 
dwindle into nothing in our own eyes, and fay 
with. Abraham, Gen. xviii. 27. ** Behold now, we 
have taken upon us to fpeak unto the Lord, which 
are but duft and aihes \" and cry out with SoIo« 
ihon, I Kiilgs^ viii. ^7. << But will God indeed 
dwell Qii the eaith? behold, the heaven, and 
heaven of heavens, cannot contain Oiee; how 
much lefs this houfe that I have builded i" Re- 
member, ye faints, that though God has laid by 
. his enmity, he retains his fovereignty over us $ 
and therefore it is admirable condefcenfion^ that 
he is pleafed callow us to fee him,; and to en- 
joy holy familiarity with him. — Confider, 

a. That it is the fame God who is fuch a fe« 
Vcrc and drcadfuK avenger of fin : Pfal. v. 5. «Thc 
fopliih fhall not ftand in thy fight : thoahateft att 
workers of iniquity." Habak. i. 13. ^Thoii ait 
of purer eyes than to behold evil| and"* canft not 
kok on iniquity,'* This fame God who allows 
his covenant-people a fi^ of his glory^and aho« 
Ij faniliarity with him 90 the-moiint of ordinan- 

CC8> 
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<|e$, U he who Aruft Adam out of paxadifi, — 
frowned th^ Qld wqrldr«-*rained fife and briniftoiie 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah. He who gives fome 
the cup of falration at his taJbiki is Xtit' fame who 
makes others, of their fellow-creatures drink the 
wine-<up of hi^ fury. He who makes fome feaft 
in his prefence, is the fame from' whc^ prefence 
other&.^aU be. punifited with evedafting deifaruc- 
liou. 

We arc, 

IL To (how that it is a won<fer of grace that 
feiful creatures, in their ibkmn approaches to God, 
and when they are thus favoured, come off fafe«^ 
-rrThis will appear if we confider, . 

I. The infinite holinefs and fpotlefs purity o£ 
that .God before whbm the finful creature appears. 
He is glorious in holinefs, and fearful in praife^ 
Ezod XV. 1 1. Even angelical purity is dim in his 
light, and is a fort of imparity, when compared^ 
with the infinite hoHnefs of Gk>d9 Job, xy. 15. 
Even they are chargeable with folly in his fig^t f 
potential folly, (diough not aSual), a kind of 
unperfe£iion infeparable from the nature of the 
creature, in any ftate whatibever: Job, iv* i& 
^ Behdd, he put no truft into his feryants ; sind 
his angels he charged with foUy,'^ (Hebrew, He 
puts, chargeth). And therefore, even theconfihn-^ 
cd angcH cCver their . feet with thek wings, Ifil; 
vi. 2. a« if tlicy would tell us that perfe£l created 
'halihefs->is biitaidark and fmoaky light before un- 
^a^ted .3iotinefs.< Shhiing: holinc£ iti ^foine p£ 
the taints on earth, has a daTnpi|:)g. power with, 
k. ' The: vbry fight oLono tliat convincingiy walks 
dole with: God,- Is enuighi to {tr^ke ,a< damp aa 
the heart o£, a Wb profe^r oi apQftate. < How 
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much more may the fight of infinite hofincfs ftrike 
the mod fpiritUal faints to the ground ! — Gonfider, 
2 That the beft carry a finfal nature even up 
into; the mount with them. Paul, rapt up to the 
third heavtns, brought a finful nature down with 
him a^in^ an evidence he had carried it up, 
7, Cor. xii. 7. Look on thyfelf> O faint { in thy 
ueareft approaches, and thou wilt fee the humbling 
.fight). a (infu^he^rt, life, and lips, Ifa. Ixiv. 6.; 
iin, woven into thy very nature, mixed with thy 
flefh.^nd bl^ood, msJdng a vile body, Phil, iii* 21. ; 
funk into the marrow of thy fpirit, and difFufed 
tlirough thy whole foul. And then canft diou ceafe 

' to fay, a& in Lam. iii. aa. ** It is of the Lord's 
.luercies. that we are not confumed, becaufe his 
compa^ons fail, lipt". Is it not a wonder of 

• graces i^9l hell,.fo near heaven^ has not funk with 
its ownweight ?-^Confideri 

3. That finful creatures never mifs to leave the 
xnaicks of their foul feet, even when they arc on 
holy grouixd : Roip. vii. 21. **l find then a law, 
that when I would do good, evil is prefcnt with me*" 
Peter falls a rovinj^ eveii on the mouht, LukeVix. 
33. Even in th^ grcateft light which ever fltonc 

^^bput the faints, they never vnjotc a line fo iiair, 
but there was a blot ia it. The ; facrifieea Tih^ 
carried up to the mount wi^h the nobles, for God 
knew t^ey^would need them even there. And if 
ye wiUlook back to your carriage, when at aco&« 
munion-itable, you will fee fu.ch mifmanagements, 
as may make jou wppdet that he lafd not bis hand 
up^n you.'" — Confider> 

4. The particular; jeaioufy which God has mani- 
fefted about his wodhtp. Therefore Joihua told 
the peoplp^ chsip.. xxiv. 19. « Yc cannot fervc 
the Lqrd ; fpr he is an holy God 3 he is a jeiiloU9 
-Qod ; he will not jforgive your tranfgreifions, nor 

li your 
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Jour fins.*^ And he lutnfeif declared^ ^* he woukf 
€ (anAified in them that come nigh him, and be- 
fore alt the people he will be glorified,** Lev. x. 3, 
And upon this he wrote a commentary, with a 
flaming evidence, in the blood of Nadab aad Abi- 
. hu^ even two of (hefe on whom he laid not his hand 
at this time. A (Tip in: the holy ground is moft 
dangerous and provoking in its own nature. To 
affront a. king in his palace ,1 his prefiince-cham« 
ber, or oh his throne, ftirs up his anger wkh a 

Sculiar 'kdeunefs. How; dear did the -men of 
^thfhemeih pay for a look, i Sam. vi. 19. ; Uz- 
zah, for a touch, 2 Sam., vi. 6. 7. ; Annan ias 
andSapphira, for a'word, Afts, v. Now, who 
is able to iland before the piercing eye of his 
*jeak)ufy ?. Is it nota wbnder of his grace> that the 
fire of his indignation burns not up finful crea. 
tures in their folemn approaches to hibi? — Cpnfi- 
der, ..:...'•.' ' • 

5. That there is a^ folenm awfulncfe about the 
very ordinance^ of grace, which the finner could 
not bear if he were not fupported, Dan. x. 8.9. 
.«*-i9. 'PftiL Irviiiv 35. « ^^[;j^^ • *o** ^^^ ^^r- 
rible out of thy holy:pkcH."^t|[9cob underftood 
this when he had one bf the moft comfortable 
fights which' evei< mortal had : Gen. txviiu 17. 
«< And he was* afraid, and faid. How dreadful is 
this placed This is none other but the houfe of 
•God, and this is the gate of heaven." The very 
.throne of grace (lands ^n jfuftice and judge- 
ment, which are its habitation, Ffah Irxxtx. 14^ 
(Hebrew, its bafe ; the covenant founded on 
i3lood, the blood of his own Son. All our mer. 
cies from the throne are dyed red in the blood of 
a Mediator . Thou caniVnot have a jpracious loott 
from I the throne, but through the Redeemer's 
wounds I nor a pardon^ but wl^at' is written widi 

his 
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liis blood. So that fuch fights are fufficient to 
make t>nc faint iway, if they are not fopported by 
grace. — Confider, ' 

Lafilji That the emanations of thfc divine glory 
n^ould overwheltti finners, burft the earthen vei- 
Fels, if ^ ghicious God did^not gracioufly fupport 
them. Some have felt this, when they have been' 
<nade_ to cry to xht Lord to hold his hand, for 
that the earthejn pitchers were able to hold no 
more. We know not what fpirit we are off. It 
id our tticrcy we fee -bat through a glafs darkly, 
and not face to face now \ for fleih and blood can. 
not ihherit the kingdom of God, i Cor. xv. 50. 
The flefli and* blood of a giant would not be able to 
bear that glory now. And therefore, it is obfer- 
Ted as an inftance of his goodnefs. Job, xxvi. 9. 
-•« He holdeth back the face of bis throne, and 
fpre'adeth his cloud upon itf^ t 

We now go on, 

III. To explain how it comes to pafs that the 
fifety of God's people, when thus favoured, is fe- 
cured. — It is fo, 

I. Becaufe they ^re God*s covenant-people by 
marriage with his Son. They are married to 
Ghrift, and the Son of the Father's bofom is their 
huibahd. He has all freedom in bis Father's 
houfe, and fo it cannot be a ftrange houfe to 
them, Where he fits, his fpoufe may (land fafe- 
ly at his hand : Pfal. xiv. 9. « Upon thy right 
hayid did Hand the queen in gold of Ophir."* 
They have freedom in the houfe of God, in the 
right of their Hufband. He Has brought them up 
into his chariot of the covenant \ and this has ac- 
cefs to drive up into the mount, while it pro- 
cures all fafety to thofe who are in it, ** being 
paved with love,*^ Bong, iii. 9. 1 o. 
_ 2. Becaufe they come- up under the covert of 

the 
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the . Redeeiper'e blood, H^. xU. 22.-24. By 
faith, tikcy hiaye the propitiation, whewby God is 
atoned, and becomes their friepd, Rcco. iii. 25. 
The ileQi .of a ^ain Sayiour is a fu£<;ient Anreen 
froiji divine wrath, ^nd bis red garments form the 
canopy under which they may fafely feaft while 
on the mounts — ^Their fafety is fecured, 

3. 3ecaufe God looks on them as in his own 
Son, and not as in themfely^$ ; apd fo after a fort 
he overlooks ^eir infiirmhies : Numb* :ixiii. ai. 
<« He hath not beheld iniqiiity in Jacobt ndtber 
bath he feen perverfeneff Ui Ifrael/' He loc^doa 
them in Adam, their firft teprefentative, and fo 
drove them out of Uis prefen^;^ i but now he Ipqks 
i}pon theni Jn Chrift ^s their bead, and fo brings 
them in again. And, O ! but they look fair in 
bim, each qoe refembles the fon pf .a king. In 
Jeius they are complet!g).Colof. ii. 10. Sot^ iy. 7. 
*' Thou art all fair, my love j there is no fpot in 
thee."— They are fafe, 

4. Becaufe, though tliey be unclean creatures, 
they come up into the mount, to bathe in the 
fountain opened there, for fin and for unclean- 

. nefs, Zech. xiii. i. They come to the blood ^i 
fprinkling* A phyfidan will uot driv^ away his 
patient, becaufe his running, fotes drop, in his 
chamber. I will bear with th\s, fays he, for the 
poor man is come to get himfclf healed. — Tbcir 
fafety is fecured, 

Lqftiyf Becaufe it is the end of the covenant, 
to bring them to God. Ja^ob might well promife 
himfelJF to fee Jofeph, when the waggons were 
come from him for that fvery end, to bring him to 
him. Gen. xlv. 27. 28. The coveftant look^ very 
very low, as low as the earth, to iecure the belie- 
ver's daily bread, Ifa. xxxiii. 16. Nay, into the 
bowels ot the earth, to bring forth his. dead body, 
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«iouldered into aflies : " I am the GoH of Abraham^ ' 
Nay, as low as hell : << And thou haft delivered my 
foul from the loweft hell,'' Pfal.lxxxvi. 13. Audit 
looks .very high, tohring the believer up into the 
midft of the mount of ei^oyment with God in ordi- 
nances, nay, to the tap of the mount, to bring them 
to where uie Lord of glory dwells, where they 
fludl fee him as he is : Ifa. xxxiii# 17, « Thine 
eyes fliaU fee the Eong in his beauty : jthey ihall 
iKihOld the land that is very, far off.'' 

It only remains, that, 

IV. Wemakefome improvement of this fab* 
jca. . . 

I. Iiet U8» then/never more think Ughtlyof folemn 
^^roachesl to God« whether in priviite or in pu«: 
falic ordinances.1 O J it is. fad .to think of our tzfbr 
nefs in venturingrOR holydutie*', not confidering 
tlut in tbefe we fift ourfelves in the awful pii^fence . 
of Crod : Ecd. V. I. « Keep thy foot when thoa 
goeft into the houfe of God, and be K^Qr^e teady 
to hear than to give the facri6ce of fools," :Wtbeii- 
ever we are to go to God^ we ihquld > confider 
where Mfe are going, put off our (hoes,* for the 
place-is holy. Were we thus frequently ezercifed^ 
we wpuld have ay>ie.apcef%to pq^^in our ordinar- 
-ry afi^roaches. .-. . . 

2. 'Xiet ihls commend Ghrid andf the covenant 
to vkif efpecially tO;tbofe who ftand off frotn hiyn 
and Us.GOv^nant^ . It is in.tfa«. ^Mediator the fin-, 
nev 9tiay.tneee with* .God ia: peace ; ' JFjor Jefus is 
our peace» Ephef. ii. 14» ' It is within ttie boIld^ 
of. the^ (Kweniantf ,.he h.ikkbom ^avenging wfajiu* 
There i0}^O':f^ty without it> .God >viU be a con- 
fui^ipg fy^ to %ll who live^qd, die^ out of . Cl^rift; 
^nd the covenant. * , , .'^ ' 

Hearken, ye'c^reltfs-fpeaatiorsi and be vO^ at 
Vol. III. Ii * length. 
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length. Are ywi refolred to have no part m- 
Chrift and the covenaf|)t, that ye keep fe £ar frofn 
the placQ of his feet, and the feal of his covenant. 
-^Confider^ you alibnraft come before God. You 
nntft die and come hrfovt the tvibunaL Cbuld 
yw fecinre yourfehree a place to be mere oabolc* 
er9f when the reft of ihe world are dving about 
wu I and when the woidd fhalt ftand before she 
jitdgemeiii-fadt, theit ptiihaps yiau might be allowed 
to be mere fpeAatord crn fiieh anoccaSa^aitMs. 
But it will not be fo. Tou mud take your part 
with the reft. And what wiM it be 10 gift the firft 
figiMr of your Judge ihein wMi wliom yon might 
have been accepted, but would not? — Confi£erf 
if it it be a tmtie^^ (ttA awfolMemiuiy to ap. 
pi«9oh the ^eme of gtaeC) Urbal w'lH it be 10 
itaad before ^ dirone of a^en^ng jwftice ?^ If k 
btll» foltewm to* cotBt op into imM« SioOi wheve 
oomm^oft b to be had with God m Ghiilft, what 
\^ it bo M> come to movat Siiibi> whene thevo is 
Aidh bladimefd) darknefs, and tempeft, ae wM con- 
ftymd iiie advet&f i^es of the I.ord ? Blefe m>t yMiiu 
r?lv4» that you hiiv'e not gOne up imo tfie moomt, for 
monumeiitfr^ }ttAice yO«i fhiil be, if you be not 
thus rMfsatjhetm o^ gracc-^Ccmfidcr, what mad- 
nefs ii» i» to Vth tip the hee> ag»»iA Cod> the 
Jiveight of whofe hand can crufli you aS' a mfsA. 
'^PPOtiM ll flck be yourwrfdcmi fe» lie do^^ti; among 
ttedtA ofbisfAfe^ t^ Appvdftch iKtiA ^dughht» 
S«Ms s^d i)%the M^ of Mb eoveMi4«, treitMibgy 
if f(» be that h&Mayi bS' pleafcd'tO' ^t^^sdi OM the 
gMm fe^ft<e, afid fate yoiuf Uife > N^y, etmfe fm- 
M^atdl yeti ftt^^v^ to ^fftllehold of aa* oAMtd> C&rift 
atfd eovilkiaM. Iie« iiot hitf ff^pms^ 4e$c¥ j^t 
fi^m him^. Aa the l^d^ ^ vho f a«« ))f &im^ki 
^id, fo reafonye. 

V Jv i^u^ltfaift^MiD H^rl&iOi tlm up)8tt u^he 

has 
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bas not laid his kand$ diat yre have 'i^t left it 
aamc W ihe place, Peres, frwn the Lwrd*g iai»* 
king a br^ch upoti us ; but that we may fet up 
a .pillar here, and call it Sbene^er* There iM 
been ftran^ fire offtred to the Lord here ;tfai$^ 
diy \ wrong touches given to the ark ; unworthy 
communicating, faitMefS) fearlefgj ftupid, Confu^ 
fed, and hypocritical maaagemetits ; who dar« 
fay they have made no (tumble on the mount i 
The bread and wine in the facrament hate as 
^ep relative holinefii as tlie drk had ; but had 
i^ye^itors ^nd communicams beim taken up a« 
hot for their profene looking to the one, as tht 
men oiP Bethfiiemefli. wtgre for their looking to the 
o^r, tfcete had been a fad light among us em 
now. Gtory be to our gva<$ioud Ood, that *0A 
m& ke bath not kid his hand. 

4. Let us knig f0t tbatdaj which wlH put tit 
end to our finfulne^ weakneu, snd imperfe^lkitt^ 
when we fliall fee him as he is, without ailj dan* 
gerof finning or fuffcring, which is far oetter^. 
Phil. i. 2^^. It would \k a token for good that w^ 
had feen the Lord, if we were now longing fot 
thatblefled day. 

litfifyy Let us apply our felvea, to the duties- 
which a gracious God calls for at our hands.— 
And, 

f . Is there any among trs who Ijave been admittett 
to an lioty familiarity with <>od ? Spng> i. 4. 'Kwn^ 
•^ Wonder ^t the freedom of grace, and be thanks 
ful that ev^r the like of yoa ^ould hare corns fa 
far forward: 2 Sam. rii. 18. " Who am I, O 
Lord God ! and what is my houfe, that thou haft 
brought me hitherto ?'* — Double your w^tch, and 
walk very ibftly, being careful to keep your near* 
utfu, Song,.iii. j. Ifa. xxxviii. i5.--*If there be any 
, J i 2 fpeciaL 
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ipecisilemmd to the throne foi yoar jouvktvm*- 
4>r for the ichurch of God, as not doubt there, is, 
ftrike.in with tbb golden opportunity» wd by it l)e- 
fore the Lord,, Exc^. fxxiv. 8. 9,— Be?¥ate of be^ng 
pr0ud of your attainments. There is a bazaf 4 here ; 
but when you fee your peacock^feathers, reoiembet 
they are borroMf^ and look to your black feet, 2 
Cor. xii.7.-»Iiay your account with a ftorm, and be 
on your guard. If you have got a larger meal than 
othersj it is not unlil^e ypu have more to do than 
th^gr. But accept that kindly^ and blef9 God 
who is beforehand with you, laying in the prorir 
fion before he laye.on tbe burden. 
' 2. Is there any among us who have fe^ the God 
of Ifrael ? Then walk as Jbecomcs thofe wh6 have 
beheld his glory* Blefled are. your eyes, for they 
fee. But here fome may fay, Alas ! this figliit 
has been witi;i4%eld from my eyes. — In anfwer 
to fttc]b, I qbferv^ that fome viying tbis». na dioi4>t 
fpeik true } others bdlie the workipg of God's 
grace, to'^rds them. Therefore we muft put it 
lO'thelrial ; for one may get a fight of Chrift, 
and not know that it is hioi, John, xx. 14. Luke, 
xxiv« 16. I afk you, then, what cWc£k on you 
ha$ the fight which ye have got this day i — Has this 
clay's fight humbled you more, made you more 
vile and loathfome in your own eyes, filled you 
with (hame and blufliing, and felf-loathing i It is 
a fign ypu have feen the Lord, Job,, xlii. 5* .6.-*-^ 
Has it weaned you more from the worlds funk 
the value of all created excellency with you, made 
you fee through the bulky vanity of the world, 
that you are refolved you (hall feed no inore^ on 
thefe huiks ? Math. xiii. 45. 46. Rev. xii. i. — 
Has it made the body of fin and death heavier 

than it ufed to be ? May be feme of you think, 

ye have been undone at this communion with an iU 

heart, 
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#earf^ tJiat drfew a vail between ^hrift and you j 
and notr you are crying, Rom. vii. 24. «' O 
wretched man that f am ! who (liall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?** O to* be <\u\t of 
this burden at any rate [ O to be beyond a finning 
condition! welcome grim death, fo that it would 
take off the burden. Truly, if it be fo, it has been 
fo thin a vail, that you have got a fight of Chrift 
through it, Ifa. vi. 5. Luke, ii. 29, 30. — Has it 
kindled a fuperlativc love in your heart to this uii- 
feen Lord ? Do ye love him mote than all perfons 
and things elfe ? Pftl. Ixxiii. -25. If it be fo, ye 
have fecn him, Luke, xxiv. 32. Sick of -love, ar- 
gues a blink of the face of the lovely one received. 
Therefore, bkfs God, and be thankful. It is ba- 
ftard humility to belie the grace of God. Walk 
fo as the world may take notice that you have feen 
what they never faw, and have been where 
rheif ungradous feet never carried them. ' Aitd 
'fiww this in perfonal and relative holinefs, Afts, . 
iv. 13. Commend the Way of God to others. 
Tell them it is good to be on the mt)unt. Speak 
gO!od of G6d*s fioufc, and give it your teftimony, . 
before dcfpifers of Chrift and ordinances ; cfpe- 
cially before poor difcouraged finners, thofe who ' 
defcft ordinances, alledging God is not to be found 
in them, r- Final! J, quench not the Spirit, dicrilh « 
Bifl-motions, and follow, on to know/ the Lord. 

3. Ye who have made this folemn approach,, 
but really^ have not feen the Lord, fet ye about 
y<mr proper duty.— Search out, nioum over the 
caufe of.thisy and quickly flee to the blood of 
Ghrift for its removal. You have not feen the 
Lord ; and is there not a cauie ? yes, fure he has 
a' quarrel with you, and therefore has withdrawn 
himfelf. — Seek it out. The faiilc has been either 
10 your i^ate^ that you are yet in the gall of bitter- 
Ii 3 nds 
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nefs and boiuTof iniquity* This is a fu^dame^- 
tal mi(lake.>-Or it has been in your fr^mae. Either 
you have not been at pains to preparey or hayiB 
fit down on your preparation ; or fome idol of 
jealoufy has been nouriflied :^or it has been in 
your faithlefs management. Wonder ye in a fpe- 
cial manner, that ye have come off iafe, ^nd that 
upon you the Lord has not Jaid his hand. Do 
jiot fret that you are come off with nothing 3^ but, 

blefs him that you are come off at all ! 
Lafifyf Go back to the throne with all fpeed. 

Though the communipii-table be drawn here, it 
is not yet drawn to you in heaven : Joel, iii, 21. 
** For I will cleanfe their blood that I have rot 
cleanfed ^ for the Lord dwelleth in ^ion." Follow 
on to know the Lord. Be not like the mixed mul* 
titude, who, difappointed of the milk aod honey 
of Canaan, would needs go back 'to thc^ onions 
and the garlic in Egypt. If you do fo, his foul 
will abhor you: Heb. x. 38. << If any man draw 
back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in him.'^ 
r— Say not, I will never fee the Lord now : For, 
wherefore has he fpared you, but (bat you ought 
have occafion to have yourmari^d work amended ? 
And if ye wait long on, wonder noli;, it is a 
mercy ye have accefs to wait on. Ijay down that 
refoliition in Lam» iii. 49. 50. << Mine eye trick- 
leth down, and ceafeth |iot, without intermiffion, 
till the Lord look down, and behold from heaven;** 
and in Ifa. viii. 17. 5<i will wait upon the Lord 
that hideth his face iirom the boujGp of Jacob, ac^ 

1 will look for him.*' Amen. 
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SERMON LXVL 



Heb. xi. 16. Wkenfore Goti-'k nd fljhamiito be 
cailediheir God: forhehathfrepdredfQr'them a 
■ city, . I • . . . J . .* .. 

GOD has a peculiar |^eOpie in the world, 
though, thefc are few in number. . Satan 
is called the god of this world ; and indeed is fo, 
in regard the greater part of the worlds even the 
wholfe natives of the weary land, are his. But there 
is a feleft company, who are in, but not of the 
world ; a people of a peculiar charader, who are 
ftrahgers and pilgrims in the earth 5 whofe heai?s 
and hearts are towards the better country. — In 
thetejttwe have their peculiar pH^ilege, GWff 
not ajbamedto he called their 'Odd: More is implred 
than is here faid. God, who is theX3od of the whole 
earth, is their Gcd in 'a peculiar -manner, by a 
fpecial covenant-relation ^ and he 'will own it be- 
fore all the world, lioWever they be defpifed by 
them. They are faviiigly interefted in him, and 
he is peculiarly irttcrefted in* them. As they ai-e 
• ' ' i, *- ^}'\-' ' ^^not 

« Delivered Oftobcr 17 2V. 
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not afliamed to be called hfs people, unlefs it be 
for this, that thev do not look more like him ; {pr 
he is not afhameS to be called their God. (Greek,. 
to be Cmamed). 

1 here are two things which fna^ke men aihamed 
to own a relation ; one upon the part of their 
relatiTes, another upon tlieir own part. But nei- 
ther are in this cafe, 

1. He is not aihamed ondifir part, to be call- 
ed their God, He is not aihamed of them, (as 
the Greek text bears expiefsly), as men fonletimes 
are of their relaiions becaufe of their fcandal U3 
character, and as our Lord fays he will be a- 
ihamed of fome, fo as that be will not own them,. 
JM;M:ky viit. 38* Tht realbixof <this is intimated in 
^he l^xtf in the p^rtick iijlycr^e^ which leads us 
back to the charadtr of thofe who are indtsedt 
God's people, exemplified in Abraham, fiarab,. 
liaaC) and Jacob, ver. 13. — 16« The fum of it 
lies here : That upon the faith of God's promife 

*of a better world, they forfook tliis world, ami* 
went through it even to the grave, as perfons not 
come to the place where they expeified and defired 
to jcttie. Wherefore, (ince they forfook this* 
world for God, ax)d truftcd him for a better inhe- 
ritance to themfelves, and, upon- i^e faith of bis> 
promife, were eafy in all their wandtriogs aud- 
nardihip, God is not afliamed of them, to be 
called their,. God: ^^, iii, 6. « I. am," faid he,, 
"the God otthy father, the God of Abrahai?!, the. 
God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob.'' Iitthefe. 
fteps ail the true children of Abraham walk* 

2. He is not aitian^d on his own partj to be- 
called their Ood^ as tfwi^ ^e afh^ined, when 
they hiave no fvUtable^nteriaiaiaeni: to ^ive tfaofe 
y^ho have left all others for them, and depend en^^ 
tirely upon them. For he has prepared for diem a 

city.^ 
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City. Thefc patriarchs dwelt in tent8>and went from 
land to latid at .God's call; but a city, even dieNew 
Jerufalem, heaven itfelf, was prepared for them by 
their God; a city fuitable to his .dignity; a city, the 
like of which all the world could not have fumiihed 
them. He is not aihamed to be called his peoplefs 
God, whatever hardAips they fuffer for his (aker; 
for he has enough to make up their l^fleSyTieady for 
them. He would reckon it a (lain on his honour, 
that any of them ihould be lofers at hts band; if 
he fhould not fully arnfwer the truft they - put in 
him i if he did not give tk0mM goo4f my^ better 
ihan the beft thing which the^ ever, were deiued for 
.his fake. — From this fubjj^Ct^ .we.obfei;v6 tjie fol- 
iating d9£lrincsjj vi«. . ;. /. ; ,.. -:./ •, 

IXocT. I. Tiiat. however mean' and JoWithoie.be 
whd.hflNre fbrfakea t^is .^orld for GodJ lookup 
for a better, God is hot ^aflian^ed 6£ 'tlffim, or 
joxk their part, to.be called t^irC^«i^ ;); .^^^. . 

DocT. li. That whatever hardihips'they'm^y ftiAr 
for his fake,. Ite is not afhankd on his part .to be 
called their God, luviog prepared for them a 
heavenly cityi which will make up for all their 

IpiTts The£e we ilull fiioftly illuitrate in. their 

order. 

We begin with 

Doctrine I. That however mean and low thofc 

be who ha^ for fa ken this world for God, 

looking for a better, God is not adiamed of 

them,, or on, their part, to be called tlieir God. 

We (hall licre, ' ; \ . . • 
I. Explain the import of this their privilege. 
K. Give the reafons of the point. And then, 
III. Improve it. 

Wb 
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We arc then^ 
!• To cx]^lain ibe import o£ this dicir pmi- 
lege-*^It imports, 

r. That he is their God, hoir mean feercr 
their lot be. Whatever thty want, they haw him 
for their God : Heb. viii. lo* <« And i will be to 
them a God, and they fhali' be to me a peo^e.^ 
Tlie patriarchs had a wandering life of it in the 
world, were always ptlgiims and •Arangers, they 
could never count themfelves at home, wbik in 
nhe \5rorkl« Sut whatever they wanted, thcf had 
a God in Chrift for liieir own God. O ! ye who 
are coming avtray from LebftOon> foi&king this 
world for GoJ^ bteathing and {lanting tor the 
better world, aiTure yourfelvcs, he ia yout- GmI» 
by this good token, that the heart of man will 
never in this cafa ioofecne -fiaDe tili kliaa another 
;4aftene(ij never quh tha prefent worid till k he 
pofieflbd of a God to £U up its room. It will 
never let go -^x t^j^' the one -hand has of this 
'Wbrldi lilTit'haa a believing grip of a God in 
'Ckrift with the other. Hence believing is com- 
pat«d to buying, wtere the niaii will not pait 
with his money, till the commodity, which for 
the time is better to him than money, is made 
over to him. So, though ye were reduced to 
this, ih;it yc couKl r.oc tell carnal liVaeFs tale, 
Hofca, ii. 5. " I will go after my lovers, that 
give me my bread and my water, my wool and 
my ilax, mine oil and my drink;" yet ye may 
ttll David's tale, a fnr better one: Pfal. xviii. 2. 
*• The Lord is my rock and my fortrefs, and my 
deliverer : my God, my ftrcngth, in whom I will 
truft : my buckkr, and the horn of my falvation, 
and my high tower.** — Here fome may propofe 
thiis 

^icJliGriy But wliat can pcrfons "make of this 

i;\ 
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in the yrant,of earthly eojoymetits ? We anfwcf, 
Thoy may make all of it that is necefiary to fuU 
fatisfa&ion and contentment of heart, Hnhfrk. iii. 
17. 18. Full protedion, fuU provifion, for tinw 
and eternity, there is nothing more can be needed : 
Pfel. cxlii. 5. " I cried unto thee, O Lord : I 
fald, 'fhoik airt fioy refuge, amt my portion in the 
]%nd of -'the Uvittg."— It imports, 

^. 'iliat he takes fucb a pteafure ift them, airf 
puts fuch aa h<moi»r on them, that though the 
'wortd fiiouki caft out their name as e?il, he (it*- 
names fahfifelf by them, and brings their name 
inm his. Hundreds oiF ttntes, the exprefiions, 
wTlieLoKi thyGod,'**Thc L«rd your God,'* occur 
in fcripturc^ appKed to God with tefpeGk to hts 
people. YeS) he bears up their name in bis, 
^«4iini they are dead and gone out of the world, 
fince they ftill live unto him : Matth^ xvii. 32. "I ' 
amihe God of Abraham^ ^nd the God of Ifaacy 
afi^ the -God of j9Cob. God is Hot the Cod of 
the dead, but of the living.'' This is^ a memorial 
of them that will laft, when the monruments and 
mairble toinb$ wHl not keep the n>emofy of the 
wiciced froni rotting.-^It imports, 

3./rhat he allows them to call liim their own 
God : John, xx. *^. ** And Thomas <infwipedv 
and i^ unto him, My ^lii^rdt^&iid my Go4.«^ 
'iliey cam fay this, how little feeder they fft vft^ii 
the WDrid which they can AH ttbcirs. Why 
fhould they not caH him by his own nanne ? Tbt 
Jjord their God >s the name be has taken to him- 
feif ; a plain indication of his being pleafed to be 
eaHed by this name.-- It imports, 

4. That he allows them to depend on him as 
^ir Odd) afid to improve their relation to him ^ 
fer alt which they need ^ whoever eafts them ofi^ 
or refufes to hefp thett^^^ God wil) never put^>flFhig 

people 
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people with tiames, without the things figmfied 
by thefe names, If he is called their God, he 
will own his name in cSt(k and reality ; and in- 
deed be a God to them, to all the intents and 
purpofes of the -covenant : Gen. xviL 7. " And I 
will eftablifli my covenant between me and thee, 
amd thy. feed after thee in their generations, for 
an everlafting covenant ; to be a God unta thee, 
aend to thy feed after thee." They may look for 
?11 which they need. from hia)> and are welcome 
to a fill of the iulnefs of God : whatever their 
oafe requires, this God will be all in all to them. 
Qence the expectation of faith : Pfal. xxvii. lo* 
«« When my father and. mother fotfake me, then 
the Lord will take me up.*' — ^It imports, 
. 5. That he will own himfelf to be their God 
bef<»e the worl4» whoever difown them. He is 
content that ftfangers call him by this name, as 
Nebuchadnezzar did, Dan. iii. I9. % aind DariuSi 
chap. vi. 16. He pufsThiarks of his refpeA and 
relation to them upon them before the world, 
fo that the world fliall be obliged t6 take notice of 
his owning them : Rev. iii. 9. « Behold, I will 
make them of the fynagogue of Satan, (which 
iky they are Jews, and are not, but de lie) 'x, be- 
hold, IwiU make^theav.to.conxe and worihip before 
thy feet, and to i^sfitha^ I have k>ved tibee." If 
tteir cdriruptiptt^ will hot fufi^ tbfra to ackoow* 
ledge fo much, yet thm coafcie^c^^ fiiali iM>t get 
it refufed. Hence David prays, PfaK Ixyi^vi. 17. 
<f Shew me a token for good, that Chey which 
hate me may fee and be aihanied, beCaufe thou, 
Lord, haft holpen me^ and comforted me." — It 
imports, 

Laftly^ That he reckons it his honour to be 
their God, ey^n though men flipuld be aihained 
CO rpb, Moulders.. wi.th them- Accordingly we 

: ^ .find 
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fijid him call them his glory : Ifa. xlvi. 13, " And 
1 will place falvation in Zion for Ifrael ^ny glory.*' 
And in 2 Cor. viii, 13. they are c^erf the glory 
of Chrift. He^lori^s.in h.is fpecial . intercft in 
them, and takes a jjleafure to come over it : Song, 
viii. 12. " JVIy viueyard, Which is mine, is before 
me: thou, O. Solomon^ muft'jiave a tliQufan4, 
and- thofc tliat ke^j> the. fruit thereof two hun- 
dred-" ''■ .. ■ ■[ ^ .,^ ■ , 

We are now, 

II. To give the reafons x)f the ppxht. Among 
other reafons^. there are the following. 

!• Becaufetliey have embraced him in the cove- 
nant, for their all, in opnofition to the world, 
and all that is therein ; which ihows a noblenefs 
of fpirit in them,, the certain produft of his own 
Spirit : Pfal. iv. 6. " There be many thart 
fay. Who will (hew us any good ? Lord, lift thou 
up the Kghc of thy countenance upon us.". Pfal. 
Ixxiii. 25. " /Whxxn have I m heaven but thee«.? 
ahd there is none in earth that L defire befidct 
thee." There are two offers made to every one 
of us : God fays, " I will be thy God/' the 
world fays, * I will be thy God.' Mod men fall in 
with the world's offer, and all men naturally in- 
cline this way. But thefe noble fouls, as partakers 
of the divine nature?, . pour contempt on die clay 
idol, God's rival, refuGng it 5 and honour hin? b|r 
believing and embracing his offer ; fo that when 
the Lord fays in the gofpel to the man, «« I will 
be thy God,", his foul echoes back again, ^Then 
thou .art mitfe, my God, my portion : I take pof- 
ieflion upon the credit qf thine" own offer:' Pfal. 
cxlii. 5. " I cried unto thee, .O Lord: I faid^ 
Thou art my refuge^ and my portion in the land 

Vol. IIL Kk . . of 
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of the living/' Thus he is not alhanied to be callel 
tlicirGod. . ' , . .. 

2.. Ifecaiife they quit the world*j3 ccrtalfttr 
for divine hope, and 'ttdft him for Sin uilfecn 
^rtion to tKerilfelveS, as prcferible to '&U thart 
the woifld can afford, 'heUeVittg he wiUglori^ 
tus all-fu^ciency ^nd fiis faithfulness In tfie 
promife, layiiig all their wefght iljxin theih : ttcnsi. 
iv. 20. 21. " He ftaggcrcd not at the promife df 
God through unbelief; but was ftrpng in 
faith,. giving glory to God; and fielng fully per- 
iuadeif, thsK Suhat'hc had promifed Tic M^s a]bk 
to perform." Siich'a.triift they have iii'G(Q|d, eUb 
*fliey would never forfale the Vorltl ; for jilaln it 
ii, according to tH^ meifufe of the 'belief of k 
'i)etter jroild to ohe|&feIf, fo is their fbrfaking the 
'pifelTeht wbrfd. Aiid firice they thus honourably 
trlift^'m'JFor their all, he is not afliiimed to be 
called' their" God. ^ ' • 

3. Beciufe they c^n talc tip with nothing lefs 
than a God for tiieir portion, by which they dif- 
cover a peculiar elevation of fpitit, the cfledi of 
diyine/grace : Phil. ui. 8. "Yea, doubtlcfs, and 1 
count all things but lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of (ihrift jeTus, my Lord: 'for whom 
1 have fuffere'd tHe lofs of all thiilfgs, ahd'dd cmnt 
them ' but ' diififg, that ' I may win ddnft." Tficy 
can np longer feed^ wfth'^the '^rodi^il tfpbh the 
Ihuifks of the empty creapbh; Their foul^s cry'^, 
VGlvc;me a; (ijdd in Chri^^^ All the 

world, nay, a thousand worlds^ ciiiiibt 'fill 'dp'lifs 
room; Softg, viii. 6. J|< Bet me as a C^al ^j^ 
"thine hcaift, as a jfeal lipon ifiiric'arm : forldvc is 
ftro'ng as death : jeSlciufy il crueras thej'jgriyc :/tJte 
/cbajs ^re coaisof fi'rfe,^ whiiih hath a 'moft visKe- 
inent flamfe." And:' fo, Aey prcft fbrw2i[rd tlutdUgh 
temptations, and the gt'eateft danger which the- 

world 
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world can lay before th^m, to hold fcim as tfeeir 
portipi), and to CQme tq Uiq fuU ^njoyiiient 6^ 
him. Song, vui»^7. *5. Many watjej,^ ca.nnot quencK 
love, neither can t&e S6od'§ irown it : if a mari 
would gi.ve, all the fubftangeof his hoiife for love, 
it wpuld utterly be contemned.*' So lie is not 
afliam^d to be called their God/beq^uf^ the^ thu^j 
lovQ lind dj?Gi[e ^rrij. ' < , ^ 

4. IJcpauft?,* in their ws^j^ a.9d| wallq, t.hiey are, of 
9 dittiligtiiCbed ch'^rafJjer jfrdrn ^9' men o£ t.h4 
woridi Phif. iii. 18.'— it. They "dare hot tak^ 
tlie way of tfte worlds their fouls hate it, as being 
pp^fite tj^ tl^e njiahners of tlie country, to which 
tliey'are. '^oiiig. ' T^erefoiri^ ^ey a?;e nQnconfbr- 
CQitta to^the wprld, iri jTo f air a,s^ i^difcbnformed 
tp tiie w^X?^^'^? -^^^ -•> ^ •- ' 

. WijC^^lnow, 

; VCff ' Jipp^Qvi^ dttia point.-^ipe^^e, feCf . \ 
' V, '^3t 'carnal wottdlingi^ aif^. non^ o^ t^f? 
Yjtjofc,. 0.9,4 ti&e ^m ^ Majdb. yi. x^. .THot^ 
i^Tipfcj K^^^ arc not ^QO*^ ?>^"^ -^1 prefect ^vU 
wpil^i ?ire n^t brought wuhm tlic^^ond of tB^ 
.p'oyenajat,,^!^ have po right befote the^^rdt(> 
the (aciaWnt, ^hich \s tlic fq^l ol^iu lie would 
^c alhaii^d to "be called their Ggid, who rQate 
ttat clay, idol thei^ CJpd.' T Pffer tvv:<> ey^^nces 
.of t^is difpofition.— (i.) y^hep 'i^'is th^Wprtd^^ 
and lipt Gpd himself, which has the jqhie{r<?W *^ 
inifenVhiearts and ai|efl:i6hs*;'Mattii* vu ii.**fpx 
whgie your treafurc' is,' there will yx^ur ^Ipatt'be 
alfo.*' Confide^ ,wljat it ig^ ^ether Godot the 
worlds which your hprts do mpft defir^i^^nfj are 
jrnojft ff;t .upon, Bfal" ly. 6. (quoted aboy^). "Vy^h^t 
it -is.J^u^ dj^iif pj lies in, iu'the enjoynient' of 
,Gad^nor.tbe ifiij^ of tK^ wprld. W^b^ther 

jffti^r clii^f forrow atifes irp.m crblte^ * in the 
Kk i ' " **': worlds 
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world J or from fin diat offends God, or from 
the hidings of 'his face ? — (2.) -WhcH tlie heart 
can riever reft in God, but muft ftill have its refb 
in the creature ; or no reft for k at all": and fo 
the man's life of comfort pft depends on the 
fm lies or frowns of the prefent world, not upon 
the having bt wanting the favour of God, hii 
fmiles or frowns. Perhaps the man might find 
^ refi betwixt Cod and^tiie world, but no reft of 
tive heart in G6d'aloite,-Luke, iiv. 26. — ^Hence 

f< .. .'..■•'■"■■.■ . ■ 

'._ 2. That fuch' as. having weighed all thinga, 
have forfaken the world for God, and fixed tlArir 
pefires on hifti "and the better world^ intent to be 
there whafe^cf their lot in. this world be } and to 
enjoy God in Chrift as their God and jportiof), 
however fmall their portion be of this world's 
good things i.they gjay be furc God is their pod, 
and. he wiirdwiy it,^dugh, by re&fon of t^ weak- 
iicts prthellr fai(h» they haye much ado to |)lead 
Jt. 'They may tome to the ^commtinioji-table, 
^tdfoWjdfCnrt their, tearts of it, by the'fctd of 
the cdvetiatlt, which he has provided fot^this pirr- 
pofe,' to, fliW^ that he is not aihamdd to 'ber called 
their God. It is the pilgrim's tabfe,^— Learn, 

' 3. \ That God is worthy to be chpfen for 'oixt 
'pbct in covenant ; and. therefore I dxhort yo.u to 
'liiake' chbiqe of him' for your all;^ and^ give*, up 
wfth thej^birl^ heric^forth, that ye 'inay be 'pil- 
gVims and ftratigers in it.— To prevair With'yott 
as tc) this, confider,' '" '■' ' ' . ' - 

( r .) He is content to take in ou tcafts :. ?f. qxlrih 
'2/ ^.jThe Lord doth build up Jerufaltm : he-g/- 
:thereth the outeafts of Ifrael." Never' db any feck 
>ft^r 'a*Go'<J:in Clirift.fot theit- God -iii esfrneft, 
till fiicli tinVias'they fte there is ' r^o- lat^^f^ioii 
^6r tiiem to'i>e Had in the creature. Thus they 

find 
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Bnfi Uicjr njjcd a Qod, Th? gpffipj difcoycra 
God's offer to be their Gpdi and grace ^deterinines 
them to cbuTe him for tlie!|: God. And they 
arc not rcje^ed, becaufe.they came hol^ till their 
need drove them; but ^X^ welcom^y 'fipce they 
came on the difcovery of their need. 

(2.) Confider, he is a faft friend^ and forfakes 
not on afxy emergency whatever. If you ^take him 
for your God, and forfakc the world, he will 
iland by you at all times, and own you, though 
;ill the world Hiould forfake and difown you. O i 
have yo^ npt need of fucb a jEriend i 

(3.) poes not the world reward your love with 
hatrc^ in many inilajices ? How ofren is your reft 
in It di/lurbcd 10 tak^ God ^or your God this 
day, and y/ou, thus make the beft exchange, of a 
changeable wpjldfor the unchangeable Gpd. 

Laftly^ If you cojitinue to forfake God for this 
world, the tiip.^ will come yf\ii}} the world will 
fail you, and you yriU'^iot haye a God to own. 

Jou, andib will be ajbfolutely ^jplcfs. He offers 
imfelf to you iu the coveoa^ol:* J^elieve and cm- 
l>race him tliis day- Qivc ,vp with the! world, 
dnd all'things i^ it.' Take luj^ (yr all in time 
and through eternity, as' an' up^aking jjQrtion. 
— yft now igo .on to a fliort iUuftr^tloa of . 

DocTfiil^E H. That whst^eyer hardftips.hispepj^c 
^najf fuffer for hU fajpe, hue is'no't' afliamed pji 
his part to be called their God, having p;:cpar€d 
for them the heavenly city, whicn willniake ujp 
fJl |9^s. — Wc^^rc not Jberc to launch out'iiito 
tne confid^r^tipn <^h/E:avea und^r a potion pi a 
city i imt only (hall, 

I. ^f^yi in Wj^at refpeiSs tile fcejivcnly city is 
: ' ,. ^.'^ 3 I^re^arcd . 
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prepared for the pifgrims, 'who have forfake;i this 
world for 'Giott, iobkihg for abetter. ' "' 

II. Lay before yoa' the reafons of the point. 
And then, - k u . ^ . 

in. Make Tome improvement. 

We are then, ^ • 

1. To fliew in w^;at refpefls the heavenly city 
is prepared for the piJgriir.s who haver forfs ken 
this world for-God, looking for a better. — It h 
prepared, ! ' 

I. In refpeft of eternal deftination in the de- 
cree ef election before the Morld.wasmade : Mat. 
xxvl 34.. " Then {hall the King; fay unto thfemoa 
his rlgh£-hand^ Come, ye blefTed of mjr Father, in- 
herit . th^ kingdom prepared for ' yoti from the 
foundation of the world." Their forfaking of the 
world In time, is an evidence and' fruit of their 
clediion fro^ii eternity. Their bemg called out 
ofji and feparated frotn the world lying in wicked- 
nefs, is' owing to that eternal free- love, >yhrcli 
In the decree feparated them frpm the reft of the 
corrupt m'afs of mankind. The feal of God upon 
them from, everlafting, though undifcemible tfll 
the day of their conrerfion, is th6 caufe o£ their 
departing fr6m the tents' of wickedncfs : -2 Tim. 
ii. 19. «< N^verthelefs, the foundation of God 
fta^deth|furei having this fea^. The Lord ktiowetli 
Jlfiem'that *are Ms. ^nd l^tr every cme that nameth 
'the name of 'Chtjft, depart firotfi iniquity ."-i-It is 
*^1repared'^' " " "' ' 

/. 2. In refpeft of purchafe, by "the fufiepngs 
aiicl death of Chrift. It is therefore caHcd the 
purchafed pofTeflioQ, Ephcf. 1.^3. And the price 
of tJie purchafe is hia- blood, A£ls, xx. 2^. *fTo 
. feed the choich of God, which he hath puVchafed 
w ith his own blood.'* Eternal happinefs is the 
proper reward of Chrift's works, not of oui$» It 

had 
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hacl bei^n irt vairt for any of the children of Adam 
to have looked for a better country than this world, 
had not the Lord jfefus, by his obedience and 
deaths bought it for them.' None of the pilgrims 
had tver got footing there, had it not become the 
land of our Immanuel by his own purchafe. — It is 
prepared, 

3, In rerpe£l bf poiTeffion taken of it already 
in their name, by our Lord Jefus his entering into 
it, as a public perfon, at his afcenfion : Heb. vf. 
•20' " V hither the forerunner is for .us entered, 
even Jtfus, made an high-priefl for ever, after 
the order of Melchifedcc/' As Chrifl died in their 
name, jvnd fo they died in him, thd law having 
them all legally on the crofs, when it had him 
there; tb ere fore it is'faid, " They are crucified 
with Chriil," Gal. ii. 20. ; fo he rofe again, and 
afcended into heaven, and took pofTeflion of it im 
their name. Thus they are aftually and reaUy, 
though not' in their fjerfons, but in the perfon of 
Chfiil, poflcfled of the city already : Ephef. 11. 6^ 
«^ And hifh raifed us up together, and m^de us 
'fit together 4n heavenly places in Chrift Jefus." 
This Chrift him felf told to be his errand in going 
away r John, xir. 2. ** I go," faid he, <* to pre- 
pare a place for you."— It is prepared, 

, 4; In refpeft of readincfs to reccire th^m in 
'their own pcrfonsi* Th'^ are made* 'habitually 
fiaSy for i^,Mn reTpeQ:'*oi' their (late of j'uftifi- 
^eatibn and fahdli'ficatfon : Ccl. i. 12. "Giving. 
Khariks titlto the'F^her, who hath made us' meet. 
Co fefe '^ftMSkdri of the iriheritance of tite faints in 
itghtt" 'And it is ready for them, of which we 
hive 'twp^ evidences. . ' .^ - "" 

'^\'ii) A hew -gate fe' ctt&cd, and ppeiied-'for 
• ftfdr Gritty info- the' city. IIP may be called the ^il- 
^?Stis gate, 'lA* diftiiguifli it-ftom'tlac 6f the har- 
iiVcs of the city. See it, Heb. x. ip. 20^ " Ha- 
ving 
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yinp; therefore, brethrcB, hol^nefs jto enter into tfic 
lipbeft by th.e blood oif Jefti^i by a new and living 
iyjiv, wbic^ be bath cnnfecra(f:d for ua through the 
veilj that 13 to fay, his fLcQi/* A|l tiic pilgrim^ 
cHtcr by it, and it was crejEUd porpofely for 
them. And it is always open, never (hut : Rev. 
SLxi. 25. << And the gates oi it (hall hot be fhut at 
all by day : for thejrc (hall be no night there.'* 

(2.) The notice is already there before tbem^ 
that they are cojming. The King's Son has car- 
ried it thither : John, jcvii. 24. " Father, I 
will that they alfo, whom thou haft given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold mj 
glory^ whiph tHou haft given pxe : for thou lovedft 
me before tjhe foundation of the world." And thU 
his eiGcacious interceflion removes aU lets or hin- 
drances out of the way. 

WjB are now, 

H- Tp give tl>e reafcw of the point.rrl l^ 
the^ up ill thefc four. . 

I. Becai^^ the happii^eis of ^ the city, if they 
«wer,e once cqnie theie^ will more tban^ baljincf aU 
.the hajrdihip^ in their pilgrimage that they had t;o 
undergo /cr bis fake. Whv ijiould he be^amed ^o- 
be caifed their God^ be their lol in thejivorld as: 
Jbad as it can he ? The g^ry of il^ city wJ^i iporc 
^than bfdance all the contempt, i;eproae% and d^- 
^fjace qift on them. for'Jus feke. , i|e ,wiJj[ xv4. be 
4n tbeir <i^bt for lying ^mo^khf p«^ gf^^h^ 
;uxount. ^he ^ory of the cit^oyrjll ip^:thesk 
.whiter th^ ^ver the wpM tpi^ld m^ ^W 
bJ^ck, pij^h IxViii. i^. M Though yp kivp 4ic9 ?r 
inongthe pots^ yet (hall ye be as the.^iagSjqff ^^vp 
wavered with §[ver^ a^nd hcf /eath^a-jvj^^jf^yow 
^•tpld^'f ;,Thc xeft V the city,will rnqrct^j^^aljupqe 
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i!ig 'whiicK Aey had- for God in rfie Weary land. 
"Whit thoit^h it c5rt chcm many a weary ftep ere. 
they get thither? If they were there, it will all 
be forgotten. Then they will for ever reft from 
all their labours, Rev. xiv. 13. Abraham's bdfom 
wll makethe weary body and languid fpirit ffefli for 
evermore, 'flie riches of the city will more than ba-. 
lance all their Wants and lolles in'thls world, eveii> 
though they fbouid lofe their very lives in the caufel 
W-hatever their -wants are now, tliere is enough 
before them in the city above. And God has 
more, • ten thoufand times more to give • them, 
than' they' can lofe for him : Ret. xxi. 7. « He 
that overcometh fhall inherit all things, and I will 
be his God, and he (hall be my fon.'' The eter- 
nity of the city, and all that isin it, will more than ba- 
lance the continuance of their hardfhipsin this wbrld, 
to whatever length holy Providiince fees meet to 
fpin them out: 2 Cor. iv. 17. « For our light 
afflidlion, which is but for a moment, .worketh for 
us a far more ekceedirig and eternal weight of glo- 
ry.** • However dark and long their night be, that 
morning cometh which will never be fucceeded 
by another night- 

2. Becaufe they are not far from the city : 
They will foon be therfe : Pfal. xc. 10. « The 
days of our years are threefcore • years and ten ; 
and if by reafon of ftrength, they be fourfcore 
years, yet is their ftrength labour and forrdw : 
for it is foon cut off, and we flyaway." They 
are withitv a haitd^brcadth of the city, Pfal. xxxix. 
5. It is but through the wildernefs, over Jordan, 
and they are at it. And they cannot complaia 
then, they are fd near home, howevferharfh their 
cnteljtainiheht be in the way. * 

3.' Becwufe in the mean time .there* is a conv* 

munication betwi^ tbdn *aiKll S19 city, fo that 

- ' the 
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the v^i^ole pf what they need may, cqmc from it. 
pilgrims need never, go to the world's door. They 
ajways may .have provifionfi;om this city for their 
iyildeniefs7JouTney. Though, the Ifraelikes could 
neither. l?aye proyifion and lupply from IfgWt* nor 
(^^pfkzny Tfhile they w^e in the ^wildcrn^is, they 
n^ajited npf, they got it from, heaven. 
^ Lafily^ Ikcaufe the very faiA and hope which 
they entertain, as. to this citj^ is fuj£^i/snt to fup- 
j>Qrt( theofi wnder a-jl their, hardihip^, 2 Cor- iv. 1 7. 
\%. ?aith believing thi? vord oi promife» and 
hope waiting for \x^%^ accompl^ment, b^ing dowii 
j^ven to them ^l they go up t9 it : lieb. ix. t. 
«*. Nqv^,, faithj is ^,c fubftanc^ of things ^ped for, 
the evidence of ^v^gs not feen.'' ]^om. yiii. 24. 
«• For we ^re faved by hope.'* Thus there is no i:^a- 
fon he f^9ul4 b|e s^^amed on hi^jatt to be ca]Jk4 
^eir God. 

'^gr^ pov^r, qo^^ ' 

?\. To. ioaproy^ ^l\is point.— it fe;ryjp^ 
\rfi^y To pour feajTOe' 09 ti^c wif^p^. and way 
ftfthewpfld. A«>4thi^ 

I. In that they reckon it wifdon^ not to qu'^t 
a fs^n advantage for an ut^feen p^ne^ certainty (as 
they call it) for hope :pfal. iv. 6,. \^ Wh<^ vf^l 
flie^ ^$ any good?'' I'heirefore they e(nbrace th^ 
prefect wo^ld, tqc^ ab.piit» and,, fail, v^'ith every 
\vind K nicking th? way pf ^h? ^yorld, a^d x^^ 
own eafe, th^ marl^ by which to fteer fheir cqm- 
paft,. rather than the WOx4 ai^^ g\p^y.ftf Qq4f 
?ind' tl^e di^?tes of ^p^&ience, a#:pqrding to the 
^y^r4.f Whw tl^y h^v« don?, this,. |h^y recltqn 
they h^Y^ douf .Mfife^y : Hofea, ^^ii* 7. 8, }* fle is 
si merchant, the baIa(i<:e$.Qf c]eqfit^f^ \x\ his hanc^; 
\^ Ipv^fth toppiprefs.' Aix4 Sphiain^ feld. Yet I 
%xafi hecomp, ry:^, Itav^ feu*iA pae put f^liftance " 

jut 
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f 
But eithef this is briitiih folly, or Cod itia'y be 
afhimed to be dalled the God 6f pilgrims in 'this 
world, who take quite another way, and look not 
at the things which are feen, but at 'the ihingV 
which are not feen, 2 Cor. iV. 18. But God i's 
not ilhamed of piljgrirns, tHercfbrc the men of -the 
wbrfd are Fools : and they Svill be fccn to be lb 
Hvith a withcfs", for God'^' prbmife is tetter thah 
'tlVc World's hand-pay iticnt;-^ It' pbiii's terte uif)6h 
ihe wifdbm of the w6rld, 

2. In that (hiy ire ready to he ifhfirh'ed of 
God's people, beci-ufe of the hardiKljis 'they are 
laid under in their pilgrimage throtigh the world. 
TTiis their way is tfteir folly; fcfr Whatever their 
lot be, Goid is not their God and portioh. The 
world's clleem IS little Worth, but 'Heaven's eftecm 
of the faints nevdr alters, whatever altera tioris 
may be in their outward condition. — This pt)int, 

SeconJlyy Sexi/cs to inftruQ in (everal diitic?, 
thofe who profefs'to be pil^imsin the wofld, and 
'to have taken God for their God, looking for a 
better world.— Such as, 

1. Be not sihiinied of hi Ai, to be called Bis 
^people: Mark, viii. '38. " Whofover, therefore, 
•ihall be afliatned of riie, and' 6f my words, in this 
adulterous and linful- g^ciratSon, of him alfo (hitil 

'the Son of man' be "iffiahfxed; When- he c6meth in 
the glory 6f 'Ms Fitfier,* with the Holy angels.'* 
^Be not'affhiiried to o^nliim arid avouch hiitf to 
ije yoiir God. Whatever Iiiears his iriiage and the 
ftamp of his authority, cleave to it cdrifidently. 
'Be hbtafliaimed of ianyofKis'truths, ways, 6if(h- 
nances, whatever may be thought of them by the 
world J for worldly men are nbt the proper 
jiidgts of thefc things, ^and cantot *d!Jfcirn'4hcir 
real worth. 

2. Be nol'}K''a'fhih)calnddi{hdili6iir to hiih, t>y 

your 
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your cltavirtg to %ht world, and the way Qf.thc 
world : Rom. ii. 74. *•' For the name of God is 
blafphcmed among the Gentiles through you." Re- 
member, it is they who forfake the worlds wham 
God is not afhamed to be called their God. JLf 
you go, back again to your former luil3, yau blot 
out your name out of that number, jand rank your- 
felves among .thofe who* have their, portion in this 
life. If he be your God, caft not difhonour 911 
him, by hanging on abput the door of the world, 
and your lufts, like them who have no other God 
to depend on. If you make as little confcience of 
your thoughts^ your words, your at^ions, and 
dealings with God or man, as the men of the 
world do, for all your profeflion, God will do 
with you as a man with burs which ftick to his 
cloaths, he plucks them off, and caAs diem into 
the fire. 

3. Dp not decline the hardeft piexre of the do- 
ing-work of religion for him. Engage, in the 
whole without exception. Have refpe6b to all his 
commandments, Pfal. cxix. 6. The internal du- 
ties of religion muft by all means be done by you, 
at the fame time leave not the external un- 
done. Mortification of your lufts, and watchings 
againft them, in the faith of the p^omife, fliould be 
yoAir daily work ; and ftick not at cutting ofF right- 
hands, and plucking out right-eye fins. All this 
is but a very fmall th^ng in comparUbn of what 
he has prepared for you : Rom; viii. 13. << If ye 
live after the fleft, ye {hall die ; but if ye, through 
the Spiiit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
jihall live." . 

4. Shift not the crofs of Chrift, but be ready 
tp fuffejj/cw him as he miay call you : 2 Tim. ii. 
1 -2. " If we fufFer, we fliall alfo reign with him : 

. if wc depy ^im, he .will alfo„(|fny us/* No Chri- 

ftian 
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ftian fufitrers for him {hall ever be lofers by himy 
lofc what they will in the world. Narrow not 
your notion ojt fuflering for Chrift, to fuflFering of 
violence^ by perfecutors. But remember, that 
though it may come to this, that you mulV^ither fin 
or have to fufier fome hardfhips to keep your con- 
fciende clean, (and this you may meet with in the 
moft peaceable times of the church}} yat^then the 
Lord calls you to fufFer for him. And fufier- 
ing hardfhips for your adherence to any duty of 
the ten commandments, out of love to God and 
his holy law, is as really fuflfering for Chrift, as if 
you laid down your liberty or life in defence of the 
articles of your faith. 

5. Walk like the expeftants qf heaven, citizens 
of the city above prepared for you by your God* 
This city will faf more ttian compen^ite for your 
filterings, for all the difficult and hard fteps ye 
may have in your ^ way thither. — Live by faithj 
and keep the promife in your eye ; — the promife 
refpeding the end of your journey, the far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of giory which z^ 
waits you, a Cor. iv. 17.^ — the promife refpeft-J- 
ing your throughbearing by the way ; 2 Cor. xii. 
9. " My grace is fufficient for thee, for my 
ftrength is made perfcft in weakncfs.'' Carry 
meekly and patiently under all the hardfhips of 
the weary land, like the followers of Chrift. Men . 
do not fret and vex themfelves, becaufe the mid- 
ges flee about them, when they travel in a hot 
fummer-day. Chriftians need be as little furprifcd 
that they meet with one rub after another in the 
way through this wildernefs ; and becaufe they 
may be of long continuance, Chriftians fhould arm 
themfelves with patience .in the faith of a better 
world : Col. iii. 15. " And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, to the which alfo ye are called 
, in one body ; and be ye thankful." J3e refolute 
Vol. m. LI to- 
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to get throagh, and nerer ip make trace ivldi 
the world, come what wiU come, but prefs for- 
ward in the waj of doty over all impedimentSi 
where the .Lord points out yoor wvf : ]^latth. xi. 
1 2. << Aiid from the.days of John the baptift ifntU 
now, theJcingdom of heaven fufferetb violence, 
.and the violent take it by forcc^-^sffry chearful* 
ly and conrageoufly, as knowing better dmes are 
coming : Hcb. x. 34. <« For y^bcd compailicHi on 
me in my bonds, and took joyfuliy the fpoiling of 
jrour goods, knowing in yourfelves that ye have 
m Leaven a better and an enduring fubilance," 

Lafily^ Spend the time of your fojourning in 
making ready and preparing for that city which 
the Lord hds prepared for his people : Rev. ^ix. 
7. ** Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
to him : for^the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herfelf ready. There was 
much cofl and pains at preparing it for them : na 
wondelr that pains be neceflary in tfiem to make 
ready for tt» All the Lord's people are habitually* 
in refpcft of their ftate, prepared for heaven i 
but wh^t they have to do is, to get themfel?es pre* 
pared adually, in refpe£l of ^exr frame; there* 
tore labour to be dying daily to tins world, and to get 
you hearts more and more weaned from it ; that ye 
may be like ripe com forfaking the ground.— Cheriflv 
quick and vigdrous longings to be rid of the body of 
fin and death i maintain the battle againft heart-cor* 
ruptions coaftantly ; and this will make you long 
for deliverance. Be watchful, as not knowing 
when your Lord cometh. — In a word* be much 
converiant in this city ; folace yourfelves with be- 
lieving profpefis of it \ and fee that your heart be 
there, for there unqueftionably your l)eart mud 
•*^(P where your treafure is. Col. iii. u — 5.- Amen^ 

r\ FINIS. 

\ J' PIL^ANs ej? Sons, North Collegc-Sti'cct,, 
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